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LOOKING INTO THE NEXT FOUR YEARS
AND NINE YEARS OF DECADE OF EIGHTIES

by
Herbert W. Armstrong

In Manila it is the morning of January 20th. Later today, noon EST,
President Ronald Reagan will be sworn into office as President of the
United States for the next four years. We have just started the second
vear of the decade of the eighties. WHAT LIES AHEAD, vital to us in God's
Church in the next four to nine years?

Bible prophecy does not pinpoint precise dates--or even the precise
vear--of forecasted events.

During the late sixties, certain indications led me to envision the
possibility--never the certainty--that the Work of the Philadelphia era
of the Church might be completed by the first week in January, 1972.
Never did I remotely believe that could be the time of Christ's return;
the Great Tribulation, the Day of the Lord and other prophesied events
had to occur after completion of our Work proclaiming Gospel Message,
Law of God, repentance and fact of coming Kingdom of God. Nor did I set
1972 as definite date but only a possible date for completion of our
commission. Yet some members totally misconstrued what I did say, and
took it to mean definite date settings for end of this world and coming
of Christ for the new World Tomorrow...I never did, and do not now set
dates—--even as to the year.

But there is an important prophecy in the tenth chapter of Reve-
lation. The apostle John is recording what he saw revealed in a vision.
An angel came with his hand lifted to heaven saying, "There should be
time no longer"--or, better translated, "There shall be no more delay."
Then a voice from heaven told John to take and open a very small book
in the hand of the angel, and eat it. In his mouth it was sweet as
honey, but in his stomach very bitter. Then the voice said to John,
God's apostle, "Thou must prophesy (preach or announce) again before
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, AND KINGS."

Now what is the TIME setting of this prophecy? It is sometime
PRIOR to the sounding of the seventh trumpet, at which time Christ
shall come. That is clear in verse 7. Also it is followed immediately
by the three-and-a-half-year mission of the two witnesses. Their three
and a half years BEGIN with the Great Tribulation. So the TIME of this
prophecy is just shortly before the Work of the Philadelphia Church is
finished. After that shall come the Great Tribulation, and the Day of
Lord, when there shall be supernatural disturbances striking the world
with astonishing AWE in the sky.
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The Laodicean era of the Church shall rise OUT OF, through and in
the latter part of the Great Tribulation. They shall be IN it, and turn
to God out of and during it (Revelaticn 7:9-15). They come out of the
Great Tribulation and are converted as a result of it, which will open
their eyes to the fact that what the Philadelphian Church proclaims was
true, although now, while we proclaim it, they are not heeding.

So Revelation 10 shows that when our Work appeared to be close to
finished and there should be no more delay in God's intervention, God
did hold up world events, and I was commissioned to NOW go with the
Kingdom Message to many KINGS, or naticnal leaders, or many nations,
speaking different languages. That is what, as I now look back in ret-
rospect, I have been doing since 1970 and especially since 1972. So
perhaps our Work would have been completed by 1972, except for this
special commission.

Now where are we in the time sequence of prophecies? More and more
it becomes apparent that we are right at, or even very shortly past, the
event of Revelation 12:7. This is an event in the end time, after the
Middle Ages, pictured in verse 6. Verse 7 reveals a fierce battle in
heaven. Once again Satan and his demons have swooped up to attack God
on His throne--one last satanic try. Michael the archangel--same rank
as former Lucifer, now Satan--is pictured with his angels fighting
against Satan and his demons. As Lucifer and his angels tried to invade
God's throne in heaven before the creation of man, so Satan has made this
one last try to conquer GOD.

But Satan again was to lose this battle, and he and his demons were
cast back to earth (verse 9). This was to occur just prior to the coming
of Christ, the resurrection of saints to salvation and establishing the
Kingdom of God on earth (verse 10). But those of God's Church are at this
time to overcome Satan by the blood of Christ and the Word of God (verse
11); but because Satan knows he now has but a short time to defeat God on
earth through God's Church, even after he failed in the heavenly war with
Michael (verse 12), he was immediately to persecute THIS CHURCH (verse 13).

Previously, from the time of my conversion and baptism I have suf-
fered persecution from men, though inspired by Satan--and so have many
of you. But never before did Satan strike the CHURCH AS A BODY until the
lawsuit launched against the Church January 3, 1979. It surely seems
that fulfilled verse 13.

But our Work is not yet completed. This prophecy indicates it will
be soon--and apparently during the decade of the eighties, if not during
President Reagan's administration--though we cannot set definite dates.
Yet WE SHOULD BE WARNED! We should realize our time for completion of
Christ's Great Commission is now very short, and growing shorter daily.

The lawsuit apparently is behind us--not definitely certain until
June 30. But I have warned you all, Satan is now FURIOUS. He is mighty.
He 1s powerful, next to the power of GOD. He is subtle, clever and can
deceive and outwit the best of us. He is HARD AT WORK AGAINST THE WHOLE
CHURCH RIGHT NOW in ways you know not. But the Church NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS
-~even your most urgent, believing and faithful FASTING AND PRAYING!

Continue this prophecy. Next, when our Great Commission is in God's
sight completed, we are to be taken--symbolically flown on the two wings
of a great eagle--which could mean by a friendly government made friendly



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, January 23, 1981 Pace 3

to us by my contacts with heads of so many governments these past 12
years—-we shall be taken to a place of protection from the Great Tribula-
tion, which in itself 1s the furious wrath of a mad and infuriated Satan
(verse 14). While we are in this place of safety three and a half years,
the two witnesses shall be preaching to the whole world, protected from
Satan. But Satan in his mad wrath will then make war with the REMNANT
Church. This has to be the lLaodicean era of the Church {(verse 17).

Finally, what of the Laodicean era of God's Church? Remember, it,
too, 1s GOD's Church--having the commandments of God and Testimony or
Word of Jesus (Revelation 12:17).

But that era of the Church is pictured in Matthew 25. Matthew 24
shows the sign Jesus gave prior to His coming to end the present world
order, and the Great Tribulation, Day of the Lord and Second Coming.

Matthew 25 shows the time just before Christ shall return. It
pictures the Laodicean Church as ten virgins who took their lamps
(their Bibles) and went forth to meet Christ at His coming, But five
of them--half of the Church--took their lamps (Bibles) but without oil
to light the lamps (having the Holy Spirit to enlighten their minds to
UNDERSTAND the Bible). Some translations render this into English
indicating they were losing the Holy Spirit, because of negligence, lack
of prayer, fellowship with the brethren and with God and Christ and being
overcome with materialistic and worldly interest. Are some of us like
that, even now?

While they--the backsliding half of the Church--were trying to get
back closer to God, the coming cf Christ shall take place, and the door
into God's Kingdom will be SHUT in their faces! WHAT A TERRIBLE AND
AWFUL TRAGEDY! It could happen to you or me.

Brethren, we're living in more terrible, troublous times than you
realize.

Today, as a new President is inaugurated in Washington, also comes
the news that my dear friend, Menachem Begin, Prime Minister of Israel,
is being almost thrust out of office--his Government about to fall. There
was to be a reelection in Israel in November, when Mr. Begin probably
planned to retire anyway, because of serious heart trouble. But he has
held his government in power only by the narrowest margin for the past
several days, and now he has announced a new election in July instead of
November. The last time I saw him, hardly two months ago, we parted
with a bear hug. However, whoever is elected next prime minister is in
all 1¥kelihood the man I alsoc know well, and we still have many friends
at and near the top in Israel. But DO NOT FOR A MOMENT GET TO THINKING
TIME WILL JUST KEEP GOING ON AND ON. It won't! Satan knows how short
time is. He 1is now striking at destroying THE CHURCH AS A WHOLE. I
cannot reveal to you at the moment what Satan is up to now, BUT IT IS
BIG, and we all need to be FASTING AND PRAYING as never bafore that God
will restrain Satan.

I spoke to the Church at Honolulu on the way to Tokyo this trip.
I talked privately with the Prime Minister, spoke the Gospel Message
to a large banquet attended by 482 prestigious and high-ranking people
of the nation in Tokyo, and also to a group of a hundred or more Japanese
PLAIN TRUTH subscribers on the Sabbath afternoon we were there.
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I have continued writing the full-page announcements for the WALL
STREET JOURNAL while on the trip. Arriving in Manila, I was interviewed
at a press conference at the airport on arrival. President Marcos has
placed at my disposal a siren pilot car to go before my car wherever I
go here, with mo%orcycle police also with sirens going along--sometimes
ahead of us, sometimes beside my car. We go through heavy traffic
rapidly. Sabbath I spoke to more than 1,000 of our members here.
Yesterday morning I spoke for some 30 to 40 minutes to the student body
and faculty of the Adamson University in a special convoked assembly held
for me. Tonight I am to be principal speaker at a huge banquet of 750 of
the Philippines' most distinguished citizens and several ambassadors from
other countries. There are other luncheon club speeches, press meetings
and television interviews scheduled. This Saturday night will be the
first night of the BIG CAMPAIGN here. Meetings are planned with President
Marcos, the First Lady his wife, and a dinner with the entire cabinet of
the government. God is using me. BUT TIME IS NOW VERY SHORT.

This Work is launched on the GREATEST AND MOST POWERFUL THRUST
FORWARD IN ITS 47 YEARS. NEVER have I and the whole Work needed your
prayers and continued EXTRA financial backing as now. When home I am
recording two TV programs a week and also two radio half hours. Our
TV crew is here, and the meetings here will be telecast over the U.S.
We are launched on the greatest PUSH FORWARD ever. PRAY! PRAY! PRAY!

With deep love, in Jesus' name,

A

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES

Adult Basketball

Many U.S. churches have men's basketball teams playing neighboring
churches. This has resulted in guestions about health hazards and the
need for standardized rules of play. We must remember that basketball
is a very strenuous sport. Men who are not in top condition face real
danger when they overextend themselves by playing in two or three games
in one day. Even one game of college-style basketball can be too
demanding for the average adult player. In fact, we have had some near
misses already this season. Also, we in Pasadena vividly remember an
untimely death on the softball field this past summer.

None of us would want to see or experience a tragedy such as a heart
attack on the court, especially if it resulted even partially from
carelessness on our part. After discussions with Jim Petty, Harry
Sneider and others, we are recommending the following guidelines for
adult basketball:

1. Encourage all men to get a physical exam before playing. Those
not in shape should be cautioned.

2. College rules may be used except for time: the game should be
divided into eight-minute quarters.

(Continued on page 6)
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A Voice Cries Out:
What’s Right

Tomorrow!

Three world views for tomorrow:

Only one will become reality!

TODAY, chaos, tomor-
row, the world erupts
into pEACE! Today, threat
of human extinction. Tomor-
row, UTopia grips the earth!

You don't have to believe it' It's
as certain as the rising of tomor-
row’s sun'

Humanity won’t bring it about! [t is
going to be done to us' People are going
to be compelied to enjoy PEACE world-
wide, to be happv. to experience
universal amunoance' Utopis” Why
not’ Why should it be an imaginary or
impossible pipe dream” Think about
that! There's a causg for today's
apparently insolvable problems and
unstoppable evils. t's a way of lLife
—the wav | simplify by the one word
“GET.”

What do worid leaders expect? The
two most widely held are divergent
views. Paradoxically they point in
opposite directions.

Many world leaders now expect —
though they immediately put the
thought out of mind —that nuclear and
other means of mass destruction eventu-
ally—perhaps soon—will erase mankind
from the face of the earth’

At least four nother causes. beside
nuclear annihilation, now for the tirst
time in history make possible human
extinction--and by the hand of MmaN!
Some point out that man has never yet
lnvented a new means of greater mass
destruction that has not been actually
used!

Yet we all trv to simply put that
awesome passihility out of mind' Do we
suppose that just not thinking about it,
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and doing nothing about it, will auto-
matically cause the threat to go away?

But a well-known philosopher and
author. Aldous Huxley, said, ~Most
prophecy tends to ascillate hetween an
extreme of gloom and the wildest
optimism.” Another set of seers thinks
the world is destined soon to become a
gigantic sort of fantasy land. The
hitman race will tind perpetual happi-
ness plaving with an endless assortment
of ever more ingenions mechanical toyvs
produced by science, technology and
industry

But these «ptimistic, glamarous pre-
dictions seem totally to exclude the
stark reality that human happiness and
well-being i1s a sprritual, not a physical
or materialistic. condition. The near
future glamorous predictions overlnok
the additional snarls and problems their
own predictions would bring' The
overcrowded. snarled. enervating cos-
mopolitan life of this cptimistic view is
rather frightening’

But when we take a hard, cold,
realistic view of conditions and trends,
they point inevitably toa fast.-approach-
ing woRLD CRisix of combined nuclear
war, starvation, uncontrottable disease

epidemics, continued escalating crime,
violence, the population explosion
and human extinction!

Yet NONE OF THESE 15 GOING TO
HAPPEN!

[t is not fantasy or superstition but
reality and racT that hefore man
annihilates mankind. that supreme-
powered unseen “Strong Hand from
Someptace’ is going to intervene in this
world's atfairs

Some world-known scientists have
said our only hope, now. is for a super
government ruling over all nations -
with only itz one mulitary force. Man
can’t bring this about! But that “Unseen
Power” cas!—and before we destroy
ourselves WJILL’ Al our insolsvable
problems and evils are being catsep by
a way of life | simplify by the werd
“GeT.” Mankind will be turned 1o the
way of TanET —outowing LOWE toward
God and man'

There shall, in actual fact, be a
one-world GoversMEST. Human civili-
zation won't bring it about. It will be
done fto us! Whether nne believes it,
doesn’t matter. It's as certain as the
rising of tomerrow’s sun

Alter we past the supreme world
crisis Just ahead. there shall dawn the
WONDERFL L WORLD ToMorrow! World
PEACE. happiness, umversal ABUNDANCE
shall at last grip this earth. Vwopia?
Well. wHY NOT! [t is nur SURE HOPE!

O i

He/BERT W ARMSTRONG
Founder
Ambassador Foundation

We have nothing to sell. But on request vou may receive, grally. a J6-page

eve-opening booklet, The Wonderfud World Tomueron
l.ike. Herhert W. Armstrong, Pasadena, Calif.
423-4444. In California call eollect 1214 5

TS225,

What {0 Wil He
1127 Phone toll free tRinh
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AVoice Cries Qut:

MR. PRESIDENT: You've
assumed the most
important office in the
world on a landslide vote—
a virtual mandate.

1 know something of the
stupendous problems with
which you now must grapple.
[ have discussed world and nation-
al ditficulties with heads of state
on all continents. | know some-
thing of how difficult, knotty and
often impossible of human solu-
tion are the conditions you now
face—greater than those confront-
ing any other head of state.

in late December the question blared
forth in the media whether, on insugu.
tation, you should déclare an economic
emergency. But, as vou know, we are
now deep in much more than an
economic emergency. We're in a social
emergency, a maral and spiritual emer.
gency, foreign and international emer-
gencies and the frightening LIFE-AND-
DEATH emergency of human extinction.
Never before since mankind inhabited
the earth have weapons of mass
destruction existed that can erase
humanity from this planet. You have
taken aver the helm at a time when
problems and troubles exceed in ditfi-
culty and complexity those faced by any
President before you.

1f ever a President needed the heip of
this great people he leads, it is now.
Same are asking, Can you turn the
United States arpund? They look to
problems of inflation, unemployment,
energy, taxes, budget, business, defense.
But those are materialistic problems. In
the materialistic area we have fared
hetter than we reslize, This nation has
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led the world in materialistic advance-
ment. {n fields of science and technolo-
gy. business and industry, knowtedge
prodyction {our educational system has
become almost wholly materialistic),
our progress has been awesonte. We
have sent men 10 the moon and safely
returned them. We've sent unmanned
spacecraft to send back mind-boggling
close-up photographs of Jupiter, Saturn
and the Martian surface. We've pro-
duced computers and the mos¢ marvel-
ous instruments.

But we can't seem to solve troubles
hetween hushands and wives, parents
and children, groups and factions,
nation and nation. Our nation is in
trouble. The whole world i8 in trouble!
And those troubles and eviis, however
we may characterize them, are spiritual
in nature. In every case, it seems, the
individual, the group, the faction, the
nation, is seeking only self-interest. /t's
all in the way we live!

I've said repeatedly in these page
messages there is an unseen spiritual
LAw in relentless motion—~the law |
simplify by the term "cive.” It's as
inexorable as the law of gravity, Breek
it, and it breaks vou’ This nation has
been breaking that law, and our beloved
country is being broken by it! That law
is A wAY OF LIFE —that of cooperating,
helping, serving, sharing—of omflowing
Love' But our people. and the whole
world, are living the diametric opposite
way transgressing that invisible spiri-

tual law —the way | term "GET.” We've
been actuated by self-centeredness,
vanity, covetousness, envy, competition.
hostility, violence, war.

The other day | had a personal
meeting with Prime Minister Zenko
Suzuki of Japan, in Tokyo. He recently
called on the Japanese people to
continue working hard, and te remain
united to protect the peace and the
democracy of Japan. Lovalty to country
and faithfu) hard work on the job are
spiritual values that are paying off in
Japan.

It is vital that our beloved country
remain loval aND UNITED! Not divided in
the home, in the factory, in the ofhice. It
took a war for Franklin D. Roosevelt 1o
unite us in one common accord. We
need desperately now to be united in
PEaCE—in what we can do for our
country, not what it can do for us!

You. Mr. President, cannot of your-
self solve this nation’s problems and rid
it of its evils. That can be done only if
WE, THE PEOPLE. STAND BEHIND YOU not
only, DUt CHANGE OUR WaY OF LIFE FROM
“GET o UGive.”

During the campaign you mentioned
that we are a naticn founded under Ged.
God s Love manifested! He set in
relentless motjon the spiritual LAW that
will CAUSE peace, happiness, abundant
well-being for all—if we, the people, will
turn 20 1! THAT'S HOW THIS COUNTRY
NEEDS TO BE TURNED AROUND. Lead us in
that way, Mr. Reagan. and God help us
to follow you in it. I. with countless
others, shall be praying for you in that.

HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG
Pastor General
Worldwide Church of God
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