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avoid the most devastating of re-

cent earthquakes. It seems provi-
dential.

I had planned originally to spend
another week at the Otopeni Clinic.
Then I decided to cut it a week short
because of the need to get to South
Africa. So I planned to leave Buch-
arest on Friday morning, for an ap-
pointment in London on Friday.
Then I learned the Friday appoint-
ment had to be moved up to Thurs-
day morning.

That made it necessary to plan to
leave Bucharest Wednesday after-
noon, spending the night in London
in order to be on time for the Thurs-
day-morning appointment. Ac-
tually, I was almost angered at the
change in the London appointment.
It was planned at the very last
minute.

And it got me out of Bucharest
just approximately a day before that
devastating 7.2 (on the Richter
scale) earthquake struck. The epi-
center of the quake was a few miles
northeast of Bucharest. The clinic is
some four or five miles northeast of
the center of Bucharest. I have not
been able to get any news as to what
happened to the clinic.

Telephone calls poured into Pasa-
dena inquiring if I was injured in
the quake.

Do you believe in angels? I'm
sure many do not today, but the
Bible has a lot to say about them.
They are described in some detail in
the first chapter of Hebrews.

God says of angels: “Are not all
angels merely spirits in the divine
service, commissioned for the bene-
fit of those who are to inherit
salvation?” (Heb. 1:14, Moffatt
translation.) In the King James Ver-
sion, which is used more than any
other translation, it says: “Are they
[angels] not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?” Many
times in the Bible it speaks of angels
protecting or ministering to people
of God, especially Jesus.

I think I wrote in my autobiogra-
phy of the time when I was driving
at night in a heavy rain southward
on the highway between Salem and
Eugene, Oregon. This was before
the present freeway system—the
highway was a narrow, paved, two-

I got out of Bucharest just in time to
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How | Have Been
Providentially Protected
From Harm and Even Death

way road full of sharp curves. I was
turning on a sharp curve when sud-
denly in front of me was a horrible
wreck. Directly in front of me was a
large truck standing still, also
headed south. Because of the sharp
curve I did not see it until I was
within 10 or 15 feet of it. I was
driving only about 25 or 30 miles an
hour, but still there was no time to
stop without crashing into the rear
of the truck.

Believe it or not, suddenly some
UNSEEN force wrenched my steering
wheel sharply to the left. I missed
striking the side or rear of the truck
by possibly not as much as one inch.
Then straight ahead of me on the
other side of the road was a stalled
car standing still, headed north. The
same unseen force powerfully
turned my steering wheel sharply to
the right. My car passed between
the car headed north and the front
of the truck headed south. They
were so close that there was hardly
one inch of space between the left
front of the big truck and the left
rear of the passenger car. It hap-
pened so QUICKLY, I hardly knew
what happened—but I do know that
I myself did not turn that steering
wheel. Some unseen FORCE turned it
in spite of me. I brought my car to
an immediate stop safely in front of

the big truck. Upside down, in a
ditch to my left beyond the north-
bound passenger car I just barely
missed, was another passenger car,
its radio still blaring. I think those in
it were killed.

You may not believe there was any
angel there, or that God was provi-
dentially protecting me by an angel.
But I kNow that I could never have
steered that car so skillfully, so sud-
denly without warning, and have
missed both the truck and the stalled
car with not an inch to spare.

I have on other occasions written
of the time I was driving a car on
Foster Road in Portland. I was ap-
proaching a side street where I had
visited a seriously crippled and
paralyzed man who had gone to an
Aimee Semple McPherson meeting
to ask the lady evangelist to pray for
his healing. I had offered to help
carry this man in. We had to enter
at the rear stage entrance. But they
refused to let the man see Mrs.
McPherson. I had taken his home
address and called on him, offering
to pray for his healing myself. But I
had reason, I felt, to read to him
from I John 3:22: “And whatsoever
we ask, we receive of him, because
we keep his commandments, and do
those things that are pleasing in his

(Continued on page 40)
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THE TRUE FACTS

OF MY OWN

CONVERSION

Continuing from the April number, “Conversion: Sudden
Experience or Lifelong Process?’’ Nearly everyone is mixed up on this matter of
personal salvation. It’s made plain in this article.

t age 16 I became filled with
AAMBITION, I was on my first
summer job away from home.
My employer put his hand on my
shoulder and said, “Herbert, you're
going to make a great success in the
world. You have unusual talents
and abilities—if you’ll just put them
to work. I have great confidence in
you. It will mean continuous study
all your life, hard work, diligence—
but you’ve got it in you, and I know
you’ll make it.”
True or not, I believed him. I was
fired with ambition—and ambition

| is the DESIRE, plus the willpower to
| DRIVE oneself on to accomplish-

ment. This also automatically gener-
ated within me great SELF-
CONFIDENCE. I KNEW I could! I was
DETERMINED | wOULD!

Now wasn’t this a fine thing to

| arouse in a boy of 16? Wasn’t it a

fine way for a boy to start out in
life? We shall see!

Choosing a Vocation

At 18 I ran across a book in the Des
Moines (where I was born and
brought up) Public Library. Its title
was Choosing a Vocation. 1 took the
book out on my library card. It took

me through a thorough self-analysis -

by Herbert W Armstrong

PART

of talents, aptitudes, abilities,
strengths and weaknesses, faults to
be overcome, likes and dislikes. It
took me also through a thorough

analysis of the differing require--

ments of various vocations, profes-
sions, businesses and jobs. I felt I
was choosing skillfully. I chose AD-
VERTISING and JOURNALISM as my
life profession.

And I went at it with zest and
enthusiasm. I chose my own jobs.
First I started in want ads on a daily
newspaper. I didn’t ask for a job—I

‘ Just told the want-ad manager I was
going to work for him. I used my
head on the job. I worked hard, at a
fast pace. Soon I was taking so
much advertising away from the old
Register Leader, the leading want-
ad medium, that they tried to hire
me away from the Evening Capital
at $2 per week higher salary.

Then I decided to spend three
| years with the Merchants’ Trade
| Journal, largest trade journal in the
U.S. Again I “hired myself a job.”
They didn’t need any help. But with
assurance, confidence, enthusiasm
and some salesmanship, 1 got the
job. With them I wrote advertising
copy, studied style in writing; 1
toured the United States as an edi-
torial representative. In my articles I
pioneered the public opinion polls
which led to all of today’s polls,
from Gallup, Harris, and on to doz-
ens of others.

Then I opened an office in the
Loop in Chicago (heart of the
downtown district) as a publishers’
representative for all the leading
bank journals. For the next seven
years in this business I had my chief
contacts with the presidents and
board chairmen of the largest banks
| of South La Salle Street, and of
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New York, as well as the heads of
the largest industrial corporations.
Goodyear Tire and Rubber, J.I.
Case, John Deere & Co. and Avery
Co. were among my clients. I threw
myself into constant contact with
the top and most successful men—as
part of my own learning and prepa-
ration for future success. I was mak-
ing, on the equivalent of today’s
dollar value, an income of about
$150,000 per year, with very minor
expenses.

Unusual Dream

I was married in 1917 at age 25. In a
few weeks’ time, my wife had a most
unusual dream in which it was re-
vealed to her by an angel that God
had an important commission for
me and that Christ was coming
soon. I didn’t take it seriously,
though I suggested she tell it to the
pastor of the church on the nearest
corner to our flat, to see if he could
make anything of it. It soon passed
from mind. I was not a bit religious
at that time.

After this, the flash depression of
1920 literally swept my business
away.

In 1924 we drove a Model T Ford
from Des Moines to the Pacific
Northwest. Packed into that little
car with all our luggage, tent and
sleeping equipment were my wife
and I and our two daughters, my
wife’s brother Walter Dillon, and
her unmarried sister Bertha. There
were no paved highways in 1924.
Just dirt, mud and gravel roads. No
motels—but camps and a few empty
barnlike pioneer “motels.” They
were called “cabins.” The trip took
18 days.

Immediately, I sold my services as
a merchandising specialist to the
Vancouver (Washington) Colum-
bian for six months at one-third of
the entire payroll.

Unshakable Challenge

Following this I started an advertis-
ing service for laundries—semi-
syndicated. It was tremendously
successful from the start. We were
DOUBLING the volume of business of
our clients within six months to a
year. Just as it promised to go na-
tional into a multimillion-dollar en-

terprise, an advertising agency in
Indianapolis talked the Laundry
Owners’ National Association into a
large advertising campaign, cooper-
ated in by ALL laundries throughout
the nation, that completely ab-
sorbed the allowable advertising ex-
penditure of every laundry. They
were so well organized that the Na-
tional Association was able to bind
every laundry to it.

Again, through no fault of mine,
my business was swept right out
from under me—and there was
nothing I could do about it.

It was precisely at this time that
my wife suddenly took up “religious
fanaticism.” She began keeping the
seventh-day Sabbath. This seemed
the most terrible thing that had ever
happened in my life. I was proud.
Immediately the thought came,
“What would my former business
associates and contacts think when
they heard my wife had gone into
religious fanaticism?” I tried to talk
her out of it. She said she got it out
of the Bible.

“But the Bible says, ‘Thou shalt
keep SUNDAY,” ” I insisted.

“Wherever does it say that?” she
asked.

“Well, I don’t know where, but I
know that’s what it says because all
these churches observe SuNDAy,
and they get their religion out of the
Bible, don’t they? I don’t under-
stand the Bible myself, but I know
all these churches can’t be wrong.”

But argument was no use.

“Prove to me, by the Bible, that
Sunday is the right day, and I’ll go
back to it,” was her firm and un-
shakable cHALLENGE. Like it or not,
I was in for a real intensive Bible
study—the deepest, most thorough
research of my life.

About the same time a young sis-
ter-in-law, just out of her freshman
year of college, challenged me on
evolution. She had been inoculated
with the theory in college.

“Herbert Armstrong, you are sim-
ply IGNORANT,” she accused. Busi-
ness reverses had cut deeply into
my pride, confidence and ego, but
her contemptuous accusation cut
more deeply into what was left
of it.

I want to intervene at this point to

record that these business reverses—
having big-income businesses sud-
denly literally swept right out from
under my feet by circumstances en-
tirely beyond my control and
through no fault of mine—had
brought me to a very low level in
morale. I was like King Midas in
reverse. Everything he touched
turned to gold, you remember, but
everything I started was snatched
out from under me as if by unseen
magic. It was FRUSTRATING!

Little did I realize that God was
now dealing with me.

The TIME HAD coME! It was au-
tumn 1927. We had reached the be-
ginning of the LAST GENERATION of
this present world—the beginning of
the generation during which the
eternal Creator God is going to su-
pernaturally INTERVENE in this
world, take over all earth’s govern-'
ments, and reestablish the rule of
the Kingdom of God on earth to
rule all nations.

Gospel of the Kingdom

Jesus Christ had come 1900 years
before and ANNOUNCED the future
coming of His KINGDOM. That an-
nouncement was His gospel.

Jesus Christ did.not then come on
a “soul-saving crusade.” He came
with the message of the reestablish-
ment on earth of that GOVERNMENT
ofF Gobp. But even those who “be-
lieved on Him” did Not believe
WHAT HE sAID—His MESSAGE (John
8:30-45). There were only 120 be-
lievers after 3% years of Christ’s
preaching to countless THOUSANDS
(Acts 1:15). And believe it or not,
His gospel message—which was the
ANNOUNCEMENT of the coming
KINGDOM OF GOD—was SUPPRESSED
and not allowed to be preached in
public by A.D. 68. (Gal. 1:6-7;
Rom. 1:18 [should read “hold back
the truth”]; II Cor. 11:4).

Christ’s gospel of the Kingdom of
God (the family of God ruling the
world) was replaced by:

1) The claim that the church
(Catholic) was the Kingdom, al-
ready here.

2) The doctrine of the Trinity
which did away with the HoLy
SpiriT as the Spirit of God that can

(Continued on page 39)
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CONVERSION

(Continued from page 3)

by His GIFT actually come INTO us,
begetting us with eternal life as His
children.

3) The idea that Christ abolished
the LAwW of the GOVERNMENT OF
Gop.

All through the centuries since
around A.D. 68-70, false gospels
have been preached. The WHOLE
WORLD has been DECEIVED (Rev.
12:9). The true Church virtually
went underground. The true gospel
had to be taught secretly—not pub-
licly to the world. But by autumn
1927, we had arrived at the time of
the generation during which the
KINGDOM OF Gop will be estab-
lished; Christ shall come in AL-
MIGHTY POWER AND GLORY and rule
the world.

It will mark the END of this world.
It will bring in the happy, joyous,
PEACEFUL WORLD TOMORROW.

The time had come when God
wanted the imminent coming of His
KINGDOM ANNOUNCED.

And He was calling me for that
PURPOSE!

‘Search for Truth

I was angered by this DOUBLE chal-
lenge—my wife’s and my sister-in-
law’s—into the most intensive study
and research of my life.

But I wanted ALL THE FACTS on
. BOTH SIDES. I wanted the TRUTH!

I delved through Darwin, Haec-
kel, Huxley, Lyell, Lamarck—all the
foremost advocates of evolution. I
| went into Genesis THOROUGHLY. I
. used all the commentaries, Bible
dictionaries, lexicons, religious ency-
clopedias, concordances—all the
Bible helps. I sought for and ob-
tained all the- literature 1 could
AGAINST the Sabbath. But proof had
to come from the Bible. I entered
into the first real study of the Bible
of my life.

I was literally STUNNED when I
saw, in Romans 6:23, that the pen-
alty for sin is DEATH! Since child-
hood, in Sunday school, I had been
brought up to believe the penalty
for sin is ETERNAL LIFE—in hellfire—
a fire that continues burning FOR-
EVER, but never burns up. Then the

latter half of the same verse:
“...but the GIFT of God is ETERNAL
LIFE through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
That completely floored me! Always
I had been taught I already had eter-
nal life; I was an immortal soul.
And did not my church get its teach-
ing from the Bible? Surely all these
churches couldn’t be wrong!

But there it was in PLAIN LAN-
GUAGE—in the Bible! I was dumb-
founded to read, TWICE, in the
Bible: “The souL that sinneth,
IT sHALL DIE” (Ezek. 18:4, 20).

Then I read: “The ETERNAL GOD
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and MAN
[dust of the ground] BECAME a living
souL” (Gen. 2:7). The soul, then,
came from the ground and is MOR-
TAL. God said to our first parents
that if they took of the forbidden
fruit, they would SURELY DIE. But
they did not believe wHAT GoD
SAID. Satan said they would NoOT
die—that is, they were immortal
souls—and they believed Satan as
mankind has ever since.

I give you this one illustration out
of many to show you that I found
clear evidence with my own eyes, in
the Bible, that “all these churches
CAN be wrong”; that they do not get
their teachings from the Bible; but
in most basic truths are DECEIVED
into teaching precisely the OPPOSITE
of the Bible.

I PROVED evolution untrue. For a
while I believed it—as long as I stud-
ied Darwin, and especially Haeckel,
Huxley and such advocates, without
looking at the other side of the coin.
And when I did clearly examine the
other side, which included an IN-
DEPTH study of the Bible, I PROVED
evolution to be a FALSE THEORY—an
actual FABLE that has DECEIVED the

whole intellectual and “educated”

world!

I PROVED the existence of GoOD as
Creator, Designer, Giver and
Source of LIFE, and the basic Source
of all RIGHT KNOWLEDGE.

Most Important Commission

Further, I PROVED to my own satis-
faction that the HoLy BIBLE as orig-
inally written is the infallible
REVELATION of basic KNOWLEDGE

from Gobp—in other words, the in-
fallible Word of God.

And I found in it the MISSING DI-
MENSION IN KNOWLEDGE—undiscov-
ered by science, never revealed by
religion, unknown and untaught by
higher education! By the “missing
dimension in knowledge,” I mean
the answers to questions such
as, Who are we? Why are we?
Where are we going? What is
the way? Why can’t we have world
peace?

WHAT HAD HAPPENED?

I didn’t realize it then, but God
was now calling me to prepare me
for the MOST IMPORTANT COMMIS-
SION in more than 1900 years!

But wHY ME?

It seemed absurd—it still does
now—for I did not fully realize the
full force of what was happening
then. I have known hundreds of
men greater than I—with better
minds, more capacity of mind,
stronger personalities, greater abil-
ity—and YET, GOD HAS CHOSEN
NONE OF THEM!

WHY? As I look back over the
years at what GoD has done through
me, | shake my head in bewildered
disbelief. But God did prepare me.
He brought me down low. He took
away all that built-up false pride,
self-confidence, cocksureness, van-
ity, desire for material rewards.

What very few realize is that Gop
does not choose men as people do.
God does not call to His service the
GREAT, but the humble—or those He
can reduce until they become
humble.

God says: “For ye see your call-
ing [to His service], brethren, how
that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many

“noble, are called: But God hath

chosen the foolish [those who seem
so to men] things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the
world . ..” (I Cor. 1:26-27).

What about the prouD—as I once
was? “God resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble”
(James 4:6; I Pet. 5:5). He certainly
resisted me, humbled me, brought
me ready to accept HIS TRUTH as He
now finally revealed it to me.

But do not suppose that I quickly
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and easily came to admit my wife | to be thrown on the junk pile.”

was right. I spent a solid six months
| in virtual night-and-day study de-
| termined to find the TRUTH. The
TRUTH which God did reveal to me
is not what I then wanted or was
searching for. But in the search I left
no stone unturned.

Six-Month Study

This intensive six-month study was
only the beginning. It still continues
today in my 85th year. But it took
that first six months to bring me to
see the basic TRUTH—to see that [/
had been wrong! To find, for the first
time, God’s TRUTH. And, as I have
said, in the meantime God was soft-
ening me up for the final blow—
humbling me, taking away that ex-
alted seLr-confidence and vanity.
He was bringing down my morale.

I found that I had to replace SELE-
confidence with the NEW coN-
FIDENCE which is FAITH.

Now came the greatest inner
battle of my life.

To accept the TRUTH meant—so I
| supposed—to cut me off from all
former friends, business associates
and acquaintances, and all ties to
business. It meant GIvING UP all I
had my heart set on since age 16.

It meant a TOTAL CHANGE of life.
It meant a CHANGE from the “GET”
way of this world to the “GIVE” way
of God—to God’s way of LOVE.

But then, at the same time, I had
been beaten down. I had been bro-
ken in human spirit, frustrated. I
had come to decide that I had
entirely overrated myself all
these years. I was not the superior
person my employer had made me
think I was at age 16. I came to
acknowledge, “I'm nothing but a
burned-out hunk of junk not worthy

1

Now came my real conversion—or
the first beginning phase of it!

In desperation, I threw myself on
God’s mercy. My life was worth
nothing more to me; and I said to
God that I knew I had nothing to
offer Him, but if He would forgive
me, take me as HIs, give me by His
grace His Holy Spirit, I would Grve
MYSELF TO HIM for the remainder of
my life. If He could put to any use
this worthless dreg of humanity, I
would accept Jesus Christ as per-
sonal Savior, and give what was left
of this worthless self to Him!

I was in dead earnest! I MEANT IT!
And I still MEAN IT!

Next came an intensive study into
biblical teaching about water bap-
tism. I was brought up in a Protes-
tant church that does not believe in
water baptism. But I found that I
had to be baptized and that there
was no PROMISE | would receive the
Holy Spirit until water baptism.

I will cover that and the facts of
my receiving the Holy Spirit in the
next issue of The Plain Truth.

Questions To Be Answered

Does a sudden physical sensation
accompany the receiving of the
Holy Spirit? Must one “speak with
tongues” (that is, in some unknown
language) to prove he has received
the Holy Spirit?

What about all these questions?
And once “saved”—having accepted
Christ as Savior—are you ALWAYS
saved, no matter how you live there-
after?

I repeat the question: Is con-
version a sudden EXPERIENCE, Of is it
a lifelong PROCESS?

I have not yet answered those
questions. I have not yet told you of

my EXPERIENCE of receiving the
Holy Spirit. There is MUCH MORE TO
COME in this series. O

RECOMMENDED READING

Herbert W. Armstrong, Plain Truth
Editor-in-Chief, has written several eye-
opening booklets containing detailed
explanations of the topics broached in
the above article. The titles are: Which
Day Is the Christian Sabbath?, Does
God Exist?, What Is the True Gospel?
and All About Water Baptism. Please
write for your free copies. Addresses
are on the inside front cover.

Personal from...

(Continued from page 1)
sight.” I asked this man if he kept
God’s commandments.

“No!” he said emphatically. “The
commandments were done away.”

40

I talked to him awhile but did not
pray for him—for that matter he did
not ask me to—but said that if he
would like, I would call again. This I
did, and he ridiculed God’s com-
mandments, and still did not
request that I pray for him. I had
given up on him.

Then one day months later, when
I was driving past his street off Fos-
ter Road, I wondered if I ought to

stop and see him again but decided
against it.

At the very next block that same
UNSEEN STRONG HAND took hold of
my steering wheel, and, in spite of
my trying with all my strength to
keep the steering wheel driving the
car straight ahead on Foster Road,
it turned me onto this side street. I
was shocked—frightened. I had tried
to hold the steering wheel steady. I
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tried to resist the invisible force,
turning the wheel with all my might,
but failed. Suddenly I found myself
driving down this side street.

“Oh well,” I thought, “I’ll drive to

the next cross street and turn back.”
But at the end of the block the street
turned right oNLY. I was now forced
to turn right and the street then
turned right again, into the very street
where the paralyzed man lived.

By this time I decided it had been
an angel that turned me there and
that God wanted me to see this man
again. I found him now stricken
with blood poisoning—the doctors
giving him less than 24 hours to live.

I told him how I had been mirac-
ulously brought there.

“I believe God wants to PROVE TO
you that He will heal you 1F you
will obey Him and keep His com-
mandments,” I said. “If you want, I
will pray for the healing of the
blood poisoning to SAVE YOUR LIFE.
And if then you will repent and
obey Him, I will pray for your
twisted spine and paralytic condi-
tion and HE wILL HEAL YoU.”

“Yes,” he answered. “You pray
for the healing of the blood poison-
ing to save my life.”

I did. I called again the next day.
He was COMPLETELY HEALED of the
blood poisoning, to the doctors’ as-
tonishment.

But as for keeping God’s com-
mandments, he only laughed  in
scorn.

“God has PROVED to you by this
test that He will heal you of your
paralytic condition I1F you will obey
Him. Since you refuse, and ridicule
and make fun of His command-
ments, there is nothing more I can
do for you. I am terribly disap-
pointed and sorry. Good-bye.”

I have never seen or heard of that
man since.

There have been numerous times
when I know God has providen-
tially saved my life and protected
me from harm. He has kept me in
vigorous health most of the time,
healed me when ill—which is sel-
dom—watched over me. I am grate-
ful beyond words. With David I say,
“Oh how love I thy law.... Thou
through thy commandments hast
made me wiser than mine enemies:
for they are ever with me” (Ps.
119:97-98). O
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(Continued from page 29)

scribes and Pharisees. “For when
John came to show you the right
way to live, you did not believe
him, but the tax-gatherers and
prostitutes did; and even when you
had seen that, you did not change
your minds and believe him”
(Matt. 21:31-32, The New English
Bible).

Today, the individual Christian
can fall into the same trap as Saul
and the Pharisees if he begins to
equate righteousness or the absence
of sin with such things as times, cy-
cles and dates, technical points of
doctrine, dress and dietary codes,
or length and/or frequency of per-
sonal prayer and Bible study.
While these things can certainly
help, of and by themselves they are
not esoteric keys to the Kingdom
that will somehow guarantee per-
petual grace and favor with the Al-
mighty.

If a person’s righteousness is
based on outward observance
rather than inner conviction he
could easily be thrown into a state
of spiritual disequilibrium when
changes take place in his most
cherished points of practice. If the
individual then insists on retaining
his outward formulas to the letter,
like some kind of spiritual security
blanket, he could end up like the
Pharisees and scribes who found it
difficult to make any kind of mean-
ingful response to the message
Christ brought.

God is looking for the individual
who is willing to admit he has been
wrong, not one who is too self-righ-
teous to ever be willing. The man
who is hung up about his outward
righteousness may ultimately end
up being the last one to really get
the message. O

RECOMMENDED READING

Several of our Worldwide Church of
God publications are germane to the
above subject. To receive your free
copies, simply request them by title:
What Is a Real Christian? What Do You
Mean . . . Salvation? and Just What Do
You Mean . . . Kingdom of God? (Mail-
ing addresses are on inside front
cover.)

DINOSAURS

(Continued from page 33)

the time of the original creation;
perhaps it was billions of years ago.

Nor does the creation week of
Genesis constitute the only time of
creation. This is evident from verse
2 of Genesis 1, where we find some-
thing unexpected—the earth “was
[became] without form, and void.”
Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 show the
earth was at one time under the rule
of the archangel Lucifer, and that
his rule occurred before the Genesis
account of the creation of man.
(Write for the free booklet Did God
Create a Devil?) Thus the creation
described in Genesis 1, beginning
with verse 2, is a later creation, after
the world of the dinosaur. Indeed,
the Bible never mentions dinosaurs,
though it does name many other
creatures.

The creation described in Gen-
esis—that of mammals, birds, flow-
ering plants and man—is that of an
era following the dinosaur world. It
is actually a re-creation, a refurbish-
ing of an already existing earth.

Both the Bible and the strati-
graphic record show that the only
sensible answer is that the' dino-
saurs and their world existed before
the creation of man and the cre-
ation week of Genesis 1.

With this overview of the age of
reptiles, the facts of science and the
account in Genesis take on new
meaning. There is no real conflict
between science and the Bible. But a
seeming conflict sometimes arises
because men have misunderstood
and misinterpreted not only the fos-
sil record but also the biblical ac-
count.

These truths have been lost to a
world taught to believe either in the
Bible-denying theory of evolution
and a totally uniformitarian inter-
pretation of geology or in the unten-
able “religious” concept of a 6,000-
year-old earth and a geology based
entirely on Noah’s Flood.

Dinosaurs do not disprove the
Bible; there is no conflict between
the fossil record and Scripture. In-
stead, science and the Bible mu-
tually amplify and complement
each other. O
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