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AND NOW — CHRIST SETS CHURCH ON

GOD’S ORGANIZATIONAL

The following article was sent to
the ministry of God's Church in the
April 23 Pastor's Repont.

By Herbert W. Armstrong
For a full year now, the

HEAD of God’s Church,
Jesus Christ, has been mov-.
ing swiftly to set God’s
Church, college and Work
back on God’s track.

WHY did the living Christ
20 months ago bring me back
from DEATH? For of a truth, I
was as dead as any has ever
been — for from 30 seconds
up to 1% minutes. Had not
desperate measures been
taken I would never have
taken another breath of air.

WHY did Christ, the living
HEAD of God’s Church, bring me
back? I know, now, by what He
has done these 20 months. God
has a GREAT PURPOSE He is work-
ing out here on earth — in and
through mortal humans. He
works through those: He has
called and chosen for various re-
sponsibilities in His overall
PURPOSE! 2

Until about a year ago now,
Aprilof last year, I had not yetfully
recovered in physical strength to
be back on the job full force,

As I now look back, I see what
Christ has done through His ser-
vant whose life and full mental
vitality He restored.

This Church was nor ready for
Christ’s soon return as KING of
kings to rule. We need to stop and
REALIZE THIS!

Read again these significant
words: “‘Christ also loved the
church, and give himself for it;
That he might sanctify and

cleanse it . . . That he might pre-
sent it to himself a GLorioUs
CHURCH, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be HoLy and
WITHOUT BLEMISH'' (Ephesians
5:25-27).

Fellow ministers of Jesus
Christ, this Church a year ago
WAS NOT HOLY AND WITHOUT
BLEMISH (spiritually speaking, of
course).

Then we find, in the not too far
distant time from now: ‘Al
leluia! For the Lord God omnipo-
tent reigneth. Let us be glad and
rejoice, and give honour to him:
for the MARRIAGE of the Lamb is
come, and HIS WIFE HATH MADE
HERSELF READY'’ (Revelation
19:6-7).

Fellow ministers, God's
Church a year ago was Far from
ready for that divine wedding!
But as I look back on the past
year, the living Jesus Christ has
used me as His instrument in
swiftly setting His Church back
On HIS TRACK. There is much
more in prophecy about this, of
which 1 will write later.

Christ is the living HEAD

But too many seem to forget
JESUS CHRIST is the LIVING,
ACTING HEAD of this Church. We
must all quit leaving Christ out of
it. But Christ LIVES — and this is
NOT just a “‘work” of men —
above all, it’s not just a **work’’ |
as a human thought up and de-
veloped. The living Christ
BROUGHT ME BACK TO LIFE! And
WHY? What has He been doing,
through me? Swiftly He has
been TURNING THIS CHURCH
AROUND — setting it back on
GOD’s track, as GOD'S Church
— NOT MAN’§!

And we needed to be brought
closer—everyoneofus—tocon
in prayerand fasting and in dedica-
tion, sacrificing everything from
now on, for Gop's work.

God has allowed this massive
PERSECUTION by the State of
California to drive us to our knees
— closer to Gob, and bound
together CLOSER AMONG OUR-
SELVES. Now God allowed the
most-listened-to TV program
60 Minutes 1o attack and malign
and FALSELY to represent us to
MANY more people than the State
of California persecution
reached. GoD Is DRAWING us
CLOSER TO HIM, AND CLOSER
TOGETHER!

And now — Christ is moving
me to set His Church on GOD’S
organizational structure. For
though the Church is NoT 2 legal
corporation, it IS a SPIRITUAL
ORGANISM, and that spiritual or-
ganism is intended by the mighty
GOD to be ORGANIZED — and or-
ganized His way!

Rule from the TOP down

I'have realized for 52 years that
God'’s form of government is rule
from the Top down,

In God's rule over the
UNIVERSE, we have God at the
TOP, and under Him and over all
else is CHRIsT! But they are
DIVINE beings! They are not
human_ or subject to human mis-
takes. I have had to learn that on
the far lower HUMAN plane all is-
different. -

I'made the MISTAKE of thinking
God intended the same form in
the HUMAN government over His
Church.

I was wrong!

You see, Garner Ted Arm-
Strong, my son, was not perfect

like Christ nor I like God. | said
to Ted more than once in the past
10 years, “‘Ted, how wonderful
it would be if — as there js a
Father and Son over the whole
UNIVERSE, there could be also a
human father and son'' over
God’s Church oN EARTH! In their
PERFECT divine relationship, the
Son does not shut those under
Him OFF from the Father — nor
does He say it would be taking it
over Christ’s head if we go direct
to the Father (in prayer).”’

I'mentioned how Jesus said: “1
have done nothing of myself. The
Father that dwelleth in me, He
doeth the works.”” Jesus taught
ONLY what God the Father told
Him to teach. He said, “‘I have
not spoken of myself, the Father
which sent me, He gave me a
commandment what 1 should
speak."” Jesus said, *‘My Father
iS GREATER than 1."" He said, ‘1
have kept my Father's com-
mandments." Jesus was always
in PERFECT HARMONY, and al-
Wways UNDER His Father.

But every time | mentioned
this Father-and-Son harmony,
Ted very quickly changed the
subject. I did not know it then —
but he has made it perfectly clear
since he was €xcommunicated
from God's Church that he
NEVER agreed with his father —
and that means in regard to many,
many beliefs and doctrines.

You see, God’s Church in our
time was founded, and built, on
the teachings and doctrines that
the living Christ had taught me.
He raised up this Church through
ME, when Ted was yet 3 Yyears old
— although one of the ridiculous
and outrageous statements he has
made is that HE, Garner Ted,
built the

Worldwide Church of -
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God! All of which (the hostile
disagreement) is very regretful to
me.

In spite of the fact that he con-
tinually DISHONORS his father
now (cf Exodus 20:12 — and the
COMMANDMENT does not say
“‘Fathers must deserve their
sons’ honor), I grieve more than
Yyou can know at his present at-
titude and ungodly performance.

But I tried to make a *“father-
and-son"’ relationship work at
the head of God's Church. ANDIT
DIDN'T WORK!

Chain of authority

I think you all will remember
the diagram I used to draw and
publish showing what I mis-
takenly conceived as Gop’s chain
of authority and form of Church
government. I had God the
Father at the top — top in author-
ity, then Christ next under God.
Then, on the human plane myself
under Christ, and Garner Ted
under me — with departments
such as Mail Processing, Finan-
cial Affairs, Ambassador Col-
lege, CAD, as we used to call it,
etc., etc., under Ted.

What was WRrONG with that
diagram and form of Church or-
ganization? It allowed Ted to
simply SHUT OFF myself, Christ
and God — all above him, since
the diagram showed ail else
under Ted. Now I had MEANT 1T
to represent that all departments
were under ME and under

~ CHRIST and under GOD. But

Ted didn’t see it the way I did, or

administer it the way I au-

thorized. He took ALL power to

himself. The men in the top posi-

tions, such as Mr. Roderick

Meredith, Mr. Raymond
(See AND NOW, page 4)
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McNair, Dr. Herman Hoeh,
Dibar Apartian, Norman Smith,
Dennis Luker, were either de-
moted and ridiculed or shang-
haied away to some other part of
the earth. Ted surrounded him-
self with a small group with
whom he felt comfortable.

But, even though a Father-
and-Son relationship does work
PERFECTLY on the divine level, it
did not and I think now that God
knew it NEVER WOULD work out
harmoniously on the human
level.

I have not made a whole lot of
mistakes — but I stand on record
that when mistakes are brought to+
my mind, I do CORRECT THEM!
And I fervently hope each of you
do the same.

But when I look into the Bible
to see how God organized His
Church on the HUMAN level, 1
find something altogether
DIFFERENT than the divine level.

God does not change

In Acts 7:38 ancient Israel
under Moses was called ‘‘the
church in the wilderness.”” A
change was made in the Church
from physical to spiritual, from
carnality to Spirit-mindedness.
But GOD does not change, nor
His form of human governmental
organization.

So, start with the beginning of
the Church. God put MOSES as

human leader. Who was second.

in command? Ah! We may look
in vain — but NOBODY was sec-
ond in command, and over all
Israel, except Moses!

Did the people say, when
Moses was 87 years old, ‘‘“We
must vote for someone to take his
place, for Moses is certain to die in
the next day or two’’? No, Moses
did not die at 87 and even married
again. The point I wish to make,
and hope ALL OF YOU GET THE
POINT, is, Moses did not die until
‘the mission to which God called
him was completed! And as far as
1 know, God has not let ANY ser-
vant of His, whom He had called
for some special service, die be-
fore his mission was completed!
God hasn’t changed. But even if
God had changed, and I should
die — as I’'m sure my son.and

. some others have eagerly hoped,
wHoO would head the Church? Il
tell you who! JESUS CHRIST!
He isn’t going to die right away.

" Do you have someone in mind
you'd like to see take that job?
FORGET IT! Get your mind off of
human mundane thoughts! Put
JESUS CHRIST back into your
thinking! Remember HE is ALIVE
and HEADING THIS €HURCH!
Whether I, or someone else, is to
be the human leader of this
Chiirch one, two, five or even 10
years from now — THAT IS FOR
JESUS CHRIST to decide — NOT
You! -

No second in command

But let’s carry on. Maybe
God changed a little later? Gop
appointed Joshua to lead Israel
across Jordan into the promised
land. THERE WAS NO'No. 2 MAN!

.Later God raised up judges, or
hetoes, to deliver lsrael from

being a vassal state — yet NO
No. 2 in charge!

Then we come to the prophets
Eli and Samuel. No No. 2! The
people wanted a HUMAN king in-
stead of God. They had Saul —
but no second in command.
David attended to Saul, played
the harp for him — but he was not
second IN COMMAND! Next GOD
put David on the throne — but
NONE SECOND IN AUTHORITY.
Two of David’s sons tried to take
over just as | had a son who did —
but they lost their lives.

There was no second in com-
mand under Solomon nor under
Rehoboam. Thereafter both Is-
rael and Judah became captive
nations.

There was no second in com-
mand under Jesus when He was
on earth. A disputed point by
some is that after Jesus' resurrec-
tion and ascension, all 12 apos-
tles were equal. 1 have PROVED
Peter was in charge — and there
was no second in command. Paul
was in charge over gentiles.

NOTICE! On the day of Pente-
cost, Peter spoke with AU-
THORITY (Acts 2:14-39). But

~even before that Peter was leader
(Acts 1:15). Peter was leader
(Acts 3:4 and on). In Acts 4:8
Peter was the leader. Peter was in
authority. In Acts 5:3 Peter was
IN CHARGE! In Acts 5:15 it was
PETER’S SHADOW that healed the
sick. In Acts 5:29 PETER was the
spokesman of the apostles saying
we should 0BEY GOD, rather than
human government. Much of
chapter 6 and all of the very long
chapter 7 is filled with the story
of Stephen.

In Acts 8:20 Peter rebuked the
first pope. In Acts 9:32-34 Peter
was the leader in a healing. In
Acts 9:39-40 Peter raised Dorcus
from the dead. In Acts 10 it was
PETER whom Christ chose of all
the apostles to first carry salva-
tion to the gentiles. In Acts 11 it
was PETER who explained to the
other apostles how God had

pened salvation to gentil

In Acts 12, when the Roman
ruler and king, Herod, saw it
would please the Jews to put an
apostle in prison, he knew PETER
was the leader, and so put him in
prison. Beginning Acts 13 the
history turns primarily to the gen-
tiles, and the apostle Paul is
shown to be the leader. But in
Acts 15, as I have explained in
detail before, at the meeting of
apostles and evangelists in
Jerusalem, it was PETER who set-
tled the question, which James
merely affirmed and made offi-
cial, because he was pastor of the
local, but headquarters church at
Jerusalem.

In Galatians 1:18 Paul went up

-t0 Jerusalem to see PETER, be-
cause Peter had leadership over
the people of Israel as Paul over
the gentiles. In Galatians 2:8 Paul
shows that Peter had primacy in
the apostleship to the circumci-
sion as Paul had to the gentiles.

GOD, in ruling among humans,
HAS ALWAYS WORKED THROUGH
ONE MAN AT A TIME — NEVER
TWO MEN — NEVER ONE HAVING
COMPLETE AUTHORITY UNDER
THE TOP HUMAN IN AUTHORITY

— NEVER BY COMMITTEES OR
GROUPs! Always that one man is
CHOSEN BY CHRIST — never by
PEOPLE!

God’s form of government

And so, God’s form of
GOVERNMENT in His Church is,
first, at the top in supreme author-
ity, Gop the Father. Under Him,
Christ, to whom the Father has
delegated ALSO TOTAL AU-
THORITY (as He never does to
any HUMAN). Then, on the
earthly human level Christ’s cho-
sen APOSTLE, and, under him on a
straight and equal line (no one
over another), these department
heads: Mail Processing, Build-
ings & Grounds, Ambassador
College, Financial Affairs, Plain
Truth Editorial Production, Plain

Just as sure as He set Zerubbabel
to build the physical second tem-
ple to which Christ came 1,900
years ago, so He has raised me up
to build His SPIRITUAL TEMPLE
— the Household of God,
‘“‘which groweth unto an HoLy
TEMPLE IN THE LORD.” And it
MUST BE MADE READY for the
MARRIAGE when Christ returns.
AND WE HAVEN'T MUCH TIME!
WHY is it that the troubles that
have been aired to the world by
the media have originated on
fourth floor, Hall of Administra-
tion? Those there are ON SALARY.
They are GETTING from the
Work. The lay brethren in New
York state, Alabama, Wiscon-
sin, Kansas, do not cause trou-
ble! When the largest state in

Truth Mechanical Production,
Pastoral Administration, Festival
Office, Television and Radio
Production, Bible Correspon-
dence Course, Good News and
Worldwide News Production,
etc.

Each of these under the apos-
tle. No one of these over any
other. But, IF each department
head will DAILY, CONSTANTLY
keep the living Jesus CHRIST in
his mind and heart, I’m sure there
will be harmony.

The press has called us the
‘‘BELEAGUERED WORLDWIDE
CHURCH OF GoD."” WHY? We do
not have power struggles, envies,
5 liciae L

one LAY MEMBER and the others!
All this ‘‘BELEAGUEREDNESS"” has
originated on the fourth floor of
the Hall of Administration! I
MEAN THAT! Brother ministers!
And Jesus Christ — the very
much alive and DYNAMIC CHRIST
— through me intends now to
PUT AN END To IT! If there is any
more political lobbying for or
against another, any more sem-
blance of power struggle for a top
spot, the living CHRIST THROUGH
ME WILL DEAL SWIFTLY with it!

WHY 1s IT, fellow ministers
— the troubles, of course, have
ORIGINATED with Satan — but

Satan has been able to work.

through some of us when we did
not realize it!

Two ways of life
UNDERSTAND THIS! | have said

to many groups around the world '

— groups of top officials of gov-
ernments, groups at the grass
roots, and privately to heads of
state, that there are just TWo
ways or philosophies of life, ba-
sically — the one is GET, the other
is GIVE. The GIVE way is that of
Him who said, *‘It is more blessed
to GIVE than to receive.” Actu-
ally that is the way of LOVE —
and love is an outflowing concern
for the good and welfare of
others. The other is Satan’s way
— wanting to GET more-money,
more authority or power, mere of
whatever one lusts for.

GOD ALMIGHTY brought me
back from DEATH! He brought
me back, not only to FINISH car-
rying His Gospel of the Kingdom
of God into all the world, but also
BECAUSE HIS CHURCH WAS NOT
‘‘HOLY, NOT HAVING SPOT OR
WRINKLE OR ANY SUCH THING."

pop in the Union attacks
and tries to DESTROY the Church
of the living Gop, and I send out a
letter telling them of the need,
their letters by the multiple
THOUSANDS come back, telling
me they are back of me 100 per-
cent — telling me how much they
love me!

This Church’s harassment
started 10 years'or more ago. Be-
fore that we had PEACE. Before
that we were growing 30 percent
a year!

But some 10 years ago —
especially since 1973 — when

my son, who DISAGREED WITH
WHAT 1 HAD TAUGHT THE
CHURCH TO BELIEVE, took over
second in command and ad-
roitly, as SATAN moved him,
turned it into TOP COMMAND —
not only cutting me off above

. him, but also Christ and God,

from that time CHRIST WITHDREW
HIS BLESSING, and no longer did
we grow at all!

Look how many top-flight *
men — those GETTING the high-
est salaries — on fourth floor —
have been put out or gone out!
THEY are the ones who went to
this world’s press, which caused
all the evil reports to go to the
world! 1 have never given the
press ONE WORD!

To cut this short, Gobp
BROUGHT ME BACK FROM DEATH
TO CLEAN UP HIS CHURCH!
CHRIST THROUGH ME HAS BEEN
DOING THAT! 1 don't fear death
anymore. I shall not be itimi-
dated! I know it is the will of
Christ to CLEAN UP THIS
CHURCH. He is bringing MASSIVE
PERSECUTION ON Us. WHY? To
bring us to our knees! To bring us
closer together! AND YOU BRETH-
REN HAVE BEEN RESPONDING!
And GOD Is BLESSING YoU. He
WILL restore His blessing to His
Church and Work TWO-FOLD, or
even 10-FoLD!

Letters on ‘60 Minutes’

PASADENA — The following are
excerpts of letters to Church treasurer
Stanley R. Rader and television re-
porter Mike Wallace regarding the 60
Minutes television segment on the
Worldwide Church of God April 15.

Letters to Stanley Rader

Boy was I mad! Mad, mad, mad! 1
was even a bit angry. After watching
what was obviously a ploy to make
the Church of God look like the vil-
lain, 1 may never watch 60 Minutes
again.
Why does the media always want
to play down God’s Church and
Work, and anything it stands for? I
feel deeply that our No. | adversary,
Satan, is at the crux of such |

night. It's really sad that we live in
such a world as this. The press is
given freedom and what do they use
it for? Whatever they want to, what-
ever they think will make a good
story, whatever will get them the
money they want.
Tom Thorne

% % %

Letters to Mike Wallace

With this segment on the
Worldwide Church of God, you have
totally, completely, utterly destroyed
any credibility that you have had in
our minds. As members of the
Worldwide Church of God, we
deeply resent the horridly lopsided

biased hypocritical garbage! 1 wish 1
could use stronger words, but I can’t
think of any at the present. °
Patrick McMillan
Edmonton, Alta.
T f %

1 just saw 60 Minutes on you and
the Church. I cried and prayed for
you afterwards and for the Church.

We, as members suffer too, but
you receive the brunt of it, and we
peay for you to be able to endure and
for all members to have faith and
stand fast behind Mr. Armstrong and
you as you follow Christ.

- Barbara O’ Neal
oW

60 Minutes has lost esteem in my
mind for.the unfair way they came to
interview (attack) you. It was not an
interview but a cheap unfounded at-
tack. I feel you spoke very well.

Cheryl Center
. Reno, Nev.
* A X

1 just wanted to write you a letter

telling you that I’'m behind you 100

* percent. Everyone else that | know in.

the Church is 100. 1 had the misfor-
tune of seeing 60 Minuses yesterday

and di d view you have given
this pation of the Worldwide Church
of God, its leadership and its mem-
bership.. We also are horrified that
you would have the audacity to ques-
tion the leadership that the living God
has placed at the head of His Work.

There is a scripture in Hebrews
which tells us that it is a fearful thing
to fall info the hands of the living
God. And you, Mr. Wallace, have
placed yourself by your actions di-
rectly into His hands. Our God in-
structs us that we should pray for our
enemies, and we want you to know,
Mr. Wallace, that we will be going to
our knees in prayer for mercy on your
behalf. ;

Thomas and Ann Rothrock
' Hagerstown, Md.

" T *

As aregular viewer of 60 Minutes, -
I'was shocked last night while watch-
ing your interview with Mr. Stan
Rader_. . . Mr. Rader, who had ob-
viously been very open, cooperative
and spent a good deal of time allow-
ing you to interview him, was treated

very shabbily and put in 2 most unfair
light.
Phyllis Sloneker
Albany, Ga:



