


PERSONAL FROM

Here’s Your Best
Assurance

of Holding a Job

OME of our readers are still
in danger of losing their jobs or having
their salaries cut even in this economic
upturn.

Right now business analysts are reasonably
confident that sustained but moderate growth
will be continuing at least in the short period
for the U.S. and a number of her trading
allies.

Few realize that there are certain economic
LAWS in motion that regulate business conditions.

I remember vividly the sudden nose dive
depression of 1920. I was then a publishers’
representative in Chicago. I was a member of the
Chicago Association of Commerce, through its
Advertising Club division.

In early January that year, at the regular midweek
Association of Commerce luncheon, in the Cameo
Room of the Morrison Hotel, the noted business
analyst, Roger Babson, was the speaker. He warned
the businessmen of Chicago that within less than a
year we were going to crash into the most drastic
depression our generation had seen.

I noticed some important bankers and security
brokers smile knowingly in disagreement. They were
sure Mr. Babson was wrong.

A year later Mr. Babson was again the speaker at
the same Association luncheon.

“l saw some of you businessmen smile, a year

ago, when I-warned you of the coming economic
tragedy,” he said. “Now let me tell you wHY I
knew what was coming, and you didn’t. When
you want to know what is the temperature in the
room, now, you look at the thermometer on the
wall.- But if you want to know what the
temperature will be, an hour or two from now,
the thermometer can’t tell you. You go down to
the boiler room, or consult the U.S. Weather
Bureau. You look to the factors that determine
conditions, not the thermometer that records
conditions after they have occurred.

“You gentlemen looked at charts of current
business activity, at bank clearings, records of
freight car loadings, the stock market
quotations—the thermometers on the wall.

“But,” he continued, “there are LAws that
govern economic conditions. These laws are the
factors that determine what conditions will be, a
few months or a year from now. They are the
CAUSES.”

Yes, and your own personal economic future is
determined by definite LAWS! Very few realize that
the Eternal Creator set in motion invisible, yet
inexorable LAWs, which regulate personal financial
conditions!

In my 52 years in God’s ministry I have seen
these laws actually work in the experiences of
many people whom I have known personally. I
have experienced their relentless working in my
own life! 1 had to learn this lesson the hard way,
myself!

[ have often mentioned in articles in The Plain
Truth how God struck me down, not physically, but
economically, to bring me to him. That very
depression of 1920 destroyed my business.
Everything I touched turned not to gold like *““King
Midas,” but to loss of and lack of money. It was in
poverty and hunger that God actually conquered me,
and turned me to him, giving my life to him, over
56 years ago.

But even after conversion—even after my
ordination as a minister of Jesus Christ in
1931—our family was still on the economic rocks. I
had begun to learn something about God’s law of
tithing, as a Bible doctrine. I had studied it in the
Bible. I had learned—seen PROVED—that this law
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was still in effect. Yet, in those early years, it didn’t
seem to apply to me. I had seen it as a doctrine to
accept as true—not as a LAW which I, personally,
must OBEY.

How many of you are right now like I was then?

I had learned the lesson of FAITH. I trusted God
implicitly to “supply every need,” as he has
promised (Phil. 4:19, RSV). But I had another
lesson to learn.

We had frequently gone hungry before 1 was
converted. Now we went hungry even more
frequently. Then one day, it dawned on my mind
that we, ourselves, were actually breaking God’s
financial law by not tithing! All of a sudden God
made me see his financial law as something
personal—not merely a doctrine to accept
impersonally. 1t meant ME! That very day I took 10
percent of what we had (and it was not enough to
buy food), added an offering, and mailed it to the
Church treasury.

That very afternoon food came for a completely
adequate meal. I don’t remember how, but I do
remember that the very day I REPENTED for not
having accepted tithing as a personal obligation,
instead of a mere doctrinal argument, THAT VERY
DAY FOOD CAME!

God did not bring us immediate financial
prosperity. For some years more, for our own good,
we were forced to live in very poor economic
circumstances. But that very day our financial
condition started upward.

Since that time I have known of similar
experiences of scores of other people.

One young man already was tithing the money
that he handled. He was a farmer. He suddenly
realized that they were not selling their eggs and
had not been tithing them in any way. That same
day he brought to us a tithe of all the eggs his hens
had laid that day.

Believe it or not, that same day his hens went on
an egg-laying spree. Yes, laugh if you will—those
hens cackled too—it actually happened. It was the
off-season for eggs. But that very day they began to
lay more eggs than was normal in the best
egg-laying season! It seemed incredible—BUT IT
HAPPENED!

I have given our longtime readers the facts,
before, of a well-driller who was unable to get
any business in 1933, during the depths of the
Great Depression. He began to tithe—one single
dollar of the only $10 he had. Next day a man
who had owed him $50 he never expected to
collect came and paid it—and he tithed $S5.
Immediately he began to get more wells to drill
than he could handle.

Almost daily, some television or radio listener,
reader of The Plain Truth, or co-worker in this
Work writes me a letter telling of a similar
experience—beginning to pay God’s honest TITHE,
and beginning to PROSPER financially.

Now don’t get the idea from this that in every
case God is going to work some incredible

miracle. Don’t get the idea that if you try
tithing, you are to expect some astounding thing
to happen—or that you are going to fall heir to a
million dollars the next day. Perhaps in most
cases the increase in income is not immediately
apparent at all.

But of this, you MAY BE SURE! Over the long
haul, the 90 percent of income God allows you to
keep for yourself will increase to more than the
100 percent formerly was. God PROMISES to bless
and prosper the tither! God KEEPS his promises!

God did not establish a binding law of tithing
without a good reason! Actually, there are many
reasons. All of God’s laws are for our GOOD.

Listen to God’s Word to us: “Observe and hear
all these words which I command thee, that it may
go well with thee, and with thy children after thee
for ever...” (Deut. 12:28).

It is not good for a person to get something for
nothing, or for very little effort. This evil human
urge to GET without giving—to receive without
paying—is the very thing in human nature that
produces criminals.

All God’s spiritual law may be summed up in one
word—LOVE. But Jesus magnified this into the two
great laws—Ilove to God and love to human
NEIGHBOR. Love is the principle of GIVING. Jesus
summed up the reason for it when he said, “It is
more blessed to give than to receive.” God knows,
and reveals, that we receive a greater blessing by
giving than by acquiring. God wants us to have
blessings!

People, too, really want blessings, but few know
the way. Most people think the greater blessing
comes from receiving—getting—taking—acquiring.
The way of most people today is to try to get more
than they give. Formerly, employers cared more
about getting from labor than what they paid
employees in wages. So labor organized. Then the
labor union principle seemed to be to get more in
wages than they gave in production from their labor.
Less work—more pay!

We talk, today, about owning property. But God
actually owns all the earth. That includes the
property on which you pay taxes. God says the
EARTH is his—for he created it! God owns it. He
lets us occupy HIs earth, as temporary tenants. All
wealth comes from the ground. It is not good for
man to take all he consumes out of God’s earth
without paying anything for it! If you rent ground
from a MAN who thinks he owns it, he charges you
rent—up to 50 percent or more of what you produce
from it.

God set a LAW in motion—that we should pay
him, not 50 percent, but only 10 percent, plus
whatever offering we have in our hearts to give.
Now a LAW is not a law without a penalty. God
does not force you to tithe. But if you don’t,
there is a penalty! You lose the BLESSING that
goes with honest stewardship. You come under a
CURSE (Mal. 3:9). Too many people have robbed
God. The man who does (Continued on page 43)
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WHY MUST

SUFFER

by Herbert W. Armstrong

Theologians now say God lacks the power
to prevent suffering!

AJOR airline crash.

Devastating hurri-

canes. Potential nu-

clear mass destruc-
tion of whole cities.
Does God lack the power to pre-
vent their occurrence?
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What about all of these evils—
the violence, the human suffering
that humanity has been going
through for nearly 6,000 years?

Process Theology

Now comes a new school of reli-
gious thought called process theol-

A shaky takeoff, an aborted flight and
crash—all in a matter of seconds

ogy. These modern theologians say
that the question of why God allows
these tragedies, or why God is not
apparently powerful enough to stop
them, has vexed religious counsel-
ors for centuries. And well it may.
Because people simply do not
understand that question!

If God is all good, if God is love,
he wouldn’t want humanity to suf-
fer, would he? And if God is all
powerful, as the Bible says he is,
why doesn’t he stop suffering? Why
doesn’t he prevent it?

The credibility of God is now at
stake, say the theologians. The
world, they contend, has grown
weary of religious spokesmen trying
to defend God and explain why God
allows these things—and at the
same time saying that God is all
love, God is all good, God is all
powerful and he could stop it, yet
he doesn’t. So modern theologians
now have come up with this new
theology called process theology in
an attempt to explain this apparent
paradox.

Recall for a moment that at the
turn of the century theologians
were coming up with a then-new
theology. They were turning to
what is called modernism. In other
words, they were denying any deity
to Jesus Christ. He was not divine.
He had not existed before his
human birth. He was only human.
And they denied his miracles.

And now a new generation of
religious thinkers is coming to the
new idea called process theology.
God, they say, is entirely loving, but
is lacking in power.

They say nothing of the real pur-
pose of life. They say nothing about
the restoration of the kingdom of
God, the only gospel that Jesus
Christ preached.

The Origin and Purpose of Life

But what is the real trouble with
this question? What is the reason
that God has not stopped all this
violence, all this human suffering?

In all the religions of this
world—the many different reli-
gions we call non-Christian, and
even the religion of Christianity—
not one religion knows who and
what God is. What is God? Is he a
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trinity? Is God one person? They
just don’t understand.

And none, either, understands
God’s purpose. Does God have a
purpose he is working out? Winston
Churchill said before the United
States Congress during World War
II that there is a purpose being
worked out here below. He implied
God, a higher power above, is work-
ing out that purpose.

Not one religion on earth fully
knows what and why man is. Why
are we here? What is the purpose, if
any?

What does God say about all of
this? Notice what God says in
Isaiah chapter 40, beginning with
verse 17:

“All nations before him are as
nothing; and they are counted to
him less than nothing, and vanity.
To whom then will ye liken God? or
what likeness will ye compare unto
him? ... It is he that sitteth upon
the circle of the earth, and the
inhabitants thereof are as grasshop-
pers [that is to God]; that stretch-
eth out the heavens as a curtain, and
spreadeth them out as a tent to
dwell in:

... To whom then will ye liken
me, or shall T be equal? saith the
Holy One. Lift up your eyes on
high, and behold who hath created
these things, that bringeth out their
host by number: he calleth them all
by names by the greatness of his
might [there it speaks of God’s
might, his power], for that he is
strong in power; not one faileth”
(verses 17, 22, 25-26).

The earth turns on its axis. The
different seasons regularly come. It
is the power of God that is causing
all of that. And that is mighty
power. Yes, God has all power.

How It All Began

What is the real origin of God?
What is the origin of all this visible
universe? It is not evolution. That
can be absolutely disproved. But in
the Bible we read, “In the begin-
ning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was
God” (John 1:1).

In the beginning was one great
personage called the Word, the
Spokesman. And the Word was
with another personage, God. And
the Word was God. How could that
be? You might say in a certain res-
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idence was John, and John was with
Smith, and John was a Smith. But
John isn’t the same man as Smith.
He’s a different person. John could
have been Smith’s son. They could
have been of the same family.
That’s precisely what this verse
means.

There was the Word with God.
“The same was in the beginning
with God. All things were made by
him . ..” (John 1:2-3).

In Ephesians 3:9 we read about
“God, who created all things by
Jesus Christ.” The Word, in other
words, became Jesus Christ. And
God created all things by Jesus
Christ. Another scripture says,
“For he spake, and it was done; he
commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps.
33:9). The power that emanated
from him and from God the
Father—the power of the Holy
Spirit—Ileaped forth and did the
work. All things were created in
that manner.

Now, further, about God. What
is God? In John 4:24 (RSV) we
read that “God is spirit.”” Man is
not spirit. Man is flesh. Man is
composed of matter. But God is not
composed of matter; God is spirit.
Now spirit is something you cannot
see; spirit is something that has no
weight. Matter is something that
occupies space and has weight.
Spirit is different.

Turn now to the book of Genesis:
“In the beginning God . ... ”* (Gen.
1:1). The word for God there is
Elohim, a plural form indicating
more than one person—but with a
singular verb indicating one God.
God, then, is composed of more
than one person.

The Word was God, and the
Word was with God, and so God
was composed of these two beings.
When Jesus was born he was begot-
ten of God as his Father. God then
became his Father and Jesus then
became the Son. And so there is the
Father and the Son. They compose
God. God is the family name.

The fact that God is a family is
very significant. That begins to
explain the whole question.

Turn now to Genesis 1:26:
... Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness. . . .” In verses 21
through 25 we read God had made
sea creatures and land animals each
after its own kind. Each kind repro-

duces after its own kind and never
generates a totally new kind.

After the God Kind

God formed man after the God
kind, not after an animal kind. God
is reproducing himself! Now when
you understand that, you begin to
understand why God is allowing all
the suffering on the earth today.

Notice, now, Genesis 2:7: “And
the Lord God [Lord there is the
name of the one that became
Christ] formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man
[made of the dust of the ground]
became a living soul.”

The dust of the ground, then,
became a soul. The dust of the
ground is not spirit—the dust
became a man. And that man is a
soul. A soul came out of the ground.
Man, then, is physical, mortal.

In other places in the Bible you
find that there is a spirit in man that
is altogether different. Man is flesh.
Man is mortal. Man does not inher-
ently have eternal life; he only has a
temporary existence. He came out
of the dust of the ground. Man’s
existence—what we call human
life—is supplied by the breath of
air. It is called the breath of life
here in Genesis 2:7. Also, “the life
of the flesh is in the blood,” says
Leviticus 17:11. The heart pumps
blood through the body, and the
blood has to be refueled by oxygen
and by food and water out of the
ground.

Man Must Choose

The man that God created now had
to make a choice.

Character is the ability of some
separately created entity to come to
a knowledge of right as from wrong,
of truth as from error, of good as
from evil. To choose the right, or
the good, and to reject the evil—
even though he might want to do
the evil—to have the will to do the
good, that is character.

God is the supreme, holy, righ-
teous, perfect, spiritual character.
And if he is reproducing himself, he
must reproduce that character in
man. Man must acquire that char-
acter.

How is that divine character
going to get into something made
out of the ground? God placed a
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human spirit in the first man. That
human spirit could have a relation-
ship with God, who is spirit.

But God placed before that man
two choices, symbolized by two
trees in the garden of Eden. The
one tree was the tree of life. How
does God give that life? It comes
through the Holy Spirit. The per-
son that has the Spirit of God has
life, and he that has not the Spirit of
God does not have life. If the Spirit
of Christ is in you, you are his (I
John 5:11-12).

If the Spirit of God is not in you,
you are “none of his” (Rom. 8:9,
last part). And, verse 11, “But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken [make immortal] your
mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you.”

God made us mortal, but he
made us to become immortal. And
God required that the man had to
make a choice, because character
had to be built in the man! Charac-
ter is built through choice.

The other tree, the other choice
before man, symbolized the way of
man’s taking to himself—deciding
altogether by himself—the knowl-
edge of good and evil. How do we
come to know the truth of God? In
I Corinthians 2:9 we read, “Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart [mind]
of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him”—
in other words, spiritual knowl-
edge. .

God reveals these things to us
only by his Spirit. The Spirit of
God reveals God’s knowledge—
spiritual knowledge and spiritual
character. But man decided to take
the basis of that kind of character to
himself, to decide right from
wrong, truth from error, by him-
self.

So, in punishment, God at that
time closed up the tree of life. In
other words, he shut up the Holy
Spirit from man.

God had set out a 7,000-year plan
and purpose in which to develop the
godlike character in man, made
from the dust of the ground. God’s
purpose is to make us immortal like
God, until we become God as he is
- God. That has got to come through
human experience, but it has to
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come from God, with our consent,
our desire, our decision and our
wills.

What God Is Like

I John 3:1-2 says, “Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us [here is the fact
that God loves us], that we should be
called the sons of God [ultimately to
be born of God, though now begot-
ten of God; for God is reproducing
himself, and we’re called the sons of
God]: ... now [even right now] are
we the sons of God [but only begot-
ten, not yet born], and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be [in other
words, what we shall be one can’t see
yet]: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is.”

How is he? In the first chapter
of Revelation, and other places in
the Bible, you’ll find that his face is
as the very sun in full power and
strength. It’s so bright it would put
your eyes out even if you look with
smoked glass. His eyes are like
flames of fire.

God is spirit. And if you could
see spirit that is what you would
see. And that is what we will be
when God comes. When he appears
we’ll be like him. This is referring
to the Second Coming of Christ,
which is now imminent for our very
generation.

The purpose of God is character
building. That is why he made man
of matter. We could be molded
spiritually, in a body of earthly
clay, into divine character. We read
in Isaiah 64:8, “But now, O Lord,
thou art our father; we are the clay,
and thou our potter; and we all are
the work of thy hand.”

Even Job asked, “If a man die,
shall he live again? all the days of
my appointed time will T wait
[meaning in the grave], till my
change come. Thou [God] shalt
call, and I will answer thee: thou
wilt have a desire to the work of
thine hands’ (Job 14:14-15).

Job knew he was the work of
God’s hands. We all are the clay.
God is the potter. A potter molds
and fashions clay into the form and
shape he wants. Now God will—if
we put ourselves in his hands, if we
surrender to him, and to his will—
take us and mold and shape us into
the godlike character of love.

God is love. God will put his
divine love in us, a love with which
we were not born. It is a gift of God
through his Holy Spirit.

Notice Isaiah 45:9, “Woe unto
him that striveth with his Mak-
er! ... Shall the clay say to him
that fashioneth it, What makest
thou?...”

What about the theologians rea-
soning that today’s divided Chris-
tianity is God’s religion, that this is
God’s world, and God isn’t
powerful enough to stop all of
evil?

God is allowing man to make his
own decisions. And if man makes
the wrong decision, God has said
whatever we sow we shall reap.
God has told his people that ever
since the beginning. He told Adam
that. He told ancient Israel that.
And Jesus Christ told us that. If we
sin we will have to reap the conse-
quences. God allows it. He allows
suffering and the pain of sin for a
good purpose.

God has given man a mind to
think with. He gives man revealed
knowledge in the Bible. Man can
take that knowledge and learn to go
God’s way. That is necessary for the
development of character so we can
become like God, so we can become
the very children of God, so we can
be born the children of God. But
man has, throughout history,
refused to go that way—except for a
very few whom God has called and
to whom he has revealed his truth
by his Holy Spirit.

In Matthew 24:4-5 Jesus said,
“Take heed that no man deceive
you. For many shall come in my
name [Jesus said], saying, [that] I
am [the] Christ; and shall deceive
many.”

How can they do that? Jesus said
in Matthew 15:9, “But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men.”
They make the commandments of
God of no effect by their tradition
(verse 3).

The commandments of God are
the right way to live; they reveal
God’s way of life. Human beings
have not kept the commandments
of God. They have said, and many
preachers are saying today, that the
commandments of God are done
away.

(Continued on page 43)
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lence, teenage sex, the drug scene,
the millions of soured and turned-
off young people who make up so
much of our high school popula-
tion. For some, we acknowledge, it
is already too late. This is not a
perfect world, and our education
systems have been an imperfect
part of it.

Serious mistakes have been
made. Precious years have been
frittered away fooling around with
gimmicks instead of solid teaching.

High schools in some areas are at
last beginning to admit that too
much emphasis has been placed on
nonacademic courses. They are get-
ting back to a core curriculum of
the three Rs.

The teaching profession in the
United States has been through
considerable soul-searching in re-
cent months. Most teachers would
like to see the illiterate, the inept,
the incompetent and the inane
expelled from their professional

ranks (unfortunately easier said
than done).

Nevertheless, given a chance,
American and European schools
can teach (see ‘‘International
Desk,” this issue). There are still
thousands of dedicated and compe-
tent teachers who have accepted
the responsibility for their part in
educating your children. But they
know that they can only do part of
the job.

They need your help. O

PERSONAL

(Continued from page 2)

not pay God his tithe is a thief—
and, worse than a criminal robbing
a bank, he is robbing Gop! Yes,
Gobp sAys so—Malachi 3:8! And
one of the Ten Commandments is,
“Thou shalt not steal.” The man
who does it puts himself immedi-
ately under the law—under penal-
ty of death for all eternity!—unless
he repents, and pleads the blood of
Jesus Christ for forgiveness, and
reconciliation to God.

Ignorance of the LAwW does not
excuse. You may say, “Well, I
never knew all this.” Well, you
are without excuse, for you know
it now—or you can know it if
you’ll check up in THE BIBLE! But
God is most merciful. The minute
you really repent, quit breaking
this law, begin keeping it honest-
ly, and go to Christ for forgive-
ness, then all is forgiven and God
begins pouring out his blessing,
just as he did on me.

Hundreds have written me, dur-
ing the past years, saying God had
opened their eyes to his tithing law,
and telling how they have been

blessed. One even wrote that she,
too, had started tithing eggs, and
her hens, too, had immediately
gone on an egg-laying spree! She
had either heard me mention that
experience over the air, or read of it
in an early issue of The Plain
Truth. Of course I won’t guarantee
God will cause hens to start laying
eggs faster every time. Probably it
won’t work out exactly that way—
but he does promise a blessing
(Mal. 3:10-12).

How do you, then, pay your
tithes to Gop? By putting them
into Gop’s WoRrRk—where God
himself is working—where his
gospel is being preached; not
merely MAN’s gospel about Christ,
but the very message Christ
preached. Most professing Chris-
tians have never heard that gospel
today! Jesus preached only one
gospel—that about the KINGDOM
(government—rule) of Gop—of
how God is going to RULE ALL
NATIONS—of how we may, by
being begotten now, be actually
BORN INTO GOD’s KINGDOM at the
Second Coming of Christ, and the
resurrection of the dead in
Christ—being then GLORIFIED

just as Christ is now glorified, in
the very FAMILY of God! But most
professing ministers of Christian-
ity today deny this gospel alto-
gether—say it is not for this
time!

WHAT does God do with his
tithe? He uses it for his ministry to
preach his message of the KING-
poM OF Gop—the world tomor-
row! It is the message of GoD’s
wAY. It is the message of true sal-
vation. It is the message of a
changed, and a fuller, happier
LIFE—the message of ETERNAL
life.

He uses it to tell mankind THE
WAY to happiness, joy, prosperity
and eternal life in HIS KINGDOM.

But look at the CURSE! God’s
WAY has not been preached. The
WORLD is unhappy, empty, sick,
poverty-stricken, cursed with fears
and worries, restlessness, frustra-
tions, insanity, crime, violence,
war—DEATH!

Even though the NATIONS are
under a curse, you as an individual
may come under GOD’S BLESSING!
It’s your BEST assurance of holding
your job—of continuous and
increasing INCOME! O

SUFFER

(Continued from page 21)

The commandments of God are
the way of love, of love to God and
love to neighbor. The first four of
the Ten Commandments tell you
how to love God, the last six how to
love your neighbor. That is the way
God lives and the way Christ lived
while on earth.

But in Jeremiah 50:6 God says
that the shepherds, the ministers
of this world, lead his people
astray and deceive them. That is
exactly what has happened. The
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world has been deceived, and the
deceived theologians can’t seem to
understand why God allows all
this suffering from disobedience
till we learn our ways are
wrong.

God allows it to teach us lessons.
God allows it because we ourselves
have brought it on ourselves, and
because we have failed to develop
the kind of character needed to
become his children, to be glori-
fied, to be given the gift of eternal
life so as to live in happiness and
peace and joy. There’s no other way
for peace.

Man has brought all this on
himself, in defiance of God! Man
has been shaking his fist at God,
telling God he won’t obey God
and going his own way, the way
that has seemed right to a man.
It’s all a matter of cause and
effect. It’s the way we have lived
that has brought all these troubles
on us, not God.

But God will show man wheth-
er he has power. God will finally
deliver man from the evils of
today’s civilization by his divine
powers and establish his kingdom
of peace over all the earth. O
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