


Personal from...

Hope for the Future

O YOU see a bright future ahead?
For you? For humanity?
Personally, I do—and if you can
join me in saying that, you are one in
a hundred thousand!

Where is any good news today? Where is any
future to be found in nations developing nuclear
weapons that can erase all human, animal and plant
life from the earth?

Where is any hope to be found in the
wretchedness, ignorance, poverty, squalor and filth
in which more than half the world’s population
lives?

Where is any joyous anticipation to be found
in prosperous ‘“have” nations where sources of
drinking water—the rivers and lakes—are being
polluted and the air we breathe is being befouled,
the soil is worn out and contaminated and the
foods are being robbed of nutrition in food
factories; where homes and families are being
broken up, crime is rapidly increasing, racial
problems and violence are erupting, and sickness
and mental disturbances multiplying?

Where is happiness today? Seventy years ago, :
driving along country roads in Iowa, I saw and heard
farmers plowing behind teams of horses, singing
happily as they walked. Today, the farmers ride
tractors—but where did the singing and the
happiness go? Where do we find encouraging
reassurance for tomorrow on university campuses
where the leaders of tomorrow are consigning
morality to the limbo of an outmoded past, where
suicides are on the increase, and where unproved
doctrines are being absorbed by impressionable
minds?

Where do we find inspiration in the assertions of
world leaders and the “great,”” warning us that we
must adjust to a future of growing problems and
dangers where there are NO SOLUTIONS?

Well, for those of the above prevailing concepts,
the future must indeed appear discouragingly
bleak—if they take a look at it instead of kidding

themselves into the assumption that by ignoring the
dangers they will somehow go away.

There is a cAUSE for every effect.

There is a CAUSE for the state of the world today.
And there has to be a CAUSE that will produce the
peaceful and happy world tomorrow. There had to
be a first cause for the very existence of matter, of
life, of forces and energies.

But today, it is considered “intellectual” to be
willingly IGNORANT of that. I have said that in the
first two centuries of the so-called Christian era, it
was popular to embrace gnosticism—meaning, “we
know.” But today, it is popular to embrace
agnosticism—meaning, “we don’t know—we are
ignorant.” Today, ignorance is embraced and labeled
“knowledge.”

Is it IGNORANCE to recognize the facts of the
great first cause who reveals the true cause of all of
today’s ills? Is it wise, intellectual and
knowledgeable to be deliberately ignorant of basic
facts and truth?

There are two main ways of life—two basic
principles—two fundamental philosophies. One is the
way of GIVING, the other of GETTING. One is LOVE,
the other LUST. One believes it is more blessed to
give than to receive. The other insists that acquiring,
taking, accumulating, in the way of competition,
leads to progress and happiness.

The one way is God-centered, the other is
seLF-centered. The one accepts the Golden Rule, the
other says, “Do it to others before they do it to
you.”

The one is the way of the divine nature; the other,
the way of human nature. The one is the way of
humility; the other, of vanity.

This world—all civilization—this world’s
society—is based on the hostile, competitive,
self-centered way. It has produced every wail of
human woe. It is the way that now threatens the
extinction of humanity.

This all means one thing. Man, imbued with
human nature, is utterly UNABLE to solve his
problems. He can only (Continued on page 44)
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SHOULD YOU
TRY TO

CHANGE OTHERS?

by Herbert W. Armstrong

AVE YOU tried to

induce others to read

The Plain Truth or
listen to the World Tomor-
row program? Perhaps your
wife—your husband—one of
your family—a close relative,
or friend?

Have you tried to change
others’ views? Have you started
to “preach” to them?

If you have, you have probably
stirred controversy, antagonism—
lost a friend, or even a wife or hus-
band.

But if you haven’t—DON’T!

I know that many of our read-
ers—yes, thousands of you, out of
our millions of readers of The Plain
Truth—have been led to under-
stand God’s TRUTH. You have
learned to LOVE your Creator’s
TRUTH, which he reveals—and
which we make plain. The truth
becomes the most precious thing in
your life. You become excited
about it. You are filled with enthu-
siastic ZEAL over it.

Before, like all unconverted
people, you were SELF-centered,
selfish. But now, your mind is
Gobp-centered. Now, instead of
exclusive SELF-concern you have an
enthusiastic OUTGOING concern for
others. Especially those in your
own family—your relatives, your
closest friends. You want to share
this wonderful truth. You want
them to inherit eternal life in the
kingdom of God. You want to save
them from perishing.

Your motives are well-intended.

Your zeal is splendid—but you
may be like a woman I knew years
ago who had more zeal than wis-
dom. This woman tried by her
TALK to “save’” her husband and
her teenage son. But instead of
arguing them into it, she turned
them to hostility, resentment,
embitterment against God! This
woman tried to save her neigh-
bors—almost her whole town. She
only turned them all against
her.

But, some will ask, didn’t Jesus
tell us we are the light of the
world—and that we must let our
light SHINE?

Oh yes! But did you notice HOW
he said we must let our light shine?
Listen: “Ye are the light of the
world. . .. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may SEE your
GOOD WORKS ...” (Matt. 5:14,
16). Notice that carefully! He did
NOT say “‘that they may HEAR your
good ARGUMENTS.” He said “that
they may SEE your GOOD
WORKS”’!

But now wait a minute!

Should you ever tell anyone
about the radio program, or let any-
one see The Plain Truth? Yes, by
all means—but be CAREFUL how
you do it. To just MENTION the
broadcast to a friend, and SUGGEST
that he or she might find it inter-
esting, is fine. I wish you would.
BuT, don’t go too far! Don’t URGE,
ARGUE or try to TEACH religion.

Did you ever notice that our pro-
gram makes plain the REAL MEAN-
ING of today’s world news, and that
it reports tomorrow’s world news
before it happens? Your friends

may be interested in news, but not
in religion.

Did you ever notice that our
broadcast is not at all like the reli-
gious broadcasts on the air? It NEV-
ER starts out with religious hymns,
and a voice in a sentimental syrupy
tone. Do you know what happens
when such religious broadcasts
start? Most people who are tuned
in change stations quickly. Either
they tune to a different program, or
they turn it off. Only the “religious
audience”—a small part of the
whole audience—remains. And
they probably tune in specially
because they are regular listeners
to that particular program.

But do you know why millions of
people buy and read such magazines
as Reader’s Digest, Good House-
keeping, McCalls, etc.? These mag-
azines are filled with articles about
people—about their everyday prob-
lems—about world conditions—
HUMAN-INTEREST subjects. Many
are interested in those things. But
only a very few by comparison are
interested in a sentimental, emotion-
al, religious program that sounds
just like a church service.

On the World Tomorrow pro-
gram we want ALL people to hear
the good news. So we talk about the
things all people want to hear! We
talk about the very questions, prob-
lems, conditions and subjects that
cause multiple millions to buy and
read these other magazines, and the
newsmagazines.

But we make these interest-grip-
ping subjects far more interesting
by injecting life and spark and
meaning into them by use of bibli-
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cal material that astonishes—in a
nonreligious-sounding manner—
giving the surprising, eye-opening,
practical and authoritative answers
to the many increasingly disturbing
questions, problems, and happen-
ings of our day. In this way, we
open people’s eyes to the real
ANSWERS to the otherwise unan-
swerable problems that plague gov-
ernments, science, and people gen-
erally.

People are ASTONISHED to learn
that such answers are in the Bible.
They are being told by educators
that “there are no answers. There
are NO SOLUTIONS.” Then they
hear the ANSWERS on our pro-
gram—answers that MAKE SENSE.
It SURPRISES people to learn that
the Bible is up-to-date, dealing
with TODAY’S conditions,
news, problems.

Then there’s a lot in
HOW it is done. It is done
in the professional MAN-
NER of a network news
analyst, or a network doc-
umentary.

So, if you want to
induce more and more
people to listen to the
broadcast, tell them it is
an exciting NEWS, HU-
MAN-INTEREST, EDUCA-
TIONAL program.

The Plain Truth

in Jesus Christ, this new Christian
WAY became the most happy, joyful
experience of my life. Studying the
Bible became a passion. I plunged
into it with a fierce zeal.

The all-day sessions at the Port-
land, Oregon, public library did not
stop with my capitulation to the
truth following the six months’
anger-inspired study to end my
wife’s “fanaticism.”

No longer was it an intensive
study driven by anger and determi-
nation to have my own way. Now it
was an enthusiastic study of eager
anticipation, literally thrilling to
every new discovery of spiritual
“light” and biblical truth.

Now a passion swept over me.
With the best intentions in the
world, I set out on a vigorous cam-

19
We must let our light
shine by our

good actions . . . let people

see your good deeds
rather than your good
arguments.
b b/

Especially is this true where a hus-
band or wife yields to God’s truth
without the other.

It nearly broke up our marriage
—even though my wife Loma did
NOT attempt to inject her new reli-
gious belief into me. In our case the
marriage was saved only because I
accepted the challenge to study into
it myself, confident I could prove
she was wrong. But most mates will
not study into it. Most unconverted
mates, especially if the converted
one tries to talk the other into his
or her religion, will break up the
home.

In the more than fifty years since
my conversion, I have known of
dozens and scores of marriages that
have ended in divorce because the
newly converted mate tried to talk
the unconverted one into
accepting his or her reli-
gion. In very few, if any,
instances has the uncon-
verted mate been talked
into accepting it.

Of all things evil and
harmful a newly con-
verted Christian can do,
the very WORST is to try
to talk your husband or
wife into your religion.
WHATEVER else you do,
let me plead with every
such reader, NEVER
commit this tragic mis-

You might do many of your friends a
great service by letting them see
your copy of The Plain Truth. Don’t
URGE them to read it. Don’t ARGUE
about it or try to talk them into read-
ing it. If it doesn’t grab their inter-
est, FORGET IT! If it does, tell them
they may have a free subscription,
already paid—n~No0O cosT to them—
and show them on the inside front
cover the mailing address, so they
may write in for it.

We must let our light shine by
our GOOD ACTIONS. I learned this
lesson about letting people see your
good deeds rather than your good
ARGUMENTS many years ago.

Don’t YOU Make THIS Mistake!

The year 1927 was a very eventful
year in my life.

As soon as I swallowed my bitter-
est pill of rebellion, surrendered to
obey the Mighty God through faith

paign. To me, it was the loving and
intense desire to share the wonders
and glories of salvation and Bible
knowledge with those we felt we
loved most. But to most of them, it
was an unwanted effort to ““cram
my religion down their throats.”

I did succeed, apparently, in
talking one sister-in-law into a cer-
tain start. I had to learn later it was
a false start. As too often happens
when a high-pressure salesman
talks one into something he doesn’t
really want, she turned against it all
shortly afterward. :

I had to learn, however, that,
even though I had believed I was a
pretty good salesman in my earlier
business experience, I was utterly
unable to “cram my religion down
my relatives’ throats.” My efforts
only aroused hostility.

This is a near universal mistake
committed by the newly converted.

take. If you love your
husband or wife, don’t do it!! If
you love your Savior who died for
you, and now lives for you, DON’T
DO IT!

Remember these scriptures:
“No man can come to me,” said
Jesus, “except the Father which
hath sent me draw him” (John
6:44). Again, Jesus said: “Think
not that I am come to send peace
on earth: I came not to send
peace, but a sword. For I am
come to set a man at variance
against his father, and the daugh-
ter against her mother.... And a
man’s foes shall be they of his
own household. He that loveth
father or mother [or wife or hus-
band] more than me is not worthy
of me. ... And he that taketh not
his cross, and followeth after me,
is not worthy of me” (Matt.
10:34-38; cf. Luke 12:51-53).

God made every human a free

40

The PLAIN TRUTH



moral agent. Thank God!—no one
has power to force on you any
unwanted religion.

Every individual makes his own
decision. A religious difference
between husband and wife is a seri-
ous handicap.

But if such difference already
exists, do not make matters worse
by talking religion to your mate.
Do all your talking to God in
prayer. Let your mate see your
happy, pleasant, cheerful, joyful,
loying wAY of life—not hear your
arguments or nagging! Allow your
mate complete religious latitude
and freedom—whether to be con-
verted, religious, irreligious, or
atheistic!

I am glad I learned that lesson
early. T have had to maintain cer-
tain business connections
with many people, since
being plunged into God’s
Work.

I never try to talk
anyone into accepting
Bible truth or being con-
verted. We go to the
world over the air and in
print, and everyone is
free to listen or read—or
to tune out or not read.
We try never to force
God’s truth on anyone.
That’s Gop’s WAY!

Do you know how the

them into your stubborn ears, and
beat them into that stiff, rebellious
mind of yours until I force you to
become a Christian.”

No, that is -not the way Paul
spoke to Jews. Paul said: “Unto the
Jews 1 became as a Jew” (I Cor.
9:20, 22). Paul spoke to others
from their point of view! He talked
to a Jew just like another Jew—
from the Jewish viewpoint—show-
ing sympathy and understanding of
the Jew’s way of looking at Chris-
tianity. They were hostile to the
idea of Jesus being the promised
Messiah. Paul did not arouse hostil-
ity—he put it down. He came to
them as one of them, so that they
were sympathetic toward him, not
hostile. He became as a Jew, “‘that
I might gain the Jews.” Even so he

(19
One of the first
principles of successful
advertising 1
learned . . . is not

antagonize those whom you

expect to persuade.
b b

Listen: ‘“And unto the Jews 1
became as a Jew, that I might gain
the Jews. ... To the weak became I
as weak, that I might gain the weak:
I am made all things to all men, that
I might by all means save some” (I
Cor. 9:20, 22).

One of the first principles of suc-
cessful advertising I learned early in
my career is that to get results you
must first learn the attitude of your
reading audience toward whatever
product or service you are adver-
tising. You must not antagonize
those whom you expect to persuade.
Y ou must approach them from their
point of view—mnot from yours, espe-
cially if your viewpoint is contrary to
theirs. To win them to your point of
view, you must approach them from
their viewpoint. Otherwise you only
" arouse hostility.

I know that these
words are addressed to a
very large number who
have made this terrible
mistake. That is why I
have devoted so much
space to this point.

If you believe God’s
truth, and your husband
or wife does not, NEVER
TALK RELIGION to him or
her. If your mate normal-
ly thinks and speaks only
of material and worldly
things, then you must

apostle Paul won individ-
uals to Christ? Not the way
people attempt to do it today. He
said, “I am made all things to all
men, that T might by all means
save some” (I Cor. 9:22). When
he talked to an unconverted Jew,
do you suppose he spoke as a typ-
ical Christian, thinking he is “wit-
nessing for Christ”? Do you sup-
pose Paul said to the unconverted
Jew: “Have you received Christ as
your personal Savior? Oh, won't
you just kneel with me right here,
dear brother, and give your heart
to the Lord?”

Or, do you suppose he said:
“Look here, my Jewish sinner-
friend, you’re on the way to hell.
Your religion is wrong. Every day
you reject Christ as your Savior
you are crucifying him afresh. You
are worse than a thief or a mur-
derer. I'm going to keep after you
with my arguments, and drum

gained only a small minority, yet it
was a large number.

Perhaps you have had your eyes
opened to the fact that sin is the
transgression of God’s law. Most
professing Christians have been
taught, and consequently sincerely
believe, that ‘‘the law is done
away.” Paul was inspired to write
that the carnal mind is hostile to
God and to God’s law, “it is not
subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7). If you
say to your unconverted mate who
is hostile to God’s law, “You’re just
a rebellious sinner, and your
church is one of these false, worldly
churches. You’ve got to repent, and
obey God’s Commandments”—you
have not only aroused hostility, you
have yourself been hostile, and you
probably have broken up your mar-
riage.

How did Paul talk to such people?

speak of material things
to your spouse. Don’t try to make
them read The Plain Truth or
booklets. If our broadcast has,
probably because of your own
aggressiveness in trying to get your
mate to listen, become a sore spot,
tune into the television program
when your mate is not around. Or
go off to some private room to hear
the radio program. Keep the vol-
ume turned down. Make every
effort NOT to antagonize your
husband or wife.

And again, when you talk about
it, talk to God in prayer. Let your
mate see your good works, in a
manner that he or she will naturally
approve. Avoid every hostility. Be
pleasant. Keep cheerful! Be hap-
py! Radiate j0Y! Give LOVE and
warm affection! Do everything to
cause your husband or wife to like
you! That is the Christian
way! O
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Herr Strauss, formerly his
nation’s defense minister, has
drawn attention to the fact of
Europe’s unprecedented period of
peace. For more than 37 years, he
notes, while well more than 100
wars have raged elsewhere in the
world, Europe has experienced
peace—albeit a nervous peace
guaranteed by the nuclear “balance
of terror.”

of [new generation] nuclear weap-
ons in Europe, [it is] not because I
am nuclear-obsessed. . .. It is the
only realistic approach in our age
for a reliable and long-lasting
peace. . . . -

“We must make our population,
and in particular the young genera-
tion,” said Dr. Strauss, “acquainted
with the basic ideals of peace in our
time. Peace in our time cannot be

¢

Leading officials in
Western Europe are deeply disturbed over
trends taking
place in their societies . .

»

Talking to an American televi-
sion reporter for Cable News Net-
work, Dr. Strauss said with great
clarity:

“My assessment. ..is that the
risk of a world war in Europe is
practically none. If Europe decides
for neutralism, the risk, the proba-
bility, the possibility of a world war
is much higher. . .. Therefore, if I
plead for NATO, for deployment

achieved by unilateral surrender,
cannot be achieved by a unilateral
disarmament.”

Showdowns Ahead

In the coming months, look for
growing left-right confrontations
inside Western Europe and the
entire Atlantic Alliance, especially
over the issue of nuclear arms.

In the meantime, also look for

influential leaders to move ahead
on certain options of their own, just
in case the reliability of NATO’s
nuclear deterrent structure, based
upon American and British forces,
weakens still further.

Almost alone in Europe, France
has been spared public controversy
over nuclear weapons. Its govern-
ment announced, in fact, that it has
decided to go ahead with produc-
tion of a neutron bomb.

At the same time, it has been
revealed that the governments of
France and West Germany are
cooperating more than ever before
in the coordination of their defense
policies, including greater coordi-
nation on nuclear strategy.

As the pages of The Plain Truth
have announced for years, watch
for an eventual alternative—the
formation of a Western Europe
unified politically and militarily.
As Herr Strauss envisions it: “A
United States of Europe with its
own nuclear deterrent.”

The decline of the reliability of
the American ‘“nuclear umbrella,”
as well as the smaller-scale British
deterrent force, will make such a
policy seem to European leaders to
be necessary for Europe’s own sur-
vival. O
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(Continued from page 1)

worsen problems and create new
ones. By the “knowledge’” and
efforts of man, this world faces
doom and hopelessness.

Is there, then, nothing to live
for? Is there no hope for the
future? Not within the knowledge,
the skills and abilities of this
world’s great minds. Of
self-professed “‘great” men, God
says, “Professing themselves to be
wise, they have become fools!”

But there emphatically is a
bright future ahead! The world
tomorrow—which The Plain Truth
proclaims—will bring world peace,
universal prosperity, universal right
education, universal good health.

In the wonderful world tomor-
row, we shall have knowledge of
the TRUE values. People will cease
chasing the false values and suffer-
ing the painful consequences.
People will learn the wAy to real
44

happiness and find it. Life will be
continuously interesting and invig-
orating. There will be world peace.
There will be universal prosperity.

But I am not naive enough to
suppose that this utopia will blos-
som forth automatically, through
the imminent acceptance of these
truths by all mankind. This coming
utopia does not depend on the plan-
ning or doing of men. It will be
produced in spite of men.

The greatest event of all history
will be the coming of the living Jesus
Christ again to earth. But this time,
he is not coming as the gentle young
man from Nazareth, bringing the
announcement that led to his flog-
ging and death at the hands of angry
men. Jesus Christ rose from the
dead. He went to the throne of the
government of the vast universe to
be GLORIFIED and coronated as
supreme RULER over the entire
earth. When he returns, the world
will know something of the meaning
of “the power and the glory”!

His eyes will flash like flames of

fire. His face will not be pale white.
It will be like the sun shining in
FULL STRENGTH. He will come with
all the POWER that created the uni-
verse!

He is coming to crush every gov-
ernment of men, as if to grind them
into powder! He is coming as the
King of kings, ruling over ALL
NATIONS.

He is coming to change human
nature!

He is coming to enforce the wAy
of outgoing concern, or love, of giv-
ing, serving, sharing, helping,
instead of grasping, taking and self-
centeredness.

He is coming to abolish war,
competition, strife and violence. He
is coming to inaugurate a universal,
right education. He is coming to
clean up this filthy earth. He is
coming to restore the government
of God as the all-powerful world
government. Yes, I see a very
bright future—just ahead!

It’s the only Goop NEWS in the
world today! O
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