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AND NOW--CHRIST SETS CHURCH ON
GOD'S ORGANIZATIONAL TRACK

by Herbert W, Armstrong

For a full year now, the HEAD of God's Church, Jesus Christ, has
been moving swiftly to set God's Church, College and Work back on God's
track.

WHY did the living Christ 20 months ago bring me back from DEATH?
For of a truth, I was as dead as any has ever been--for from 30 seconds
up to 1% minutes. Had not desperate measures been taken I would never
have taken another breath of air.

WHY did Christ, the 1living HEAD of God's Church, bring me back?
I know, now, by what He has done these 20 months. God has a GREAT PURPOSE
He is working out here on earth--in and through mortal humans. He works
through those He has called and chosen for various responsibilities in
His overall PURPOSE!

Until about a year ago now--April of last year--I had not yet
fully recovered in physical strength to be back on the job full force.

As I now look back, I see what Christ has done through His servant
whose life and full mental vitality He restored.

This Church was not readx for Christ's soon return as KING of
Kings to rule.

We need to stop and REALIZE THIS!

Read again these significant words: "Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it...that he
might present it to himself a GLORIOUS CHURCH, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing; but that it should be HOLY and WITHOUT BLEMISH" (Eph.
5:25-27).

Fellow ministers of Jesus Christ, this church a year ago WAS NOT
HOLY AND WITHOUT BLEMISH (spiritually speaking, of course).

Then we find, in the not too far distant time from now, "Alleluia!
for the Lord God Omnipotant reigneth! Let us be glad and rejoice, and
give honor to him; for the MARRIAGE of the Lamb is come, and HIS WIFE HATH
MADE HERSELF READY"! (Rev. 19:6-7.) ’

Fellow ministers, God's Church a year ago WAS FAR from ready for
that divine wedding! But as I look back on the past year, the living
Jesus Christ has used me as His instrument in swiftly setting His Church
back on HIS TRACK. There is much more in prophecy about this, of which
I will write later.
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But tco many seem to forget JESUS CHRIST is the LIVING, ACTING
HEAD of this Church. We must all guit leaving Christ out of it. But
Christ LIVES~~-and this is NOT just a "work"” of men--above all, it's not
just a "work"™ I as a human thought up and developed. The living Christ
BROUGHT ME BACK TO LIFE! And WHY? What has He been doing through me?
Swiftly He has been TURNING THIS CHURCH AROUND--setting it back on GOD'S
track, as GOD'S Church--NOT MAN'S:

And we needed to be brougnt closer--everv one of us to GOD in
prayer and fasting and in dedication, sacrificing everything form now on,
for GOD'S WORK. God has allowed this massive PERSECUTION by the State
of California to drive us to our knees--closer to GOD, and bound together
CLOSER AMONG OURSELVES. Now God allowed the most listened to TV program,
"60 Minutes," to attack and malign and FALSELY represent us to MANY more
people than the State of California persecution reached.

GOD IS DRAWING US CLOSER TO HIM, AND CLOSER TOGETHER!

And now--Christ is moving me to set His Church on GOD'S organi-
zational structure. For though the Church is NOT a legal corporation, it
IS a SPIRITUAL ORGANISM, and that spiritual organism is intended by the
mighty GOD to be ORGANIZED~--and organized HIS WAY!

I have realized for 52 years that God's form of government is
rule from the TOP down.

In God's rule over the UNIVERSE, we have God at the TOP, and under
Him, and over all else, is CHRIST! But they are DIVINE beings! They
are not human, or subject to human mistakes. I have had to learn that on
the far lower HUMAN plane all is different.

I made the MISTAKE of thinking God intended the same form in the
HUMAN government over His Church.

I was WRONG!

You see, Garner Ted Armstrong, my son, was not perfect like Christ
nor I like God. I said to Ted more than once in the past ten years, "Ted,
how wonderful it would be if--as there is a Father-and-Son over the whole
UNIVERSE~-there could be also a human father-and-son over God's Church ON
EARTH:" 1In their PERFECT divine relationship, the Son does not shut those
under Him OFF_from the Father--nor does He say it would be taking it over
His /Christ's/ head if we go directly to the Father (in prayer).

I mentioned how Jesus said, "I have done nothing of myself. The
Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works." Jesus taught ONLY what
God the Father told Him to teach. He said, "I have not spoken of myself,
The Father which sent me, He gave me a commandment what I should speak."
Jesus said, "My Father is GREATER than I." He said, "I have kept my
Father's commandments." Jesus was always in PERFECT HARMONY, and always
UNDER His Father. But every time I mentioned this Father-and-son harmony,
Ted very quickly changed the subject. I did not know it then--but he has
made it perfectly clear since he was excommunicated from God's Church
that he NEVER agreed with his father--and that means in regard to many,
many beliefs and doctrines.
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You see, God's Church in our time was founded, and built, on the
teachings and doctrines that the living Christ had taught me. He raised
up this Church through ME, when Ted was yet three years old--although one
of the ridiculous and outrageous statements he has made is that HE,
Garner Ted, built the Worldwide Church of God! All of which (the hostile
disagreement) is very regretful to me. 1In spite of the fact that he
continually DISHONORS his father now, (cf. Ex. 20:12--and the COMMANDMENT
does not say "Fathers must deserve their sons' honor") I grieve more than
you can know at his present attitude and ungodly performance.

But I tried to make a "father-and-son" relationship work at the
head of God's Church AND IT DIDN'T WORK!

I think you all will remember the diagram I used to draw and
publish showing what I mistakenly conceived as GOD'S chain of authority
and form of Church Government. I had God the Father at the top--top in
authority, then Christ next under God. Then, on the human plane myself
under Christ, and Garner Ted under me~-with departments such as "Mail
Processing," "Financial Affairs," "Ambassador College," "CAD" as we used
to call it, etc. etc. under Ted.

What was WRONG with that diagram and form of church organization?
It allowed Ted to simply SHUT OFF myself, Christ and God--all above him,
since the diagram showed all else under Ted. Now I had MEANT IT to
represent that all departments were under ME and under CHRIST and under
GOD. But Ted didn't see it the way I did, or administer 1t the way I
authorized. He took ALL power to himself. The men in the top positions,
such as Mr. Meredith, Mr. McNair, Dr. Hoeh, Dibar Apartian, Norman Smith,
Dennis Luker, were either demoted and ridiculed, or shanghaied away to
some other part of the earth. Ted surrounded himself with a small groups
with whom he felt comfortable.

But, even though a Father-and-Son relationship does work PERFECTLY
on the divine level, it did not=-and I think now that God knew it NEVER
WOULD--work out harmoniously on the human level.

T have not made a whole lot of mistakes—--but I stand on record
that when mistakes are brought to my mind, I do CORRECT THEM! And I
fervently hope each of you do the same.

But when I look into the Bible to see how God organized His Church

on the HUMAN level, 1 find something altogether DIFFERENT than the divine
level.

In Acts 7:38 ancient Israel under Moses was called "the church
in the wilderness.” A change was made in the Church from physical to
spiritual--from carnality to Spirit-mindedness. But GOD does not change,
nor does His form of human governmental organization.

So, start with the beginning of the Church. God put MOSES as
human leader. Who was "second in command"? Ah! We may look in vain=--
but NOBODY was second in command, and over all Israel, except Moses!:

Did the people say, when Moses was 87 yvears old, "We must vote for
someone to take his place, for Moses is certain to die in the next day or
two." ©No, Moses did not die at 87 and even did marry again. The point
I wish to make, and hope ALL OF YOU GET THE POINT, is, Moses did not die
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until the mission to which God called him was completed! And as far as

I know, God has not let ANY servant of His, whom He had called for some
special service, die before his mission was completed! God hasn't changed.
But even if God had changed, and I should die--as I'm sure my son and some
others have eagerly hoped--~WHO would head the Church? 1I'll tell you who:
JESUS CHRIST! He isn't going to die right away. Do you have
some one in mind you'd like to see take that job? FORGET IT. Get your
mind off of human mundane thoughts! Put JESUS CHRIST back into your
thinking! Remember HE is ALIVE, and HEADING THIS CHURCH! - Whether I, or
some one else, is to be the human leader of this Church one, two, five

or even ten years from now--THAT IS FOR JESUS CHRIST to decide--N O T

Y O U !

But let's carry on. Maybe God changed a little later? GOD
appointed Joshua to lead Israel across Jordan into the promised land.
THERE WAS NO NUMBER 2 MAN.

Later God raised up judges, or heroes, to deliver Israel from
being a vassal state--yet NO NUMBER 2 in charge.

Then we come to the Prophets Eli and Samuel. NO NUMBER 2! The
people wanted a HUMAN king instead of God. They had Saul--but nc second
in command. David attended to Saul, played the harp for him--but he was
not second IN COMMAND! Next GOD put David on the throne--but NONE SECOND
IN AUTHORITY. Two of David's sons tried to "take over" just as I had a
son who did--but they lost their lives.

There was no second in command under Solomon, nor under Rehoboam.
Thereafter both Israel and Judah became captive nations.

There was no second in command under Jesus when He was on earth.
A disputed point by some is that after Jesus' resurrection and ascension,
all twelve apostles were equal. I have PROVED Peter was in charge--and
there was no second in command. Paul was in charge over Gentiles.

NOTICE! On the day of Pentecost, Peter spoke with AUTHORITY
(Acts 2:14-39). But even before that Peter was leader (Acts 1:15). Peter
was leader (Acts 3:4 and on). 1In Acts 4:8 Peter was the leader. Peter
was in authority. In Acts 5:3 Peter was IN CHARGE! 1In Acts 5:15 it
was PETER'S SHADOW that healed the sick. In Acts 5:29 PETER was the
spokesman of the apostles saying we should OBEY GOD, rather than human
government, Much of chapter 6 and all of the very long chapter 7 is
filled with the story of Stephen. In Acts 8:20 Peter rebuked the first
pope. In Acts 9:32 Peter was the leader in a healing. In Acts 9:38
Peter raised Dorcus from the dead. In Acts 10 it was PETER whom Christ
chose of all the apostles to first carry salvation to the Gentiles. In
Acts 11 it was PETER who explained to the other apostles how God had
opened salvation to Gentiles.

In Acts 12, when the Roman ruler and king, Herod, saw it would please
the Jews tc put an apostle in prison, he knew PETER was the leader, and
so put him in prison. Beginning Acts 13 the history turns primarily to
the Gentiles and the Apostle Paul is shown to be the leader. But in Acts
15 , As I have explained in detail before, at the meeting of apostles
and evangelists in Jerusalem, it was PETER who settled the gquestion,
which James merely affirmed and made official, because he was pastor of
the local, but headquarters church at Jerusalem.
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In Galatians 1:18 Paul went up to Jerusalem to see PETER, because
Peter had leadership over the people of Israel as Paul over the Gentiles.
In Galatians 2:8 Paul shows that Peter had primacy in the apostleship
to the "circumcision" as Paul had to the Gentiles.

GOD, in ruling among humans, HAS ALWAYS WORKED THROUGH ONE MAN
AT A TIME--NEVER TWQO MEN--NEVER ONE HAVING COMPLETE AUTHORITY UNDER THE
TOP HUMAN IN AUTHORITY--NEVER BY COMMITTEES OR GROUPS! Always that one
man is CHOSEN BY CHRIST--never by PEOPLE!

God's Form of Government

And so, God's form of GOVERNMENT in His Church is, first, at the
top in supreme authority, GOD the Father. Under Him, Christ, to whom
the Father has delegated ALSO TOTAL AUTHORITY (as He never does to any
HUMAN). Then, on the earthly human level Christ's chosen APOSTLE, and
under him on a straight and equal line (nc one over another), these de-~
partment heads: Mail Processing, Buildings and Grounds, Ambassador College,
Financial Affairs, PLAIN TRUTH Editorial Production, PLAIN TRUTH mechani-
cal Production, Pastoral Administration, Festival Office, Television and
Radio Production, Bible Correspondence Course, Good News and Worldwide
News Production, etc.

Each of these under the Apostle. No one of these over any other.
But, IF each department head will DAILY, CONSTANTLY keep the living Jesus
CHRIST in his mind and heart, I'm sure there will be harmony.

The press has called us the "BELEAGUERED WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD."

WHY? We do not have power struggles, envies, competition, Jjealousies,
between one LAY MEMBER and the others! All this "BELEAGUERNESS" has origi-
nated on the fourth floor of the Hall of Administration: I MEAN THAT
brother Ministers! And Jesus Christ--the very much alive and DYNAMIC

" CHRIST--through me intends now to PUT AN END TO IT! If there is any more
political lobbying for or against another, any more semblance of power
struggle for a top spot, the living CHRIST THROUGH ME WILL DEAL SWIFTLY
with it!

WHY IS IT, fellow ministers? The troubles, of course have ORIGI-
NATED with Satan--but Satan has been able to work through some of us when
we did not realize it!

UNDERSTAND THIS! I have said to many groups around the world--
groups of top officials of governments, groups of the grass roots, and
privately to heads of state, that there are just TWO ways or philosophies
of life, basically~--the one is "GET" the other is "GIVE." The "GIVE"
way 1s that of Him who said: "It is more blessed to GIVE than to receive."
Actually that is the way of "LOVE"--and love is an out-flowing concern for
the good and welfare of others. The other is Satan's way--wanting to
"GET" more money, more authority or power, more of whatever one lusts for.

GOD ALMIGHTY brought me back from DEATH! He brought me back, not
only to FINISH carrving His Gospel of the Kingdom of God into all the
world, but also BECAUSE HIS CHURCH WAS NOT "HOLY, NOT HAVING SPOT OR
WRINKLE OR ANY SUCH THING." Just as sure as He set Zerubabbel to build
the physical second Temple to which Christ came 1900 years ago, so He has
raised me up to build His SPIRITUAL TEMPLE--the Household of God, "which
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groweth unto an HOLY TEMPLE IN THE LORD." And it MUST BE MADE READY for
the MARRIAGE when Christ returns. AND WE HAVEN'T MUCH TIME!

WHY is it that the troubles that have been aired to the world by
the media have originated on the 4th floor, Hall of Administration? Those
there are ON SALARY. They are "GETTING" from the Work. The lay brethren
in New York state, Alabama, Wisconsin, Kansas, do not cause trouble!

When the largest state in the Union attacks and tries to DESTROY the
Church of the living GOD, and I send out a letter telling them of the
need, their letters by the multiple THOUSANDS come back, telling me they
are back of me 100%-—-telling me how much they love me!

This Church's harrassment started ten years or more ago. Before
that we had PEACE. Before that we were growing 30% a year!

But some ten vears ago--especially since 1973--when my son, who
DISAGREED WITH WHAT I HAD TAUGHT THE CHURCH TO BELIEVE, took over second
in command and adroitly as SATAN moved him, turned it into TOP COMMAND--
not only cutting me off above him, but also Christ and God. From that
time CHRIST WITHDREW HIS BLESSING, and no longer did we grow at all!

Look how many top-flight men--those GETTING the highest salaries--
on the fourth floor--have been put out or gone out! THEY are the ones
that went to this world's press, which caused all the evil reports to go
to the world. I have never given the press ONE WORD!

To cut this short, GOD BROUGHT ME BACK FROM DEATH TO CLEAN UP HIS
CHURCH. CHRIST THRU ME HAS BEEN DOING THAT! I don't fear death any more.
I shall not be intimidated! I know it is the will of Christ to CLEAN UP
THIS CHURCH. He is bringing MASSIVE PERSECUTION ON US. WHY? To bring
us to our knees! To bring us closer together! AND THE BRETHREN HAVE BEEN
RESPONDING! And GOD IS BLESSING THEM! He WILL restore His blessing to
His Church and Work TWO-FOLD, or even TEN-FOLD!

* % % % %

WHERE IS HEADQUARTERS?
by Herbert W. Armstrong

Before I answer the question "WHERE is Headquarters?" let me once
again define the word "apostle." An apostle is "cne sent forth."

Jesus Christ was and still is the HEAD of God's Church. But Jesus
was NOT a "9 to 5" office executive. He kept moving from town to town.
Had today's State of California politicians been in Jerusalem then, they
would have accused Him of "siphoning off huge sums of money for His own
use." Jesus TRAVELLED to spread the Gospel of the KINGDOM OF GOD. 1If
He were here today He would travel as I do. They travelled then mostly
by foot--or by ship--but Jesus wore FINE QUALITY CLOTHES.

“Headquarters“ then was wherever Jesus happened to be. Head-
quarters today is in my very small office in Tucson, Arizona.

Some get the idea that Headquarters is in Pasadena--that some
Oone or ones there MAKE ALL THE DECISIONS--devise all the future PLANS.
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You read in the Pastor's Report of how often various ones are in touch
with me. Do you assume that they merely once in a while tell me what
HEADQUARTERS has decided?

For a year now, I have taken back FULL CONTROL of the Church,
the College, the Foundation. I HAVE MADE ALL THE DECISIONS! I have made
all the plans for the future. If others at Pasadena have ideas they
wish to implement they must clear it with me, and have my approval.

What I am trying to say is, THIS ENTIRE WORK IS, ON THE EARTHLY
HUMAN LEVEL, HEADED BY ME JUST THE SAME AS IF I WERE STILL LIVING IN
PASADENA, AND WORKING FROM MY OFFICE THERE EVERY DAY!

I am in CONSTANT contact with the heads of EVERY DEPARTMENT. I
have many telephone calls every day. I call individuals, pairs or groups
to Tucson when I need to go over things with them personally instead of by
phone. I have NOT relinquished my leadership over the Work in any manner.

A part of our Headquarters staff has been moved here-—-especially
in the Mail Processing department. Money is opened here, recorded, and
banked, exactly as it was in Pasadena, and by the same trusted and loyal
staff.

When Jesus was on earth, "Headquarters" was wherever Jesus was at
the minute. Now He operates this great Work through His chosen apostle

--and Headquarters is WHEREVER HIS APOSTLE IS.
: * * % * %

FROM PASTORAL ADMINISTRATION

Dear Fellow Ministers:

Greetings again from Pasadena! It is good to be back and a wonderful
Passover season was experienced in nearly all areas of God's Church around
the world. Several of us from Headquarters were privileged to fly out
and visit some of the major church areas during this time.

My wife and I flew to Cincinnati where I spoke before 3,000 people
assembled in Cincinnati's fine old Music Hall on the first holy day. We
had enjoyable dinners and meetings with the area ministers and the brethren.
Then we flew on to New York to a most enjoyable church social -- beginning
the very night we arrived. Again, I held a couple of meetings with the
area ministers and was able to speak twice to about 2,200 brethren on the
final holy day. I won't try to describe the trips of all the other men,
but most of them report growth and enthusiasm in the areas they visited --
for which we were all most thankful. Attendance and offerings were up
at nearly all Passover sites, and God's Work continues to grow in spite
of the problems. A number of areas reported a significant increase in
the number of baptisms this year just before Passover. Apparently, our
current trial has caused quite a number of people to "commit" themselves
to God's Work and get off the fence.

One unhappy note was the situation in Hawaii. We had to switch our
prevxgusly announced plans and send Mr. Dennis Luker to Hawaii because
our minister there, John Ouvrier, had been carefully "programming" our
brethren against God's Work and against His apostle, Mr. Armstrong. In



