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TucsoN, Arizona, May 20, 1977:

I’ve had a bad night. Upset stom-
ach—my own fault. Couldn’t sleep
any longer. Thoughts came rush-

ing through my mind after I had a

bad dream which awoke me—thank-

fully. Glad it was only a dream.

I got back to sleep. But only for
an hour or two. This time I was
awakened with another bad dream.

I tried to get back to sleep, but my
mind was working and I could not
get drowsy or sleepy. I was thinking
about the cause of my bad night
and upset stomach. Always there is
a CAUSE.

Mrs. Armstrong and I had re-
turned to Tucson last Monday eve-
ning after graduation exercises at
Pasadena and a meeting at my
home with Gloria Swanson, the
original glamour girl of the movies—
now 78 and a great-grandmother of
two. (She’s ahead of me—I have my
first great-grandchild now on the
way.) Miss Swanson was hosting a
health luncheon on Thursday (yes-
terday) afternoon at the Student
Center of Ambassador College in
Pasadena, and lecturing afterwards.
I very much wanted to be there,
but was unable to return from here.

The Raders had telephoned to
say they were coming from Pasa-
dena yesterday afternoon and sug-
gested we have dinner together at
one of the restaurants here. At this
dinner, I ordered what I do NoT
recommend you do (I do usually try
to set a good example): smoked
salmon followed by beef stroganoff.
Like the little books swallowed by
Ezekiel (3:1-3) and the apostle John
(Rev. 10:10) in their visions, it
tasted delicious in my mouth, but in
my stomach gave me a very bad
night.

Lying in bed, trying to get back to
sleep, my mind wandered to Stanley
Rader. He is somewhere near the
age of my son, Garner Ted—ap-
proaching fifty. He is in the very
PRIME of life, when a man’s value in
his profession or business is at its
peak. Mr. Rader has been first a
C.P.A —Certified Public Accoun-
tant—then a lawyer and professor of
law at the University of Southern
California. In fact, he graduated
from law school att USC with the
highest grades in its history, and I
understand both Harvard and Yale
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A Bad Night’s Sleep

Resulted in This Personal

sought his services as professor of
law. However, he preferred to give
all his time and talents to “the
Work,” as we call it at Ambassador
College and in the Worldwide
Church of God.

We think it significant that Mr.
and Mrs. Rader’s elder daughter,
Janis, has graduated from the USC
law school, has her law degree, and
is now ready to pass the bar exam-
inations and become a practicing at-
torney. Their son Stephen has just
“sat” for the Certified Public Ac-
countant exam, having finished his
training as a C.P.A., and should im-
mediately be able to start active
practice (and, I will add, is in a mat-
ter of days marrying a very charm-
ing young woman, whom I know
well).

We thought this significant since
my son Garner Ted also is following
in his father’s footsteps.

Mr. Rader’s talents, brilliant abil-
ities, and experience have been in
altogether different fields than mine.
He is experienced in politics, gov-
ernment, world conditions, etc.—and
brilliantly and expertly so. I started
in advertising and journalism in

(First Bad Night In Months!)

newspapers and magazines—until
age 35, when God called me, con-
verted me, completely CHANGED my
life, called me into His ministry, and
in July 1933 conferred on me the
staggering responsibility of THE
GREAT COMMIssION—taking to the
world Christ’s TRUE gospel—the
GOOD NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT of the
soon-coming KiNGDoMm ofF GobD to
bring WORLDWIDE PEACE!

The amazing, AWESOME human
potential revealed by this true mes-
sage also CHANGED the life of
Stanley Rader, and brought us to-
gether. I baptized him in March
1975. Since the NEw phase of the
Work was opened to us a few years
ago—the ‘“OPEN-DOOR” phase in
which the living Christ is opening
the doors to kings, emperors, presi-
dents, prime ministers and others
high in government, education, fi-
nance, business and industry—MTr.
Rader has traveled the world with
me, speaks with me before au-
diences, and is always with me in
personal meetings with these heads
of state.

We complement each other. Our

(Continued on page 45)
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Part2

THE

PLAIN TRUTH

ABOUT

HEALING

Is the day of miracles past? Does the living God heal sickness and disease upon
believing prayer today? This is the second in a series of articles on the subject of

e come now to the biblical
teaching on the subject of
healing. And I can best bring

this to the reader by relating my
own personal and unusual experi-
ence in discovering it.

When I first came among those of
the Church of God in 1926-1927,
they still carried the NAME “Church
of God.” They knew of the second
coming of Christ to reign on earth
for a thousand years, though they
knew little, or almost nothing, of
what would actually take place dur-
ing that millennial reign.

Back in 1860, the largest number
of them had split off, coming to the
belief that the millennial reign with
Christ would take place in heaven.
Leaving the truth, they also left the
true name. Although the knowledge
of these simple but sincere people
regarding the Kingdom of God was
very incomplete, they did believe
in keeping the commandments of
God. They had more biblical truth
than any religious body on
earth.

Even though God’s Church had
endured through the centuries,
gradually much of the original truth

miraculous divine healing.
by Herbert W. Armstrong

of the gospel apparently had been
lost.

How | Came to This Knowledge

Subsequent events have shown that
I was being called by the living
Christ for a very special end-time
commission to raise up the “Phila-
delphia era” of God’s Church (Rev.
3:7-13), to restore much lost knowl-
edge (Dan. 12:4), to restore the
great commission (Mark 16:15), and

~ to preach (Matt. 24:14) and publish

(Mark 13:10) His true gospel of the
Kingdom of God “in all the world
for a witness unto all nations” just
before the end of this present world.
We had now reached the final gen-
eration of this age—the generation
during which Christ will return, set-
ting up the Kingdom of God.

The shock of my life came when I
saw in the Bible, beginning in the
autumn of 1926, that what I had
heard as “the gospel” was in most
basic respects the very opposite of
the plain and clear teaching of the
real Jesus and of the Bible!

It was an almost unbelievable
shock to see in the Bible the proph-
ecy that ALL NATIONS—the world as

a whole—would be deceived today!
It was a tremendous shock to learn
the full truth about the Kingdom of
God and that God had inspired the
apostle Paul to pronounce a double
curse on any who would preach any
other gospel! (Gal. 1:8-9.)

My eyes were opened to the true
gospel described so clearly and un-
mistakably in the Bible—for those
willing to see and believe.

The Calling

And so, as I have written before, I
say with the apostle Paul (para-
phrasing): “I certify you, brethren,
that the gospel which is preached by
me is not after man. For I neither
received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ. . . . But ' when it pleased
God, who...called me by His
grace, to reveal His Son and His
gospel in me, that I might preach it
among the descendants of the
House of Israel, and the Gentile na-
tions, and kings [Acts 9:15], immedi-
ately I conferred not with flesh and
blood, neither went I to any theo-
logical seminary or source of reli-
gious teaching of this world, but I
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went to Christ, the living Personal
Word of God who instructed me
through the written Word of God,
the Holy Bible” (cf. Gal. 1:11-17).

After the first six months’ inten-
sive almost night and day study of
the Bible, my conversion and bap-
tism occurred in the spring of 1927—
but not the cessation of instruction
the living Christ was imparting
through His written Word. That has
continued all through the 50 years
since.

My family and I were living then
in Portland, Oregon. As 1927 wore
on, intensive Bible study continued.
I was rapidly beginning to grow, as
Peter said Christians must, “in
grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”
(II Peter 3:18). Upon baptism, I
had received the Holy Spirit of the
living God. My mind had under-
gone a renewing. 1 was thrilled at
this new ability to understand God’s
revealed knowledge. Still, I was hav-
ing to learn a step at a time—a doc-
trine at a time. The hardest part was
having to UNlearn inherited false
teachings.

Mrs. Armstrong Stricken

In early August 1927, my wife sud-
denly was attacked by a series of
physical illnesses. First, she was bit-
ten on the left leg by a dog. Then
immediately she was driven to bed
with tonsillitis. She got up too soon
and was stricken with a violent re-
lapse. Meanwhile she had con-
tracted blood poisoning from a rose’
thorn on the index finger of her
right hand.

The next two or three days her
sister and I took turns night and day
soaking her right hand in almost
blistering hot Epsom salts water,
covering her wrist and forearm with
hot towels, holding her right arm
constantly high. The backset from
tonsillitis developed into quinsy.
Her throat became swollen shut.
Her jaws became locked. Of course
we had called a doctor. For three
days and three nights she was not
only unable to swallow food or
water, but worse, she was unable to
sleep a single moment. She was
nearing exhaustion. The red line of
blood poisoning, despite our efforts,

was streaking up her right arm. It
had reached her shoulder on the
way to her heart. The doctor told
me privately she could not last an-
other 24 hours.

The third sleepless, foodless and
waterless day was a sweltering hot
day in early August. Late that
morning a neighbor lady stopped in
to see my wife.

“Mr. Armstrong,” she asked,
“would you object if I ask a man
and his wife to come and anoint and
pray for Mrs. Armstrong’s healing?”

That sounded a bit fanatical to
me. Too embarrassed to object,
however, I said hesitantly, “Well, 1
suppose not.” In two hours she re-
turned, saying they would come at
about seven that evening.

But I began to have misgivings.
What if these people were Holy
Rollers or wild, shouting fanatics?
What would our neighbors say? I
went to the neighbor lady and told
her I believed we’d better not have
them come after all. She was nice.
She would start immediately and
tell them not to come. I learned then
she would have to walk over a mile
each way to contact them. It was
now the heat of the day, the hottest
day of the year.

“Oh, I'm sorry,” I said. “I didn’t
realize you had to walk so far. But I
was afraid these people might yell
and wail and shout, and cause a
neighborhood disturbance.”

“Oh, they are very quiet people,”
she assured me. I backed down.
“Well, let them come, then,” I con-
cluded.

The Meaning of Faith

They proved to be simple and plain
people, not highly educated, yet of
good natural intelligence.

“This is all rather new to me,” I
began, as soon as they were seated
at my wife’s bedside. “Would you
mind if I ask a few questions?”

He welcomed the questions. He
had a Bible in his hands. One by
one he answered every question by
reading his answer from the Bible. I
recognized every passage he read,
but had not put them together this

‘way before. Now I saw them for the

first time as teachings, admonitions,
explanations, and, most important,

pROMISES! I began to understand—
and believe! And I knew well my
wife did also.

I knelt with them beside her bed.
The man anointed my wife from a
vial of oil he carried. Then he ut-
tered a quiet, but deeply earnest,
positive, believing prayer such as I
had never heard before. He actually
dared to talk directly to God, quot-
ing what God had said in the Bible,
quoting God’s conditions and prom-
ises, and applying those promises to
my wife, saying in boldness and
confidence that he was claiming and
holding God to those promises.

Never had we heard a prayer like
that! We knew God in His Word
had promised. We believed God.
Mrs. Armstrong and I both KNEW
she was healed—as this man had
claimed—from the top of her head
to the bottom of her feet.

As they rose to leave, the woman
laid a hand on Mrs. Armstrong’s
shoulder and said quietly, “You’ll
sleep tonight.” 1 thanked them
gratefully.

As they left, Mrs. Armstrong
asked me to bring her a robe. With-
out a word, she rose, and arm in
arm we walked silently out to the
sidewalk and back.

My wife went immediately to
sleep, and didn’t waken until 11 the
next morning. She arose and
dressed as if nothing had happened.
She was completely healed—OF
EVERYTHING! We had learned a new
lesson in FAITH! And that experi-
ence has resulted in countless thou-
sands of others learning that lesson!
We had learned that we can rely on
God’s word! God’s FAITHFULNESS is

perfect.

A New Subject to Study

That awe-inspiring experience
brought before me for study a to-
tally new subject—HEALING, and its
accompanying subjects of FAITH and
PRAYER.

There was one real disappoint-
ment in this whole experience with
my wife’s healing. 1 felt extremely
grateful to the man and wife who
had brought this experience to us. I
had learned a rather shocking truth
in the Bible: The resurrection of

(Continued on page 39)
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HEALING

(Continued from page 3)

Christ was NoT on Sunday, and the
crucifixion was not on Friday. I had
written in manuscript form an ar-
ticle on the subject. This man’s fer-
vent prayer not only saved my
wife’s life, it also opened my eyes to
a new biblical zruth. Now I wanted
to share with him the eye-opening
truth about the resurrection.

I took my typed manuscript along
and offered it to him to read, asking
his opinion about the truth of it. I
left it with him. A few nights later, I
called again on this man I looked to
as “a man of God.” I asked if he
had read my manuscript. :

“Well, yes, Brother,” he replied.
“I took it to our pastor and we went
over it together.” He avoided giving
an opinion as to its truth.

“But did you find any error in
what I wrote?” I persisted.

“Well, no, Brother,” he admitted.
“We couldn’t find anything wrong
with it. But, Brother, we feel that
studying that kind of subject is
likely to be dangerous. It might get
you all mixed up. We feel it would
be better for you to just forget all
about it. We feel there are more
important things for you to study.
It’s best to just keep your mind on
Christ.”

I walked back home disillusioned,
grieved, tremendously disappointed.
He admitted 1 had brought him a
new truth. He was unable to find
any error in it. It was the pure
teaching of the Bible, yet he not
only rejected the admitted word of
God, he advised me, a newly con-
verted man who had confidence in
him, also to accept tradition and
false teaching, and reject the Word
of the living God!

“Truth—or Consequences”

Arriving home, I happened to turn
to Hosea 4:6 where God says that
because people have rejected God’s
knowledge, He will reject them! It
weighed heavily on my mind. A
week later I walked back down
Sandy Boulevard to the old taber-
nacle formerly used by Billy Sun-
day, where this man and wife were
caretakers. I hoped I might even yet
rescue this man from the con-
sequences of rejecting truth.
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I found him in the big audito-
rium, looking downcast and dejec-
ted. “Brother!” he exclaimed on
seeing me. “Brother, something ter-
rible has come over me. God has
left me. He doesn’t answer my
prayers any more. Before, God used
me in a special ministry praying for
the sick. He always heard and an-
swered. People were miraculously
healed. But not anymore! Not one,
anymore. I don’t understand it!”

Poor man! I understood. I tried to
explain, but he wouldn’t listen. He
had been a trusting and deeply sin-
cere, if simple and uneducated man.
God had used him as an instrument
in performing miracles, helping
people. I quoted to him from I John
3:22: “And whatsoever we ask, we
receive of him, because we keep his
commandments, and do those
things that are pleasing in his sight.”
But he could not see that rejecting
God’s truth and refusing to keep
His commandments had any con-
nection with his case.

I had to think of the radio/
television show originated by Ralph
Edwards, “Truth or Consequences.”
God had required him to accept the
TRUTH, or receive the consequences.
I never saw or heard from that man
since. ’

But Christ did continue to reveal
His truth, as I diligently continued
studying His Word. Not only did He
open my mind to reveal His truth
about healing, but also to understand
the truth about His gospel message—
the Kingdom of God. 1 saw the great
commission to His apostles: “Go ye
into all the world, and preach the
gospel . ..” (Mark 16:15).

I saw that it was a worldwide min-
istry, not a local one, nor even na-
tional to our own nation. It was now
revealed to me how in the ministry
of Jesus and His first-century
apostles, miraculous HEALING of the
sick and diseased went hand in
hand with the preaching of the gos-
pel. What happened through Simon
the sorcerer to stop the worldwide
proclaiming of the true gospel and
stop the miraculous healings was
not revealed to me until years later.
But it was at that time revealed to
me how healing is for God’s Church
today (James 5:14-15), and also the
prophecy revealing How the great
commission was to be carried out in

this present END TIME of the twen-
tieth century.

That prophecy is in the pivotal
prophecy chapter of the New Testa-
ment—Matthew 24. Before I cover
what the Bible teaches about heal-
ing in both Old and New Testa-
ments, it is vital that the reader
understand how that gospel mes-
sage is today, after 19 centuries, go-
ing out into ALL THE WORLD for a
WITNESS to all nations—not being
proclaimed to all the billions of
people in every nation, but pro-
claimed in all the world—world-
wide—so that it becomes a witness to
or against every nation.

Jesus had been teaching in the
temple in Jerusalem. Leaving the
temple, His disciples came to Him
privately on the Mount of Olives,
asking: “Tell us, when shall these
things be? And what shall be the
sign of thy coming, and of the end
of the world [age]?” (Verse 3.)

“And Jesus answered and said unto
them, Take heed that no man de-
ceive you. For many shall come in
my name, saying, I [Jesus] am
Christ; and shall deceive many”
(verses 4-5). First, Jesus warned
them of the great deception, the
false ““Christianity”’—preaching
CHRIST to the world, preaching
ABOUT the Messenger, but not pro-
claiming His message—His gospel.

He did not give the sign by which
we might know when we are at the
END of this present world, and His
coming is near, until verse 14: “And
this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come.”

The very fact He gave the pro-
claiming of the true gospel of the
Kingdom as the sign we are at the
end time shows it was not preached
to the world these past 19 cen-
turies—otherwise it could not be the
sign.

But notice, this prophecy says the
great commission will be going out
again to the world, yet it says noth-
ing about healing accompanying it.
Elsewhere biblical teaching shows
healing is for the Church. But it is
NOT, today, an'integral part of the
proclaiming of Christ’s gospel to the
world)!

Why? O

(To Be Continued)
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submit to execution or slavery at the
hands of the Roman soldiers. This
Masada complex is reinforced by
the far more real and immediate
“Holocaust complex”—memories of
Hitler’s pogroms—still vivid in the
minds of many older Israelis.

“Regardless of what it is called,”
continues the Saturday Review ar-
ticle, “it is a very real and recogniz-
able facet of the Israeli national
psychology. It is the determination
not to be overrun, not to give in, to
choose suicide before destruction.
The attitude manifests itself in a va-
riety of ways. It partly explains the
performance of Israeli soldiers -on
the battlefield. It is not exaggerated
patriotism or special courage that
makes them fight so well. It is the
gut feeling that Israel must win
every war or face national annihila-
tion....

“Living in this kind of atmo-
sphere, a nation finds certain
unthinkable options thinkable, in-
cluding the use of nuclear weap-

2

ons.
Keep Eyes on Jerusalem

Of all the world’s intractable prob-
lems—and there are many, such as
the general East-West ideological
struggle, or the more regionally fo-
cused contests of, say, southern Af-
rica and Northern Ireland—none
contain the potential explosiveness
of the ongoing Arab-Israeli crisis.

The roots of mistrust are so deep
on both sides, the fear of annihila-
tion (at least on Israel’s side) so per-
vasive, the gaps of culture and
religion and perception of historical
role so wide, the likelihood of big-
power involvement in any fight so
real, that the Middle East must al-
ways remain the world’s number one
tinder box.

It is of the Middle East in general,
and of Jerusalem in particular, that
the editors of The Plain Truth have
always said, “Watch.” O

NOTICE TO READERS

Due to financial and production con-
siderations, we will publish a com-
bined issue of The Plain Truth for
October/November (in addition to this
combined August-September issue).
You'll still get the same vitally impor-
tant Plain Truth content to which you've
become accustomed. Be sure to read
each timely article!

The PLAIN TRUTH August-September 1977

WHY NOT”

i nonacceptance slood on hls hmd feel and

_ byJonHil

| “Don’t Worry....

Pm not concerned - ’sald Preerdenl Carler when the SALT
talks lost their savor. Secretary of State Cyrus Vance carried
- our message to the Soviet Union monly called Russia),

.

~and Leonid Brezhnev the current Russian bear, growled his

the West. ‘ «

U.N. Ambassador Andrew Young, returnlng from Afnca ‘
~ said we '‘shouldn’t get paranoi ut C mumsm” in Africa
and should avoid '‘*knee-jerk res '

Young concluded. Not to worry about the Cubans in Angola ei-
_ ther, because there are only about 13,000 of them there and

. _most of them are runnmg hosprtals and keepmg Angoles oil

~ flowing to the West.
““Don’t worry about any dommo elfect m Southeasl Asia,’”’
we were told just before South Vretnam/ CambddlafLaos fell to
the Commumsts .

, tic ] : Just a couple of
. minor countries like Benin are really influenced by Moscow,

social security."”

the coin.
Try it yourself sometlme
Why not?

, “Don’t worry " we were all told in the 19303 _
. security number will never be used for any purpose other than

Don’t worry, your presndent is not “a crook‘ . declared
Nixon shortly before he resigned.

In reading and hearing the daily news espemally on sub-, —
jects of import (or advertisements for products | may buy), |
learned a long time ago how to Icok closely at the other snde of

your socral

Personal from...

(Continued from page 1)

backgrounds, training, and expefi-
ences are far apart, but Mr. Rader is
brilliantly familiar with government
and financial affairs, and is of indis-
pensable help to me in meetings
with these chiefs of government and
leaders of world affairs.

Many who know us both well
have said to me, “He loves you as
his own father.” My love and affec-
tion for him is like that for my own
son—and all members of God’s
Church who are led by God’s Spirit
are, directly or indirectly, my chil-

dren in the Lord (in the sense of
Titus 1:4).

Isn’t it wonderful? I have next un-
der me in God’s Work my very own
son, whom I love probably above
everybody else on earth—partly, of
course, because of his top position
in the Work—and Mr. Rader as con-
stant traveling companion. These
are tremendous blessings from God.

Well, I was just musing on these
things, trying to get back to sleep,
and decided instead to quietly slip
out of bed without waking the
lovely new wife God so recently
gave me, come to my study in our
new home here, and share these
thoughts with our vast family of
readers. By now she will be up and
waiting for me to have morning cof-
fee with her on our veranda with a
beautiful vista. 0O
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