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CHARACTER OF GOLD?




What Lies Ahead
NOW?

Time is very short! Here is what is about to happen.

HAT LIES AHEAD,

vital to us In

God’s Church, in

the next very few years?

Bible prophecy does not
pinpoint precise dates — or
even the precise year — of
forecasted events.

But there is an important
prophecy in Revelation 10.
The apostle John saw, in a
vision, an angel come with his
hand lifted to heaven, saying,
“There should be delay no lon-
ger’” (verse 6).

Then a voice from heaven
told John to take and open a
very small book in the hand of
the angel, and eat it. In his
mouth it was sweet as honey,
but in his stomach very bitter.
Then the voice said to John,
“Thou must prophesy [preach
or announce] again before
many peoples, and nations, and
tongues, AND KINGS™ (verse
11, Authorized Version).

Now what is the TIME set-
ting of this prophecy? It is
sometime PRIOR to the sound-
ing of the seventh trumpet, at
which time Christ shall come.

By Herbert W. Armstrong

turbances in the sky. The Laodi-
cean era of the Church shall rise
OUT OF, through and in the latter

Pershing Il missile launch. Worsening world troubles

offer ominous portents for near future.

when our Work appeared to be
close to finished more than a
decade ago, God held up world
events, and I was commis-
sioned to NOw go with the
Kingdom message to many
KINGS, or many nations, speak-
ing different languages.

That is what, as I now look
back, 1 have been doing, espe-
cially since 1972.

Now where are we in the
time sequence of prophecies?
More and more it becomes
apparent that we are right at,
or even very shortly past, the
event of Revelation 12:7. This
is an event in the end time,
after the Middle Ages pictured
in verse 6.

Verse 7 reveals a fierce bat-
tle in heaven. Once again Satan
and his demons have swooped
up to attack God on His throne
— one last satanic try. Michael
the archangel — same rank as
former Lucifer, now Satan —
is pictured with his angels
fighting against Satan and his
demons. As Lucifer and his
angels tried to invade God’s
throne in heaven before the
creation of man, so Satan has

That is clear in verse 7. Also it is
followed immediately by the 3'2-
year mission of the two witnesses.
Their 3% years BEGIN with the
Great Tribulation.

So the TIME of this prophecy is
just shortly before the work of
the Philadelphia church is fin-
ished. After that shall come the
Great Tribulation, and the Day of
the Lord, with supernatural dis-

part of the Great Tribulation.
They shall be IN it, and turn to
God out of and during it (Rev.
7:9-15). They come out of it and
are converted as a result of it,
which will open their eyes to the
fact that what the Philadelphia
church proclaims was true,
although now, while we proclaim
it, they are not heeding.

So Revelation 10 shows that

made this one last try to conquer
Gop. But Satan again was to lose
this battle, and he and his demons
were cast back to earth (verse 9).
This was to occur just prior to the
Second Coming of Christ, the
resurrection of saints to salvation
and establishing the Kingdom of
God on earth (verse 10).
But those of God’s Church are
(Continued on page 21)
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What Now?

(Continued from page 1)

at this time to overcome Satan by
the blood of Christ and the Word
of God (verse 11); but because
Satan knows he now has but a
short time to defeat God on earth
through God’s Church, even after
he failed in the heavenly war with
Michael (verse 12), he was imme-
diately to persecute this CHURCH
(verse 13).

Ever since my conversion, I
have suffered persecution from
men, though inspired by Satan —
and so have many of you. But
never before did Satan strike the
CHURCH AS A BODY until the law-
suit launched against the Church
Jan. 3, 1979. It surely seems that
fulfilled verse 13.

But our Work is not yet com-
pleted. This prophecy indicates it
will be soon — and apparently
during the decade of the '80s —
though we cannot set definite
dates. Yet WE SHOULD BE
WARNED! We should realize our
time for completion of Christ’s
great commission is now very
short, and growing shorter daily.

I have warned you all, Satan is
now FURIOUS. He is mighty. He is
subtle, clever and can deceive and
outwit the best of us. He is HARD
AT WORK AGAINST THE WHOLE
CHURCH RIGHT NOW in ways you
know not. But the Church NEEDS
your urgent, faithful FASTING
AND PRAYING!

Continue this prophecy. Next,
when our great commission is in
God’s sight completed, we are to
be taken — symbolically flown on
the two wings of a great eagle —
which could mean by a friendly
government made friendly to us
by my contacts with heads of so
many governments — we shall be
taken to a place of protection
from the Great Tribulation,
which is the furious wrath of
Satan (verse 14).

While we are in this place of
safety 3% years, the two wit-
nesses shall be preaching to the
whole world, protected from
Satan. But Satan in his mad
wrath will then make war with
the REMNANT Church. This has to

be the Laodicean era of the
Church (verse 17).

Finally, what of the Laodicean
era of God’s Church? Remem-
ber, it, too, is Gop’s Church —
having the commandments of
God and testimony or Word of
Jesus (Rev. 12:17).

But that era of the Church is
pictured in Matthew 25. Mat-
thew 24 shows the signs Jesus
showed would occur prior to His
Second Coming.

Matthew 25 shows the time
just before Christ shall return. It
pictures the Laodicean church as
10 virgins who took their lamps
(their Bibles) and went forth to
meet Christ at His coming. But
five of them — half of the
Church — took their lamps (Bi-
bles) but without oil to light the
lamps (having the Holy Spirit to
UNDERSTAND the Bible).

Some translations indicate they
were losing the Holy Spirit,
because of negligence, lack of
prayer, lack of fellowship with
the brethren and with God and
Christ and being overcome with
materialistic and worldly interest.
Are some of us like that, even
now?

While they — the backsliding
half of the Church — are trying
to get back closer to God, the
coming of Christ shall take place,
and the door into God’s Kingdom
shall be sHUT in their faces!
WHAT A TERRIBLE TRAGEDY! It
could happen to you or me.

Brethren, we’re living in more
terrible, troublous times than you
realize. DO NOT FOR A MOMENT
GET TO THINKING TIME WILL
JUST KEEP GOING ON AND ON. It
won’t! Satan knows how short
time is. He is now striking at
destroying THE CHURCH. WE ALL
NEED TO BE FASTING AND PRAY-
ING as never before that God will
restrain Satan.

TIME IS NOW VERY SHORT.

This Work is launched on the
GREATEST AND MOST POWERFUL
THRUST FORWARD IN ITS 50
YEARS. NEVER have I and the
whole Work needed your prayers
and continued EXTRA financial
backing as now. We are launched
on the greatest PUSH FORWARD
ever. PrRay! Pray! PrRAY! O

Single Christians

(Continued from page 8)

the slogan: “Don’t be too hard on
me; God isn’t finished with me
yet.”

We can be thankful that God’s
Spirit predominates in His
Church (II Tim. 1:6). When
appealed to, most singles quite
quickly shelve their hang-ups and
grudges and get down to the
tough core of real Christianity —
loving all men as brothers
(I Thess. 4:9-10).

One of the ennobling traits of
single Christians as a group is
their eagerness to follow govern-
ment, their sincere appreciation
for any efforts made in their
direction. There is a good reason
for this. They are, in a sense, poor
in some of the things those with
the middle-class-station-wagon-
split-level-two-children back-
ground sometimes take for
granted — things like compan-
ionship, moral support and a
sense of belonging.

Singles, in some ways, are out
of the mainstream of society. This
is why so many respond to God’s
calling. He specifically seeks
recruits among the deprived, the
left-out, the unfulfilled, the emo-
tionally wounded. They enlist in
His Church (Luke 14:21).

3) Don’t over-romanticize
marriage

Don’t misunderstand!

This is neither an appeal for
celibacy, nor in any way a slight
of God’s sacred institution (Heb.
13:4). Not at all. A happy mar-
riage is an intense delight (Eccl.
9:9). Looking forward eagerly to
spending the evening with your
husband or wife is a precious feel-
ing, savored by only a few in our
society.

But the plain truth is that in
most nations today marriage is a
risky proposition. The chances of
your marriage ending in divorce
in the Western world are almost
50-50. Dead even!

Loneliness drives many singles
to distort one of the truisms about
life and marriage — the simple
fact that if you are a reasonably
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