orldwide Church of God

Has Nothing to Hide -
But Much to Protect!

NE OF THE more absurd,

false allegations made by the
Attorney General in his efforts to
destroy the Worldwide Church of
God has been the alleged failure
of the Church, Ambassador Col-
lege and the Ambassador Inter-
national Cultural Foundation to
render an accounting.

ALL FINANCIAL
TRANSACTIONS REPORTED

This accusation is particularly
surprising, in that each corporation
has filed with the State of California
an annual accounting on forms pre-
scribed by the State and in the detail
required by those forms.

Specificallv. Amt Y

Int:

Ambassador College files a similarly
detailed nmuntmg each year with the

hide. We still have nothing to hide. At
no time did the Church, College or

State of Cali F hise Tax

Board. Its latest audited report was a
52-page document that required over
250 hours to prepare and which listed
each transaction with each officer and
director, as well as other pertinent infor-
mation such as description of each piece
of real or personal property sold during
the year along with the buyer's name
and relationship, the historical cost, fair
market value, expenses of sale, and gross
sales price.

CHURCH FINANCIAL
DISCLOSURES PUBLICLY
AVAILABLE

Both the Foundation and the-College
file identical disclosures with the federal
and all of these documents

tional Cultural Foundation files
with the Attorney General’s office

an annual, detailed report (Form

CT-2) listing, among other things:

the total compensation of each offi-

cer, , and key ployees;

every transaction with each officer

or director including any extensions

of mdlt or. ssles of properties; each
ng the

m available for public inspection. The
Worldwide Church of God also files an
annual information retura with the
Franchise Tax Board, although the
State has chosen to require fewer disclo-
sures of religious institutions.

In each case, the level of detail re-
quired to be presented in these account-
ings is dictated by the State and in every
instance we have complied fully with
dlich requests for nocounungu These ac-

bie to all conteib

or sale of a secunty or i
including the cost, fair market value,
and any gain or loss on the trans-
action; all distributions to other

charities or other recipients; and -

a balance sheet and income state-
ment, as well as other financial dis-
closures. This report, although not
required to be audited, is audited by
independent certified public ac-
countants, and their report, together
with the Foundation's report, are
public documents available for pub-
lic inspection. Moreover, the Foun-
dation also files an annual

tors and potential wnmbumm. They
are available to the news media. They
are most certainly available to the At-
torney General.

CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY
EVIDENT

‘Therefore, it is clearly a malicious
abuse of the legal process for the At-
torney General to state falsely that no
accounting has ever been made or that
financial disclosures have been incom-
plete. Because the Attorney General
knew these allegations were false, both
before a complaint was filed as well as

with the State of California Depart-
ment of Justice showing each Cali-
fornia financial institution (and
uccount number) mth whxch xt does
to the Am)mey General of any and
all financial records pertaining to
the Foundation held by such finan-
cial institutions.

the court di we
can only conclude that such false
charges are further evidence of the
criminal conspiracy to deprive us of
our rights, under almighty God.

WHY FIGHT?
Thus we have never had anything to

dation fail directly or indirectly to
cooperate with any requests made by
the State of California through the At-
torney General’s office or any other
agency of the State Government to ex-
amine the activities of the various enti-
ties. But, the Attorney General did not
ask for the examination! He invaded,
threatening to confiscate. And we had
no choice but to defend a lawsuit con-
taining outrageous, false and defamato-
ry allegations about the Church and its
leadership.
As long as the State of California re-

mains a plaintiff, and a self-appointed

and self-designated eriemy and adversa-
ry of the Worldwide Church of God and
its brethren, the Chumh and its breth-

ren have no it ive but

Church members are and how much
they contribute.

(3) The right to freely communicate
with Church leaders. The State, how-
ever, has recalled mailings from the
Pastor General of the Church to Church
members.

(4) The right to have Church docu-
ments dealing with ecclesiastical mat-
ters, membership lists, ministry lists,

and Church members, and communi-~
cations between the Church and its

attorneys, remain inviolate. The State,
however, demands that it be given all of

these d withoyt any ob
or safeguards.
(5) The right to maintain the Church

as @ hiergrchical entity. The State, in

to defend vigorously, resourcefully and
diligently all of its rights, constitutional
and statutory.

WHY, THEN, DO WE FIGHT
80 HARD?

The answer is clear and simple: We
fight because the State’s actions strike
at the very core of the freedoms guaran-
teed by the Constitution; indeed, the
very freedoms that this country’s foun-
ders were denied in their homelands and
sought to enjoy in the New World.

OUR IMPERILED FREEDOMS

What are these freedoms that the
Church is trying so hard to protect, and
how do the State’s actions imperil
them?

(1) The right to worship God and car-
ry out His Work in one’s own way, free
from governmental interference. This
necessarily includes the nght of the
Church and its leaders to control how
God’s money—tithes and other offer-
ings—should be used. The State's posi-
tion, on the other hand, is that it,
through a court appointed receiver,
should be the final arbiter of how
Church funds should be expended.

(2) The right to worship and contrib-

™ ute in freedom and in privacy. The

State, however, contrary to longstand-
ing principles of constitutional law, in-
sists that it has the right to learn who

Name
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WITCH-HUNT

We are mot Don Quixotes fancifully
tilting at windmills. The danger is clear
and present. The intrusion of the State
is massive and ominous. The so-called
“accounting” is in fact a witch-hunt. No
religious organization is safe; we all,
therefore, must work to halt the rising
tide which, if left unchecked, will erode
the cornerstone of religious freedom.

All Americans must be committed to
the preservation of the integrity of our
religious institutions and the freedom to
exercise our religious rights.

How can you help—what can you as
an individual do?

Let everyone know that you as an
American will not stand by and allow
our freedoms to be so callously sub-
verted. Contact your church pastor,
write your congressman, write your sen-
ator, contact the media and let your
views be known!

For more information on how you can
be more Involved in your own communi-
ty complete the coupon below and re-
turn to: Worldwide Church of God, Box
111, Pasadena, CA 91123.

Herbert W. Armstrong

Pastor General
Worldwide Church of God



