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W our READERS SAY

Our Cover

“In this last March Pramn TruTH 1
received, T want to congratulate your
photographers on their good work. The
pictuge of the man on the front of this
magazine is so natural, so perfect. The
gray in the hair, the red in the skin,
the eye wrinkles, the beard that shows a
fresh shave, just enough beard left to
look like a real man. The pleasant
smile, the earnest look in the eyes, the
neat dress, make a picture that any
woman would appreciate of a man, and
I must not leave out the dimple. You
surely have some good photographers.”

F. A. G, Billings,

Missouri

o Thank you —we think so, loo.

Evolution
“Thank you for the booklets which 1
received recently, and the wonderful
Praiy TrutH — I am a production
editor, and appreciate quality work. The
articles on evolution have helped me to
teach my children about the truths of
our own existences, and to refute and
combat atheistic teaching by my eldest
daughter’s teacher at school. My daugh-
ter took her Prain TrRuTH to school
to show the woodpecker pictures, and
anableps and she was allowed to tell
her class (grade 7) why these creatures
are the way they are.”
Editor, Toronto, .Ontario,
Canada

"I just wanted to sit down and write
to tell you how very much we are en-
joying the series on EVOLUTION in T'he
PLain TrRUTH. To make sure that it
just doesn't pass through my thinking
on the way to the files, T have taken all
the articles out of each and every
Prain TrRuUTH and inserted them in
acetate sheet protectors and filed them
in a 3-ring binder for a very, very
permanent part of our household. It
has made not only a very attractive book
with all the drawings and sketches but
also has some of the most vital informa-

tion available to deflate the ‘Evolution
theories’ which are so predominant in
today's thinking. We now have this
displayed prominently in our living
room for anyone who is interested to
read what's inside. This is also repre-
sentative of the quality of art, work,
organization — facts of true quality
which Ambassador Colleges stand for.
Keep it up. My book is really blossom-
ing forth right along with the terrific
articles you are putting out!"

Mrs. John R. H.,

Villa Park, 1llinois

“Here is proof for you, Garner. A
fish lays eggs, a reptile lays eggs, a
bird lays cggs.
for me that there is a relationship.”

Disciple of Bab Ingersoll, L. S.,

Los Angeles, California

That is proof enough

o Waould you like to purchase a good,
used bridge, cheap? There's a real bar-
gain in Brooklyn.

Personal
"T just received my March issue of
The Prain TruTH. .. After reading
“The Personal from the Editor,” T heart-
ily agree that God's Word 15 priceless!
If we were required to pay, in actual
cash, what it would really be worth,
then wone of us could ever become
wealthy enough to pay the price. Thank
God, it is free!”
Mrs. Horace C,,
Springville, Indiana
o Awmen to that,

Autobmgmphy
“Isn’t Herbert W. Armstrong gomg
to write any more on his ‘Autobiog-
raphy’? We keep looking for it in every
Prain TruTe and continue to be dis-
appointed. If he doesn’t get it done
pretty soon he may get as forgetful as I
have become and then it will be too
late — unless he has a lot of notes to
work from.”
A W. P,
Harlan, Towa
o Many r)f our readers are anxions for
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The PLAIN TRUTH

A

from the Editor

nis 1s the personal talk with our

readers [ had never even remotely

expected T should be called on
to write,

It is a memorial in honor of the one
dearest woman I have loved, respected,
honored above all people — the wife
of my youth. Fifty years ago, lacking
only three-and-a-half months, the living
Christ selected and joined her to me
in happy wedlock.

Those years have been a half cen-
tury of tremendous experiences. They
have been years of trial and testing,
of struggle, overcoming, perseverance;
but also years of laboring together
in serving and in building; and of
thrilling triumphs. They have been years
in which the living God has lavished on
us His glorious grace and blessings be-

‘b’yond description. They have been a

half century of her giving devoted,
loving, faithful LovyALTY — and beauti-
ful and stimulating companionship.

When God first created man, He said
it was not good that the man should be
alone; so God provided a fitting HELP
for him in a wife.

Through the wife God gave me, He
called me — and us together — inte His
service, He chose us as a husband-and-
wife TEAM. Through us He built His
end-time WoRrk, proclaiming to the
whole world the Goop NEws of His
coming world-ruling Kingdom, as a wit-
ness to all nations.

He used us to prepare the way for
Christ's coming in supreme POWER and
GLORY to rule all peoples, and to bring
to earth PEACE, prosperity,
and joy. He used us in bringing many
thousands to CHRIST, to be begotten as
God's own children, to be BORN into
His divine Family!

Now we had reached the final climax
of this great Work. The living Christ
is opening stupendous new doors that
will MULTIPLY the power and scope of
Gon’s Work, until the whole world

happiness

shall kNow it has heard His message.

We come, now, to the final stretch
of the Work. In a mile or two-mile race,
officials fire a revolver in the air as the
runners begin the last lap. They call
it "the gun lap.” This Work of God,
leading to Christ's coming, has now
entered its “gun lap.” We must now
put on the final extra burst of effort
for the very few remaining years!

We know that to complete the Work,
we must accomplish more during the
next two to five years than in all pre-
vious 3314 years combined!

God has been moving swiftly to open
tremendous new facilities.

Final preparations are being made to
put The WorLD TOMORROW on TELE-
vIsIoN within three or four weeks. The
TELEVISION program of The WoRLD
Tomorrow will start very small. But
plans call for full-color television on
some twelve leading stations coast to
coast in the United States by one year,
growing and expanding until by late
1970 we shall use either a major net-
work, coast to coast, or its equivalent
in a large number of separately selected
stations completely covering the United
States and Canada — beside whatever
television outlets
around the world.

Plans for the immediate future call
for the purchase of full-page or double-
page advertising space in leading mass-
circulating magazines throughout the

may be available

world, shouting out the SAME MESSAGE
you now hear over The WorLD To-
MORROW, and read in The PLAIN
TrutH. We are now offered space in
Lire magazine. Other such magazines
will follow. Already we are using full-
page space in the leading large-circula-
tion magazines of South Africa, Aus-
tralia, and The Philippines.

Suddenly, even foreign GOVERN-
MENTS (where there is no commercial
radio) are opening to us their govern-

(Continned on page 23)
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Dr. Konrad Adenauer, lovingly
called “Der Alte” (the Old One) by
his countrymen, was honored and re-
spected around the world. He was a
man of strong personal character,
temperate and patient. A politician,
he was also a lover of roses. It
was primarily Adenauer’s dauntless
statesmanship which led West Ger-
many up from the ashes of defeat
to become the free world’s second
greatest industrial power and the
most powerful military ally of the
United States.

With Dr. Adenauer’s death at age
91, the end of an era for Germany,
Europe, and the world approaches.
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from the Editor

(Continued from page 1)

ment radio facilities to broadcast The
WorLp TomorrOwW program. Such a
thing was never heard of before!

But all these super-power facilities
are, of themselves, as nothing. It is as
God said to Zerubbabel: “Not by
might, nor by [physical — mechanical}
power, BUT BY MY SPIRIT, saith the
Eternal of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6).

The thousands of God's people back-
ing and helping in this great Work
of God needed an EXTRA spiritual re-
juvenation for this final supreme effort
coming “on the home stretch.”

And Gop USED MRsS. ARMSTRONG'S
TWO-MONTHS-LONG CRITICAL ILLNESS
FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE. Nothing like
it had ever happened before. There was
an unprecedented SHAKING UP — hun-
dreds — thousands — were brought to
their knees in tears, realizing their own
shortcomings — their urgent NEED of a
closer contact with the living CHRIST —
of a greater filling of His Seirit!

It started with me—but also at al-
most the same time with the ministers
at Pasadena Headquarters holding the
top responsibilities in this Work. From
there it spread rapidly to our ministers
stationed in all parts of the world —
and also like a shock-wave to Co-
Workers by thousands around the
world. There was intensive heart-
scarching never before experienced by
these thousands who have this Work
at heart.

Personally T fasted and prayed for ten
days. T had been aware, for some four
or five years, of a heart condition ac-
companied by high blood pressure, so
that I had to use every care to avoid
overly strenuous exertion or any sudden
emotional experience that could have
touched off cither a stroke or a heart
attack. Now that danger seems well
past. Other things were overcome, with
which I had struggled for years.

But hundreds of letters came recount-
ing similar experiences in the lives of so
many others.

One man who heard of her serious
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illness wrote to Mrs. Armstrong and
me saying he was not a Christian, had
never prayed — wondered if God
would hear a sinner like him — but
found himself forced to get down on
his knees with tears, praying. Another
said he was an atheist, but he was so
hit emotionally by her illness he was
forced to his knees in prayer.

Hundreds wrote feeling that THEY,
by their lack of closeness to God, were
causing my wife's illness. OF COURSE
THEY WERE NOT CAUSING IT, nor
was Mrs. Armstrong CAUSING this spiri-
tual upheaval and rejuvenation in their
lives — but Gop was using her illness
to bring these thousands of us closer
to Him, and to receive a new infilling
of His Holy Spirit!

WHhy, one might wonder, did knowl-
edge of Mrs. Armstrong’s critical illness
and suffering have such an overwhelm-
ing, emotional, heart-searching effect on
literally thousands of people all over
the world?

I can well realize, at this point, that
many PLAIN TRUTH readers, especially
those more recently added to our read-
ership, might wonder.

I'm sure that one who never knew
Mrs. Armstrong would find it difficult
to understand this. I'm not sure I can
explain it fully, myself. One devout
colored woman who knew her said to
me, “Mr. Armstrong, there is no other
person on earth that could have had this
effect on so many people.”

I think she was right. Had it been I,
or Garner Ted Armstrong who was so
ill, it could not have had such an ef-
fect. But she was a woMAN — and not
just arny woman — but one held in such
esteem and affection and honor that
knowledge of her suffering just simply
HIT people the way it did. And, be-
sides, this was Gop’s doing. She didn’t
bring about this spontaneous spiritual
revival in so many hearts — Gop did!

In all her suffering, Mrs. Armstrong
smiled and said she was GLAD that all
this Goob was coming about.

Almost her last words, just hours be-
fore she stopped breathing, were when
about nine of our top-ranking ministers
in Pasadena came briefly to her bed-
side from a prayer session in my study.
After they had given her a smiling
greeting, she smiled and waved them
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out of the room, saying, “You men go
on and get your work done. I'm going
to be all right.”

And, in a way we did not expect,
she 7r all right! She had faith she
would be healed. We all had that faith.
And her complete healing 1S ASSURED!
Her faith—and ours — was not in
vain! Like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Sarah, she "died in faith, not having
[YET] received the promises” (Hebrews
a2

But, as they shall all receive what
God promised them IN THE RESURREC-
TION, so my wife shall stand forth in
a very few years, completely HEALED,
as God promised (James 5:14-15), and
in a resurrected body composed of im-

mortal SPIRIT — radiant in joyous
ETERNAL LIFE! She can never suffer
again!

We expected her to be healed zow,
her mortal physical life extended to
help me through the few remaining
years as we finish the great Work God
is doing through us. True, she had al-
ready lived 514 fruitful years beyond
the allotted “three score and ten.” But
neither Mrs. Armstrong nor I, at age
75, thought of ourselves as “elderly,”
or as being “old folks.” We have con-
tinued active and with good energy.
We knew God is able to renew oneé's
youth, and to impart strength where
needed (Psalm 103:3-5; Isaiah 40:29-
31).

But that expectation was not based
on any definite promise of God — and
He willed otherwise. I bow to His will,
saying, with Job, “The ETERNAL gave,
and the ETERNAL hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the ETERNAL"
(Job: 1:21). *

Perhaps, in God's foreknowledge and
mercy, He simply removed her from the
terrible persecutions, with violence and
much suffering to come — as God says,
“the righteous is taken away from the
evil to come” (Isatah 57:1). Also, the
voice from heaven now says: "Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labors;
and their works do follow them” (Rev-
elation 14:13).

Before King David of Israel died, it
is recorded of him: “"Now King David
was old and stricken in years...”



(T Kings 1:1). Then, at his death, it is
recorded: “And he died in a good old
age, full of days, riches and honor”
(I Chronicles 29:28). David was 70
years of age at death. Mrs. Armstrong
had been granted five-and-a-half years
more than David.

So now I can only be exceedingly
GRATEFUL to the Great God of all cre-
ation for having allowed me a half cen-
tury of her loving companionship and
help. After our marriage in 1917, and
before my conversion in 1927, the one
unselfish thing I can remember putting
into my prayers was always to THANK
Gonb for the lovely wife He gave me. Of
course I only prayed, in those years,
for two reasons — because my parents
had brought me up to believe in God
and to pray, and because I wanted to
GET something from God. Yet, some-
how, even then I énrew God had se-
lected my wife and given her to me. I
don’t know how I knew — it was just
in my mind to know it.

Up until the nurses and doctor at her
bedside — perhaps a minute or two past
midnight the night she died — told me
she had stopped breathing, I fully ex-
pected her to continue living and be
healed Now! T was stunned! Yet, I did
not grieve in the way most people do
who do not know God and His glorious
promises and purposes for us (I Thes-
salonians 4:13-17). Actually T felt
more like King David did when his in-
fant son born of Bathsheba died. While
the child lay very ill, David fasted,
wept and prayed. But when the child
died, he rose, changed to regular clothes,
went into God'’s house and worshipped,
then to his own house and sat down to
eat.

He said: “While the child was yet
alive, 1 fasted and wept: for I said,
‘who can tell whether God will be
gracious to me, that the child may live?
But now he is dead, wherefore should I
fast? Can I bring him back again? I
shall go to him [in the resurrection],
but he shall not return to me’ ™ (II
Samuel 12:22-23). '

Of course many of the circumstances
were different. God's prophet, Nathan,
had told David that the child should
surely die, because of David's sin in the
illegitimate, adulterous conception of
the child, and his deliberate murder of
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Uriah, Bathsheba's husband. David re-
pented very deeply of this dual sin,
yet God did require the death of the
child. But in my wife's case, T did feel,
though I had no promise from God’s
Word, that it would be His will to
spare her life until our mission had
been completed. T had fasted and prayed
for ten days. Another time T had prayed
through all night long. The last two
nights my son Garner Ted and I were
awake and praying completely through
the two nights — that is, until she died
just after midnight the second night —
but we were kept awake making neces-
sary arrangements, and telephone calls
to various of our men in many parts of
the world, until long after dawn.

But I did go once more to my own
prayer room to dedicate my own life
anew to God and His service, until the
mission to which He has called me is
completed.

Mrs. Armstrong was much more than
a loyal, dedicated wife and help. She
was a good mother to our children. T
shall never forget one incident — which
she never forgot. It was probably dur-
ing the second year of The WorrLp To-
MORROW broadcast, possibly during
1935, when our younger son Garner
Ted was a child of five. I had re-
turned home from the broadcast at the
radio station, and was “unwinding” ly-
ing on a sofa in our living room.
Young “Teddy,” as we then called him
(and no one has dared call him that
since he entered Junior High) came
over and gave me a big, enthusiastic
kiss on the cheek.

"Now what are you trying to work
me for?” T asked, suspiciously.

“That was for picking me out the
best Mother in the world,” he said.
And his Mother, sitting nearby, smiled
a very pleased smile.

Mrs. Armstrong was Guidance Coun-
sellor to the young women students on
all three Ambassador College campuses.
She, herself, marvelled at the wisdom
that just came spontancously from God
as she counselled with these many girls
about their many problems.

She set them a splendid example in
so many ways. In her was no guile —
no hypocrisy — no pretense.

She was born in a small town in Towa,
had taught school before we were mar-
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ried. She had come from plain, simple,
yet solid and substantial stock, well
above average in success and accom-
plishment in the world. Her father
owned a retail store. Two of her uncles
were doctors — one reputed to have
been 2 “millionaire” — one an attorney,
one owned a drugstore, one a success-
ful farmer, another prominent in poli-
tics. Her great grandfather on her
mothet’s side had emigrated to Iowa
from England, established a linen mill,
and built a whole town.

But they were not pretenders. My
wife had no patience with flattery or
pretense, She was just down-to-earth
common clay — just what she was—
she put on no airs, or veneer of af-
fected sophistication, yet she was every
whit a QUEEN (as a Queen shonld be).
She had a sound and understanding
mind of great depth. She was my main
counsellor in all problems, and plans.

God blessed me with just the wife
needed for His WoRrK —a true HELP
such as God intended a woman to be.
Always I held her, not only in my own
mind and thoughts, but before all
others, in the very highest esteem, ad-
miration, and honor.

Surely, God has blessed me above all
men — and to have been privileged to
have had her at my side, as my HELP,
these fifty years, was the greatest of all
physical blessings.

I would feel greatly honored if many
of our women readers might take in-
spiration from her sterling example, and
try to become the kind of wives and
mothers she exemplified.

I believe that in the resurrection she
will take her place with many of the
high-character, God-fearing and God-
approved women of the Bible. For she
was used of God in His building and
developing His Mighty WoRK, now in-
fluencing many MILLIONS of people the
world around, preparing the way for
the coming of the living CHrisT, and
the happy and glorious WORLD TO-
MORROW !

Porirait by S. Morse-Brown
This portrait of Loma D. Armstrong,
by Britain's leading portrait artist
S. Morse-Brown, painted in England
in 1961, is hung over the fire-
place in Herbert W. Armstrong’s
Office in Pasadena.






