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PERSONAL FROM

What’s Wrong
With
Government?

eaders of the world, WAKE
UP!—or face human extinction! The world,
as 1985 comes upon us, is fraught with
troubles and evils seemingly past human
remedy. SURVIVAL is now our number one
problem!

It appears now that if weapons of mass
destruction do not soon erase mankind from the
earth, the population explosion will!

There has to be a cAUSE for every effect. Too
often people try to find solutions by dealing with
effects. But until cAUSES are removed, the effects
will not just go away. In the imperative search for
causes we find six major facets that have made
civilization what it is: government, business and
industry, science and technology, modern education,
organized labor, religion.

Where have these gone wrong?

Civilization is what its leaders have made it, and
education is the alma mater of the leaders. They are
largely what the educational system made them.

Education has succumbed to intellectual materialism.

Knowledge of the TRUE VALUES was jettisoned
somewhere along the way. Humanity’s problems are
spiritual in nature and a materialistic knowledge
cannot understand or solve them.

The United States has been concerned with a
presidential election. So we take, now, a quick
overview of government. What has government

contributed either to the cause or the solution of
present escalating evils?

Over the years I have been invited to personal
conferences with numerous heads of state—kings,
emperors, presidents, prime ministers—and others
high in government under them, in many other
countries.

I have said often to them that there are only TWO
wAYS or philosophies of life, broadly speaking. And
these travel in opposite directions. One will produce
peace, universal prosperity and well-being. The other
will cAUSE precisely what we have in the world
today!

I simplify these two basic motivations so even a
child can understand. One is the way of
“GET "—the other the way of “GIVE.”

“GET” is the way of self-centeredness, vanity,
covetousness, envy, jealousy, hostility, resentment
of authority over one. “GIVE” is the way of
outflowing LovE—concern for the well-being of
neighbor equal to self-concern. It is the way of
helping, serving, sharing, of kindness,
consideration, goodwill.

GOVERNMENT is that organized authority over
the people to ensure by law and order to each
the freedoms and liberties that do not infringe on
the lawful rights and liberties of others.

But politicians govern in a world living the
“GeT” way of life. Government should produce
a contented, happy, peaceful and prosperous
society.

Politicians have grown up in this world addicted
to the way of “GET.” It would indeed be naive to
suppose they have not absorbed the “GET”
motivation. Nothing in their educational training
inculcated the “‘give’ incentive. So it is normal that
they have followed the old saying, “Jones pays the
freight, give Jones what he wants.”

Now Jones wants to “GET’’ from government.
And political candidates want to “GET” Jones’ votes.
But Jones is divided in many group votes. What one
faction may want to “GET” from government too
often collides with another. The candidate often
walks a tightrope, and to win both faction votes the
candidate sometimes succumbs to making promises
he can’t deliver.

If the public wants to

(Continued on page 42)

January 1985




Part Three: THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT CHILD REARING

REVIOUS installments in

this series revealed what

psychologists don’t know
about child rearing, what you
can do to build strong family
ties in the ’80s, and how to
grow healthy babies.

This installment takes you
through the five basics every
parent should know.

Do you know what they are?

Some parents practice none of
these basic rules — they in fact
aren’t rearing their children.
Others practice only two or three!

Love Your Children

No one needs and requires
_love more than do children.

" Parents can demonstrate
that love and concern daily, wheth-
er for a newborn or a youth just
turned 15.

Parents soon learn that physical
requirements vary with a child’s
age, but they often forget that love
is required continually. Affection,
attention, outgoing concern are key
ingredients in all relationships.
Children most assuredly shrivel up
and die inside—and sometimes lit-
erally, too—without these ingre-
dients of love.

Most parents believe they love
their children a great deal. Some,
however, knowingly or unknow-
ingly compete with their chil-
dren; others live their lives vicar-
iously through them. Others will
not let go of their children and
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allow
mature.

The needs of children are ever
changing. Love makes the growth
transitions possible.

Loving parents produce loving
children! A father who is overbear-
ing cannot expect affectionate sons
and daughters. The apostle Paul
cautioned: “Fathers, do not pro-
voke your children, lest they
become discouraged” (Col. 3:21,
Revised Standard Version).

When a mother yells at her son,
“You dummy! Why did
you do that?”’, she is not
only discouraging her son,
she is encouraging a broth-
er or sister to think of the
child in a disrespectful
manner.

Little babies and small
children require affection,
kisses, hugs and tender-
ness in order to grow and
develop at a normal rate.

The effect of love on
children—and adults,
too—is as important as
clothing and good food,
sunshine and fresh air all
put together.

Babies and children
must have constant affec-
tion and encouragement
to develop the right kind
of confidence and sense of
worth and the capacity to feel and
express affection themselves. Even
though this may seem obvious to
some, it is, sadly, one of the most
neglected areas of child rearing.

You parents must learn to hold,
kiss, cuddle and encourage not only

them to develop and

Five Basic Rules
of Parenting

your babies but your younger chil-
dren as well. The habit of touching,
hugging and physically expressing
affection to children is something
one should never outgrow! Yet how
many parents have been emotional-
ly crippled in this respect?

Men, especially in the United
States, too often have been taught
to be the strong, silent types. By
example and inference, males were
taught that it is not proper for he-
men to kiss and cuddle their young
children—especially their boys.

Perhaps we do not realize that for
centuries it has been customary for
countless millions of fathers in the
Middle East and in the Latin world
to kiss and embrace even their
grown sons on occasion!

You who are fathers and moth-
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ers should learn to regularly hug
and kiss your children. Take them
in your arms and hug them when
you have been away from them for
a while. Play with them, teach
them, read to them while they are
sitting on your lap, and then hug
them and kiss them again as you
put them to bed.

Tell them: “Daddy and Mommy
love you. We are proud of you. We
are very glad to have a little boy (or
girl) like you.”

With such love and encourage-
ment, your children will bloom
before your eyes. For your love and
assurance and the sense of security
it provides will nourish them as
surely as physical food.

And in doing all this, you will be
building a deep bond of affection
and trust that will make it much
easier for your children to want to
respond to your training and to
please you even when you are not
present to supervise them.

Always let your children know
that you will love them and try to
help them no matter what. You may
disapprove or even correct them for
the genuine mistakes they will cer-
tainly make. But that does NOT
change the underlying /ove and
affection you will always feel for
them.

But what is love? Many have
false concepts of love. They think
love is to let their child do whatever
he or she wants to do at the
moment. This is not love—it’s per-
missiveness, the antithesis of what
the Bible calls love.

“Love,” says God, “is the fulfill-
ing of the law” (Rom. 13:10).

Jesus said God’s law could be thus
summarized: * “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is
like it: “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself’ ”” (Matt. 22:37-39,
Revised Authorized Version).

Your relationship to God will
manifest itself to your children in
numerous ways. You will show love
and mercy, because God shows us
love and mercy.

Demonstrating respect for your
children is a basic quality of love.
Demonstrating that respect is
much easier when we realize that
children—and other persons—are
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members of the God-created
human family and are potentially
members of the God family. That
in turn helps children approach
others in a similar way.

Parents need to realize that love
does not negate firm discipline.
There is a right time to discipline
children. But parents should never
allow themselves to go on a yelling,
storming rampage. That is not disci-
pline. Nor does it show self-disci-
pline. Such wild, uncontrolled
parental emotion will only produce
disrespect in a child for his or her
parents.

If you are to really love your
children, you must learn to know
them as individuals. When children
know that you understand their
feelings and wants, they are much
more willing to respond posi-
tively to discipline.

Nothing frustrates children
more than to be told to do some-
thing when they feel that parents
don’t understand. This does not
mean catering to a child’s demands
or whims. It simply means listening
so that children don’t feel you have
ignored their thoughts and feelings
when you use your authority. This
will lessen anger and resentment
that could come back to haunt you.

In-focus listening requires eye
contact, with physical
contact if appropriate.
Acknowledging that you
understand a child (even
if you disagree) is usually d
helpful. Many parents
mistakenly do not accept
the fact that a child may
have a different opinion.
Repeating a child’s
thoughts is a good way to
ensure mutual under-
standing.

We all lose our tempers
at times. When this hap-
pens don’t be afraid to
apologize after things
have calmed down. It is
possible to create a beau-
tiful thing out of a bad
experience. It’s amazing
how pleasant communications can
become when a family member is
big enough to apologize when
wrong. You are teaching your chil-
dren by example how to admit and
handle their own mistakes.

The times of warmness and

closeness that usually follow such
episodes are among those special
memories that children and parents
never forget.

Showing care and concern for
others is an additional value you
can demonstrate and encourage in
your children. Take an active inter-
est in your children’s activities and
their friends. Take time to play
with. your children.

Caring is also reflected in the fam-
ily members’ affection for each
other. Men who believe they should
show an unemotional image to their
children deceive themselves. Moms
and dads who take their children up
in their arms and express warm
affection are laying the foundation
for love, compassion and caring in
their children.

Set the Right Example

arental example is a criti-
cal factor in right child rear-
ing. Nothing renders a par-
ent’s efforts in child rearing more
ineffective than parental hypocrisy.
Children cannot be expected to
adopt standards their parents are
unwilling to practice. Children and
teenagers who smoke pot or take

drugs will often point to their par-
ents’ addiction to alcohol, tobacco or
prescription drugs. If children
observe one spouse verbally attack,
criticize or ridicule the other, they
are likely to think this is the appro-
priate way to respond.

The PLAIN TRUTH



Children learn from example
more than from words. They are
natural mimics. A child’s person-
ality often mirrors that of par-
ents. Mannerisms, habits, vo-
cabulary and opinions will
reflect those of the parents—
for better or for worse!

Learning takes place through the
five senses: seeing, hearing, smell-
ing, feeling, tasting. Example is
important in all aspects. The way
we learn is through repetition, per-
ception, association. Your children
learn from the whole range of
words you use, how you use them,
the attitudes you express, the situa-
tions you explore and the informa-
tion you share. Therefore, you
would do well to evaluate what
your example is teaching.

Take for instance a little boy and
girl observed fighting and scream-
ing at one another in the yard. The
girl’s mother came out to stop
them. She asked why they were
fighting. The explanation: “Oh, we
weren’t fighting; we were playing
family. He’s the father, and I'm the
mother.” We may smile, but it’s a
sad commentary on the condition
of many families these days.

Parents also need to set the right
example in providing for their chil-
dren’s needs. The children, after
all, did not ask to come into this
world. The parents, whether on
purpose or accidentally, produced
them. When a man and woman
embark on such a course, they are
obligating themselves to provide for
the child until the child is grown.

If anyone does not provide for his
own, including children, “he has
denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever” (I Tim. 5:8, RAV).

Basic provisions that children
need include wholesome, balanced
food; appropriate, quality clothing;
cheerful, well-kept living quarters;
proper education; and wholesome
entertainment.

Children will follow parents’
examples more than parents’
words.

Do you keep your word? Are you
obedient to God? Do you respect
law and those in authority? Do you
say nice things to other people’s
faces and then speak critically of
them in private? Do you claim to be
one thing in public and then do just
the opposite in private—even in
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your own home? You will be a suc-
cessful parent only if you are a
right example.

Take Time to Teach

} Some persons just slap
" their children because it is
so much easier than teach-
ing or training.

God instructs you to teach your
children. “And thou shalt teach
them [God’s commandments] dili-
gently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up”
(Deut. 6:7).

The Scriptures also
admonish, “Train up a
child in the way he should
posere U s (Rrove 2256,
RAV). Teach and train.
What’s the difference?
They’re similar but not
exactly the same. Teach-
ing involves gaining a
child’s undivided atten-
tion and taking time to
give instruction about
how to do something or
how to act in various situations.

Training, however, is repeatedly
and diligently guiding children to
apply what you have taught until it
becomes a part of their character.
Training may involve such simple
things as developing the habit of
being clean or of washing hands
before eating. It also involves devel-
oping the habit of respecting elders
and the property of others.

Teaching and training require
time, patience and repetition. Begin
by setting the right example. Show
principles and examples from the
Bible. Use your own experiences
and those of others to relate the
proper way. Children, remember,
learn by association. Often the best
time to instruct a child is when he
or she asks a question.

Most children, especially young
children, love to be read interesting
and exciting stories. Reading aloud
as little as 10 minutes a day from
sound educational materials more
than teaches specific facts. It stimu-

lates a young mind’s mental, intel-
lectual and language development.

Children need to be taught and
trained in positive skills—for exam-
ple, social and cultural manners.
They must be taught how to develop
their bodies and minds. Point out
the positive results of right actions
and the negative results of wrong
actions in language your children
will understand.

For example, children should be
warned about the tragedies of illicit
sex. Explain what is happening in
the world around us because of vio-

lating God’s law against adultery
and fornication.

Point out the toll that is being
reaped in unwanted pregnancies
and the epidemics of social dis-
eases. If the people now suffering
from these penalties would have
obeyed God, they would not have
the problem.

You can illustrate to your chil-
dren the bad results of smoking,
drug abuse, lying and stealing,
watching the wrong kind of movies,
reading the wrong kind of litera-
ture, listening to degrading music
and participating in the wrong
kinds of activities.

Children are not yet equipped to
make right decisions in these areas.
They need clear explanations and
continuous encouragement as they
learn to make right decisions. It is
your responsibility to know God’s
way well enough to be able to effec-
tively impart it to your children.

All of this training takes time—
lots of time. Try to spend time each
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day with your children. Talk to them,
teach them, get to know them and let
them get to know you.

Go places and do things with
your children. You can attend cul-
tural events or visit places of natu-
ral or man-made beauty. Teach
them to appreciate and enjoy the
finer things life has to offer. Go on
family outings or camp-outs. Such
activities will be memorable for
your children—and for you. They
will help to bind your family
together as a unit.

The necessity of parental in-
volvement cannot be overempha-
sized. Too many parents rely on
others to fulfill this God-given
responsibility.

Discipline Your Children

ou may have seen it—a
young mother, wrestling
with her small children.
She tries to be nice to them and
reason with them. She even tries to
bribe them with candy and other
treats if they would only ‘“be
good.”

But they seem to delight in
throwing tantrums and embarrass-
ing their mother in public. They
seem totally uncontrollable.

Part of that mother’s problem is
that she—along with millions of
other parents—has no definite plan
or program in rearing children.

Much of this comes from parents
having been led to believe that in
rearing children your choice has to
be either love or discipline.

That is utterly and tragically
wrong!

In truth, the correct approach to
child rearing involves both love AND
discipline. They go hand in hand.

If your little child keeps running
out in the street—laughing at you
because you either can’t or won’t dis-
cipline for this foolishness, you may
one day /ose your child under the
wheels of a passing automobile. And
all the permissive sociologists and
psychologists on earth won’t be able
to bring your child back to life! It
is important to teach the meaning
of “no” in advance of problems.

Little children, for their own wel-
fare, must be taught to obey their
parents. In any number of dangerous
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situations, it could spell the differ-
ence between life and death.

God’s Word clearly admonishes
to correct and discipline our chil-
dren for wrong actions. However,
discipline involves not only appro-
priate punishment for wrong
behavior but rewards for right
behavior (Prov. 22:15 and 29:15).

Unfortunately too many view dis-
cipline in a negative manner. They
have seen so much child abuse that
they reject the principle of proper
discipline altogether. They adopt,
instead, a destructively permissive
stance in respect to their children’s
attitudes and actions.

Proper discipline for wrongdoing
must never take the form of child
abuse! Discipline for wrong acts or
attitudes should never involve verbal
insults or degrading put-downs. It
also should never involve punching
or slapping in the face,
strapping with a heavy
belt, twisting arms, boxing
or pulling ears, pinching,
kicking, or hitting about
vital organs.

We speak out in the
loudest terms against an
adult losing his or her
temper and striking a
child in uncontrolled an-
ger or rage.

The word discipline
comes from a Latin word
that literally means in-
struction.” That instruc-
tion must begin at a very
young age.

A small sapling can
easily be trained to grow
in the right direction, but
once that sapling becomes
a mature tree, it is not
possible to change it. In a
similar way, children can
be trained when young, but there
comes a time when parents may no
longer be able to teach a child.

God’s instruction is ‘‘Chasten
your son while there is hope...”
(Prov. 19:18, RAV). And: “He who
spares his rod hates his son, but he
who loves him disciplines him
promptly” (Prov. 13:24, RAV).
Administering discipline appro-
priately and promptly is important.

While children are young, teach-
able and pliable, they can be
trained by proper instruction and
correction. This includes approba-

tion or reward for doing well, and
proper discipline for wrongdoing.

Here are six important points to
remember when administering dis-
cipline:

e Never cause injury to the
child.

e Discipline should be adminis-
tered in love, not anger.

* A spanking should only be
applied to the gluteus maximus—
the fatty area of the seat—nowhere
else. That is where one sits down.
Physical discipline should be just
painful enough to be effective.

e It should be done only in pri-
vate.

e Discipline, physical or other-
wise, should be applied promptly,
fairly and consistently, and be felt
if it is to be effective.

e [t should only be administered
after the parent explains to the
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child why the child is being cor-
rected. If a warning is given as a
child starts misbehaving, and disci-
pline is administered if the child
fails to heed, the child has the
chance to avoid the punishment
next time and so learn self-control,
and the parent’s word and warnings
are reinforced.

Never injure a child. Do NoT
lose your temper or strike the child
on or about the head or any vital
organ. But po spank hard enough
so that the child sincerely responds

(Continued on page 39)
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Parenting
(Continued from page 18)

and is sorry for his or her miscon-
duct. In some nations this biblical
admonition is forbidden by law and
parents will have to conduct them-
selves judiciously.

Then, after the worst of the cry-
ing subsides, take your child /ov-
ingly in your arms. Tell your child
you love him or her, that you had to
spank so that he would be a good
boy or that she would be a good
girl, and that you hope the child
will learn to do better and grow up
to be a fine, upright man or
woman.

When this is done correctly and
consistently, the child, about this
time, will be hugging you back,
realizing and agreeing that he or
she needed the spanking, and feel-
ing more secure in your love and
your genuine concern than before
the spanking. For you will have
broken through an emotional bar-
rier with your child by the kind of
proper discipline just described.

Somehow, after spankings are
done in love, children are enabled
to respond better to their parents in
a deep, trusting manner. They will
know from experience that when
their youthful tensions and self-will
are expressed in outward rebellion,
they get spanked.

But your child will see that
spankings are done in love and for
his or her good. That tensions lead-
ing to bad attitudes are actually
relieved by spanking and subse-
quent tears. And that you and your
child actually feel closer emotional-
ly after sharing this intimate, lov-
ing experience of helping a young
child get control of himself or her-
self and grow up.

As the properly reared child
grows into puberty and the teenage
years, spanking will be done less
and less. Your child will be
grounded early in his or her life—
that you the parent are in charge,
that discipline must and will be car-
ried out for the child’s good if
wrong attitudes or rebellious, dis-
respectful behavior occur.

Discipline can take many forms.
One of the most effective, especial-
ly for older children, is the with-
holding of privileges. Banning use
of television for a certain period,
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for example, or withdrawing per-
mission to play with a friend, to go
to a movie or to use the family
automobile can be effective.

In most cases it is better to with-
draw privileges for relatively short
periods (a few days or a week or
two depending on the age of the
child). Long periods—especially
with young children—are usually
ineffective. Giving children a
chance to have the privilege
reinstated by the correct behav-
ior can help underline the lesson
being learned.

Making a child of any age
realize the consequences of his
wrong action or attitude is a form
of punishment in itself. Suppose,
for example, a young boy throws a
rock and injures his little sister or
brother. The parent may then give
the offending child the opportunity
to ““care for” the wound.

Make him sit beside the injured
child and hold a cold cloth against
the wound. Or have him administer
the adhesive bandage. Let him
“suffer” (see I Corinthians 12:26)
with the injured child a little, and
he will soon feel remorse over what
he has done!

Children must be made to real-
ize that wrong actions hurt other
people. Undesirable conduct is
such because it hurts everyone
involved—including those who per-
petrate it.

Remember, too, that any cor-
rection should fit the infraction,
and that children vary in tempera-
ment and aptitude. Use wisdom
and discretion, and make sure all
disciplining is done out of proper
concern for the child.

Parents should always seek to
explain their actions to the child
who is receiving correction. A child
must be made to realize why he or
she is being disciplined. He or she
should understand the justice of
that correction. Don’t overdisci-
pline for a minor infraction. Don’t
underdiscipline for a major one.

Correction should be greater, for
example, for stubbornness, tan-
trums and wrong attitudes than for
careless oversight or an accident
that did not involve a wrong atti-
tude. And remember, discipline
should never be revenge! Vindictive
parents are ineffective.

Poor child rearing produces

maladjusted, unfulfilled, insecure
children. Proper child rearing
bears the good fruit of bright,
responsive, well-adjusted, happy
children. Remember, proper child
rearing is built upon the bedrock
of these critical principles: love
and open affection; right parental
example; intelligent, balanced
teaching; and effective, appropriate
discipline.

Accept Your Responsibility

How many parents today
know that God has ordained
government in the family
unit? How many know God holds
fathers responsible for properly lead-
ing, guiding and providing for their
families?

This husband-father leadership in
no way demeans a mother’s role.
Mothers often carry more of the
day-to-day load of teaching and
training of children, especially when
they are young. But God holds
fathers accountable to see to it that
the home is being guided by God’s
child-rearing instructions.

Of course, if a husband isn’t phys-
ically present because of death,
divorce or desertion, the mother has
to do the best job possible. A forth-
coming installment will cover
instructions for single parents.

God’s instructions on family gov-
ernment are clear. ‘“‘For the husband
is head of the wife, as also Christ is
head of the church.-. .. Therefore,
just as the church is subject to
Christ, so let the wives be to their
own husbands in everything” (Eph.
5:23-24, RAV).

That doesn’t mean a father can
rule his family in a dictatorial, self-
ish, inconsiderate manner. God’s
Word commands, “Husbands, love
your wives [and families, we could
add], even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it”
(Eph. 5:25).

Ephesians 6:4 also emphasizes
parental responsibilities: “And you,
fathers, do not provoke your children
to wrath, but bring them up in the
training and admonition of the
Lord” (RAV). How contrary to
today’s practices!

Next month we cover preschool
years as preparation for life. O
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the time—just ahead of us—when
a King of kings will rule with per-
fection, not just a handful of
nations, but the entirety of the
earth.

This King will rule with total
fairness, righteousness and power
(Isa. 11:3-5). Unlike human
beings he will never be tempted to
abuse his office. This coming gov-
ernment will not have to be based
upon compromise or checks and
balances, or the need to provide
““compensation for human na-
ture.”

This government is, in fact, the
government of Almighty God. It
is headed by the Supreme Creator
who has appointed Jesus Christ as
his Chief Executive. Its other
rulers will also have divine
nature.

The ruling Christ will be joined

in this future world government by
“kings and priests” (Rev. 5:10).
These individuals, through the very
power and Spirit of God, will have
overcome in their lifetimes their
prideful, selfish natures and have
become obedient to the will of God.
They will have qualified to exercise
“power over the nations” (Rev.
2:26).

And in this kingdom too, “my
servant David”—the ancient king
of Israel—will be resurrected to
high office (Ezek. 34:23, 24).

Christ himself will sit upon
“the throne of his father David”
(Luke 1:32), completing a re-
markable cycle of rulership that
has intimately involved the very
throne of the British Royal Fam-
ily for almost 3,000 years. Write
for editor in chief Herbert W.
Armstrong’s exciting book 7he

United States and Britain in
Prophecy to understand this
remarkable story.

In the world tomorrow, this
Royal Family of spirit beings will
extend the government of God out
from Jerusalem to encompass even-
tually every inhabited corner of the
earth. It will be the Crown and
chief executive power over all other
nations and kingdoms (Rev. 11:15).
As the British Crown does today on
a lesser scale, it will pass along its
experience and proven success from
one nation to the next, ““till He”—
the Messiah Jesus Christ—*has
established justice in the earth”
(Isa. 42:4, Revised Authorized
Version).

Even the glory of the British
Empire at its zenith of power will
pale into insignificance by compari-
son. O

PERSONAL
(Continued from page 1)

“GET” from government, we must
not suppose political candidates do
not covet power. So in government
we have the merry-go-round of
people trying to “GET” from gov-
ernment, and politicians using
every strategy to ““GET” or retain
power!

What, after all, has government
contributed to the present state of
society—the nation and the world?
Government has not corrected or
changed the human nature way of
“GET,” but operated with it. And
every evil dragging this sick world
toward cosmocide has been CAUSED

by the “GET” nature in MAN! We call
it human nature.

But we need government. The
alternative would be anarchy!

Governments of nations over the
world do work for PEACE—even
fight and war for PEACE! And we
still have wars. I know that the
responsibility of the chief office in
government weighs heavily on men
in such high office. I have talked
with many heads of state who
admit privately that they face prob-
lems beyond human power to
solve.

Some world leaders have said
humanity’s only hope lies in a sin-
gle WORLD government over all
nations, with only one military

force. Yet in the same breath they
admit the impossibility of man to
produce it.

An editorial some time ago in
U.S. News & World Report stated
it a different way—that it would
now seem the only hope for human
survival lies in the intervention of a
“strong hand from someplace™!

The Plain Truth announces,
believe it or not, both these solutions
will happen in our lifetime. MAN-
KIND won’t change human nature,
nor set up the world government—
doesn’t even have to believe it—BUT
IT WILL HAPPEN 70 US! And in this
generation we shall see a new
WORLD TOMORROW, with universal
well-being for all. O

Elderly?

(Continued from page 6)

anticipated life expectancy would
ever average 74 years. The system
initially seemed to work because
more workers paid in than retirees
withdrew. Now this has changed.

Many people today, believing
they will be supported by the wel-
fare-retirement programs, expect
the government to support them.
They are no longer regarded as a
safety net only for those in need.
These programs are looked upon as
a right.

Young people, believing parents
would be supported by welfare-
retirement programs, now expect
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governments to support their
elderly populations.

A recent example demonstrates
this point. One family committed
their slightly senile parent to an
old-age home. In order to avoid
payment the family members gave
false names and addresses so they
could not be traced. The parent—
who gave them life, who cared for
them, helped them when they were
sick, supported them when they
were young—is now left all alone.
“I have my own life to live” is the
selfish attitude.

God foretold this pathetic atti-
tude as a major trait for this age:
“But know this, that in the last
days perilous times will come: for

men will be lovers of themselves
. . . disobedient to parents” (II
Tim. 3:1-2).

Humans in their ignorance have
supplanted God’s command to
respect aged parents. ‘““You shall rise
before the gray headed and honor
the presence of an old man, and fear
your God: I am the Lord” (Lev.
19:32). God himself is, in fact,
revealed in the Bible as the “Ancient
of Days” in the book of Daniel.

Thankfully, God will soon super-
naturally intervene and establish
his government on this earth and
enforce his laws (Dan. 2:44-45).

The returned Jesus Christ will
rule the nations with mercy and with
justice for all (Isa. 61:1-3). O
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