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WORLD'S BIGGEST SUCCESS STORY! Western Europe now leads the world in
production, with the United States second and Russia third. Everywhere are
signs of Europe’s smashing victories in the present TRADE WAR. Here you see
an oil refinery near Marseilles, France, being inaugurated. This phenomenal
economic growth of Euromart is fast becoming a political key to the formation
of a European Union. Read the facts in this issue.




The Autobiography of
Herbert W. Armstrong

Persecution and opposition increase, as the ''Three-Point
Campaign" gets under way. This is Installment 31.

(44 OU’LL never get far, Mr. Arm-

strong,” said a resident of the

Jeans neighborhood whom 1
met on the roadside one day. It was dur-
ing the time I was holding three meet-
ings a week at the Jeans school house,
12 miles west of Eugene, Oregon. This
followed the six weeks' meetings at
Firbutte school and formation of the
new Church of God which met at the
Jeans school.

“Why do you say that?” I asked.

“Because you are preaching exactly
what the Bible says. The Bible corrects
and reproves people. People don’t want
to be told they are wrong. People don't
like correction. What you preach is too
strong for them. People will never sup-
port it.”

I smiled.

“If I looked to people for support, 1
would have to preach what people want
to hear,” I replied. “I have learned that
by experience. But I was not called to
this ministry by people. 1 was not taught
the Gospel I preach by people. People
did not put me in the ministry—Jesus
Christ did. I am not employed by people,
or any organization of men. I have been
called, and sent with His Gospel, by
Jesus Christ. He is my employer. I rely
on HiM for support. He has written that
He will supply all my NEED. I believe
He is able, and will do it!”

The man stared at me incredulously.
He was speechless.

But now, nearly 37 years later, I can
report that Jesus Christ 474 support His
work through His servant. He did supply
its needs—almost infinitesimal at first,
increasing gradually, yet always increas-
ing. True, God works through human
instruments. He has moved on the hearts
of those He could make willing to be-
come Co-Workers with Him and with
me in this work, now grown great and
world-encompassing.

Eugene Campaign Starts

After the arrival of my wife and chil-
dren in Eugene, a few busy days were
spent cleaning up the OIld Masonic
Temple on Seventh Avenue. Mr. and
Mss. Fisher, and perhaps one or two
others in the Church, joined in this
clean-up operation.

The “Three-Point Campaign” was
ready to leap ahead on all three points.
The broadcast had started the first Sun-
day in January, 1934. The Plain Truth,
mimeographed, made its first appearance
February 1st. And now, the first of April,
the meetings were started in downtown
Eugene, in the old Masonic Temple.

As mentioned before, meetings still
were being held three times a week out
at Jeans school house — Tuesday and
Thursday nights and Sabbath mornings.
Consequently the meetings in downtown
Eugene were held on Sunday, Wednes-
day and Friday nights. This was our first
experiment in holding public evangelis-
tic meetings three times a week. These
meetings were carried on for five and a
half months, We learned by this ex-
perience that meetings held only three
times a week are not as fruitful as meet-
ings held consecutively six times a week.

Later, we were to learn that the same
is true in broadcasting. A once-a-week
broadcast, or even three times a week,
does not produce results comparable to
dajly broadcasting six ot seven times a
week.

For this Eugene campaign I mimeo-
graphed handbills and announced it on
the radio program. An attendance of
approximately 100 was maintained up
uatil the final two weeks. But this was
much lower than later campaigns with
consecutive six-nights-a-week services.

Here, as in the Salem meetings with
Elder Oberg, the whooping, shouting,
aggressive “pentecostal” people were

much in evidence at the beginning. But
by this time I had learned that they
were primarily concerned with working
up an emotional demonstration. They
were not interested in learning God's
TRUTH, obeying God’s commands, and
yielding their lives to be changed and
transformed according to God's Word
by a living Christ who does His saving
work within us. A few vigorous sermons
on obedience to God, and on overcom-
ing, and living by every Word of God
soon discouraged them. Most of them
stopped coming.

“Pentecostal” Incidents

A large “pentecostal” church carried
a full hour and a half broadcast on
KORE of their Sunday night service.
During one of these broadcasted setvices
their pastor said that if any of their
members desired to visit any other
church it would be quite all right, with
the exception of the services I was hold-
ing. But he warned them against attend-
ing our meetings.

Shortly after we had moved into the
house on West Fourth Avenue, three of
the “pentecostal” people who had at-
tended the tent meetings held in 1931
by Elder Taylor and me came to our
home. They were a middle-aged husband
and wife and the sister of onc of them.
One of the women claimed to have a
disease or sickness of some kind. They
asked me to anoint this woman and
pray for her healing.

I invited them into the house.

“Why,” 1 asked, “when you people
claim to have the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and say that 1 have not—when
you claim to be on a much higher
spiritual plane than I—when your pastor
and your church denounce me, and say
I am not God's ministet——when you
claim that your ‘pentecostal’ preacher
has God’s spirit and power and that I
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do not WHY do you come to me for
anointing and healing instead of your
own pastor?”

“Hmm!"” they snorted, “who'd we go
to over there?”

“Well,” I pursued a little further, “in
I John 3:22 God says that whatever we
ask we receive of Him because we keep
His commandments and do those things
that are pleasing in His sight. This
obedience to God’s commandments is a
distinct condition to being healed. You
people do not obey God’s command-
meants, although you attended our tent
meetings in 1931 almost every night for
six weeks, and you heard the truth about
this made very plain. Now either you are
deliberately rebelling, and refusing to
obey God, or else you have been so
blinded in your carnality that somehow
the truth never really got through to
you although we made it very plain—
and you just never did really see it
Which is ic?”

“I guess we just didn’t see it, brother,”
came the answer.

“All right,” I said. “I can’t read your
mind and heart as God can. I have to
take you at your word. Since you claim
you have not come to consciously under-
stand the truth, and have not knowingly
rebelled and disobeyed, I will anoint
you.”

The minute I began to pray all three,
true to “pentecostal” heathen and un-
scriptural custom, began to try to drown
out my voice by their loud expressions
of “O praise you, Jesus! HALLELU JAH!
Glory to God!” etc. etc., in a babylon of
noisy confusion. Then immediately the
woman I was anointing went into a
wild, loud, uncontrolled laugh. This
seemed to be a new fad at the time
among “pentecostals” in Oregon. They
called it “the holy laugh.”

Instantly I put my hands on her head,
and in a loud voice called on God, by
authority of Jesus Christ, to SILENCE
this work of Satan, and cast the demon
spirits out of my home!

Instantly, as if struck by a flash of
lightning, the woman's hysterical un-
natural laughter was silenced, as were
the shoutings of the other two. All was
quiet.

They rose to their feet.

“Well, anyway,” sneered the supposed-
ly “ill” woman. "I've been healed, so
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there!/” And quickly they left the house.

On another occasion a member of
this “pentecostal” church came running
up to me on a Eugene street one Sunday
morning.

“We've had a dozen men out looking
everywhere for you,” he gasped breath-
lessly. “Please come quick! Our pastor’s
wife fell over backward ‘under the
power’ during prayer, and she’s uncon-
scious, and we can't revive her. Our
pastor sent us out scouring the town to
find you. Please come and pray for her,
that she will revive. We're afraid she is
dying!”

I hurried over to this “pentecostal”
church. There they were, probably four
or five hundred of them, wringing their
hands in despair, all crying out in con-
fusion for God to revive the stricken
womaf.

I called outr in a voice of authority
for them all to be quiet. Then in very
brief and few words I asked God to have
mercy on their foolish heathenism, and
revive this woman. I leaned down, laid
my hands on her, and she revived. I
took her by the hand and lifted her up,
and then strode out of their church
while an awed silence reigned.

I have never been quite able to figure
out why so many, through the years,
who have denounced me and claimed to
be spiritually superior themselves, have
come to me for prayer when they needed
someone close enough to God that a
prayer would be answered.

This happened repeatedly in associa-
tion with the ministers of the “Sardis”
church. Even when their dominating
leader, A. N. Dugger, was present along
with three or four other ministers, and
we were asked to anoint some sick
person for healing, Mr. Dugger or the
others would invariably call on me to do
the anointing and lead in prayer. Yert
they did all in their power, by fair
means and foul (usually the latter) to
persecute and discredit me, and to stamp
out the broadcasting work.

Visiting Jail
During the meetings in the old Ma-
sonic Temple, someone told me of a man
in the county jail whom he requested
that I visit. The prisoner was the “black
sheep” brother of a very respectable man.
This prisoner seemed to welcome my
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visit. He was scheduled to be released
from jail in a couple of days, and
promised to attend the services. Two
nights later he came to the meeting,
with a girl be introduced as his wife.

As I believe has been mentioned
previously, in those days I followed the
evangelistic custom of giving “altar
calls.” It was one of those things I
thoughtlessly took for granted without
checking for proof of any Biblical or
divine origin. All of us have carelessly
assumed, taken for granted, accepted and
followed more customs, ideas and ways
than we realize. As the years have raced
by I have learned to be much more care-
ful to check and prove all beliefs and
practises. Later, when I researched again
over the ministry of Jesus, of Peter,
Paul, and the other apostles and evange-
lists of the New Testament, it became
plain that they never practised or insti-
tuted any such custom. So we dropped
it immediately.

But at this time I was still giving
the usual evangelical altar calls. And
this young man and woman both came
up. They appeared quite repentant. I
spent some time with them afterwatd.
They exhibited a spirit of willingness
to obey God completely, and to embark
on a new life of overcoming through
faith in Christ as Saviour, living by
every word of the Bible. Next day I
baptized them.

But I learned a serious lesson through
this experience. Later we discovered that
these two were not married. Actually
they had gone through a ceremony of
marriage, but it was bigamy. The girl
had previously married another man in
another state, from whom she had not
been divorced. She had a little two- ot
three-year-old daughter whose father
was a third man to whom she had never
been married. From that time we have
been very careful to check the marriage,
divorce, and remarriage status of all
candidates for baptism. God intended
that we leatn by experience, beside
direct instruction.

I told this girl she would have to leave
this man.

“Well,” she replied, “I will, then, as
soon as I can get a job.”

“"No,” I said firmly, “you must leave
him now!”

“But I can’t leave him now,” she pro-
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tested. “I have no other place to go.”
“You come along with us, then,” 1

insisted. “Mrs. Armstrong will put you

in our spare bedroom for tonight, and
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tomorrow we will help you make
permanent arrangements.”

She was a weakling, and so was this
man. So she gave in to our firm insis-
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tence. Next morning Mrs. Armstrong
went into her room to call her to break-
fast. The bed was empty. The window
was open. The girl had climbed out the
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window and gone back to her “man.”

However they were soon forcibly
separated again. They had bought furni-
ture and furnishings for a cheap rented
house on contract at a local furniture
store. This young man had then sold
much of it for cash, and failed to pay
his installments at the store.

Helping a Weakling

This fellow was in jail again. He
called to me for help. On visiting him
again in jail I learned what had hap-
pened. He promised to be good this
time, if only I'd get him out. The furni-
ture merchant said he understood the
fellow had a brother of some means.

“If you will go to his brother and
get him to pay up the furniture bill, we
will withdraw the charges,” said the
furniture merchant. “We don’t want to
be hatd on the boy. We are business
men. We only want our money.”

I had no automobile in those days, but
I travelled some distance to see the
fellow’s brother.

“Mr. Armstrong,” he said after I
explained the situation, “you may think
I am a hard hcarted brother, but I'm
not. I'm going to do what I know is
best for my brother’s own good. If I
pay this and get him out of jail it
wouldn’t be thirty days until he would
be back in jail again. My brother hasn’t
had enough punishment to learn his
lesson yet. I think he needs this thirty
days in jail to think it over.”

He did think it over, and managed to
keep out of jail for a year or so, after
which I lost contact with him. But he
and the girl were too weak to remain
apart. They quarreled and fought when
together, but they could not resist being
together.

Rejecting all advice and counsel from
me, the girl obtained a divorce from
her first husband, and then had a justice-
of-the-peace second wedding with this
ne'er-do-well fellow, which at least
legalized their adulterous living in the
sight of man’s law.

Whatever finally became of them I do
not know. Mrs. Armstrong and I spent
a lot of time trying to help them get
straightened out, but they were the type
Jesus spoke of in Luke 8:13 in the par-
able of the sower. They listened to and
received the Word of God willingly,
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but had no “root” or backbone of charac-
ter, and as soon as temptation came
along were too weak to resist.

The quortation “God helps them that
help themselves” is not found in the
Bible, as many believe, but is a saying
of Benjamin Franklin. Yet it does ex-
press a Scriptural principle. Long ago 1
learned that I cannot carry others into
the Kingdom of God on my shoulders,
or drag them in. I can only point the
way, proclaim the truth, give counsel
and advice, aid in many material ways,
and pray for others. I can give aid and
help—but each must stand on his own
feet before God, and by strong motiva-
tion yield to allow God to transform
him and mould him into God's own
holy character. God does it by the power
of His Holy Spirit. But we also have
our part in denying ourselves, in over-
coming, and in DOING! It is the DOERS,
not those who hear only, who shall be
justified through Christ’s blood and enter
finally into His Kingdom (Rom. 2:13).

Nevertheless, this experience I have
just related did cause a deal of reflection
and study of the Bible to inquire how
Gud is going w deal with human weak-
lings such as these. We find the answer
in the parable of the pounds, and the
parable of the talents.

In the parable of the pounds all ten
of Christ’s servants appear to have had
equal ability, and each was given an
equal portion from God at the start. The
one who by overcoming and growth in
grace and knowledge of our Lord multi-
plied what he started with ten times was
given the reward of ruling over ten
cities. He who multiplied five times,
over five cities.

But in the parable of the talents
(Matthew 25:14-30) God gave to each,
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at the starc of his Christian life, sccord-
ing to his natural ability. To one He
gave five talents, to another two, and
to another only one—according to the
natural ability of each. The man with
five talents doubled his spiritual stock-
in-trade. Likewise, although the man
with two produced less in number than
the one with five, he also doubled what
he started with. He did as well, in pro-
portion to his ability!

Consequently we find it revealed that
to whom much is given, much is re-
quired. To whom little is given, less is
required. In other words, God judges
each individual according to how well
he overcomes, yields, develops and grows,
according ro what he has to do with!

This unfortunate couple of weaklings
were not born with as much intelligence
and strength of character (potentially)
as many others. Consequently God does
not require as much of them. But He
does tequite of them as much effort in
proportion to ability! We do have our
part in the developing of the Christian
life and character.

So-Called “Bible Organization”

During these late winter and spring
months of 1934 the opposition of Elders
Ray and Oberg did not cease. I had
rejected receiving further the $3 weekly
“salary” from the Oregon State Con-
ference after the memorable “All-Day
Wrangle” meeting in early August, 1933,
But this alone did not appease their
wrath against me.

At the bi-annual General Conference
meeting of the “Sardis” church at Stan-
berry, Missouri, which probably was held
in August, 1933, Elder Andrew N.
Dugger had lost his previous iron con-
trol of the church by one vote. There-
upon Mr. Dugger promptly bolted the
Conference and organized a competing
“Church of God” under what he termed
“the Bible form of organization.”

He managed to induce half or more of
the ministers in the church to join him
in this new “Organization,” on the argu-
ment that they were now re-establishing
the Bible form of organization. Among
those joining with him were Elder
C. O. Dodd of Salem, W. Virginia, an
Elder McMicken, Elder Alexander of
Kansas, Elder Severson,and Otto Haeber

(Please continue on page 16)
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now called can recognize deception.

Satan, using the churches that arose
after the apostles’ time, was able to
deceive the world, but the original
church at Jerusalem has given us The
Bible despite all Satan’s attempts to
have it stamped out.

What God Requires of You

Are yoz fulfilling God’s requirements
for salvation? The very fact that you
are reading this shows that God is
revealing Himself to yoxz. What should
you now do?

Consider these facts! The household
of God is “built upon the fowndation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner stone”
(Ephesians 2:19-20). Note that what
Christ and the apostles said or did was
the fowndation for the household or
Kingdom of God. If one desires to enter
the Kingdom of God, composed of spirit
beings, he must build his actions on this
foundation. God has commanded it!
Paul, inspired by God, commanded this
to the Ephesians—converted Gentiles—
after the death of Christ. It is for every-
one and is for us now.

Make this comparative “spot check.”
Beginning with the Book of Acts, there
is much concerning how the disciples of
Christ founded and conducted the New
Testament church. Obtain a Bible con-
cordance and try to look up thé word
“Christmas” or “Sunday” or "Halloween.”
(You need not look up these words for
they do not appear once in your Bible! )
By contrast, look up the word “Sabbath.”
Then look up the word “Pentecost.”
Was it being kept? As Christ formed the
chief part of this “foundation,” the
things that He observed are to be kept
also. So include the four gospels, Mat-
thew, Matk, Luke, John, in this word
research. The practices observed by
Christ and the apostles were the final
instructions to this world. It is time you
quit being deceived by false teachers!
It is time to wake up to the shocking
fact that the churches of today have
departed from the doctrines of the
“ancient, original, apostolic Christian
Chutch”!

And it is time to do something about
it! Quit these foolish, heathen customs
masquerading under Christ’s name and
begin to OBEY your Bible!
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of Hawthorne, California whom I knew
as a good friend. Mr. Haeber had nor,
I believe, up to this time been ordained
as an elder but was an influential mem-
ber.

Mr. Dugger had been accused of
dictatorship, bossism, and even crooked-
ness. I had not as yet met him, and did
not judge. Nevertheless his new form
of organization tended to divert criti-
cism. He claimed the original Twelve
Apostles were intended to form the top
governing permanent Board of the
Church as Christ arganized it. He called
this Board “The Twelve.” Mr. Alexander,
Mr. Haeber, and Mr. McMicken, I
believe, were put on the “Board of the
Twelve,” (although there never were
twelve). But Mr. Dugger kept his own
name off of that supposedly governing
Board, thus avoiding the accusation that
he was “running things” as the head.

Next, taking the “seventy” which
Jesus appointed for a one-time special
mission (Luke 10), Mr. Dugger, with
Mr. Dodd and Mr. McMicken, set up
“The Board of the Seventy” leading
ministers. On this Board they appointed
as many names as they could, even in-
cluding—as later appeared—several not
even members of the church. There
never were seventy, however. On this
Board they had placed my name, and
also those of Elders Oberg and Ray of
Oregon. Elder Severson was, I believe,
also on that "Board.”

Finally, noting that the early apostles
had appointed seven deacons to take care
of the “business” of waiting on tables
and serving proselyte widows (Acts 6:
1-4) Mr. Dugger devised a Board of
Seven to handle the BUSINESS of the
Church, making himself Chairman of
that Board. The difference was that the
early Apostles’ seven deacons merely
relieved the Apostles from the physical
“business” of waiting on tables, serving
food, and otherwise serving physical
needs of widows; while Mr. Dugget’s
“Board of Seven” handled all Church

income and finances! Therefore it ac-
tually carried all the real power to
govern. Mr. Dugger had control over the
salaries of “the Twelve.”

Persecution Continues

This "Bible form of Organization”
appealed very much to most of our
brethren in the Willamette Valley of
Oregon. There were still two factions in
the valley—one of them still loyal to
“Stanberry” as it was called, the other—
which had incorporated as the Oregon
Conference—being enamored of the
new “Organization.” Immediately this
group went eagerly in with the Dugger
movement, which had set up head-
quarters at Salem, W. Virginia.

Mr. Dugger claimed “World Head-
quarters” as Jerusalem, Palestine, with
United States Headquarters at Salem,
West Virginia. Thus this became known
as the “Salem church.” The brethren I
had worked with in the Oregon Con-
ference went fully into the “Salem”
church, including Elders Ray and Oberg
—the Runcorns, Milas Helms, ]J. J.
McGill, Yancey McGill and the entire
McGill family.

In those days one Biblical subject I
was completely befogged on was the
matter of church organization and
government. I énew the “Stanberry”
pattern of a General Conference was not
Scriptural. I knew that voting by human
preference  was unscriprural. I saw
plainly that Christ chose His Apostles—
that they and the evangelists, in turn,
chose and ordained elders in local
churches. Consequently in the church
now meeting at Jeans school house,
since I was the evangelist God used in
raising up this church, I chose and
appointed Mr. Elmer E. Fisher as deacon,
remaining as Pastor myself.

But just what truly was the Biblical
form of organization I did »os at that
time see clearly. I was really confused
on the question. I had grave misgivings
about Mr. Dugger’s professed “Bible
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form” of organization. I talked it over
with Mr. and Mrs. Fisher, Mr. Claude
Ellis, and othets of our Church at Jeans.
Mr. Fisher was not “sold” on it, either.
He advised going slow.

Meanwhile Messrs. Ray and Oberg
were exerting every effort to keep me
out of the new “Organization.” One of
the basic doctrinal points of the "Salem”
organization was abstaining from “pork”
and observing rigidly the law of the
“clean and unclean” of Leviticus 11. Mr.
Ray now tried to kill me with the new
“Organization” with his anti-pork argu-
ment.

Consequently Mr. Fisher, Mr. Ellis,
the other members at Jeans and I de-
cided we would simply leave the answer
in God’s hands. We would pray and ask
God to show us in this manner: If the
“Salem” re-organization did accept me
as “one of the 70" in spite of the opposi-
tion of Messrs. Ray and Oberg, we
would go in. Otherwise we would remain
independent. The “Oregon Conference”
was now virtually abandoned, since its
members had gone in with the “Salem
Movement.”

The Test

For some months the status quo re-
mained. Neither acceptance nor rejection
came from “Salem.” Then one day Otto
Haeber came to the office I had set up in
an ante-room in the old Masonic Tem-
ple, accompanijed by Elder Alexander
from Kansas.

I had never met Mr. Alexander before.
But since I had heard a great deal about
him, and read much about him in the
Church paper, the Bible Advocate, 1 was
happy to meet him. I was steering the
conversation along the general lines of
getting acquainted, asking about the
work in Kansas and general conversa-
tion.

Suddenly Mr. Haeber interrupted,
rather sternly.

“Mr. Armstrong,” he said abruptly,
“apparently you do not quite grasp the
importance of this meeting. Mr. Alex-
ander is ome of 'The Twelve!” Mr.
Alexander is a very important man!
His time shouldn’t be wasted by mere
friendly conversation. Mr. Alexander is
the man who has the power to bring
about your acceptance on the Board of
the Seventy, if you can satisfy him about
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your stand on the clean and the un-
clean’ meat question.”

I had met many “important” men in
the business wotld, and I had not sensed
anything in Mr. Alexander’s appearance
or personality that was overawing.

“Well!” I exclaimed. “I had not real-
ized! 1 beg your pardon for wasting
your valuable time. I will tell you my
stand on this question in one or two
minutes.

“Point number one: I read in Scrip-
ture that sin is the transgression of the
Law. In Romans 7 Paul says the law it
is sin to transgress is spiritwal—a spirit-
ual, not a physical law. Point two: Jesus
Christ, speaking of spiritual defilement
in Mark 7, says that physical food entet-
ing a man’s stomach from without can-
not defile him spéritually, but that which
comes from within, out of the heart—
adulteries, murders, thefts, covetousness
—transgressions of the Ten Command-
ments—defile the man spirstually. Point
three: The ‘clean and unclean’ laws of
Leviticus 11 are physical, not spiritual
laws.

“Point four: Christ preached the Gos-
pel of the Kingdom of God. He com-
manded the Apostles, and us today, to
preach the KINGDOM of God. That is
the GOSPEL I am commanded to preach.
Point five: Paul says plainly in Romans
14 that the Kingdom of God is noz
meat and drink, but righteousness, which
is obedience to God’s Law.

“Point six: Therefore I do not preach
to the unconverted meat and drink be-
cause it is not the Gospel. Bu#, on the
other hand, the physical body zs the ‘tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit,” and we are taught
not to defile it, even physically.

“Finally, point seven: I realize fully
that there were both the clean and un-
clean animals long before Mosaic Law—
even prior to the flood—and therefore
from creation. God did not create the
unclean animals for food. Just as many
plants and weeds are poison and not
food, so unclean animals were not made
to digest properly or nourish the human
body. They are not “creatures of God”
intended for food. They are not sancti-
fied—or set apart—by the Word of God.
Peter’s vision of the unclean animals in
the sheet was given, it is distinctly stated
in Acts 10, to show him that he should
not call any man unclean—not to make
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unclean animals clean, Therefore I do
teach every convert and every church
member that they must not eat the un-
clean meats. We do not eat them in out
home. Not one of our church members
—not one of my converts—is eating
unclean meats. But I teach it as a physi-
cal matter of health, not as a spiritual
matter of the true Gospel.

“That, in few words, Elder Alexan-
der, is what God’s Word says and teaches
and what I believe. Now I'm very
sorry I wasted your valuable time, and
since it is so valuable I shall not take up
more of it. Good day, Gentlemen.”

And T opened the door.

Actually, I snapped out this explana-
tion of my stand probably at a faster
pace than most readers have been able
to read it. It lefc Mr. Alexander a little
bewildered. But he could not deny, re-
fute, nor question a word of my explana-
tion.

“Well, Mr. Armstrong,” he managed
to say as they were leaving, “it seems to
me you believe the same way the church
does, only you may have a little different
way of stating it.”

A short vime later, I received official
acceptance of my appointment as one of
the ministers of “The Seventy” from
Salem, West Virginia.

Co-Operating-—Not Joining

Thus we of the Chutch of God meet-
ing at the Jeans school house, still
dubious about this new “organization,”
decided to go along with it in co-opera-
tion, but we did not “join” in the sense
of becoming an integral part of it.

I then began to send in regular minis-
ter's reports. We co-operated fully as
brethren in Christ. But I did not accept
salary or expense money from them.
None in our local church put himself
under their authority. We kept outselves
free to obey God as set forth in the
Scriptures, should any differences come
up. And they did later come up!

After the experience of being ordered
to baptize contrary to the Scriptures and
the renouncing of the $3 weekly
“salary” we were firm never again to be
placed in a position where we might
have to obey men rather than God.

Actually, although we did not know it
then, Christ Himself had started the
“Philadelphia” era or phase of His



Page 18
Hl] YOUR PLAIN TRUTH SUB-
SCRIPTION HAS BEEN PAID
So many ask: "HOW does it happen that I find

my subscription price for The PLAIN TRUTH has
alteady been paid? HOW can you publish such_a
high class magazine without advertising revenue?”

The answer 1s as simple as it is astonishing! It is
a paradox. Christ's Gospel cannot be sold like
merchandise. You cannot buy salvation. Yet it does
cost money to publish Christ’s TRUTH and mail it
o all continents on earth. It does have to be paid
for! This is Christ's work. We solve this problem
Christ's WAY!

Jesus said, “'This Gospel of the Kingdom  shall
be preached (and published—Mark 13:10) in all
the world for a witness unto all nadons” (Mat.
24:14) at this time, just before the end of this age
A PRICE must be pasd for the magazine, the broad-
cast, the Correspondence Course, or other literature,
But HOW? Christ forbids us to sell it to those who
receive it: ''Freely ye have received,” said Jesus to
His dxscnples who He was sending proclanm His
Gospel ‘freely GIVE!" “It is more blessed,” He
said, “'to GIVE than to receive.

Gods WAY is the way of LOVE—and that is
the way of giving. God expects every child of His
to give free-will offerings and to tithe, as His means
of paying the costs of carrying His Gospel to others.
We, therefore, simply trust our Lord Jesus Christ to
lay it on the minds and hearts of His followers to
nge generously, thus paymg the cost of putting the

recious Gospel TRUTH in the hands of others.

et it must go omly to those who ask for it for
themselves! Each must, for himself, subscribe—and
his subscription has thus already been paid.

Thus the living dynamic Christ Himself enables
us to broadcast, wotld-wide, without ever asking for
contributions over the air; to enroll many thousands
in the Ambassador College Bible Correspondence
Course with full tuition cost glready paid; to send
your PLAIN TRUTH on an aslready paid basis.
God's way is GOOD!
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Church with the organization of that
little Church of God now meeting at
Jeans school, following the meetings in
the Firbutte school, and following the
rejection of the salary and authority of
men resulting from the “All-Day-
Wrangle.”

Result of Eugene Meetings

The meetings continued for two
months in the second-floor hall of the
Old Masonic Temple, just off the main
street, Willamette, on West Seventh
Avenue. But Mr. Chambers, owner of
the building, had made arrangements
for remodeling and permanent occu-
pancy of the hall beginning June 1st.
I managed to rent a hall on the second
floor, on the east side of Willamette
Street between Seventh and Eighth, be-
ginning June 1st. Meetings continued
there for three and a half months, closing
the middle of September.

The down-town meetings had con-
tinued in Eugene five and a half months.
Results actually were less than in other
five or six weeks’ campaigns where
services were held six nights a week.
Definitely we learned that holding meet-
ings three times a week on non-consecu-
tive nights does not build up or sustain
an interest comparable to every-night
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services. This was an important lesson.

Nevertheless, there was a harvest.
There always was a harvest. That was a
main reason for the opposition from the
other ministers in the two branches of
the “Sardis” phase of the Church. No
one in the Church of whom I could
inquire knew of any “fruit” whatsoever
having been borne at any time by any of
the other ministers then in the Church.
Their jealousy, antagonism, competitive
spirit, opposition against the only work
God was blessing, eloquently testified to
the reason—carnality—lack of real con-
version and yieldedness to God. God
can use only those who have surrendered
to become instruments in His Hands.

I do not remember now how many
had appeared to have repented, and
believed, and how many had been bap-
tized during and at the end of these
meetings. It seems it was around ten to
fifteen. But several of these were of the
type Jesus referred to in His parable of
the sower: the largest number compared
to the wayside. Jesus Christ sowed the
“seed”—the Word of God—by my voice.
These were the ones who came and
heard, bur did nor understand nor be-
lieve; and Satan took the truths they
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heard out of their hearts, Jest they should
belijeve and be saved (Luke 8§:12).
Those stopped attending before the
close of the meetings. Some compared
to the stony ground, including the young
man and woman already mentioned.
They received Christ’s Gospel with glad-
ness and joy—but had no depth of
character, and endured only for a while.
Others compared to the ground covered
with thorns—the cares of this world and
desire for worldly amusements caused
them to drop out.

Nevertheless, even though few if any
of those brought in during those meet-
ings proved to be the “good ground”
which endured, there were some ten or
fifteen additional ones making the start
of a Christian life. A new Sabbath
School was organized for these, meeting
at our home on West Fourth Avenue
on Sabbath afternoons. The Sabbath
morning services continued out at Jeans
School house. Often several from there
came in to Eugene for the afternoon
class at our home.

The next installment will cover the
campaign at Alvadore, the purchase of
the church building in Eugene, and
rapid growth of the broadcast work.

THE BIBLE ANSWERS

Stont ZLuestions

FROM OUR READERS

is the Book of Mormon the prophesied
“‘stick of Joseph' mentioned in Ezekiel
37? And does the ''stick of Judah”
really represent the Bible as some
claim?

Here is a vital, yet little understood,
prophecy.

Is the “stick of Joseph” the Book of
Mormon? Some believe this to be the
interpretation of Ezekiel 37, but és 4
true? What is this chapter speaking
about?

The truth is, this chapter is speaking
nesther about the Book of Mormon nor
the Bible. It is a prophecy concerning
NATIONS—no# books! It is a prophecy
for the near future—of the house of
Israel being once again united to the

House of Judah afier Christ returns.

Notice the plain statements of
scripture!

Begin with the 15th verse. The illus-
tration of the fwo sticks shows two
houses, or nations, Israel and Judah,
being once more UNITED, under Christ,
in the land of Palestine. Notice the
proof in verse 22, “And I will make
them ONE NATION in the land upon the
mountains of Israel; and ONE KING
shall be king to them «ll: and they shall
be no more TWO NATIONS, neither shall
they be divided into TWO KINGDOMS
any more at all . . .”

Contrary to the fantastic notions

taught by one religious group, the 16th
(Please continue on page 32)



