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PREACH THE MEANING OF THE FESTIVALS

by Herbert W. Armstrong

Fellow Ministers, you who will speak at a Festival site, be
sure to bring out the following:

The MEANING of these Festivals is of supreme importance to
God's Church, to keep reminding us, year by year, of GOD'S MASTER
PLAN for the SPIRITUAL HARVEST of MAN.

God's creation of MAN is a DUAL creation. The physical stage
began with Adam -- the spiritual phase with Christ.

In Adam MAN cut himself off from God -- and God sentenced man
to be cut off from Him for 6,000 years —-- except the comparative
VERY few God called to special service in preparation for God's
KINGDOM. :

Man, since Adam, has been CUT OFF from contact with God, who,
only, has salvation and eternal life to give. Those called specially
by God are, on real repentance and faith, reconciled to God by the
shed blood of Christ, the Lamb of God.

God called prophets, and He called the children of Israel,
under Moses, to be His separate and peculiar nation. But God gave
His Holy Spirit ONLY to the prophets. God gave ancient Israel
SUBSTITUTE animal sacrifices, and also, as a SUBSTITUTE for His
Holy Spirit, He gave Israel physical rituals and a ceremonial law
through Moses. But animal sacrifices could not pay the penalty of
human sin -- they were only a reminder of sin. When the Holy Spirit
came, their substitute was abolished.

God's annual Festivals are built around the physical harvest in
the Holy land, as symbolic of His SPIRITUAL harvest of HUMANS.

The Passover pictures the first step in the spiritual phase of
Man's creation. Upon repentance granted by God to those He specially
calls, and their faith in Jesus Christ, their sins are remitted by
the blood of Christ, and they are thereby RECONCILED to God -- no
longer cut off! Jesus was slain on the Passover day.

The following seven days of unleavened bread -- when no leaven
may be eaten or found in our houses -- picture the putting of sin
out of our lives -- keeping God's commandments instead. There are
two annual Sabbaths -- on the first and seventh days of this Festival.
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The Feast of First-fruits, called Pentecost in the New Testament,
pictures the coming of the Holy Spirit -- which came on that day in
31 A.D. -- as the time -- between then and Christ's second coming --
as the comparatively small FIRST HARVEST in man's spiritual creation --
as it came at the time of the first agricultural harvest in Judea.

The Feast of TRUMPETS, coming on the first day of the seventh
month of God's sacred year, reminds us yearly of the coming of
Jesus Christ as KING of kings and LORD of lords, to rule and offer
eternal salvation to all nations -- ushering in the KINGDOM OF GOD --
which is the FAMILY of God ruling the earth.

The Day of ATONEMENT pictures the event making it possible for
humanity to be "AT-ONE~ment" with God, by the putting away of Satan.

Then the Feast of Tabernacles represents the glorious millennial
reign of Christ and BORN saints in the Kingdom of God, ruling all
nations. Satan will be gone. ALL then living will be called. The
first day of this seven-day Festival is an annual Holy Day.

The very following day is a separate Holy Day, picturing the
Great White Throne Judgment, after the thousand years. All who ever
lived and were uncalled shall then be resurrected MORTAL. They shall
then be called, with eternal salvation to those who repent, believe,
and receive God's Holy Spirit.

That COMPLETES the SPIRITUAL phase of God's creation of MAN --
reproducing Himself. After that shall come the final resurrection
of the incorrigible wicked who were called, but neglected, resisted,
or failed in being reconciled to God and developing the holy,
righteous character from God.

After that comes the GLORIOUS ETERNITY finishing the creation
of the vast UNIVERSE.

WHAT A GLORIOUS MASTER PLAN! You are here to imbibe a foretaste
of the peaceful, happy WORLD TOMORROW!

*x % * *x %

ANNOUNCING PLANS FOR RESTORING GOD'S COLLEGE TO
A FULL, FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTION

by Herbert W. Armstrong

EDITOR'S NOTE: Tuesday, September 19, Mr. Herbert Armstrong took

the Forum to speak to the students of Ambassador College. He re-
hearsed how Ambassador came to be founded for a definite purpose.

He explained once again that he is not against higher education, but
that there is something essentially wrong with the education of this
world. God's college, therefore, of necessity had to be different --

truly unique. Unlike other colleges, Ambassador College was designed
to "Recapture True Values."




Mr. Armstrong explained that in order to really understand the
purpose for Ambassador College, one needs to go right back to the
beginning. He reviewed how Lucifer rebelled against God and then
later wasted no time in the Garden of Eden. Adam cut himself off
from God and all of Adam's progeny has followed blindly in Satan's
ways. Man's mind, cut off from God and His Holy Spirit, is confined
to the physcial and the material. Thus higher education is based
100% on the carnality of human reason -- tempted and deceived by
Satan, the god of this world. Man's system of education is there-
fore cut off from knowledge of the spiritual things of God. The
huff and puff and vanity of this world's limited, physical, material
realms has no place in God's college.which is to be a bastion of
spiritual truth, true values and God's way of life in Satan's
darkened world.

Immediately following are excerpts from that part of Mr. Armstrong's
talk which deals specifically with his plans to make God's College
a four-year institution. Mr. Rader also spoke to the students for
a few minutes after Mr. Armstrong concluded his message, and so we
are also including his brief, but interesting comments.

£ % *

My son wanted accreditation. I didn't. He kept after me and
kept after me. I said, "This is God's college. It will not be if
we get accredited and if the world speaks well of us. God says,
'Woe be to you when the world thinks well of you.'" But he said,
"Dad, we can get accreditation and still keep this God's college."”
And he kept saying that and saying that. Finally I said, "Well, 1look,
if you can do it and keep this as God's college, okay." Now he says
to the public press I wanted accreditation. That is not true! I
never did want it. He wanted it. I finally acquiesced and let him go
ahead with it.

So they started loading this college with PhDs from other
universities who had all this very thing this college was created
to be different from, and to cast out and to see that it never crept
in. But it crept in and it came to the place where this was no
longer God's college.

Now this year I have had to start all over with one freshman
class, like we did in 1947 -- one freshman class. Now we're going
to teach you things that God revealed. That's what we're going to
teach and hope that it will make sense to you. If God does not open
your minds to understand it, I can't help that.

But we've had to start all over. You can't take something that
is ruined like this college was and turn it around with the professors
that were in here who didn't believe what we believe and didn't believe
what God believes and teaches, and who don't believe God. Maybe they
believe in God. That's something else again. That's believing there
is a personage. But believing God is believing what He says, and
obeying what He says.

God is back in this college and it is not like other colleges.

The way of life in this college .is different and going to stay
different.




Now we haven't been able to do it all at once. Perhaps some of
you students having come right from high school may still want to go
along with this world. But you have come to a college that is not
of this world, and is not going to be of this world: We're going to,
as far as possible, enforce God's way in this college. On the other
hand, we're not going to come to the place where you have to get
permission to go to the prayer room and someone keeps tabs on how
many minutes you spend in the prayer room, or where you have to get
permission if you need to go to the toilet. We're not going to
leglislate quite that far, if you know what I mean. But this is
going to be God's college. And we've had to restart it with the one
freshman class only.

The only reason I originally needed a college was that God had
called me into His Work. I was holding evangelistic campaigns up in
Oregon and Washington six nights a week and very often for six whole
weeks in a campaign. Some of them were shorter. But in every case,
God (well, shall I say in Bible language) gave me "fruit" -- there
were converts. And I baptized people. Now perhaps I baptized some
that weren't as thoroughly converted as I thought. Maybe I didn't
understand it as thoroughly then as I do now. Nevertheless, I felt
they were converted and they certainly accepted the truth. So I
tried to form them into little churches, but there was no local
minister to take care of these people. And not one of those churches
ever lasted more than about six weeks. Most of them didn't last that
long. I came to see that we had to have a school to train not only
ministers, but also to have an educated personnel for all of the
administrative jobs that were becoming necessary in a fast-growing
Work that has now grown worldwide -- a great worldwide Work.

Did you know that the sun never sets on the offices of this
Work? Somewhere there are men in our employ at all hours of the day
and night because where it's night here, it's day somewhere else
such as in the Philippines, in South Africa or in some other part of
the world where we have an office. It has grown into a very great
Work.

Now then, you are the "pioneer" students. And a whole lot of
what goes on from here depends on how well you students do this
year. If you still love the world, if you still love Satan's way,
and if you still want to go that way, you would probably get expelled
before the year is out anyway. And I mean business. Don't think I
don't now, because I tell you, I'm not pussyfooting around and kidding
any longer. On the other hand, we're not going to rule with such an
iron fist that we try to legislate character into you. You have to
develop your own character.

Here's what I want and what we will have, unless you students
want to go ahead in the wrong way. This would be just another
college like they have in the world if you won't yield yourself to
God's way. But this college is going to be built God's way unlike
any other college on earth -- totally unique. There is no college
on earth like this college.




Now then, I'm going to give you'a little shock. I'll tell you
what I have in mind, if you students do well.

Ambassador College started in 1947 with one class -- the
freshman class. In 1948, we added another freshman class, but the
freshman class of 1947 then became a sophomore class. The next year
we added another freshman class. Now we had three classes. And
the first students then became juniors. And then the next year
they became seniors. Then we added more. Starting out with only
four students, I was able to build a college God's way. Now we have
over a hundred of you that are freshmen this year and I don't know
whether we can do it or not. It depends on you. There are some
things I cannot force you to do. But there's one thing I can do.

I can close this college down 100%, completely!

Now one professor in the barbershop the other day told the
barber, "Well, if this thing doesn't go right, it can't be God's
college and Mr. Armstrong will close it." He continued, "Well, if
one man has the power to close the whole college, that is wrong."
You see, he had been educated in the colleges of this world where
no one man could have that power. Well, God has given me that power
and let me tell you, Jesus Christ has that power and delegates it
to me. I can close this college down. Now that isn't what I want
to do. So I'm going to show you what I hope we can do.

I hope that next year we can. add another class and you who are
now freshmen will then be sophomores. The year after that I hope
we can add another freshman class and we'll then have three classes
just like the college in the early years. I hope we go on till
this is a four-year college once again. But it must be 100% God's
college. And I'm determined that Satan is not going to be in this
college. If you want to go along with Satan, you have to get out to
be with Satan because he's not going to be in here.

Let me give you just a little outline of what I hope we will
be able to have in the way of possible courses. One is speech. We
need a speech course. One is journalism, but I tell you, the
journalism of this world is absolutely wrong. It will have to be the
kind of journalism that God has shown me. I know a lot of them don't
think I'm a very good writer, but when they write, nobody pays any
attention to what they write. They write and nobody answers. I write

and there are results. Now I think that's the proof of the pudding.
It's in the eating.

We need a course in home economics or domestic science. Now
we happer to have, I think, the best home ec teacher in the world
available to us. And we need a course in history, especially
connected with biblical history and with the prophecies of the Bible.
We need to get back to that once again. And we are well equipped with
those who can teach it from that point of view.

We need a course in international relations. And we happen to
have a' man here who understands the ways of God, who understands what
is wrong in the world, but who devotes his time to keeping up with
what is going on in the world -- as an observer, not a participant,



but an observer and who has the teletypes clicking away 24 hours

a day just like in any newspaper office or television news depart-
ments. We have the big three -- AP, UPI and Reuters. We have the
news coming in right here on campus just as quickly as any newspaper
does. We have a man, Gene Hogberg, who is a real genius in that, and
he understands God's way too. ’

Then we need a course in practical psychology, but one that's
totally different from the psychology they're teaching in this world's
universities. (I'm going to inspect that one myself, although I know
I can't teach it.) But if I can't get the right kind of a course and
someone that can teach it from God's point of view, we won't have
that, but I hope we can.

Then I want a course on a survey of the arts. But one that
looks at it from God's point of view. It should address what are
the arts in the world and how much of them is right in God's sight
and what is not.

Then we ought to have something on health, diet, and nutrition.
That's something that I would say very few know much about. A few
years ago, a doctor who was one of the pioneers of the local
church here in Pasadena said, "Well, we doctors have been so busy
curing people that are already sick, we haven't had any time to
study foods and diet or the causes of what makes them get sick in
the first place."

Well, now, for about the last ten or twelve years or so, doctors
have been studying diet and nutrition to some extent. My personal
view of it is they have not progressed very far. I don't know
of anybody who is an authority on it, frankly. And doctors still
don't generally believe in anything like fasting. And yet God has
put fasting as one of the things that He has taught us that we ought
to do. Jesus Christ did fast. Daniel and others fasted. (There
are two reasons, of course, for fasting. One is spiritual and the
other is physical.)

Now I want to start a chorale once again, and a music department.
We had a fine music department and I worked with that department
for many years. Then we need to teach basics in business and law.

We don't have physical education this year. We want to have it
again, but competition is one of the things that Satan introduced,
SO we are not going to have intercollegiate competition. I never
was for that in the first place, and until my son was taking over
and he wanted it, we didn't have it. That's out and it's going to
stay out.

Foreign languages: I don't think we will try to have a major
in Spanish or French or German, which will be the three languages
that we probably shall teach, as we have in the past. We're coming
to the place that we might even give consideration to Japanese too.
But in any event,. a minor in language should be available.

Then natural science: I have wanted the basic sciences taught
(such as physics and geology). We should make this field cover as much
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as a layman ought to know to be a well-educated person. But Ambassador
will not train on a major scale in the sciences.

We need something adequate on family relations, too.

Well, those are some of the courses that I am hoping to add and
that I want to see. That is what I am outlining for the future. If
you have not read one of the older catalogues get one and read the
Foundational Policy written by me (I don't think that's even been in
the catalog in the last year or so -- it came to the point they
didn't believe in anything that God believed in). I believe God
established these guidelines, but others wanted to take that educa-
tional philosophy out. Get one of the older catalogues containing
"the missing dimension in education." Read those things, if you
haven't done so already. I'm giving that as an assignment to you
students.

Now you're on trial -- just as man has been on trial, just as
angels were -- to see if Ambassador College can go on. You will have
to be the backbone. If we're going to have a college next year, you
have got to take the new freshmen in and steer them our way instead
of going that other way. Ambassador College will never go Satan's
way again, I promise you that. And if I find it tending to, I will
close it down.

Now here we have been recognized as the most beautiful campus
in the United States for two years running (which is the limit that
they've established). We have received the award for being the most
beautiful, best-landscaped, and best-maintained campus in the United
States of America. And I'll tell you, if they ever had such a thing
in England, we would have gotten that over there, too. I would say
that probably the second best is the campus in Big Sandy, Texas.

And some might even put it first because it's altogether different
from this and has many, many acres down there, whereas we're right
in the city here. We have a totally different setting over there.

I don't get to talk to you too often, but I'm going to try
to get here for these forums once in a while this year. These forums
were originally begun so I could talk to the students in order to
keep this God's type of college.

* * % % *




