B




W

Personal from

After Vietnam — The NEW Bastion

HAVE JUST flown into Tokyo from Bang-

kok. After departing from Bangkok, we

flew over Saigon and South Vietnam.
The truce teams are still trying to stop the
sputtering of gunfire here and there — in the
so-called cease-fire that was supposed to end
the Vietnam war.

The new center of this Indo-China war has
been Saigon. It may soon shift to Bangkok.
After my visit there, I'm convinced that Thai-
land may now become the new bastion of the
free world in stopping the Communists’ re-
lentless drive south.

I flew down into that embattled area of
Southeast Asia, just
as negotiators were
completing the
cease-fire  agree-
ment work. I wanted
to investigate first-
hand the probable
course events will
take, from now.
You haven’t been
hearing much
about Thailand —
the war news has
been coming out of
Saigon. Thailand is
immediately to the
west of the war
zone, and I predict
youwll be hearing a
good deal more
about Thailand, its
capital, Bangkok,
and its Prime Minister, Thanom Kittikachorn.

As the cease-fire agreement was being

(Continued on page 46)
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Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn,
Prime Minister of Thailand.

Royal Thai Embassy
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Abortions Now Legal \

...BUT IS ABORTION

The U. S. Supreme Court has ruled that abortions

are legal. Many now ask, “'Is abortion murder?

When does human life start¢’’ The experts do not

agree. Heart transplants brought doubts about

exactly when death occurs. Can we know when
human life starts?

—3

by Herbert W. Armstrong

was overshadowed in the news

by the ending of the Vietnam
war (so far as direct U. S. participa-
tion is concerned) and by the death
of a former President. Yet the U. S.
Supreme Court ruling handed down
January 22 may have even a more
important and lasting effect on the
future of America and the world.

IT DIDN’T get the BIG headlines. It

It was probably the most sweep-
ing and sensational decision of the
Nixon Court. It abolished the crimi-
nal abortion laws of almost every
state, ruling that the decision re-
garding abortion, prior to the last
ten weeks of pregnancy, must be
made solely by the woman and her
doctor.

Two Opposing Views

The ruling “sets in motion devel-
opments which are terrifying to con-
template,” said Cardinal Krol,
president of the National Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

But, applauded Dr. Alan F. Gutt-
macher, president of the Planned
Parenthood Federation of America,
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it was “a wise and courageous stroke
for the protection of a woman’s
physical and emotional health.”

But is abortion murder? The Su-
preme Court carefully avoided an-
swering the question of when a
human life begins. It said, “We need
not resolve the difficult question of
when an unborn child actually be-
comes a human person, with a legal
right to live.”

The Court’s majority (it was a 7 to
2 decision) justified this dodging of
the question of legalizing LIFE or
DEATH, and “passed the buck” by
saying, “When those trained in the
respective disciplines of medicine,
philosophy and theology are unable
to arrive at any consensus, the judi-
ciary, at this point in the devel-
opment of man’s knowledge, is not

A FORTY-TWO-DAY-OLD EMBRYO, one
half inch long, bathed by the fluid in
the amniotic sac. Attached is the yolk
sac, with the surrounding chorionic
placenta. Embryo already looks human,
its eyes, ears and nasal organs have
started to form, the jaws are well
formed and the rudiments of fingers

and toes have become evident.
UPI
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in a position to speculate as to the
answer.”

And dissenting Justice Byron R.
White said, “The Court apparently
values the convenience of the preg-
nant mother more than the contin-
ued existence and development of
the life or potential life which she
carries.”

For the past five years, pressures
have been accelerating in the West-
ern world to make abortions legal.
These pressures have been primarily
one-sided and well organized. The
protests of the Roman Catholic
Church have been far less vocif-
erous. There have been other indig-
nant, emotionally aroused protests,
but none sufficiently strong to
match the organized demand for le-
gal abortion.

All this is another drop down-
ward on the moral toboggan slide.

The “new morality” is neither
new nor moral. It merely appears
new since it follows the era of Victo-
rian prudery and medieval Roman
Catholic domination of moral stan-
dards. The opposite extreme has
taken over. Permissiveness has be-
fouled the air. Promiscuous sex has
accelerated. Fornication and adul-
tery have gained public toleration, if
not complete acceptance.

For 25 years, outright profanity
has been accepted on the stage. Fi-
nally, in some areas, actual and sim-
ulated nude sex performances have
been tolerated. Some movies have
descended all the way into the X-
rated cesspool.

And now the question of whether
legal abortion amounts to legal per-
mission to commit murder does not
appear to raise many eyebrows or
ignite indignant flames of heated
protest. :

These current trends accompany
the alarming increase in crime, in
broken homes and divorce, increas-
ing violence, racial strife, riots, ar-
son and sniper killings.

These are the conditions. These
are the trends.

But what are the answers to all

these problems of modern society?

The editors of The PLAIN TRUTH
often say that newspapers, news-
casts and news magazines report the
news, picture the conditions, and
pose the questions, but The PLAIN
TRUTH gives the answers, reveals
the SOLUTIONS.

Also, we have said that when so-
ciety looks to science and tech-
nology for solutions to society’s
problems and evils, we find that
these questions are outside their
field. We look to modern education,
but find it generally unconcerned
about moral and spiritual standards.
The emphasis in education today is
on the intellect. Governments have
no solutions. Governments may
pass laws and sometimes enforce
them, but they are neither teachers
nor custodians of morals, short of
crimes. Religion has failed to make
this a better world. Religion is hope-
lessly divided on doctrines and on
what is truth, and many large reli-
gious groups have been tacitly add-
ing their assent to the current
miMmoral “new morality.”

Where, for Authoritative
Right Answers?

As I said, the newscasts, newspa-
pers and news magazines report the
happenings and the evils. Our
Philip Wylies and John O’Haras
have painted masterful word-pic-
tures of the world’s troubled and
sick society. But their brilliant rheto-
ric stops short of workable solutions.

WHERE, then, for right answers?

There is a supreme authority that
reveals infallibly true answers. It is,
unfortunately, a neglected, rejected,
misrepresented, maligned, almost
totally misunderstood authority.

And there is no other! That is the
reason this world goes on suffering
in confusion, full of evils that should
not exist. Those who refuse even to
listen to this one supreme authority
have only to say in hopelessness, “I
don’t know — I’m ignorant.”

The plain truth about life — what
it is, when it is, why it is and where it

leads — is very essential knowledge.
But the tragedy of human society is
that it has been deceived into ac-
cepting humanly reasoned fables,
postulates and errors in the guise of
knowledge, science and truth. And
this sick, sick world suffers on!

The one supreme and sure au-
thority is the world’s best seller —
the same book so many religious de-
nominations claim as the source of
their beliefs. Yet, incredible though
it seems, most of their teachings and
customs today are diametrically
contrary to those of the book they
profess to follow! They could find
the true and right answers to ques-
tions, problems and evils if they
would read it like it is. But they in-
terpret away the one tenth of it they
use, while ignoring utterly the other
nine tenths.

Assuredly, as Bruce Barton said,
the Bible is “the book that nobody
knows” — well, almost nobody! We
can understand it — if we are willing
— and what an eye-opener it is to
the one willing to be astonished by
what it really does reveal!

And Now — Our Answer

I know well this is a highly con-
troversial question. I can tell you
only what this authoritative Source,
from the Maker of us all, reveals.
One may take it or leave it — and
the world has been “leaving it” for
entirely too long, to its own hurt! I
merely give it to you to accept or re-
ject.

When, then, does a human life
start? When does it become a
human life, the taking of which is
murder?

Is it actually a human life at and
from conception? Or does it first be-
come a human life when an embryo
becomes a fetus — approximately
three months after conception? Or
does it become a human life only at
birth?

The answer to those questions de-
termines whether abortion is mur-
der.

And who, after all, is the giver of
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life? Who has given the command-
ment, “Thou shalt not commit mur-
der” (as it should be properly
translated)? The Almighty One who
forbids murder under penalty of
capital punishment is the only One
who can tell us when terminating a
life becomes murder!

WHY Not Understood

If those professing the Christian
religion had understood what is the
true gospel of Jesus Christ, they
would be in no quandary as to
whether an abortion is a murder.
But, incredible though it sounds,
that true gospel was not understood
or proclaimed to the whole world
for 18% centuries!

In astonishment one might ask,
“But haven’t people been preaching
Christ to the world all through those
18% centuries?”

Oh sure! They’ve been preaching
Christ. They’ve been pleading: “Ac-
cept Christ.” “Receive Christ!”
They’ve been preaching about
Christ — about his person — saying
that Jesus of Nazareth was the
Christ. But they have not been
preaching Christ’s gospel! And
that’s why those who have listened
to them do not understand when a
human life begins and whether an
abortion is murder.

Jesus himself said this would hap-
pen. In the most important, pivotal
prophecy in the New Testament,
Jesus said: “Take heed that no man
deceive you. For many shall come
in my name [that is, professing to be
his ministers], saying, 1 am Christ
[saying that Jesus of Nazareth was
the Christ]; and shall deceive many”
(Matthew 24:4-5).

His disciples had asked him when
the end of this world — this age —
and his return to earth would occur.
He said there would be deceived
ministers preaching in his name,
preaching Christ, deceiving the
MANY. There would be wars, fam-
ines, disease epidemics, earthquakes
— but these were not the time of the
END. He then said, “But he that
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shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved. And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached [“pub-
lished” in Mark 13:10] in all the
world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come” (verses
13-14).

What Gospel?

What gospel must be proclaimed
worldwide, just before the END of
this age and the second coming of
Christ to earth? He said, “This gos-
pel of the kingdom™ — the same gos-
pel Jesus brought to mankind from
God — the gospel the world re-
jected. Jesus could not have said the
preaching of the gospel of the King-
dom would signal the end of the age
if that gospel had been preached
these 182 centuries.

The word “gospel” means “good
news.” Jesus brought news — and
good news — from Almighty God.
God sent him to earth — to mankind
— with a message — with a news an-
nouncement — the most important
news ever announced to the world.

But the world rejected it! They
crucified Christ because of that mes-
sage.

Some believed on him — but
refused to believe what he said!
Read it yourself in the 8th chapter
of John: “As he spake these words,
many believed on him. Then said
Jesus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word
[that is, in “my gospel”] then are ye
my disciples indeed. . .. I know that
ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek
to kill me, because my word hath no
place in you. . .. But now ye seek to
kill me, a man that hath told you
the truth, which I have heard of
God [the message God sent him to
announce to mankind — his gos-
pel]. ... and because I tell you the
truth, ye believe me not” (John
8:30-45).

Believing on Christ in Vain

Those people “believed on him”
— but they did not accept his mes-
sage from God. They finally did kill

him because of his gospel — the gos-
pel of the Kingdom of God!

For 18% centuries, professing
Christians have “believed on Jesus”
— have preached Christ to the world
— but have NoT proclaimed his gos-
pel — his message — his good news
announcement — his truth — to the
world.

Because they preached Christ —
even worshipped Christ — called
themselves Christians — people
have been deceived, as Jesus said
they would, into believing they
preached and heard “the gospel.”
Jesus said they would be deceived.
One who is deceived does not know
he is deceived. He may be entirely
honest and sincere in his belief.

“But,”” one might exclaim,
“people have actually worshipped
Christ.” Yes, but what did Jesus
himself say about that? “Howbeit IN
VAIN do they worship me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of
men” (Mark 7:7). Actually wWoOR-
SHIPPING Christ — but all in vain,
because they substitute doctrines of
men for Christ’s truth — for his gos-
pel! Read it in your own Bible! As-
tonishing! But true!

What Was Jesus' Gospel?

Note the very beginning of
Christ’s gospel.

It is recorded in the first chapter
of Mark, starting in verse 1. “The
beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.” Then be-
ginning in verse 2 it is recorded how
John the Baptist prepared the way
before Christ. It records that Jesus
was baptized and defeated Satan.
Then it says: “Now after that John
was put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God, and saying, The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand: repent ye, and be-
lieve the gospel” (verses 14-15).

Jesus’ gospel was the NEWS an-
nouncement of the coming world-
ruling Kingdom of God!

Not many who have “accepted
Christ” have the slightest idea of

5




what that kingdom is! Yet Jesus
said, “Repent, and believe.” Believe
what? Believe the good news of the
Kingdom of God!

And what is a kingdom? It is a
government. And it is people who
administer that government.

Man May Be Born of God

Jesus himself was born to be the
King of the coming Kingdom of
God. This was foretold in the
prophecy of Isaiah 9:6-7. It was an-
nounced to the virgin Mary, mother
of Jesus, prior to his birth (Luke
1:30-33). On trial for his life before
Pilate, Jesus said he was born to be
a king. But his Kingdom, he said,
was not of this world — this society.
He explained about the Kingdom of
God in parable after parable.

But what about the people who
enter into and, under Christ, admin-
ister the Kingdom? Jesus struck
straight to the heart of that truth in
his talk with the Pharisee Nicode-
mus.

And that truth — that part of
Jesus’ gospel — reveals the answer to
our question: Is abortion MURDER
and WHEN does human life START?

It was near the beginning of
Jesus’ earthly ministry that the
Pharisee Nicodemus came under
the cover of darkness to question
Jesus. Nicodemus opened by saying
that the Pharisees, as a whole, knew
Jesus was a teacher sent from God.
That’s how they “believed on™ Jesus,
even though they refused to believe
what he taught. Incidentally, the de-
mons also believe — and tremble!
(James 2:19.)

Immediately, Jesus got to the cen-
tral point — the Kingdom of God.
He made clear to Nicodemus that
he could never enter into God’s
Kingdom in his present unregene-
rate state.

Jesus said, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). He was not speak-
ing of being born a human, physical
person, but of being born again —
being born a spirit being, composed
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of spirit, not of matter. Unless he is
born of the spirit, he cannot enter
into the Kingdom of God, Jesus ex-
plained clearly. He added, “That
which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit” (verse 6).

Nicodemus and all humans have
been born of the flesh — and are
flesh — composed of matter from
the ground. But when born of the
Spirit — born of God — we shall BE
SPIRIT — no longer human, but com-
posed of sPIRIT, even as God is
SPIRIT.

This biblical teaching of Jesus to-
tally refutes the popular “Father-
hood of God and Brotherhood of
Man” fable. Seven times in the New
Testament it is affirmed that until
conversion, humans are, spiritually,
the children of Satan the devil

A New Father-Son Relationship

God is that Spirit (John 4:24) of
which we may be born. God is the
Father. Jesus is his son. A father
and son relationship is a family rela-
tionship. Jesus is the firstborn (by
his resurrection) of many brethren
(Romans 8:29). To enter into the
Kingdom of God, we also must be
born of God by a resurrection to im-
mortal, spirit-composed life.

But the crux point is that we may,
even now in this human life, be be-
gotten sons of God.

Now understand the exact com-
parison. Our human begettal, em-
bryo-fetus development, and birth
compares exactly to our potential
spirit begettal, spiritual growth and
development, and final birth as im-
mortal spirit beings in God’s King-
dom.

All physical life comes from an
egg. The human “egg” is called an
ovum. It is produced in the mother.
A new human life starts when an
ovum is fertilized — physical life im-
parted to it — by a male sperm cell
entering the ovum.

How does spirit life start? It starts
when the Holy Spirit from God en-
ters — gives spirit life to — impreg-

nates a human person. The Spirit of
God — from the very person of God
— actually BEGETS and engenders
SPIRIT life to mortal humans.

Jesus said, “Repent ye, and be-
lieve the gospel.” The apostle Peter
said, “Repent, and be baptized ...
in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 2:38). One is to be baptized
when he BELIEVES. “Repent and be-
lieve” are the two conditions to re-
ceiving the gift of God’s Spirit.

And “if the Spirit of him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken [make
immortal] your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Ro-
mans 8:11).

Human physical conception, ges-
tation, and birth are a beautiful pic-
ture of the transcendent human
potential — the PURPOSE for which
human life was put here on earth by
a divine Creator — of God repro-
ducing Himself — of spiritual divine
birth into the glorious Kingdom of
God!

What wonderful good news the
gospel of Jesus Christ is! What inde-
scribable tragedy that deceived men
have rejected this good news and
have HIDDEN that wonderful, won-

derful good news from a deceived -

world!

But see, now, how it ANSWERS the
question of this article!

The Bible reveals that this spiri-
tual divine birth is pictured by phys-
ical human birth. The Holy Spirit of
God entering one who has really re-
pented and believed is the spiritual
“sperm” from the very spirit body of
God, imparting the presence of spir-
itual, divine and immortal life —
though one is not yet immortal until
the time of the resurrection.

Repentance, faith, and the pres-
ence of God’s Holy Spirit in one
changes one into a different kind of
person!

He has not yet been born an im-
mortal being, yet divine life from
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“It's not a question of whether a human life exists, but
a question of whether the mother and her doctor have
a right to take that life.”

God has been imparted to him, just
as the physical life of a human
father has been imparted by the
sperm cell to the ovum. The truly
converted Christian, then, is Now in
the state that compares to the em-
bryo and the fetus in the mother’s
womb.

The human embryo-fetus is fed
by the human mother — protected
by her. The Bible calls the Church
of God “the mother of us all” (com-
pare Galatians 4:26 with Hebrews
12:22-23). The function of the
Church is to “feed the flock” with
spiritual food from the Bible and to
protect those within it, “for the per-
fecting of the saints...for the
edifying of the body of Christ: till
we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect [full-grown,
spiritual] man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ”
(Ephesians 4:12-13). The begotten
Christian must grow spiritually,
ready to be born a spirit being com-
posed of spirit, just as the embryo-
fetus must be fed physical food
through the mother and must grow
physically, ready to be born a physi-
cal being, composed of matter.

When the Unborn Become
Children of Parents

The Bible says the Spirit-begotten
Christian is already the child or son
of God, even while still only an heir
— not yet an inheritor — not yet
born by the resurrection into a
spirit-composed, immortal being.

“For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are [now] the
sons of God. For ye have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage again to
fear; but ye have received the Spirit
of adoption [sonship], whereby we
cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit [of

PLAIN TRUTH May 1973

God] itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of
God: and if children, then heirs;
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified
together” (Romans 8:14-17).

And again: “Behold, what man-
ner of love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God. ... Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is” (I John 3:1-
2).

The Spirit-begotten Christian is
now. in the spiritual state compa-
rable to the embryo-fetal physical
state. We are now, already, the sons
of our heavenly Father.

Therefore, the unborn human is,
from the moment of conception, the
child — the son or daughter — of its
parents!

All the human life the father and
mother shall ever impart has al-
ready been imparted. A new, physi-
cal human LIFE has been begotten
and is in the gestation stage toward
birth. True, it receives physical
nourishment through the mother,
but that is growth, not the imparting
of life.

This biblical analogy from the
Creator and giver of life shows that,
though yet unborn, a human life is
growing and developing in the
uterus of the mother. It is already
the child of its parents. From the in-
stant of conception, it is not a ques-
tion of whether a human life exists,
but a question of whether the
mother and her doctor have a right
to take that life.

Just what is a murder? It is the

ending of a human life prior to the
end of its natural lifetime. The mat-
ter of how much prior is relative. To
deliberately end that life one or two
months after it started’ (after con-
ception) is putting an end to a
human life as much as to do it ten
or eleven months after, or 50 years
after.

Biblically, in the Old Testament,
in the nation Israel, God himself or-
dered capital punishment by ston-
ing to death or otherwise, for certain
capital sins or crimes. This was not
considered murder or a violation of
the victim’s right to live, under the
sixth commandment. The victim
himself had forfeited his right to live
by his own commandment-breaking.

But the sixth commandment of
God denies others the right to take
an innocent life, and, under divine
law, guarantees the innocent the
right to continue living.

Unfortunately, though we may
print on U. S. currency, “In God We
Trust,” U. S. lawmakers and judges
do not appear to feel obligated to
oBEY the God in which they suppos-
edly “trust.” But on the day of judg-
ment, they themselves, along with
all of us, will ourselves be judged —
by the divine laws of God! O

For three eye-opening free booklets
on the most important subjects affect-
ing your life, write for Just What Do
You Mean — Born Again?, Just What
Do You Mean — Kingdom of God? and
Why Were You Born? These treat the
biblical portion of this article in much
more detail. Know the real purpose
for which humans were put on this
earth. Learn the true values of life.
Learn the wAY to peace, success, hap-
piness, and abundance. Youw’ll wonder
why this precious knowledge has been
withheld from a mixed-up and de-
ceived humanity all these years. If you
want understanding, don’t fail to read
these booklets — the most important
reading of your life.




modern world — a world living in
the time of the end, the “day of his
[Christ’s] coming” (Malachi 3:2).
God continues: “Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith [that is, prove
me in regard to this matter of tith-
ing], if I will not open you the win-
dows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10).
Here is God’s test — his challenge
to you. God says to prove him. Put
his promise to the test and see if he
won’t bless you in unexpected ways
and pour out blessings on you for

your faithfulness. Some of God’s
blessings will be tangible, easily dis-
cernible; others will be intangible,
spiritual, but just as real.

Do you have the courage to obey
God? Do you have the strength of
character to take him at his word, to
accept his challenge, and put him to
the test? Can you believe God?

“And I will rebuke the devourer
[agricultural pests, such as locust
plagues, etc.] for your sakes, and he
shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground,” says God. Continuing,
“neither shall your vine cast her
fruit before the time in the field
...and all nations shall call you

blessed: for ye shall be a delight-
some land, saith the Lord of hosts”
(Malachi 3:11-12). ‘

Tithing is a spiritual, financial law
that produces dividends, that pro-
vides unexpected benefits when you
may be thrown out of work. It is
guaranteed by the direct promise of
the Almighty.

Tithing pays — physically and
spiritually. Millions suffer needless
financial worries and other prob-
lems because they are in ignorance
of this spiritual law of God.

God is waiting to fulfill his prom-
ises in your life. Will you let
him? O

Personal from

(C;;)ntinued from page 1)

completed, in great confusion, there
were many doubts about it being
the end of the war. Even weeks be-
fore the cease-fire agreement, I con-
tinued saying, week after week, the
Communists will never stop pushing
on. If it is not by open, organized
shooting war, then it will be by infil-
tration, propaganda, sabotage, or
guerrilla warfare. Prime Minister
Lee of Singapore called it an inter-
mission. Actually, I've said the armi-
stice ending World War I was
merely a recess — and that’s pre-
cisely what the word “armistice”
means. In 1939, Adolf Hitler de-
cided the recess was over — and we
had World War II. Now we are in
another recess before the final nu-
clear World War II1. Oh, it won’t be
the end of the EARTH’s existence —
or of human life upon it — but it as-
suredly could — unless there exists
that all-powerful unseen hand from
SOMEPLACE, to stop it. There will be
a peaceful and happy WORLD TO-
MORROW, but meanwhile, we’re
having our wars in Vietnam, Korea,
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the Middle East, and religious war
in Northern Ireland, besides some
40 other wars and skirmishes since
the end of World War II. VIOLENCE
is everywhere. Do you expect me to
tell you we’re going to have beau-
tiful PEACE in Vietnam, in such a
world? 1 only wish I could!

Let me give you a quick summary
of the condition in Vietnam as of
cease-fire day. The agreement be-
tween Washington and Hanoi did
NOT require the Communist North
Vietnamese to withdraw their troops
that were already in South Vietnam.
There has been a question as to
whether the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment of President Thieu could
survive politically in an election
since so many of those Communists
are in the villages of South Vietnam
and can control village votes.

What Now Lies Ahead?

Here’s what I find over here in the
Far East:

The heads of governments in this
part of the world — from Tokyo to
Canberra in Australia — are all
looking at the uncertain political fu-
ture of the post-war Far East — and
I only HOPE it is “post-war.” There
has been scurrying to form new
plans — new alliances — during this
past week, and it has centered pri-
marily in Bangkok.

Here in Tokyo, Prime Minister
Tanaka, with whom I have had two
personal meetings, talked of “a new
age” — of a “turning point” — and
of a “new chapter” in Far Eastern
affairs.

Important meetings have been
taking place in Bangkok, where I
have been for the past few days.
Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee
Kuan Yew and his aides flew into
Bangkok to discuss plans for Asia’s
future with Thailand’s Prime Minis-
ter Thanom Kittikachorn. Austra-
lia’s Prime Minister Whitlam is
flying to Jakarta to discuss a bilate-
ral defense agreement with Presi-
dent Suharto of Indonesia. I had a
personal meeting of about an hour
with President Suharto some six
months ago. He is very much con-
cerned with combatting Commu-
nism from within his country.

Last Wednesday morning, in
Bangkok, the newspapers an-
nounced that Henry Kissinger, Pres-
ident Nixon’s personal envoy and
Assistant National Security Affairs
adviser, would be arriving at Bang-
kok airport in the second of the
presidential jets — Air Force II —
on Thursday night with a contingent
of 14 U. S. government officials. He
was scheduled to have a meeting at
7:30 Friday morning with Thai-
land’s Prime Minister Kittikachorn,
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prior to his visit to Hanoi and Pe-
king, trying to wind up this Vietnam
war. Three U. S. ambassadors from
that area also came there to confer
with Mr. Kissinger.

But I had an important personal
meeting (by invitation) with Prime
Minister Kittikachorn less than 24
hours before Mr. Kissinger’s meet-
ing with him, and I consider this
meeting, for that reason and at this
critical time, of great import. Be-
cause, after this meeting with Thai-
land’s Prime Minister — and being
already acquainted with His Maj-
esty Bhumibol Adulyadej, Thai-
land’s king, I feel that I can tell you
that the main bastion of defending
the free world against Communist
inroads in Southeast Asia is due to
shift from Saigon to Bangkok.

Accompanied by Mr. Stanley R.
Rader, our Ambassador College
Chief Counsel and Mr. Osamu Go-
toh, chairman of our Department of
Asian Studies, we were met at the
entrance to the official residence of
the Prime Minister by his aide, an
army colonel, and were ushered into
an antechamber. In a minute or two,
the smiling but serious Prime Minis-
ter greeted us in his living room. We
were introduced to his son-in-law,
who was trained and educated in
the United States.

Immediately, we began to discuss
the problems of this crisis moment
in Southeast Asia. First, I asked him
his opinion about whether President
Thieu would survive in South Viet-
nam in the wake of the cease-fire.
He had recently had a talk with an
emissary and confidant of President
Thieu, and told me that he has con-
cluded that President Thieu may
now very likely survive a political
test at the polls. The South Viet-
namese government is now stronger
and more stable than at any time
during the war. However, as I said,
the Communists were NOT required
by the cease-fire agreement between
the United States and Hanoi to re-
move their troops from the northern
portions of South Vietnam — and
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the Communists control many small
villages here and there throughout
South Vietnam. And, of course, they
can vote. Their propaganda will
continue, and perhaps sabotage and
even guerrilla warfare.

The Senior Leader
in Southeast Asia

But the Prime Minister of Thai-
land reminded us that he is the se-
nior leader in Southeast Asia. He
has been in office longer than any
other head of state in the entire
area. And he has relentlessly and
vigorously opposed Communist in-
roads. He served as Prime Minister
for the first time in 1958 and has
been Prime Minister continuously
since 1963. And he has been sing-
ularly SUCCESSFUL in resisting Com-
munist advances.

Just as President Suharto of In-
donesia told me his problem in
holding off Communist inroads was
primarily that of combatting inter-
nal subversion, so it has been in
Thailand. To grasp the strategic sig-
nificance of this, you’ll have to re-
member that Thailand, formerly
called Siam, is bordered on the
northeast by Laos — into which
North Vietnamese troops had infil-
trated — during the war. Vietnam is
just beyond, so that at one point,
Thailand is only about 65 or 70
miles from North Vietnam. Yet the
North Vietnamese have not at-
tempted to invade Thailand.

Prime Minister Kittikachorn
pointed out that other leaders in the
area — Prime Minister Lee of Singa-
pore, President Suharto of In-
donesia, and President Marcos of
the Philippines — have all adopted
his long-tested and successful ap-
proach of vigilant and inspired na-
tional efforts and education to
oppose Communist inroads. He ad-
mitted the infiltration of Commu-
nists (civilian — not military) in the
northeastern area of Thailand —
where they are only some 65 miles
from North Vietnam, but he said
the situation there was under con-
trol.

We turned, then, to a discussion
of domestic problems within Thai-
land. Education and birth control
are two MAJOR problems. Thailand
is rated as 80% literate, but that still
leaves close to one in five — mostly
in outlying and mountain areas —
who can neither read nor write. I ex-
plained to the Prime Minister about
our own Ambassador College coop-
erative participation in the program
of His Majesty the King in bringing
education to the mountain tribes,
and he expressed his appreciation
on behalf of the people of the coun-
try.

He said the birthrate in Bangkok
is in excess of 3% per annum, and in
the outlying areas, over 7% — much
too high — and creating great pres-
sures.

Black September
Commandos in Bangkok

Incidentally, in talking with the
Prime Minister, I received some in-
teresting details regarding a world-
news headline at the year’s end.
You may remember reading of
some “Black September” Arab com-
mandos taking Israeli Embassy em-
ployees in Bangkok hostage. A
number of Arab governments
voiced open opposition to this polit-
ical act of the Black September
group. Both His Majesty, King
Bhumibol, and Prime Minister
Kittikachorn were personally involved.

It was on December 28, 1972, and
it was a national holiday in Thai-
land for the investiture of His Maj-
esty’s son as Crown Prince. It was a
most important day for the royal
family and for the government.
Israeli Ambassador Amir did not go
to the embassy on that day, but six
of the embassy staff did. Four mem-
bers of the “Black September”
movement, with machine guns, en-
tered the Israeli Embassy, taking all
staff employees as hostages. They
demanded the release of 36 Arabs
held in prison in Israel

The Israeli Ambassador immedi-
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ately received an answer from Jeru-
salem: “No RELEASE of prisoners.
Absolutely NO NEGOTIATION with
guerrillas.” There was absolutely
nothing, from that moment, that the
Israeli Ambassador could do for
the hostages.

At that point, the Thai govern-
ment took over. They did not want a
mass slaughter on their hands on
the day that meant so much to the
King. I was told by friends close to
the King, including a princess, that
the King himself played a leading
part in devising the strategy, and
Prime Minister Kittikachorn saw
that the plan was carried out.

They knew, since the Israeli gov-
ernment at Jerusalem refused to
give in, or even negotiate, that the
Arab guerrillas realized that if they
did not kill the two women and four
men hostages, the guerrillas them-
selves would certainly be killed. The
Thai government promised them
safe passage to any Arab country if
they would free the hostages. The
Arabs, knowing how most of the
Black September commandos at
Munich were never allowed to es-
cape alive, feared they would be
shot instead of given safe passage.
To reassure the Black September-
ists, the Thai government offered
Thai hostages, in exchange for the
Israeli hostages. The Thai govern-
ment offered the Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Chief of Staff of
the Army, and the Egyptian Am-
bassador to Thailand. The Arab
guerrillas agreed. A Thai aircraft
flew the guerrillas and hostages
safely to Cairo.

True, this maneuver allowed the
commandos to get away, but it pre-
vented any bloodshed from marring
the day of the investiture of the
Crown Prince. For 19 tense hours,
the Deputy Prime Minister of Thai-
land remained with the Israeli Am-
bassador during this emergency.
This Prime Minister himself spent
15 hours with the Ambassador, and
the King made several personal in-
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quiries about the progress of the ne-
gotiations.

The Coming Shift of Power

Following withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Vietnam, look for the
United States to shift headquarters
for all U.S. air operations to some
point in Thailand.

Let me give you the reasons why I
think it inevitable that Thailand will
now become the free world’s new
bastion against further Communist
invasion in Southeast Asia.

Thailand has a stable government
that has been in office longer than
any of the others. If the Commu-
nists were able to take over South
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia po-
litically, or by military force, they
still would be stopped cold at Thai-
land’s border — as long as the Thais
could hold them off.

At this point in time, it is prob-
able there will be no further fighting
by major conventional military
units in Vietnam — for the present,
that is. Actually, the war will not
stop. The Communist thrust to the
south in that area will continue, but
it will now shift from organized con-
ventional military war to POLITICAL
war — which is propaganda — ac-
companied by sporadic guerrilla
fighting here and there, and occa-
sional terrorism.

North Vietnam is not in position
to mount another major military of-
fensive against South Vietnam, un-
less the U.S.S.R. would load them
up, as they did in 1971 — and guar-
antee North Vietnam sufficient fi-
nancial and military backing to
keep going. There’s every evidence
that Moscow is not inclined to do
that for the present. China probably
is not in position to do it now. Be-
sides, there is still rivalry between
the U.S.S.R. and Communist China.

The administration in Washing-
ton is not going to want to reduce its
forces in Southeast Asia right now,
further than getting the soldiers out
of South Vietnam. To do that would
weaken Mr. Nixon’s and Henry

Kissinger’s hands in carrying the
cease-fire negotiations to a satis-
factory conclusion. So, I think you’ll
see the main bulk of U. S. power in
Southeast Asia shifted into Thai-
land.

Thailand not only has a tried and
competent leader in Prime Minister
Kittikachorn, but the country is also
held together by its King, who is ac-
tually reverenced by his people. He
is very popular, especially in the
outlying regions and mountain
areas, because he has done so much
for his people, and is so deeply con-
cerned for their welfare. He has very
definitely revealed that to me, in the
hours of visits I have had with him
personally. As an example, on my
arrival in Bangkok on this visit, I
was escorted to the hotel by one of
its young lady representatives, in a
car supplied by the hotel. I men-
tioned the CONCERN I knew the
King had for his people, and she
said, almost fervently, “I would lay
down my life for him.” And her eyes
filled with tears so that she could not
talk further for some minutes.

Yes, the fighting will now shift to
political propaganda warfare, pri-
marily, in Vietnam. President Thieu
probably will win if there is an elec-
tion. The South Vietnamese govern-
ment will remain — for the present.
The United States forces in the
Southeast Asian sector will shift to
Thailand, which will now become
the new bastion of defense against
Communist aggression in that part
of the world.

For the PRESENT — that is! But the
war is not over. War is not over in
the Middle East. Violence is increas-
ing WORLDWIDE. And it WILL in-
crease, until that “unseen Strong
Hand from Someplace” does inter-
vene and usher in the peaceful world
tomorrow — when nations really
will, finally, beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks, and men shall learn
war NO MORE. Then, for the first
time since MAN was placed on this
earth, we shall have WORLD PEACE
— permanently! O
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