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Uniting in Order to Divide

WISH PARTICULARLY to call attention

in this issue to “Now THEY WANT TO

DE-sEx THE BIBLE” by Clayton Steep.

There is a tendency today to want to
UNITE opposites because of hostility—but
usually the result is only to produce more
competition and division.

There is a tendency today toward unisex.
Frequently you cannot easily tell whether one
you happen to see is male or female. Women
wear shorter hair and males wear longer hair
until they are about equal length. The barber
trade once made it mostly on shaves. The
safety razor ended that sort of barber income,
and the electric razor has perpetuated it. So
now the barber shops give men female hairdos
at fancy prices and the younger men fall for
it—and often older ones too.

Women wear slacks and male pants.

Women filled in men’s jobs during World War 1
while U.S. “doughboys” were fighting “over
there.” They never went back to the home when
“it was over, over there.” World War II put the
finishing touches on women assuming men’s jobs.
In the postwar period, women have taken university
courses in law, medicine, business administration
and other professions. Today we have women
lawyers and judges in a rapidly increasing measure,
women doctors, and more and more women moving
into executive positions in business and industries.

Meanwhile more and more husbands are
becoming “house-husbands,” and homemakers
while their wives work. More and more young
women of around age twenty-five find it difficult to
enter marriage. One woman under thirty, manager
of a large high-quality women’s-wear store in a
major city, came to me for advice. She had chosen
a career and let it cancel out a marital engagement

some years before. Now she was successful. How
could she respect a man enough to think of
marrying him, if his income was less than hers? At
last she realized she really wanted most of all
marriage, children and a family life.

In some universities senior men ready to
graduate find romance for them difficult. They
have grown more timid, have not developed
leadership qualities, and fear senior girls would
dominate them, so they marry freshmen girls.
Marriage itself is breaking down. People unite in
marriage—only in order, it seems too often, to
divide into divorce.

In many areas there is a tendency toward
uniting, but too often it leads to division.

We have tried busing to bring about racial
balance in the schools, but in too many cases it has
not proved practical and has led to more division
and hostility. There has been a tendency by some
to promote interracial marriage and an
amalgamation into one race.

In 1945 I attended the entire San Francisco
convention where the charter was battled out for
the United Nations. They were going to UNITE the
nations for world peace. In plenary sessions heads
of governments and foreign ministers rang out in
grand oratory that this was the world’s last hope
for PEACE. The weapons of mass destruction were
about to be multiplied that could erase human life
from the earth. UNITE or PERISH was the theme.
Yet those same orators fought like ferocious lions
or tigers against representatives of other nations in
closed private sessions to gain every possible selfish
advantage for their own nations. The United
Nations has brought no genuine PEACE. Dozens of
wars have ensued on the world scene.

And on the domestic scene women want to
“wear the pants”—and now often do. Many a
young bride has said, “I want our marriage to be
fifty-fifty”—no one rules. But that is all together
impossible. Whether it’s (Continued on page 44)
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A Voice Cries Out Amid Religious Confusion: Part Eleven

WHAT AND WHY

THE

CHURCH?

How could the world have become so mixed up? Out of this spiritual
wilderness, a voice cries out in clarity and power,
with the reassuring truth of the world’s only and sure hope!

by Herbert W. Armstrong

Editor’s note: We are printing here,
serially, the new book by Herbert W.
Armstrong with the same title as this
series. The book will appear later in
bookstores.

Chapter 7

Part Four

t is the function of the
CHURCH—as the spiri-
tual MOTHER of Chris-
tians in it—to develop
holy, righteous and perfect
Godly CHARACTER in those
God has called—those God
has added to the Church.
Remember, none CAN COME
to Christ, except called and
drawn by God the Father
(John 6:44). Newly converted
members are not brought to
spiritual conversion by “sales-
manship” of human evange-
lists—are not ‘“‘talked into”
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being ‘“‘converted’—are not
emotionally high pressured by
high-powered evangelistic ora-
tory or fervor—or by emotion-
packed “altar calls” in evange-
listic crusades to the moanful
strains of a choir singing,
“Just as I am, I come, I
come.”

You cannot find that sort of
MODERN “0Old-Fashioned Gos-
pel” crusading either taught or
used to set us an example in the
New Testament! Yet people
today suppose falsely that is the
way Christ intended—the way
Jesus initiated.

Jesus DID NOT come on a
“soul-saving crusade!” NEVER
did He beg or plead with anyone
to “give one’s heart to Him.” At
Jacob’s well in Samaria Jesus
spoke to a woman about the Holy
Spirit in terms of ‘‘living
water.”

The woman said to Jesus, “Sir,
give me this water, that I thirst
not.”” Here was a direct request
from an unconverted woman for

salvation and the gift of the Holy
Spirit. BUuT JESUS ONLY TOLD
HER OF HER SINS—OF WHAT SHE
HAD TO REPENT OF! He did NOT
say, “Come to me, just as you are,
in your sins.”

None CAN COME to Jesus
except God the Father draws
him! All have sinned. Sin is
against Gop the Father. Sin must
first be repented of—turned
from! It is much more than
remorse for guilt. It is a matter of
being sufficiently SORRY t0 TURN
FROM the sin, overcome the sin.
This reconciles one to God on
faith in Christ. It is Gop the
Father who adds to the Church
such as He calls to be saved (Acts
2:47). It is Gop who sets mem-
bers in the Church (I Corinthians
12:18)—not the emotional orato-
ry of the evangelist in the emo-
tional altar call!

God sets individual members
in His Church that His holy,
righteous perfect CHARACTER
may be developed in them. And
wHY? To prepare them to
become Gop BEINGS in the
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Kingpom (Family) oF Gob, to
GOVERN and RULE the whole
earth with the Government of
God!

But HOw does the CHURCH as
the spiritual MOTHER of its mem-
bers DEVELOP THAT SPIRITUAL
CHARACTER?

This brings us to the real PUR-
POSE of the Church. This brings
us to an UNDERSTANDING of WHY
one cannot be BORN AGAIN out-
side the CHURCH.

The Real Purpose of the Church

Now MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL—
what is the REAL PURPOSE for the
Church. WHy did God have
Christ raise it up?

The CHURCH is the spiritual
MOTHER of human converts. They
are the spiritual embryos and
fetuses as yet UNBORN, although
begotten by God’s Holy Spirit—
already children of Gob.

The CHURCH is God’s spiritual
ORGANISM, well organized, for
feeding on spiritual food, training
and developing in spiritual righ-
teous CHARACTER the future Gop
BEINGS—sons of God the Fa-
ther!

For that training—that spiri-
tual development of God’s CHAR-
ACTER, God has given His
Church a DUAL responsibility:

1) “Go ye into all the world”
and proclaim the GOOD NEwWs—
announcement—of the coming
Kingdom of God.

2) “Feed my sheep.”

But in FEEDING the “sheep,”
developing in them God’s spiri-
tual CHARACTER, God has given
them THEIR PART in supporting,
backing up, the great commis-
sion, “Go ye into all the world.”

This first and great commis-
sion was given to the apostles. To
a lesser extent evangelists were
used in carrying forth the mes-
sage. Other leaders—ordained
ministers—were stationary, yet
even the local pastor of a church
may hold evangelistic services in
his area—mnot the “‘soul-saving
crusade’ type, but lectures
ANNOUNCING and PROCLAIMING
as a witness the coming KING-
poM OF GobD (the true Gospel)!

This ENTIRE GREAT COMMIS-
SION—proclaiming the GoobD
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NEWS of the coming Kingdom,
and ‘“feeding the sheep,” is a
COMBINED administration and
function of the Church.

The individual lay member HAS
HIS VITAL PART in proclaiming
the Goop NEws (Gospel) to the
world. How? Not by going out
and himself proclaiming Christ’s
message to the neighborhood or
to the world. That is done pri-
marily by the apostles, to some
extent by evangelists, and to even
a lesser extent in local areas by
local pastors. (The chief responsi-
bility of local pastors is supervi-
sion of and preaching to the local
church.)

But the ENTIRE CHURCH OPER-
ATION iS one WHOLE, organized
into various operations and
administrations (I Corinthians
12:5-6).

For example, what part does
the individual local member have
in taking the Gospel message to
ALL THE WORLD? This is done
primarily and directly by the
APOSTLE. In this latter half of the
20th century it is done also by
radio, television and in' PRINT!

In the first century it was done
by personal proclamation. Then
WHAT PART did the individual lay
member have in it?

MucH! Without this larger
body of lay members the apostle
could do nothing!

Notice a scriptural example:
Peter and John had been pro-
claiming the message at the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem. A miracle had
been performed by Peter and a
large crowd had gathered. As a
result Peter and John were
thrown in prison overnight, and
severely threatened. Their lives
were in danger. They were
unnerved.

They went immediately upon
release to the lay brethren (Acts
4:23). They needed the backing,
support, encouragement of the
brethren. They fervently PRAYED!
Peter and John sorely NEEDED
this loyalty, backing and the
prayers of the lay members. THEY
WERE ALL A TEAM TOGETHER!

Take a recent modern exam-
ple.

The office of the attorney gen-
eral of America’s largest state—

California—had made a sudden,
unexpected massive armed as-
sault on the headquarters of the
Worldwide Church of God at
Pasadena, California. They
claimed, in violation of the U.S.
Constitution, that all church
property and assets belonged to
the State, and a court had
secretly appointed a receiver to
TAKE OVER, RUN AND OPERATE
the Church of the living Gop!

But when the receiver was
about to enter, with his staff and
deputy sheriffs, the Hall of
Administration and other head-
quarters buildings, some 5,000
lay members, with children and
babies, crowded these buildings
in extended and continuous
prayer services. The doors were
locked. The armed officials did
not quite dare to break down the
doors and disturb these massive
and orderly prayer services. After
two days they gave up. The
receiver, an ex-judge of a non-
Christian faith, resigned. The civ-
il lawsuit went on ‘‘the back
burner.” And the OPERATION OF
THE CHURCH CONTINUED!

The author, Christ’s apostle,
can say emphatically that the
apostles, evangelists, pastors and
elders could not carry on the
Work of God without the loyal
backing and continual encourage-
ment of the lay members.

Neither can the individual lay
member develop and build within
him God’s holy, righteous and
perfect CHARACTER without the
operations of the apostle, evange-
lists, pastors and elders. All these
various members GOD HAS SET in
His Church are interdependent—
mutually dependent on one
another. They form a TEAM—an
ORGANIZED SPIRITUAL ORGA-
NisM—utterly different from any
secular and worldly organization!

How, more specifically, does
this mutual dependency operate?

In general, the whole operation
of the Church costs money in this
late 20th-century world. Facili-
ties and methods are available to
the Church for performance of its
commission that did not exist in
the first-century world. Without
the tithes and generous freewill
offerings of lay members the
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Church commission could not be
performed in today’s world.

Without the fervent and pre-
vailing continual prayers of all
members the Work could not be
accomplished. Without the con-
tinual ENCOURAGEMENT of lay
members and those over them
locally those of us operating from
headquarters could not bear up
under the persecutions, opposi-
tions, trials and frustrations.

Also in reverse, the lay mem-
bers need just as urgently the
encouragement, teaching, coun-
seling and leadership from head-
quarters and local pastors.

An example of the former: I
receive frequently large cards—
often beautifully illustrated or
decorated—signed by the
hundreds of local members of
churches, giving encouragement
and assurances of loyalty, backing
and support. Lay members scat-
tered over the world simply can-
not conceive fully how much
encouragement and inspiration
this gives the one Christ has chos-
en to lead this tremendous world-
wide activity, God’s CHURCH!
The assurance of the earnest
PRAYERS crying out to God con-
tinually from these thousands
from all parts of the earth inspire
the confidence of FAITH to perse-
vere in the direction and over-
sight in this great Work!

Specifically, HoOw is God’s
Church organized today—HOW
does it operate in this modern late
20th century?

Christ’s Gospel message—the
Kingdom of God—goes out in
dynamic POWER by radio world-
wide, by television nationwide,
and by the mass-circulation mag-
azine, The Plain Truth. This
unique magazine of more than
two million copies monthly, in
five languages, is full color, effec-
tively and interestingly carrying
Christ’s Gospel. Then, sent free
on request are millions of copies
of attractive booklets and even
full books. And now, to reach a
class unreachable by other means,
quality hard-cover books are
appearing in bookstores. Recently
a campaign of dynamic full-page
messages are appearing as adver-
tisements in leading newspapers,
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The New York Times, The Wall
Street Journal, Los Angeles
Times, San Francisco Chronicle,
and other daily newspapers.
Large space has been used in the
London Times.

Then to encourage local church
members and the ministry, a 14-
to-20-page mimeographed Pastor
General’s Report is mailed from
headquarters weekly to all minis-
ters. Twice monthly a tabloid
newspaper The Worldwide News
goes out to all members. Monthly
a handsome full-color magazine
The Good News is sent to all lay
members, ministers and near-
member co-workers. And finally,
Christ’s apostle sends out month-

-
ee

This entire great
commission—
proclaiming the good
news of the coming
Kingdom and ‘feeding
the sheep’—is a
combined administration
and function of the
Church.

2

ly a mimeographed Co-Worker
Letter to all members and co-
workers reporting on progress in
the Work, current activities and
needs.

And we must not overlook a
very important department, the
Bible Correspondence Course,
sent free on enrollment to lay
members, and the public, giving
monthly lessons in-depth of
basic subjects covered by the
Bible.

All this is a well-organized

operation carrying out the PUR-.

pOsSE of the Church, 1) proclaim-
ing the coming Kingdom of God
to the world, and 2) feeding the
flock.

The author’s personal travels to
all parts of the world carrying

Christ’s message personally be-
fore kings, emperors, presidents,
prime ministers and leaders
under them in numerous nations
perhaps ought to be mentioned.

Thus GOD’S GREAT PURPOSE
FOR His CHURCH IS BEING VIG-
OROUSLY CARRIED OUT THROUGH
THE PRESENT ‘‘PHILADELPHIA
ERA” OF THE CHURCH.

There is but ONE true Church.
None other carries out the pur-
poses and functions of the
CHURCH of the living God.

The “loner”—the “‘individual
Christian,” who wants to climb
up into the Kingdom some other
way than by CHRIST and HI1s WAY
through His CHURCH—is not
being trained in CHRIST'S MAN-
NER OF TRAINING, to rule and
reign with Christ in His King-
dom!

“Individual Christians’’ —
Ex-Members

Now what about the ““private,” or
“individual Christian,”” who says,
“I don’t want to be a part of the
Church—I want to seek my sal-
vation direct and alone with
Christ.”

The answer is this: God Him-
self laid out the plan and the
method by which humans may
be, after begettal, trained and
prepared to become part of the
Divine Personnel of born Gobp
BEINGS that shall form the KING-
DOM OF Gop!

The Kingdom of God will be
the Gop FaAMILY—a superbly and
highly trained and organized
Family of Gop BEINGS, well
ORGANIZED on GOD’s pattern of
mutual teamwork and coopera-
tion to function perfectly to-
gether. They shall become the
Gop FaMiLy. Remember God IS
that Divine FAMILY!

One who says: “I will live alone
by myself in this world of
Satan’s—I will be NO PART of the
FAMILY” is, therefore NOT trained
and developed in spiritual charac-
ter according to GoOD’s pattern.
Such can never FIT IN as a PART
of the FAMILY then, if not trained
and developed with the Family,
the CHURCH, now.

Take an analogy from Satan’s
world. A football player at Ohio
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State says: ‘I want to play in all
of the games, but I'll train alone.
I don’t want to be part of the
TEAM until the games start.”
Would the coach let him be part
of the team in the games, without
having learned TEAMWORK dur-
ing practice season? Neither will
God let one INTO His Family at
the resurrection who refused to
be part of it now—in the
CHURCH—Iin the spiritual “train-
ing season.”

To those chosen to be apostles
in the start of the CHURCH,
Jesus said, speaking of the
CHURCH:

“l am the vine, ye are the
branches.” Those not joined with
others of the branches, all joined
to the main vine, were NO PART
OF THE CHURCH, and God the
Father will cast them away as
DEAD branches. The LIFE (spirit
life impregnated now) is received
along with all other ‘“‘branches”
from the main vine—Christ, the
Head of the CHURCH!

What about one who has been
IN Christ’s ‘“‘spiritual Bopy”—
the Church—and is put ourt for
cause (causing division or rebel-
lion or opposition to Church Gov-
ernment)? The CHURCH is like a
human mother who is pregnant.
If there is an abortion, the
HUMAN LIFE departs totally from
the fetus. There is, however, per-
haps one difference in this analo-
gy. A human who goes out, or is
put out of God’s Church, could,
on repentance and renewed belief,
be admitted back into the Body
again.

What about the millions of
members of other churches or
religions?

Satan is the great counterfeit-
er. Satan has his churches, his
religions, and his ministers in
those religions and churches
(IT Corinthians 11:13-15). What
about the millions of people in
traditional established “Chris-
tian” churches? In the book of
Revelation, the TRUE Church is
pictured in the 12th chapter as
the persecuted ‘little flock,”
many martyred—put to death
for their faith—having to FLEE
for safety from persecution, tor-
ture and death. In chapter 17 is
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pictured the big, politically and
worldly powerful churches,
headed by “mother’” *“Babylon
the Great the mother of harlots
and abominations of the earth”
(verse 5). In other words, the
ancient ‘“‘Babylonian Mystery”
religion, out of whom have gone
daughter churches in protest.
This politically great church was
the persecutor of ‘“‘the saints”
(verse 6). This false church,
politically great, sits astride a
“beast” pictured in chapter 13
as a government ruling by power
of “the dragon” who (Revelation
12:9) is Satan the devil.

This is shocking, but plainly
revealed in God’s Word!

What about those, in such
churches, who profess being
“born-again Christians’’? They
are DECEIVED! They may be ever
so sincere. They do not know
they are deceived and wrong in
their beliefs. But they are not
now being judged! They are nei-
ther “lost” nor “saved.” They
are among the WHOLE WORLD,

swayed by the deceptions of
Satan, cuT OFF from God!

It must be repeated—they
shall have their eyes opened to
God’s TRUTH if still living after
Christ comes and Satan is
removed—or, if dead before then,
resurrected and called to truth
and salvation in the Great White
Throne Judgment resurrection
(Revelation 20:11-12).

Again, the reader is urged to
read the free booklet Just What
Do You Mean—Born Again?

Yes, the whole world is
DECEIVED. But praise Gob!
Satan soon shall be removed
from earth, eyes shall be opened
to ASTONISHING TRUTH, and ulti-
mately EVERYBODY who ever
lived shall have been called to
salvation and eternal life! But
when called, each must make his
own decision.

Meanwhile God’s GLORIOUS
PURPOSE must be worked out
here below according to God’s
wonderful MASTER PLAN—a step
at a time! O

It
Doesn’t

Add Up...

How did bunnies, eggs and hot
cross buns find their way into
“"Christianity’'? Is it just harmless
fun — or does it stem from a more
serious origin? The Plain Truth
About Easter explains the enigma.
You'll be shocked to find out who
really "“laid the first Easter egg.”
Send for your copy of this free
booklet today.

FREE BOOKLET. ACT TODAY.

Please send me my free copy of the booklet
titled The Plain Truth About Easter. I under-
stand there is no charge or obligation.

NAME

ADDRESS

cover).

Use the reply card in this issue or fill out and mail this
coupon to our address nearest you (see inside front
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What Our Readers Say

Latest Leap Into Space

Your latest article, in the January,
1981, edition of The Plain Truth, is
the crowning touch. This article,
“Voyager I to Saturn—Latest Leap
Into Space,” is the very best, truly
scientific article that we’ve ever read.
It put into proper context all the pic-
tures and stories we’ve seen and read
and listened to both in the printed
and the electronic media. You’ve
made God seem more real, more
dynamic, more Godlike. And yet we
know that you’ve only been able to
“scratch” the surface of the greatness
of God.

Mr. and Mrs. Allan W. Jones
Miami, Florida

Correspondence Course

I should like to express my appre-
ciation for the first lesson of your
Correspondence Course. | must con-
fess that my understanding of the
Bible with ordinary reading is pretty
meager, but your course has put new
light into it.

I have typed all the verses referred
to in the lessons, which are a great
help when rereading the Bible. I
thank you and look forward to fur-
ther lessons and better understand-
ing.

C.M. Lennard
Salisbury, Zimbabwe

I am presently taking three univer-
sity courses, working part-time, and
caring for a five-year-old. I have an
insatiable thirst for reading. Conse-
quently, although I have never taken
an interest in the Bible because like
most people I find it confusing, I am
willing to spend some time learning
from your Correspondence Course. It
is hard for me to believe that you can
afford to distribute these publications
free of charge. I don’t know of any
church which doesn’t subtly request

some contribution sooner or later.
Thank you for leaving this option
entirely up to the reader.
Diane LeClaire
London, Ontario

Broadcast

I have heard your program on sev-
eral occasions since 1966 at different
places. 1 have also been exposed to
The Plain Truth in the past. In fact,
I used to receive it in the late 1960s
when I was a student at Guelph.

Recently by chance I found myself
listening to your program on CKO.
As always it was very informative.

D.P. Sengar
Ottawa, Ontario

Deprogramming

I appreciate very much your speak-
ing out against ‘“‘deprogramming.”
My own daughter, without her con-
sent or her parents’ was kidnapped
two times because she was a very
effective missionary.

It has long been a personal struggle
for me to resist violence against those
who inflicted gross immoral trespass
on her young body all in the name of
religious deprogramming. It is hard
to believe these atrocities are being
practiced with impunity in our

America. Loren L. Smith
Woodland, California

“Return of the Inquisition” gave
me an insight into deprogramming
that 1 had never thought about
before. The parallels between conser-
vatorship and the recent receivership
on the Church were absolutely amaz-
ing.

I read it once, then immediately
read it again to my husband. Half in
shock, half in a spirit of having been
warned of what yet DOES LIE

AHEAD. :
Carole Wise
Denver, Colorado

Islamic Eyes

I would like to express my deepest
appreciation to the editor, the author
and staff of The Plain Truth maga-
zine for the article entitled “Seeing
the World Through Islamic Eyes.”

For the record, I would like to
state I myself am a Moslem and have
also been a Plain Truth subscriber
for many years. And I have always
held the writers and publishers in
very high regard when comparing to
many other Christian publications
which I often read.

Keith Brown-I
Jefferson City, Missouri

““Seeing the World Through
Islamic Eyes” caught my attention,
since I am presently doing research
on the subject of Islam.

The treatment and attitude of
Islam towards Christians and Jews
that live amongst them is a daily
reminder of their inferior status as
members of “despised religions.” The
tolerated infidels or dhimmas face
numerous restrictions. The dhimma
male is not allowed to marry a Mos-
lem woman, although a Moslem may
marry a Christian or Jewish woman.

George S. Brookman
West Palm Beach, Florida

New Readers

Bless you for bringing such a ter-
rific, sane and very readable maga-
zine into my life, like The Plain
Truth.

Truth does indeed blow very cold
once it blows through the warm cosi-
ness that covers up the lies and dan-
gerous deceptions practiced by the
glib politicians of world governments
today. As soon as I read my eagerly
awaited copy of The Plain Truth 1
count the days to the next month’s
arrival. C. Shavering

London

March 1981

45




