PASTOR GENERAL'S
REPORT jopcumemmor e

VOL.1l, NO.4 PASADENA, CALIFORNIA AUGUST 28, 1979

HOW DID Y O U come to know
THE T R U T H ?

by Herbert W. Armstrong

Do you really THANK GOD that He has opened your mind to HIS TRUTH? Is
it precious--of SUPER value to you? Or do you feel like trampling it under-
foot as a sow would trample pearls or diamonds into the mud?

This thought came while reading a letter from a member in England. It
is a VERY RARE THING for my eyes to see a letter like this, though there
are many THOUSANDS who have received the SAME TRUTHS as this member.

It is a rather long letter, so I shall reprint here certain pertinent
portions. He writes: '

Dear Mr. Armstrong:

I very much appreciate the opportunity to write directly to
Christ's apostle, and in just a little way to thank you for the
tremendous example you are setting us and, above all, to thank
you for God's truth....

Mr. Armstrong, it becomes clearer with every passing month what an
enormous debt we owe you!" (He owes it to GOD). "When I reflect on
.the precious truths of God's Word--the knowledge of what man's future
is, the coming Kingdom of God, the spirit in man, the history of the
angels, the origin of human nature, what God is, and on and on, then

I am truly grateful that God has called me into HIS Church--the only
church on this earth that has the truth. But, Mr. Armstrong, this
Church has the truth only because Christ gave it to us through you.
You are Christ's chosen and ordained apostle, and it is through you
that I have learned and understood all these things. How well Christ
chose, trained and prepared you for your present responsibilities--and
how glad I am that you are now directly involved in running the Church
day to day under Jesus Christ.

When I look back over the past three or four years I am appalled at
what happened in your absence from Pasadena: of how the doctrines of
God the Father--taught by Jesus Christ to His &postle--were so watered
down and changed that this was scarcely God's Church any more. When

I consider healing, which the Head of this Church, Jesus Christ,
considered so important that it was one of the earliest doctrines that
He taught you (within a year of your picking up a Bible), then I am
amazed at how effectively Christ's doctrine was rejected; (and even to
this very day it seems that many in the church here locally are unable
to really accept healing as an unbreakable PROMISE of God; the POISON
of STP has done its work too well, sir, and seems to have destroyed
the living FAITH which was present in the church when I first started
attending).
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So, Mr. Armstrong, I daily thank God for your restoration to good health
and DYNAMIC POWER. Please, keep writing powerful articles setting us
straight doctrinally; we need to hear from you. I totally believe that
Christ puts His truth into this church through you, and so I am looking
to you more and more now than I ever have before.

How often the apostle Paul wrote to his converts that they should
IMITATE him, learn from him, follow his example, observe his faith and
so on. Well, the apostle Paul is now dead--but there is a living
apostle of Jesus Christ! And I hope--and pray--that God will give me
the understanding and strength to follow, and to imitate, His apostle
in this day and age. How useful is your autobiography in this regard!
Thank you for writing it, it is a goldmine of advice and examples in
practical living and Christianity!

Mr. Armstrong, I find that the articles you write have a ring of truth
to them. When I read them, I just know that they are right; and I am
not exaggerating when I say that I literally EXULT when I read them--I
really do rejoice at God's truth (although sometimes it hurts!). And
so I tend to study your articles VERY CAREFULLY; I am often surprised
at how much I miss the first time I read them--you pack so much into
your articles! As I study, much is committed to memory (at least in
general terms); my purpose is to see things as you see them--to have
your mind (and hence Christ's mind) on various issues.

And that brings me to the main purpose of writing this letter.

Three or four months ago I was intensively studying your article on
"How Christ Gives The Church Its Beliefs," which appeared in the
November 20th, 1978, Good News. I memorized its main points, and
thoroughly marked up my Bible--especially at Matthew 18:18, on the
subject of binding and loosing.

I was then staggered--left literally speechless--when I read an article
in the March 1979 Good News which, in my eyes at least, just plainly
CONTRADICTS what Christ is saying through you!!! Whereas Chrsit
teaches, through you, that binding and loosing is given only to His
apostles, the author of this particular article states that the ministry
has the authority to make binding and loosing decisions....

Let me add here that the particular article in guestion was a "REPEAT"
article which had appeared several years ago in the GOOD NEWS. At that time
no official doctrine had been made in the Church about "binding and loosing.”
I did not reread the article prior to republication in the March 1979 GOOD
NEWS, and I am sure the author of the article did not recheck it, either.

I made the doctrine of "binding and loosing" official only a few months
ago. I do not remember catching anything in this article that should have
been edited when it first appeared several years ago. So I will personally
assume any blame for this discrepancy. I should have reread this article
prior to its being reprinted in the March 1979 GOOD NEWS--but since I knew
it was a repeated article from several years ago, I neglected doing so.
With all the day-to-day administration responsibilities over the entire
globe-girdling Work, it is difficult for me to read every article in the
GOOD NEWS and The PLAIN TRUTH before publication. I trust our brother-in-
Christ in England, who wrote the above letter will forgive me.
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CHINA TRIP SET

Mr. Stanley Rader has been in Tokyo and Peking, China the past several

days, making advance arrangements for my visit to the chiefs of government
in China.

Plans are now complete. I will fly first to Tokyo, then to Peking.
The visit to Peking will be an OFFICIAL visit, sponsored by the People's
Republic of China government. The Chinese government has even sponsored
Mr. Rader's visit to set plans for mine--paying all his hotel bills, meals,
transportation--everything but his laundry and long-distance telephone calls.

Mr. Rader has been royally treated by the government in China. Since T
wanted to limit my trip to Peking only, the government has insisted that he
visit a few other cities in China--Nanking, Shanghai, and one or two others.
They will insist that I take one short side trip to see the great Chinese
wall--surely one of the world's wonders built by man.

Mr. Rader has done a superb job in making all advance arrangements--

sponsored by some of my "Japanese sons"--influential members of the Japanese
Diet.

I urgently ask your continued PRAYERS for my good health, and for wisdom
as to what to say in China, and HOW to say it--for China is communist with
ne religion. I must tell their Jleaders of the coming WORLD GOVERNMENT--we
call it THE WORLD TOMORROW--but I will not be able to tell them in Christian
or Bible-sounding words. I am not going for the purpose cf offending them--
because God loves them as well as us--but I shall ask God to give me wisdom
in what to say and how to say it. Beside meeting with the two leaders in
the government of the People's Republic, a large bangquet is planned with
400 or more influential and high-ranking Chinese attending.

The government of China has very graciously planned for me to occupy a
comparatively new suite in a new addition to their leading hotel. The great
God who loves us all has given me great favor in their eyes, and opened
their hearts and minds to provide for me their best. Give God THANKS!

The trip will take place very shortly after the Feast of Tabernacles--
late October or early November.
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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES

We are all encouraged and enthusiastic as the new college year ends a
summer keynoted by productive, gqualitative growth.

The response from the field ministry has been overwhelmingly positive,
expressing wholehearted support and loyalty to God's only living Apostle.

As one minister writes, "Dear Mr. Armstrong: Thanks once again for doing
your part under Jesus Christ as His Apostle in guiding the ministry and




