laiim trutih

WEEK ENDING AUGUST 2, 1975

BRITAIN TRIES MORE OF THE SAME
THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL, PART V

MIDEAST-CLOSER TO PEACE?

Israeli Tanks
- On Maneuvers

Wide World



F COURSE, I know many do not
even believe God exists. But just
suppose — and suppose that you,
yourself were God the Creator.

You had created a perfect and beautiful -
earth. You put mankind upon it. You
gave the earth rich soil to raise food and
beautiful trees, plants and flowers. In
the earth you had stored other wealth —
gold, silver, -iron, the other metals, coal, oil.

“You gave it rivers and lakes with
fresh, clear, sparkling water. You gave it
fresh, clean, pure air for mankind, ani-
mals and plant life to breathe. You gave
it adequate forests, both for lumber and
to .cause abundant necessary rainfall.
You gave the mankind you put here
everything Goop, for his health, his
needs, prosperity if he would properly
use all you had put at his disposal, for
his pleasure.

You gave him a miracle-working
MIND with superior intelligence. You
made him so that his efficient MIND
would direct his every move and act — a
mind that would improve with proper use.

You made him so that it was neces-
sary that he learn or be taught EVERY-
THING — even how to walk, run or sit.
And you started from the instant of his
creation to reveal to him needed basic
knowledge for his guidance, his welfare,
his protection, his happiness and com-
plete well-being. You intended for him
to Use this wonderful earth you gave

~~him—-to-preserve it," improve it, and

. work it for his good and needs.

Being God, you not only are creator.
You also are ruler over your creation,
and it is your policy to preserve what
you create by your GOVERNMENT. )

You also are educator and revealer of
necessary basic KNOWLEDGE which man
can never discover or produce of him-
self. So you start from the instant of. his
existence to teach the first man and
woman that basic necessary knowledge.
And you give this first man the opportu-

- nity to be the KING of the earth, over
those who shall populate this beautiful,
wonderful earth by the reproductive
process. .

Of course you have put within these
humans your own very image and like-
ness, powers of thought, reasoning, and
the making of decisions — else they.
could have no individuality, personality,
or character.

But, alas! You find that this first pair
of humans doesn’t believe what you say,

as you begin revealing to them neces-
sary basic knowledge — knowledge of
WHAT they are, wHY they are, WHERE
they are going — their incredible awe-
some human POTENTIAL. They decide to
take to themselves the KNOWLEDGE of
what is good and what is evil. They
flatly disobeyed you and refused to obey
the laws of your GOVERNMENT, let alone
accept the rulership of administering
that world government.

So you adopt a “hands-off” policy for
6,000 years. You leave them to the pro-
duction of their own knowledge. You
turn them over to working out their own
form of government, making their own
laws to regulate their own man-made
society. You allow a self-centered nature

‘to enter their minds — a nature of van-

ity, lust and greed, of jealousy, envy,
and hatred of others, of competition and
strife. And now, the 6,000 years are
about up.

You look down from your throne of
the universe in heaven to see what the
members of the human race have done
with their minds, their powers of
thought, and especially this wonderful
earth that you gave them.

WHAT DO YOU SEE?

You know, Plain Truth readers, as I
now spend 80% or more of my time
traveling over this earth — over North
and South America, over all of Europe
and Asia, over Africa, Australia and
New Zealand, flying through the air be-
tween 550 and 600 miles an hour, look-
ing down on this earth and its teeming
millions of humans, I wONDER — I won-
der how God the Creator looks at it. I
wonder how it looks, as seen through His
eyes?

Let me tell you some of the things
that have indelibly impressed them-
selves on my mind.

For thousands of years this was a
multi-divided world. It had come to be
inhabited by many races from many
mixtures of intermarrying from three
original races. But here were hundreds
and hundreds of different peoples,
speaking their hundreds of different lan-
guages, each with its own country or

" area and language-dialect.

For thousands of years humanity
drifted along on virtually an even keel.
There was' little or no communication
between individual areas because of the
language barrier and lack of rapid trans-
portation or instant communication.
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IF YOU WERE GOD

HOW WOULD YOU'LOOK
AT THIS WORLD TODAY?

There was little diffusion of knowl-
edge until the printing press was in-
vented. Transportation and travel was
on foot, by camel, elephant, horse or
mule, rowboat or sailboat.

But suddenly, in the nineteenth and
twentieth . centuries all that changed!
The steam boat appeared. Combustion
engines put wheels to work developing
faster travel by land. The automobile
appeared. Roads were built. Railroads
developed greater speed. Then came the
motion picture.

People from all parts of the -world
began to see what people in other parts
looked like. Styles originating in Paris,
New York or Hollywood were seen and
copied all over the earth. Then came
radio, and then television. When I was
eleven years old the first airplane flight
was made. The wars developed the air-
plane as a weapon of war. Then came
the jet, the telephone, and now miracu-
lous, almost instant telephone con-
nections to any part of the world by
means of satellite.

I am writing this from Nairobi,
Kenya, in central east Africa. Nairobi is
a modern city replete with hundreds of
modern buildings and skyscrapers. I'm

on the sixteenth floor of a hotel, which

counts floor one after the elevators pass
the ground floor, another floor, then a

restaurant floor, and a floor designated
as “pool.” And also it numbers floor
thirteen, so I'm actually on floor twenty,
counting the ground floor.

Whether I am here, in Djakarta on
the island of Java on the equator, in
Melbourne, Hong Kong, Bangkok, To-
kyo, London, New York, Paris, Buenos
Aiires, Rio, or any part of the globe, I am
in a modern city on the same general
pattern. Suddenly, it has become ONE
wORLD. There is not much difference
today in all parts of the world.

So if I'were to “play God,” I do, as it
were, look down from heaven and see
what has happened to this earth.

And what do I see? I see a sickening
sight. I see a “progress” in reverse — a
“progress” that has polluted the air, the
water, the soil —.yes, and as former
Prime Minister Eisaku Sato-of Japan
said to me, polluted human minds! 1 see
a civilization that has reduced rainfall
by robbing the forests without adequate
reforestation, robbed the earth of its raw
materials, robbed the soil of its life cy-
cles — a civilization that is sickly and
diseased, governments, businesses and
industries that are corrupt, a crime-rid-
den society, governments of man’s de-
vising, nations that try to kill off one
another in wars. Over half of the world’s
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The INGREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL...

The Missing Dimension in Knowledge

by Herbert W. Armstrong

Part V

OMETHING CAUSED the Creator God
to decide to create MAN on this
planet. Few indeed know what it was
and what is the PURPOSE for humanity’s
presence here. WHERE are we going, and
what is the way?

These are the most vital questions.
Yet science cannot give the answers. No
religion has the explanation. No univer-
sity teaches this most important. of all
knowledge.

Earth Not Originally
Populated by MAN

It came as an eye-opening surprise to
many readers to learn in PART IV that
originally this earth was populated by
angels — not by MAN.

In PART 1V, I took you back into pre-
history. 1 covered a most important,
little-understood phase of the “missing
dimension in knowledge” — the super-co-
lossal earth-wide cataclysm that led to
the creation of MAN!

From pre-history, as revealed in the
biblical record, I covered the original
creation of the vast heavens and this
earth, in perfection and glorious beauty.

Angels were in existence before the
creation of the earth. It could have been
many millions of years ago. The earth
was created at first to be the habitation
of angels. Angels are individually cre-
ated spirit beings, created immortal and
holy, superior to and more powerful
than man. However, the human poten-
tial, when attained, will elevate man
much higher than angels.

Most people know almost nothing
about God. To understand ourselves,
WHY we are, where we are going, and
how, we need to know more about our
Creator.

Our present life is like going on a
journey. Suppose you had just won a
prize — an all-expense-paid trip to some
other country. Wouldn’t you want to
know where you are going, how to get
there, and as many things as possible
about this trip? Should we not, then, be
even more excited with eager anticipa-
tion to know as much as possible about
this one great trip of life? And to know
that, you need to know some things
about the God who is sending you and
providing the way.

It is vital at this point, then, to know
this — as revealed in the Bible. The Eter-
nal God not only is Creator of all that is,
but is also RULER over all he creates and
also EDUCATOR. He reveals knowledge
basic and vital to know — knowledge
otherwise inaccessible to man. Yet man-
kind — generally — has rejected revela-
tion as a source of basic knowledge.

What God creates he maintains. What
he creates he creates for a PURPOSE. He
intends it to be put to use — a right use
that preserves and improves. This use,
maintenance and improvement is con-
trolled by the GOVERNMENT OF GOD.

This earth, originally, was intended to

Why did God create man on the earth? Was
humanity actually put on this planet for a PUR-
POSE? What is that purpose?

be the abode of a third of all the angels.
The angels, beholding the earth at its
creation, found it so beautiful and per-
fect they shouted spontaneously for Joy!
(Job 38:4-7.) It was to provide a glorious
opportunity for them. They were to
work it, produce from it, and preserve
and increase its beauty.

And whether or not it had been re-
vealed to the angels, it was a supreme
TRIAL AND TEST. It was to_be the PrROV-
ING GROUND of obedience to Gop’s
GOVERNMENT and their fitness to take
over and develop the millions of other
planets in the vast universe. For appar-
ently God had created the entire PHYSI-
CAL universe at the same time he
created the earth. The seventh word in
Genesis 1:1 should be translated “heav-
ens.”

Radioactive elements and the law of
radioactivity prove that there was a time
when MATTER did not exist. Gop is a
spirit. God is composed of spirit. God
was before ALL ELSE — the CREATOR of
all. Angels were created prior to the
earth. There is strong probability that
matter had never existed before the
original creation of the earth — that the
entire physical universe was brought into
being at that time.

So the angel potential was to take
over the entire universe — to produce,
build, and improve the billions of physi-
cal planets surrounding the uncountable
stars, many of which are suns. Our sun
in our solar system is merely an average-
size sun. Some which we see as stars are
actually many, many times larger than
our sun. Our solar system, vast beyond
the imagination of most minds, is only a
part of our galaxy, and there are many
galaxies! In other words, the physical
UNIVERSE which the mighty God created
is vast beyond imagination! How GREAT
is the GREAT Gobp!

But God may not have yet fully re-
vealed this awesome potential to the an-
gels, for one third of them set out to take
it from him by force, without first quali-
fying.

For this far-reaching purpose, God es-
tablished his GOVERNMENT on earth over
them. Administration of the GOVERN-
MENT OF GOD over this globe was dele-
gated to the super archangel — the great
cherub Lucifer. His very name means
“shining star of the dawn” or “bringer of
light.”

Lucifer was the supreme masterpiece
it was possible for even the great God to
create as an individually created being.
The Bible reveals the existence of just
two others of the same rank — Michael
and Gabriel.

Bear in mind that even the holy an-

gels and archangels — including this su-
per cherub Lucifer — of necessity were
endowed with ability to think, to reason,
to form attitudes, and to make choices
and decisions.

God started this Lucifer out with
everything going for him. He sealed up
the sum of wisdom, beauty and per-
fection. He was PERFECT in all his ways
from the instant he was created UNTIL
(Ezekiel 28:15) mNIQuiTY — rebellion,
lawlessness — was found in him.

He had been trained and was thor-
oughly experienced in administration of
the GOVERNMENT OF GoD at the very
throne of the endless UNIVERSE! He was
one of the two cherubs whose wings cov-
ered the throne of God the mMosT high
(Ezek. 28:14, Ex. 25:20).

He was created gloriously beautiful —
perfect in beauty, but he allowed vanity
to seize him. Then he turned to er-
roneous reasoning. God’s LAW — the
basis of God’s government — is the way
of LOVE — outgoing concern for the good
and welfare of others, love toward God
in obedience, humility, and worship —
the way. of giving, sharing, helping, co-
operating. He reasoned that competition
would be better than cooperation. It
would be an incentive to excel, to try
harder, to accomplish. There would be
more pleasure in serving SELF and more
enjoyment.

He turned against God’s law.of LOVE.
He became jealous of God, envious, and
resentful against God. He allowed lust
and greed to fill him, and he became bit-
ter. This inspired a spirit of violence! He
deliberately became his Maker’s adver-
sary and enemy.

God changed his NAME to what he be-
came, SATAN the DEVIL — which means
adversary, competitor, enemy.

He directed his supernatural powers
henceforth to EvIL. He became bitter not
only against God, but against God’s
LAw. He became subtle and used his
subtle wiles of deception to lead the an-
gels under him into disloyalty, rebellion,
and revolt against the Creator and fi-
nally into a wWAR of aggression and vio-
lence to attempt to depose God and
seize the throne of the UNIVERSE.

As long as Lucifer remained loyal and
administered the GOVERNMENT OF GoD
faithfully, this earth was filled with won-
derful and perfect PEACE. The angels
were vigorously HAPPY to the extent of
joY! The Law of God’s government is
THE WAY OF LIFE that CAUSES and pro-
duces peace, happiness, prosperity, and
well-being. Sin is the WAY OF LIFE that
has caused all existing EVILS.

The penalty of sin by the angels was
not death — for God had made them im-

mortal spirit beings who cannot die.
What God gave them was THIS EARTH as
their abode and opportunity to qualify
to possess and beautify the entire UNI-
VERSE.

Their penalty (they are still awaiting
final judgment up to now) was dis-
qualification — forfeiture of their grand
opportunity, perversion of mind, and a
colossal earthwide CATACLYSM of de-
struction wreaked upon this earth.

As a result, the earth came to the con-
dition briefly described in Genesis 1:2 —
(the Hebrew words “tohu and bohu”
here mean waste and empty, chaotic and
in extreme confusion) with water cov-
ering the whole face of the earth, in
deep darkness. Lucifer was created a
perfect bringer of LIGHT. Now he be-
came author of DARKNESS, error, con-
fusion, and evil.

So the rebellion of the angels that
sinned (II Pet. 2:4-6; Jude 6-7; Isa.
14:12-15; Ezek. 28:12-17) brought this
extreme cataclysm to the earth.

And in all probability it did more!

Whatever God creates is created in
perfect condition. I am unable to believe
that the other planets were created as
dead hulks of waste and empty DECAY —
like our moon. We do not yet know too
much about the other planets, but every
evidence so far indicates this same state
of decay.

We have already covered, in this se-
ries, the awesome, incredible POTENTIAL
OF MAN. Originally, this potential of
being put over the UNIVERSE was the po-
tential of the angels. But they became
disqualified.

I cannot believe God created our
moon and the planets in this state of
waste and decay. I believe the evidence
of what God does reveal strongly in-
dicates that the entire material universe
was created when the earth was still per-
fect and beautiful. As just stated, God is
NOT the author of waste, decay, and de-
struction, but Satan is. It seems, there-
fore, based on what is revealed, that a
similar cataclysm of destruction most
likely happened to the surface of our
moon and the planets at the time it hap-
pened to this earth! And all this was
caused by the rebellion of Lucifer and
his angels! But notice what God did
next.

In Psalm 104:30, “Thou sendest forth
thy spirit, they are created: and thou re-
newest the face of the earth.”

Back, now to Genesis 1:2, “And the
earth was [became] without form and
void [Heb. tohu and bohu — chaotic, in
confusion, waste and empty]; And dark-
ness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters.”

God now RENEWED the face of the
earth, preparing it to become the abode
of MAN!

But WHY?
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Why God Created Man!

Here is a truth perhaps never before
understood by man!

Here is AWESOME TRUTH!

Look, now, at the situation as God
must haye seen and considered it. God
has given us minds /ike the mind of God
— only inferior and limited. God made
us in his image, after his likeness (form
and shape), only composed of matter in-
stead of spirit. But God says to us “Let
this MIND be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). We can learn to
think his thoughts after him. If we have
his spirit, we can learn to think, to some
degree, even as HE THINKS!

How must God have looked at this
situation after the colossal debacle of
Lucifer and the angels that sinned?

This LUCIFER was the supreme MAS-
TERPIECE of God’s creative power as a

single, separately created spirit being! *

He was created the most perfect in
beauty, mind, knowledge, power, in-
tellect and wisdom within the almighty
power of God to create in a being with
power to think, reason, make choices
and decisions on his own. God knew
that no higher, more perfect being could
be created.

Yet this superior being, trained and
experienced at the very throne of the
GOVERNMENT OF GOD over the universe,
had resorted to wrong reasoning and
made a diabolical decision. He worked
on the angels under him until he turned
their minds to rebellion also. This, in-
cidentally, might have taken Lucifer
millions of years. In all probability he
‘had to begin perverting the minds of his
angels one at a time, at first. He had to
make them feel dissatisfied, wronged by
God, and inject resentment and bitter-
ness into them.

When Lucifer allowed thoughts of
vanity, jealousy, envy, lust and greed,
then resentment and rebellion, to enter
and occupy his mind, SOMETHING HAP-
PENED TO HIS MIND! His mind became
perverted, distorted, twisted! His thinking
became warped. God gave him and the
angels control over their own minds.
They can never straighten them out —

never again think ranonally, honestly,'

rightly.

T have had a number of personal ex-
periences with demons through a few
demon-possessed people. I have cast out
a few through the name of Christ and
power of the holy spirit. Some demons
are silly, like spoiled children. Some are
crafty, sharp, shrewd, subtle. Some are
belligerent, some are sassy, some are sul-
len and morose. But all are perverted,
warped, twisted.

Look, now again at God’s overall su-
preme PURPOSE. 1t is to develop the
ENTIRE LIMITLESS PHYSICAL UNIVERSE
and to DEVELOP GODLY, PERFECT CHAR-
ACTER IN THE MILLIONS OF SPIRIT BEINGS
WHO SHALL DO THIS DEVELOPING!

That is THE AWESOME PUR-
POSE!

~ For this purPOSE, God created mil-
lions of angels — spirit beings composed
of spirit — holy angels. Then he created
the PHYSICAL UNIVERSE and this earth,
and he put angels here to develop this
earth, ruled by THE GOVERNMENT OF
Gop.

, But the king he set as ruler — LUCIFER
— rebelled, revolted, misled a third of all
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the angels, and 'THE GOVERNMENT OF
Gop no longer governed the earth.

God already had created the highest,
most perfect super angel. Lucifer was
the supreme masterpiece. If Lucifer and
his angels went wrong, there was no as-
surance the other two thirds would not.

As God surveyed this tragic cata-
clysm, he must have realized it left HIM-
SELF .as the ONLY BEING who will not
and CANNOT SIN! The only possible
ASSURANCE of accomplishing his great
PURPOSE was for him now fo reproduce
himself!

But let us answer another question be-
fore proceeding:

WHY is it iMpossIBLE for God to sin?
No greater power exists that will prevent
him — but God has simply by his own
power — supreme and above all power
— set himself that he will not!

What God saw was this. No being less
than God could be certainly relied upon
NEVER to sin, that is, NEVER to turn

against God’s Law. To fulfil his PURPOSE-

for the entire UNIVERSE, God saw that
nothing less than HIMSELF could be abso-
lutely relied upon to carry out his su-
PREME PURPOSE throughout the entire,
vast, endless UNIVERSE! _

The question might be raised: Could
not God have known, in advance, what
Lucifer and the angels under him would
do? Doesn’t God know EVERYTHING?
The answer is No. If God were to have
known in advance what choice they
would ‘make, he would have had to
FORCE them to make it — taken away

* from them power to think, to reason, to

have a choice, to make decisions. God
‘does not CHOOSE to know, in advance,
what you or I will be thmkmg, reason-

_ing, deciding tomorrow or in the future.

He gave these spirit beings, as he gives
us HUMAN beings, the power to think for
ourselves, to choose, to make decisions.
Otherwise we should be nothing more
than automatons, doing what we are
made to do. He simply did not choose to
know. His PURPOSE includes the devel-
opment of CHARACTER in his, created
beings. -

All that had happened caused God to
nOW CREATE THE MOST STUPENDOUS CRE-
ATION OF ALL — by REPRODUCING
HIMSELF!

Reproducing HIMSELF??

Now came the CROWNING PIN-
NACLE of even God’s unmatched cre-
ating POWER! Now came the very zenith
of all divine accomplishment! Now
came a project so incredulously transcen-
dently AWESOME it is hard for the human
mind t0 really grasp.

How could the great GOD — self-exis-
tent, before all else, CREATOR of all else,
reproduce HIMSELF into multiplied mil-
lions of others JUST LIKE HIMSELF — di-
vine, supreme in power, perfect in
character — each by his own choice per-
fectly like-minded with the Father, each
having so set himself that he caNNoT
SIN?

PART VI of this series will reveal
How God planned to carry out this in-
credibly AWESOME feat of reproducing
himself. In this PART V, I have shown
WHY God decided to create HUMANS
and put the human family here on earth.

. PART VI will explain what few, indeed,
have ever understood — HOW God

planned to REPRODUCE HIMSELF. O
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" by Stanley R. Rader

‘Solzhenitsyn and Détente

LOS ANGELES, July 13 — An amazing thing happened last week in Washing-
ton. Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the Nobel laureate in literature and the most widely
acclaimed anti-Communist writer in the world today, was visiting the United
States for speaking engagements in Washington and New York. While visiting
Washington, he.requested a meeting with President Ford at the White House,
but the President, acting through his press secretary, lamely excused himself from
such a meeting because of the press of business and other important White
House matters.

Yet during the same week President Ford did have the time to spend with
Pelé, the world renowned soccer player who has come back from a short-lived
retirement to sign a multimillion-dollar contract with a professional U.S. soccer
team. Pictures of President Ford with the soccer superstar were widely dissemi-
nated throughout the United States and the free world.

Because of the public outcry the presidential press secretary was finally
forced to concede that the President had deliberately failed to meet with Mr.
Solzhenitsyn because to do so might have displeased the Russians and hence
injured the delicate fabric of détente.

In October 1973, just two days before the outbreak of hostilities in the
Middle East between the Arabs and-the Israelis in what has become known as the
Holy Day War, former South Vietnamese President Thieu was telling Mr.
Armstrong and me in Saigon that the third. world war has been going on for
almost thirty years but that the United States and its allies have failed to
recognize this because the war did not have the conventional classic form of prior
world wars. President Thieu explained, however, that the Soviet Union had been
steadily and steadfastly fighting the third world war politically, ideologically,
economically and militarily — but by proxy in the last instance. He asserted that
major hostilities, for example, could break out again at any time in the Middle-
East or in Vietnam and, in either case, others would be doing the Soviet bidding
and fighting.

Last week during his two addresses in the United States, Mr. Solzhenitsyn
differed from President Thieu in perhaps only one sense. The exiled Russian
author seemed to suggest that the third world war had already been fought and
lost by the United States and its democratic allies.

Perhaps President Thieu and Mr. Solzhenitsyn are both right, but certainly
our own President Ford has demonstrated that something is seriously wrong with
the attitude of the White House (and that’s the position of the United States)
toward détente. The Russians, on the other hand, do not seem to be confused or
deluded at all. Détente means to them merely a period during which direct
confrontation between the two major superpowers is assiduously avoidéd, but all
else is done; short of the ultimate provocative act, to continue the worldwide

‘struggle for supremacy on an ever increasing scale.

In the United States, in the meantime, there is apparently deep-seated fear
that almost anything might disturb the delicate fabric of détente. Nothing
demonstrates more clearly than President Ford’s timidity with respect to the |
proposed meeting between him and Mr. Solzhenitsyn. And yet, President Ford in
his recent visit to Europe, which included his meeting in Salzburg with President
Sadat of Egypt and all of the NATO allies in Brussels, reasserted U.S. determina-
tion to lead the free world and to honor its obligations wherever they may be.

Surely something must be done to avoid such'a public display of presidential
weakness or presidential fear or presidential unwillingness to do anything that
might displease the Russians. Everyone will agree that we must’avoid a major,
conflict between the two superpowers because such a conflict would undoubtedly
involve the use of nuclear weapons on a scale sufficient to destroy civilization in
both the United States and the U.S.S.R. if not the rest of the world. But one
cannot help but ask whether the steady willingness to give and concede on issue
after issue with the Russians over the past thirty years (as so beautifully articu-
lated by Mr. Solzhenitsyn in his two public addresses in the United States) has
contributed to the survival of civilization as we know it, or whether it has merely
delayed the process by which the Western democracies will find themselves
totally submissive and completely under the yoke.of international communism as
directed from Moscow.

For more than forty years Plain Truth has been in total accord with Mr.
Solzhenitsyn in warning its readers-everywhere of the menace of worldwide
communism. Thus, one can-see that Plain Truth under the guidance of Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong has been in the vanguard of those who saw only too
clearly the danger that imperialistic communism would pose to the free world in
the aftermath of World War II. O
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PARTV

In previous installments we have covered the
FACTS — as they were from pagan times, as they
continued through medieval Christian repression, as
they are today under the “new morality.”

by Herbert W. Armstrong

ISTORY has been written — in un-
happy, frustrated marriages — in
licentious 1Mmorality today. But the
“new morality” is not solving the prob-
lem. Rather, the Western world has
leaped from the frying pan into the fire.
The more human leaders have
tampered with moral codes, social regu-
lations, forms of government, and inter-
national movements for peace, the
further they have plunged the world into
evils, wars and vi6lence, human misery

-and suffering. And the farther they have

driven humanity from mankind’s tran-
scendent potential.

There is — I repeat again and again —
a CAUSE for every effect. - g

And the cause? The MISSING DIMEN-
SION — the ‘basic, foundational. KNOWL-
EDGE — the true premise for all
texplanations, philosophies, and guid-
ance in conduct. And the WAY OF LIFE
that would cAusE all good.

Our first parents rejected revelation as
the starting point in knowledge and
human conduct. They rejected the Law

of God. All humanity has continued in .

that fatal error.

Through six thousand long and pain-
ful years the lesson has been written in
cruel EXPERIENCE.

Man is a physical being — but with a
spiritual attribute. And of .the whole
man, the MIND, with its spiritual at-
tribute and potential, is the all-important
factor. The body is merely the mecha-
nism or vehicle that the MIND directs
and uses. But how is MIND connected
with SEX?

Sex anatomy and sexual functioning
is connected directly with the mind
through the system of nerves. There can
be no use of sex apart from the mind.
Every bodily action is directed, con-
sciously or subconsciously, by the mind.

The human sexual response cannot
function unless profound . physiological
changes occur in the genital areas of
both sexes — and these changes are
physio-psychologically produced — ac-
tually generated in the mind.

And so it is that ATTITUDE is an all-im-
portant factor of sex and directly associ-
ated with its every function.

So-there are Two phases of any use of
sex — the one, of first importance, the
mental-spiritual phase; the other, physi-
cal.

Thus, as in almost every activity of
life, ATTITUDE is of prime importance.
Direction of mind!

Now let’s UNDERSTAND what is so fa-
tally wronNG with all this modern
knowledge of sex. In both the “old mo-
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rality” and the “new morality” of -this
world’s teachings and customs, 1GNO-
RANCE OF THE CREATOR’S INTENDED
PURPOSES and dissemination of evil
moral teachings has- poisoned human
minds and injected damage-causing AT-
TITUDES.

A mixture of half good food and half v

potassium cyanide will kill you as surely
as the dose of potassium cyanide alone!
Not all of the purely mental physical
knowledge published in this modern on-
slaught of sex books has been correct, by
any means. But even if the dissemina-
tion of the physical details, of itself, were
completely true, it is COMBINED, in every
case — whether in such a book or from
other sources — with a false and poi-

sSonous ATTITUDE OF MIND conceming»

sex PURPOSES and uses!

It thus becomes DEADLY MORAL AND
SPIRITUAL POISON. And today’s world is
gulping down the fatal dosage!

Today, knowledge of physical details
is abundantly available. Yet even
among books disseminating biolegical
information, I have not found a single
volume I would want to recommend: to
our radio listeners and Plain Truth read-
ers. And when physical information is
combined with a poisonous mental atti-
tude, it emphatically destroys moral pu-
rity-and character.

So WHERE NEXT? '

So, WHERE NOW?

WHERE, for the knowledge of RIGHT
PURPOSES and USES?

WHERE, for the supreme AUTHORITY
for morals? WHERE for the right arri-
tude?

In no field is the fact more positively
demonstrated that the WorDp oF Gob is
the FOUNDATION OF KNOWLEDGE than in
this area of sex! |

HOW, and from where, and when, did
sex originate?

And waY?

You shall see that there was great
PURPOSE — great MEANING behind the
origin of sex. There was intelligence, de-
sign, and wisdom in its planning. It was
CREATED by the all-intelligent, all-pow-
erful, all-HoLy Creator!

The answers are found in the Bible.
And the place to begin is at THE BEGIN-
NING!

Here is the beginning:

“In the beginning God created the
‘heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1, RSV).

WHO — WHAT IS God?

I have quoted that passage in the
English language. But when God in-

;

spired Moses to write it, originally, it
was written in the Hebrew language.
What I quoted is a translation from the
Hebrew. And in the Hebrew, the word —
or the NAME — translated into the
English name “God” was Elohim. That
is a uniplural noun. It is uni_Plural. like
such words as group, church, crowd, fam-
ily, or organization.

_ Take, for example, the word church.
You will read, in I Corinthians 12:20,

that the church is only ONE CHURCH - -

the “one body” yet composed of “many
members.” Even though it takes many
persons to constitute the church, it is not
many churches — it is only the onE
CHURCH!

A family is made up of more than one
person, yet only the one family.

And so, incredible as it may seem to
those who do not rightly and fully uN-
DERSTAND the Bible — and only an in-
finitesimal minority does — Gob is not
merely one person, nor even limited to a
“trinity,” but Gop is a FAMILY.

The doctrine of the trinity is false. It
was foisted upon the world at the Coun-
cil of Nicaea. It is the pagan Babylonish
trinity of Nimrod, Semiramis and Horus
— of father, mother and child — sub-
stituting the holy spirit for the mother,
Semiramis, and calling it a “person.”

God is a KINGDOM — the supreme di-
vine FAMILY which RULES the universe!
The whole GospeL Jesus brought to
mankind is, merely; the good news of
the KINGDOM OF Gob — and that king-
dom is God. It is a FAMILY — a RULING
divine family into which humans may
be born! :

It is vitally necessary that we UNDER-
STAND this truth — if we are to under-
stand the MEANING and PURPOSES of sex!

There isonly the ONE GOD! Because
of false teaching — including that of a
“trinity” — nearly all of us have been
reared from childhood to assume that
Gopb is one individual person. It is true
that one person — the Father — is head
of the family, but each person in the
God FaMILY is an individual divine per-
son.

Elohim is the divine FAMILY — only
ONE family, but more than one divine
person. Jesus Christ spoke of His divine
father-as Gop. Jesus said He was the
Son of Gop (as well as the Son of man).
Jesus is called Gop in Hebrews 1:8 and
elsewhere. All the holy angels are com-
manded to worship Jesus (Heb. 1:6;
Psalm 97:7, 1) — and none but Gop
may be worshipped!

In Genesis 1:26, Elohim said, “Let us
[not me] make man in our image.”

So the Eternal FATHER is a person and
is Gop. Jesus Christ is a different person
— and is Gop. They are two separate
and individual persons (Rev. 4:2; .5:1,
6-7). The Father is Supreme HEAD
of the God family — the Lawgiver.
Christ is the WorD — the divine Spokes-
man.

But when Jesus was begotten within

\/

His human mother Mary, He was not, as
all' other men, begotten of a human
father, ‘but of God, by the agency and
power of God’s spirit. He became — as a
human — the son of God. He called God
His FATHER. He prayed to His Father.
So we have a Father-and-Son relation-
ship. It is a FAMILY relationship!

But it goes further. Humans, in the
likeness of God, may receive the gift of
God’s HOLY SPIRIT (Acts 2:38-39).

This spirit emanates from the very
person — the spirit body of the Father. It
begets us with His very life — Gop life —
eternal life, on entering into us, precisely
as a human ovum is begotten with the
human father’s life when the sperm-cell
from his body impregnates the ovum.
But it is not a born human child until
nine months later — it is, thus far, only
begotten.

Those thus converted become the be-
gotten Sons of God — actually children
of God (Rom. 8:14-17).

But it is well at this point to make
clear the fact that none other is a son of
God. The widely believed “Fatherhood-
of-God ‘and Brotherhood-of-man” doc-
trine is, by scriptural authority, FALSE!

The Pharisees had said to Jesus,
“...we have one Father, even God.”
Jesus answered, “If God were your
Father, ye would love me. ... Ye are of
your father, the devil, and the lusts of
your father ye will do” (John 8:41-44).
In one of His parables, Jesus said,
“...the good seed are the children of
the kingdom; but the tares are the chil-
dren of the wicked one” — that is, chil-
dren of the devil. The apostle Paul-said

to a human sorcerer, “Thou child of the

devil...” (Acts 13:10). Again, “In this
the children of God are manifest, and
the children of the devil: whoever doeth
not righteousness js not of God,..”
(I John 3:10). One does not become a
son of Gob until begotten of God by re-
ceiving God’s holy spirit.

This brings up another significant
point and answers the question: Is abor-
tion murder? The human who is begot-
ten of God, but as yet un-BORN, is
already a cHILD of God (I John 3:1-2).
The begotten but unborn fetus is the
cHILD of its parents. To kill it is MUR-
DER! But the human who is born is the
child of his human father — but only
those begotten of God are children’ of
God. ) Ny

_Those thus begotten of God are bap-
tized into (that is, immersed into — put
into) God’s cHURCH (I Cor. 12:13).

The cHURCH is the affianced BRIDE, to
MARRY CHRIST at His glorious return to
earth (Eph. 5:25-27; Rev. 19:7). So we

- have the father-and-son relationship and

also the husband-and-wife relationship!
The cHURCH of God, now, is the be-
gotten family of God’s children as yet
unborn to spirit immortality. But, ‘at
Christ’s coming, when the begotten mor-
tal heirs become the spirit-composed
BORN inheritors of the. GOD KINGDOM,
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then (and not until) they shall have en-
tered into the KINGDOM OF Gob!

The KINGDOM of God, then, is merely
the GOD FAMILY as a RULING GOVERN-
MENT. y .

A KINGDOM is a government. God is
CREATOR. God is a FAMILY of divine
persons. God rules His entire vast, limit-
less creation. Gob Is A KINGDOM!

Jesus preached one gospel — one mies-
sage — the KINGDOM OF Gob. The world
rejected Him because it hated His mes-
sage. The world appropriated His name,
rejected His message, and proclaimed its
false gospel — merely abour Christ,
while rejecting His message about the
kingdom of God. That is why the world
with its churches, wallowing in the
moral cesspools of confusion, does not
understand about either SEX or THE
KINGDOM OF Gop!

Now let’s UNDERSTAND! Genesis 1:1:
In the beginning, ELOHIM — the KING-
DOM OF Gob — created the heavens and
the earth. And ELOHIM — the God FaM-
ILY — said, “Let us!” — not “let ME!”
Did you ever wonder why Gop said:
“Let us make man in OUR image”? God
is a FAMILY — a ruling KINGDOM. '

Notice! Understand! We speak of the
mineral kingdom, the plant kingdom,
the animal kingdom. Then there is the
human kingdom — for humans are nor
animals and did not descend from ani-
mals. There is, truly, a “missing link™!
But the “missing link” does not link man
to the dumb animals. The “missing link”

- is JEsUs CHRIST — the true link between

MaN and Gop — and through whom we
may be born into the GOD kingdom!

The First Man and Woman

Now consider the first man.

Adam was not born. He was created,
suddenly, a full-grown adult man. His
wife, Eve, was created, suddenly, a full-
grown adult woman.

But we must nof suppose that they
were created with a full storehouse of
knowledge implanted automatically in
their minds. Perhaps you never thought

* of it in this light before, but consider:

How did we, the adults of today, come
into possession of the knowledge we
have? We were not born with it. A new-
born babe knows nothing at birth. He is
born with a mind capable of absorbing
knowledge — a very little at first, but
cumulatively additive. Humans must be
taught — must learn. That is one of the
vital reasons why marriage and family
life ‘are necessary for humans, unlike

animals. Human babies start out very .

helpless. They need parental care, pro-
tection, teaching, training, and love.
They need the warmth and companion-
ship of family life.

What was the difference between

Adam, at the instant of his creation, and
a baby at the instant of birth?

Within a portion of a single day, an
ADULT MAN was miraculously created,

suddenly, out of the dust of the ground!

Adam was created with a MIND, as yer
unfilled with knowledge, but capable of
receiving knowledge, reasoning from it,
acting on it.

And it was a mind free from defect or
degeneration!
' What, then, was the difference be-
tween Adam at the instant of his cre-
ation and a baby at birth? He was

WEEK ENDING AUGUST 2, 1975

If the Creator designed
human sex anatomy
and stimuli, He did it
for definite purposes.
And God did not neglect
His responsibility of
revealing to that first
man and woman the
right purposes this
functioning within their
bodies and minds

was to serve.

started off as an adult — his mind had
adult capabilities — but he was as much
without knowledge, and therefore as
helpless, as a newborn babe! He was
created with adult capacity, but not with
adult knowledge!

The very first need of the first man and
the first woman was to be given essential
KNOWLEDGE! That is humanity’s first
need today, but humanity has rejected
that essential knowledge.

The Great Educator
And here enters a basic TRUTH long

+ ago forgotten by the world!

The Almighty is not only the Creator!
He is also the Great Educator! .
- The ETERNAL instructed the first man
and woman. And He instructed them
about sex! The Great Designer, Creator,
and Lawgiver revealed for mankind the
basic FOUNDATION OF ALL KNOWLEDGE!
From the time of our first parents that
foundation of necessary knowledge —
not otherwise - discoverable by man —
has been accessible. It is available today
in the Bible,

Yet our first parents rejected God’s
revelation of knowledge, rebelled
against God and His law for man’s wel-
fare! And their children have been re-
jecting and rebelling ever since!

Think of it! God the Creator is also
Ruler of all His vast creation. He is also
the Great and Supreme Educator for all
mankind.  Yet mankind rejects Him as
both Ruler and Educator — and most re-
ject Him as Creator!

Now consider! The very last act of
God’s creation by work, was the creation
of MaN. It was on the sixth day of that
first week. Earlier that sixth day God
had created catile, the other mammals,
the creeping animals. The creation of
Adam was the very final act of the work
of creation. That day, by God’s order,
ended at sunset. )

As that day’s sun set and the seventh
day of the week arrived, “God ended his
work which he had made” (Gen. 2:2).
Notice what God ended. Not creating!
He ended His work which He had made.
God did not end creating! Only His
work — those things made by work. Now
He created His sabbath by rest — not by
work! He blessed the sabbath day and
sanctified it — that is, set it apart from
other days as His, for holy use and pur-
pose. He established the sabbath as the
day for assembly and spiritual instruc-
tion. ;

Just as this first sabbath came on,
there was the man Adam — suddenly
formed, shaped, created as an adult MAN
needing instruction! And there, beside
him, was his wife and his Creator, ceas-
ing from the work phase of creation!
Did the Creator walk off or vanish out
of sight leaving the man and woman
helpless with empty minds, to stumble
and bungle around aimlessly into
trouble and harm?

Just as a newborn baby is helpless —
needing parents — needing to be taught
— knowing NOTHING at birth — so this

newly created couple were helpless, .

needing to be taught — knowing NOTH- )

ING at creation.

The record shows that the Eternal
God began speaking to the man — com-
municating knowledge — giving instruc-
tion.

It was on another sabbath day, some
4,000 years later, that Jesus preached
and instructed His followers. God is
consistent — never changing (Mal. 3:6;

'Heb. 13:8). As that first sabbath came

on, God set the example — teaching the

-gospel to the first man — giving that

man, so far sinless, HIs FELLOWSHIP on
His sabbath day! .

The “historic record says: ““And the
ETERNAL God took the man, and put
him into the garden of Eden to dress it
and to keep it. And the ETERNAL Gad
commanded the man, saying...”
(Gen. 2:15-16). The ETERNAL immedi-
ately began speaking to, TEACHING, IN-
STRUCTING, the man.

Understand, now, two points:
(1) Which person of the God kingdom
spoke to man; and (2) the brevity of this
record, as the very briefest SUMMARY.

WHO IS Yahweh?

It has been explained that in Gen-
esis 1:1 the word for “God” in the He-
brew — the language in which it
originally was written — is “ELOHIM” —
meaning more than one person forming
one Gop — the one God FAMILY or the
God KINGDOM — for GOD is a KINGDOM.

But now, when the historic account
first begins to record. the fact of God —
as an INDIVIDUAL — speaking to the man
He created, a new and different Hebrew
name is used. In Genesis 2:15 (and pre-
vious verses beginning verse 4) the

English words “Lorp God” (in the .

A.V) are translated from the Hebrew
Yahweh Elohim. The Hebrew Elohim al-
ready has been defined as a uniplural. It
is the plural of E, or Eloah, meaning the
uniplural Gop, Strength, Might, Deity.
But Yahweh is a name meaning the
Everliving, or the ETERNAL. There is no
one word in the English language that
translates it exactly. God always NAMES
things or people what they are. Actually
Yahweh means the Self-Existent, Ever-
living, Eternally Living Creating One.
Personally, in the English, I prefer the

_name “the ETERNAL” as most nearly

translating the Hebrew name.into mod-
ern idiom.

This is not the place for a long, techni-
cal, theological explanation. It would re-
quire a long chapter or more on the one
subject. But in many places in the New
Testament . you may find quotations
from the Old Testament referring to
Jesus Christ, where, on turning to the
Old Testament passage from which it is
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a citation, it speaks of Yahweh — trans-
lated as “the LorD” (in capital letters) in
the King James Version.

In other words — and you may write
in for a free article giving proof — the
“LorD” (Yahweh) of the Old Testament,
in nearly every case, is the Jesus Christ
of the New — but as He existed prior to
His birth as a human of the virgin Mary.

In John 1:1-3, this same personage is
spoken of as the Word — the Greek word
(the New Testament was originally writ-
ten in Greek) is Logos, meaning Word,
or Spokesman, or Revelatory Thought.
Jesus the Christ (Messiah) is, and always
has been, the individual person of the
Gop KINGDOM who is the Spokesman.
But He said that He had spoken nothing
of himself — the Father which sent Him
had instructed and commanded Him
what to say.

The FATHER of the God Family is the
HEAD — the Lawgiver — the Creator. Yet
He created everything by Jesus Christ
(Eph. 3:9). Christ carried out the
Father’s orders, by speaking, as the
Father had directed. In the creation,
““He spake, and it was done”
(Psalm 33:9; Gen. 1:3). The HOLY
SPIRIT is the POWER that produced what
He commanded (Gen. 1:2). Thus, in
John 1:3: “All things were made by: -
him” — by the Logos or Word, who is
Jesus Christ (verse 14).

The specific person of the Godhead
who spoke to Adam, then, was Yahweh
— the ETERNAL (often falsely translated
Jehovah) — who became Jesus Christ.

Genesis Hits High Spots

The second important point I wish to
stress at this juncture is the fact that
God has not seen fit to give us the full
details of all that was said and done in
these first few chapters of Genesis. The
inspired record, in these chapters, re-
veals to us only the briefest SUMMARY.

Yet this abbreviated account does
summarize what was said and done. It
does tell us that God, in and through the

- person of Christ, immediately began to

teach, instruct and command the first
man and woman. It hits the high spots.
And even though the record omits the
details, it spans the fields covered. Much
of the detailed instruction, therefore,
may be accurately filled in from other
parts of the Bible. :

What fields, then, did God cover, in
teaching our first parents?

He gave them all essential spiritual
truth. He revealed to them the TRUE Gos-
PEL. He revealed His spiritual law — His
way of LiFe. He revealed man’s tran-
scendent potential — the gift of ETERNAL
LIFE. And He also instructed them in all
necessary physical knowledge — in-
cluding knowledge of the marriage in-
stitution and of SEx. :

The two trees in the garden of Eden
Were SYMBOLS representing vitally im-*
portant truths. Actual literal trees
though they well may have been, they -
were symbolic, and of tremendous sig-
nificance. .

Notice! One of many trees in the gar-
den was “the TREE OF LIFE also in the
midst of the garden” (Gen. 2:9). This
tree symbglized God’s GIFT of the HOLY
SPIRIT. Freely God (in the person of
Christ) offered this supreme gift. “The
ETERNAL God commanded the man,
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saying, Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat: but....” — excluding
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil. ~

In other words, God offered him
FREELY His holy spirit!

“But,” continued God, “of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
(verses 16-17).

Here, in briefest condensation, we
find the teaching of the GospEL — that
“the wages of SIN is death; but the GIFT
of God is eternal life” (Rom. 6:23).

The Bible says all have sinned — and
Adam sinned first of all (Rom. 3:23;
5:12). God could not have allowed
Adam to sin without first having taught
Adam what sin is. The Bible definition
of sin is: “Sin is the transgression of the
law” (I John 3:4). And again, sin is the
conscious, knowing transgression, for “to
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth
it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17).
Adam knew about God’s law — for
Adam sINNED! Therefore, definitely,
God instructed- Adam and Eve about
His great basic spiritual law, God’s
WAY OF LIFE! And that instruction
was given immediately — of ity be-
- . fore they sinned!

On the physical plane, God instructed
them in regard to food (Gen. 1:29; 2:9).

And He also instructed them in re-
gard to SEX.

Original Sex Education

So here, once again, we begin at the
beginning:

“In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth. ... And God said,
Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness ... So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God created
he him; male and female created he
them. And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply, and replenish the earth... And
God saw everything that he had made,
and, behold, it was VERY GooD!”
(Gen. 1:1, 26, 27-28, 31.)

God made mankind male, and female.

God created sex in humans. And Gop
said it was VERY GOOD — not evil,
shameful, degrading, or sinful of itself.
Only wrong use becomes sinful.
- God created sex for use. Had He not
intended sex to be used, He would not
have designed -it. In the angel :family
God did not intend sex to be used — so
He did not design angels to be male and
female. Angels have no sex apparatus,
perform no sex function, and do not re-
produce.

If the Creator designed human sex
anatomy and set in motion human sex
stimuli and capacity for functioning, He
did it for definite PURPOSES: And God
most assuredly did not neglect His re-
sponsibility of revealing to that first man
and woman the right PURPOSES this
functioning within their bodies and

~ minds was to serve. The Genesis ac-
count, I repeat, is the briefest SUMMARY.
Yet the basic nature of the Creator’s
-original instruction is plain. And the full
details are brought out for mankind
through other portions of the Bible.

Creation Still Going On

Remember, before proceeding, God’s
overall PURPOSE for humanity. God
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said: “Let us make man in OUR IMAGE.”
Man, as previously stated, was created
physical, out of MATTER, in the likeness'
of God. But, as of now, man is merely
the raw CLAY, out of which the Master
Potter is — with man’s yielding — form-
ing and shaping the final IMAGE — the
spiritual CHARACTER of God.

CREATION IS STILL GOING ON! The
spiritual creation of righteous CHARAC-
TER. The New Testament reveals that,
once man has surrendered, repented of
his rebellious past and through Christ
been reconciled into contact with Gob,
he BECOMES A NEW CREATION
(I Cor. 5:17).

This creation of right spiritual CHAR-
ACTER in us demanded free moral
agency — that man must intelligently
CHOOSE the right as opposed to the
wrong — that he exercise free choice, de-
velop self-discipline.

God designed and created sex for
right, wholesome, and holy functions.
But, in the process of CHARACTER devel-
opment, God allows man, if man rebels
and so wills, to pollute, besmirch, befoul
and pervert that which God intended to
bring rich BLESSINGS. But wrong uses im-
pose CURSES!

God made His TRUTH available. God
instructed the first man and woman. He
commanded that they travel the RIGHT
ROAD. But they, and their children uni-
versally ever after them, rebelled and’
chose to travel the WRONG road — the
wAY that somehow seems better to a
man, but which leads him into pain, suf-
fering, sorrow and DEATH (Prov. 14:12;
16:25).

So God did instruct the first man and
woman in the intended right, whole-
some, happiness-| producmg, uplifting
PURPOSES of SEX!

In the passage quoted above, God
commanded sex to be used FOR REPRO-
pucTioN! He said, “Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth”
(Gen. 1:28).

SPECIAL Meaning of
HUMAN Reproduction

So one of the purposes of sex in
humans is reproduction.

But that is far, far, from the only pur-
pose, as we shall see later!

Now reproduction, merely as such, is,
of course, common to animals and
plants, as well as humans.

BuT, IN HUMANS, REPRODUCTION HAS
A SACRED AND GOD-PLANE MEANING
NOT APPLICABLE TO ANY OTHER KIND OF
LIFE! -

We shall see, later, that the birth of a

“human baby differs in striking manner

from that of animals. Animals are not
born to become the very HEIRs of God!

- In humans, there is TREMENDOUS,
AWE-INSPIRING MEANING and signifi-
cance to begettal and birth that is en-
tirely nonexistent with animals or
plants. And God intended — had man
been willing to heed God’s instruction —
that the very KNOWLEDGE of these deep
and wonderful MEANINGS should bring
man dynamic Joy!

So far as the purely physical functions
of the process are concerned, reproduc—
tion is the same in mammals as in
humans. That is a mere PHYSICAL pro-
cess. But there is deep, spiritually tran-

scendent MEANING in human begettal,
gestation, and birth that raises it to an
altogether and incomparably higher
plane than mere animal reproduction.

Human children are begotten through
sex. And that very begettal, period of
gestation, and birth of a human baby
gives us the very PICTURE of the spiritual
SALVATION and gift of eternal life made
possible through Jesus Christ!

This is another reason Satan seeks to
deceive his world regarding the pur-
poses and right attitude toward sex!

By this very BLINDING of the world to
Gop’s purposes of sex, Satan has HID-
DEN from his world the true KNOWL-
EDGE about GOD — that God is actually
a FAMILY — a divine KINGDOM into
which we may be born! He has HIDDEN
from the world the real TRUTH of SALVA-
TION — what it is, where it leads, how we
receive it!

This FALSE MORALITY — both the so-
called old and the so-called new — has
been a far more potent weapon for the
destruction of humanity than has been

realized!

How Reproduction Pictures
Spiritual Salvation

Now see and UNDERSTAND how
human reproduction pictures spiritual
SALVATION!

All human life comes from a tiny egg,
called an ovum, produced inside the
human mother. This ovum is about the
size of a pin point. Inside it, when highly
magnified, can be seen a small nucleus.
But this ovum has a very limited life, of
itself! Some doctors and scientists be-
lieve it has a life of some 24 hours, un-

" less fertilized by a sperm from a male.

But human life may be imparted to it
by a sperm cell produced in the body of
the human father. The sperm cell is the
smallest cell in the human body — about
one fiftieth the size of the ovum. The
sperm — technically named a spermato-
zoon (plural, spermatozoa) — on enter-
ing an ovum, finds its way to and joins
with the nucleus. This imparts life —
physical human life — to the ovum.

But it is not yet a born human being.
Human life has merely been begorren.
For the first four months it is called an
embryo. After that, until birth it is called
a fetus. This human life starts very small
— the size of a tiny pin point — and the
sperm that generates it is the smallest
cell in a human body!

Once begotten, it must be fed and
nourished by physical food from the
ground, through the mother. From this
physical nourishment it must grow, and
grow and GrRow — until physically large
enough to be born — after nine months.
As it grows, the physical organs and
characteristics gradually are formed.
Soon a spinal column forms. Then,
gradually, a body, a head, legs, arms. A

heart forms and begins to beat. Other .

internal organs form. Finally hair begins
to grow on the head, fingernails and toe-
nails develop — facial features gradually
shape up. By nine months the average
normal fetus has grown to a weight of
approximately six to nine pounds and is
ready to be born.

The Type of Spiritual
Salvation

Now notice carefully the astounding
comparison!

plaiin truth

First, understand briefly what spiri-
tual salvation is. Few professing Chris-
tians understand this.

God said, in the “forbidden fruit”
chapters of Genesis, that man is
WHOLLY composed of physical matter
from the ground (Genesis 2:7 and
3:19). Job said there is a spirit IN man
(Job 32:8). It is explained in
I Corinthians 2 that no man could have
HUMAN comprehension, knowledge and
intellect, but by “the spirit of man which
i$ IN him” (verse 11).

This spirit essence is NOT the man, but
something IN the wholly physical man. It
imparts the power of intellect to the
physical brain. It marks the vast, vast
difference between animal brain and
human MmiND. This spirit cannot see,
hear, or think. The physical brain sees,
through the eye, hears through the phys-
ical ear; thinks with the physical brain.
Yet this spirit acts as a computer, adding
to the brain the psychic and intellectual
power. Also it adds to MAN a_ spiritual
and moral faculty not possessed by animals.

The human’s LIFE, however, is not
supplied by this spirit. Human life is
merely a temporary PHYSICAL and
chemical existence, caused by the
breathing of air, the circulation of blood
by the heartbeats, and being fueled by
food and water. Man’s LIFE is mere tem-
porary physical chemical existence —
like thelife of an automobile engine, or
all vertebrates.

= To Be Born Again?

Remember, God told Adam and Eve
that for disobedience and stealing the
forbidden fruit they would SURELY DIE.
But God had offered them freely the gift
of eternal life, by choosing the “tree of
life.”

When they chose the forbidden fruit,
God drove them out of the garden, “lest
he put forth his hand, and take also of
the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”
(Gen: 3:22). ‘

But, through Christ, a repentant hu-
manity may yet receive God’s gift of
eternal life. To Nicodemus, Jesus ex-
plained: “Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Of course Nicodemus couldn’t quite
grasp that. He knew that he had been
born by being delivered from his
mother’s womb. He knew the difference
between being BORN ‘and being merely
BEGOTTEN — something few theologians
seem to know today.

Jesus explained: “That which is born

- of the flesh 1s FLESH: and that which is

born of the Spirit IS spIrIT” (John 3:3-
8). Man is MORTAL. Man came from THE
GROUND. He is FLESH — material flesh.
Jesus was not talking about another
physical birth — but He was talking
about a spiritual birth — when man shall
BE spirIT — be wholly composed of
SPIRIT. He shall then have been BORN of
Gop! God is spirit (John 4:24); man is
‘physical flesh.

A human has to be BEGOTTEN by his
human father. To be born again of the
spirit — of Gob — one must first be be-
gotten by the sPIRITUAL FATHER — Al-
mighty God.

The Amazing Comparison

Now see how HUMAN begettal, period
of gestation, and birth, is the astounding
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identical TYPE of spiritual salvation —

being BORN of God — being given ETER-
NAL LIFE in the kingdom of God — the

God FAMILY into which we may be-

BORN!

Each adult-human is, spiritually, an
“egg” or “ovum.” This spiritual “ovum”
has a very limited life span, of itself —
compared t0 ETERNAL LIFE — an average
of 70 years. But spiritual, divine immor-

tal life may be imparted fo it by the en-

trance into it of the HOLY 'sPIRIT, which
comes from the very person of Gop the
Father. This divine spirit of Gop im-
parts to us~also the divine nature
(Il Pet. 1:4). Heretofore we have had
only human, fleshly or carnal nature.

As the human sperm cell is the very
smallest of all human cells, even so,
many newly begotten Christians start
out with a very small measure of God’s
holy spirit. Many may still be, at first,
about 99.44% carnal! Apparently those
in the church of ‘God at Corinth were
(I Cor. 3:1-3). The apostle Paul said he
still had to feed them on the spiritual
milk — not yet adult spiritual “food.”

Now, as the physical male-sperm finds
its way to, and unites with the nucleus in
the ovum, so God’s spirit énters and
combines with the human MIND! There
is, as explained above, a spirit IN man.
This human spirit has combined with
the brain to form human MIND. God’s
spirit unites with, and witnesses with our
spirit that we are, now, the children of
.Gop (Rom. 8:16). And God’s holy
spirit, now combined with our human
spirit in our MIND, imparts to our mind
power to comprehend SPIRITUAL
KNOWLEDGE (I Cor. 2:11) — which the
carnal mind cannot grasp. .

Now we have the presence of ETERNAL
LIFE — God life — through God’s spirit,
but we are not yet immortal spirit beings
— not yet BORN of God — not yet inher-
itors, and possessors, but physical HEIRs
(Rom. 8:17). But IF God’s holy spirit
dwells in us, God will, at the resurrec-
tion, “quicken” to immortality our mor-
tal bodies BY His spirit that “dwelleth in

" us” (Rom. 8:11;1 Cor. 15:49-53).

Now see how the astonishing analogy
continues! )

As yet we are not born divine beings.
We are not yet composed of spirit, but of
physical matter. The divine life has

merely been begotten. This divine

CHARACTER starts so very small it ‘is
doubtful if much of it is in evidence —
except for the glow of that ecstasy of
spiritual “romance” which we may radi-
ate in that “first love” of conversion —
spiritually speaking. But so far as spiri-
tual KNOWLEDGE and developed spiri-
tual CHARACTER poes, there is not much,
as yet. :

The Spiritual Embryo

So now, once spiritually begotten, we
are merely a spiritual embryo. Now we
must be fed and nourished on sPIRITUAL
food! Jesus said man shall not live by
bread (physical food) alone, but by
EVERY WORD OF Gob (spiritual food)!
This we drink in from the BisLE! But we
drink in this spiritual knowledge and
character, also, through Personal, in-
timate, continuous contact with God
through PRAYER, and through Christian
fellowship with God’s children in His
church.
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Now the physical embryo and fetus is
fed physically through the mother.
God’s church is called Jerusalem above
“which is the MOTHER OF US ALL”
(Gal. 4:26).

Notice the exact parallel! The
CHURCH is the spiritual MOTHER of ITs
MEMBERS. God has set His called and
chosen ministers in” His Church to FEED
THE FLOCK — ““for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body [cHURCH] of
Christ: TILL we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-13).

It is the duty of Christ’s TRUE minis-
ters (and how scarce today!) to PROTECT
the begotten but yet unborn saints from
false doctrines, from false ministers.

The HUMAN mother carries her un-
born baby in that part of her body
where she can best PROTECT it from
physical harm; and that protection is
part of her function, as well as to nour-
ish the unborn child! Even so, the
CHURCH, through Christ’s ministers, in-
structs, teaches, counsels with, advises,
and PROTECTS from spiritual harm the
unborn members! What a WONDERFUL
picture is human reproduction of spiri-
tual SALVATION!

Continue further! As the physical
fetus must grow physically large enough
to be born, so the begotten Christian
must grow in grace, and in the knowl-
edge of Christ (II Peter 3:18) — must
overcome, must develop in spiritual
CHARACTER during this life, in order to
be BORN into the kingdom of Gop!

And as the physical fetus gradually,

one by one, develops the physical or- ]

gans, features, and characteristics, even
so the begotten Christian must gradu-
ally, continually, develop the SPIRITUAL
character — love, faith, patience, gentle-
ness, humility, kindness, temperance. He
must live by, and be a DOER of the Word
of God. He must develop the divine
CHARACTER!
Finally — Immortality!

Then in God’s due time — though the
man may die meanwhile — by a resur-
rection, or by instantaneous CHANGE to
immortality at Christ’s coming, he shall
be BORN of God — into the KINGDOM OF
Gop — because Gop is that kingdom!
He is no longer material flesh from the
ground, but composed of spirit, even as
God is a spirit (John 4:24).

How WONDERFUL is the TRUTH of
Gop!

Yet, by his dastardly perversion of sex
attitudes and purposes and the true sex
knowledge of Gop’s Word, Satan has
DECEIVED THE WORLD — has blinded hu-
manity to the fact that God IS this
KINGDOM Jesus proclaimed — and that
WE may be born as spirit individuals —
as part of that divine FAMILY — as part
of the Gop KINGDOM! -

How precious, pure and wholesome is
Gop’s TRUTH! And God designed SEx to
picture, and i physical manner, to KEEP
US CONSTANTLY IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF
His WONDERFUL PLAN OF SALVATION!

Let us, then, allow the living Saviour
to CLEAN UP our minds, and open them
to His TruTH!

plaiin trukh

NOW POSSIBLE..
EVEN MORE TERRIFYING
MASS DESTRUCTION

by Herbert W. Armstrong*

Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev re-
cently broke out in five-column front-
page news headlines urging a worldwide
ban on creation of NEW weapons of mass
destruction even more terrible than the
hydrogen bomb and other nuclear
weapons. Modern téchnology, in his
view, now has the power to create new
systems of mass destruction not yet cov-
ered in any international arms control
pact.

Just what is the real significance of the
Brezhnev proposal? -

Is the Soviet Union working on such a
new means of mass destruction? If so,
would Brezhnev come out with such a
proposal? Does he fear that the United
States, China, or some other power may.
be working on something of the kind?
Does he have secret information of such
activity? Or is he merely seeking head-
lines to boost his personal prestige as a
world leader?

In any event it would be foolishness to
assume the latter and simply shrug it off.
He might have in mind the strategic use
of the laser beam, but that is supposed
to be still ten years away.

This we kNow: The weapons already
exist that can blast all human life off this
planet. And it would be foolish to ignore
the prophecy of Jesus Christ about a
time of world trouble sO GREAT that,
unless supernatural power stops it short,

THAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS!

“there should no flesh be saved [alive]”
(Matthew 24:22). And millions in this
world are literally betting their lives on
whether the supernatural power they

- don’t believe exists does, after all, exist

and will intervene and save humanity
alive.

More and more it is becoming evident
that many world-famous scientists are
right in saying that humanity’s ONLY
CHANCE, now, is the formation of a
world supergovernment, ruling over all
nations, with power greater than any, or
any combination of military powers.
And at the same time, the possibility of
world leaders getting together and form-
ing such a WORLD GOVERNMENT is be-
coming more and more remote.

In a world with morals sinking more
and more, with homosexuality (sodomy)
gaining public acceptance rapidly,
maybe the whole earth might suffer the
fate of ancient Sodom and Gomotrah!

Perhaps we have not yet quite
reached the state mentioned in Matthew
24:21-22 — world trouble greater than
ever before — but we are approaching it
with increasing momentum.

NEVER before, until this generation,
was it even possible for one or two
human world leaders to set off the ex-
plosions that could erase all humankind
from this earth, «

You live in that world today. O

The“SDR”=
Future World
Supercurrency?

The vacuum created by the decline of
the dollar in the late sixties has not yet

been filled. The role of international re-_

serve currency has gone vacant since
the two. devaluations of the once-
almighty dollar. .

Since 1971, however, international
business has been a bit of a free for all,
The tremendous pressure of the billions
of sloshing petrodollars has painfully
underscored the need for a new inter-
national currency. ;

At the time of the dollar’s initial
devaluation in August 1971, no one paid
much attention to the one internationat
currency that already waited in the
wings. It had the unappealing name,
Special Drawing Rights, and the com-
mon abbreviation, SDR.

The SDR is only a bookkeeping entry,
worth about $1.20, on the books of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
but it is legal international tender for
buying imports and.selling exports.

The SDR is unique in that it is not the
coin of any realm. It is not minted by

politicians, although the IMF managers
are not without political clout. If the
SDR gains any further favor, this would
further swell the power of the IMF. Its
future caretakers could wield immense
power over international trade.

The problem with any world currency
then becomes a problem of world gov-
ernment. A world currency would-entail
great and potentially corrupting political
power for those who controlled it.

The totalitarian implications of any
such future world currency take on pro-
phetic overtones. Revelation 13:17
speaks of a future world superpower
with the ability to control economic
transactions to the point where “no man
might buy or sell.” '

While Bible scholars would point out
that the “mark of the beast” referred to
here is most likely not a currency as
such, the existence of such an inter-
national medium of exchange would at
least pave the way for the exercise of
this brutal economic power. .

SDR’s may not turn out.to be the
economic bulwark of the prophesied
biblical beast power, but the function
they serve could be. In any case, keep
your eye out for any European-based
world currency soon to replace the bat-.
tered old dollar. O

— Jeff Calkins
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