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SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY PROJECT

by Herbert W. Armstrong

Recently I called a meeting of Messrs. McNair, Meredith, Apartian,
and Luker. I was shown in that meeting, for the first time, a leather-
bound copy of "Systematic Theology Project,” which I understand is
commonly referred to as the "STP."

I have found it necessary recently to reveal that many major
decisions, doctrinal alterations, and policy changes were being made
WITHOUT AUTHORITY -- in my absence -- and the knowledge of which was
kept deliberately from me. That is part of the reason making it
imperative that I step back into CONTROL!

I now find for the first time that the "STP" was presented at
the January Ministers' Conference. I addressed the conference on the
opening morning. But I had not yet regained full strength from the
heart failure of last August, and, BEING ASSURED BY MY SON THAT NO
DOCTRINAL CHANGES WOULD BE DISCUSSED OR PRESENTED at the Conference,
I returned to Tucson.

In my absence, utterly unknown to me, this "STP" was presented,
and represented as having my approval. Some ministers assumed the
very fact that I had addressed the opening session implied my approval.

I KNEW NOTHING WHATSOEVER ABOUT IT.

This "STP" is voluminous. My time these past weeks has been
occupied in much writing, and other actions to SET THE WORK BACK ON
THE TRACK of CHRIST'S HEADSHIP:

This has simply not allowed time to study carefully the contents
of this "STP." I have been informed, by those soundly instructed since
the earliest days of the college that, by and large, this "STP" is
sound in its doctrinal expositions. Yet a number of ERRONEOUS and UN-
AUTHORIZED doctrines are altered or changed, and MUST BE, as I can find

L time, CORRECTED!

. For example, in the section under "LAW OF GOD" I find the follow-
ing: :

"However, in fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy of magnifying the law
and making it honorable (Isa. 42:21) Christ instituted certain changes."”
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This is a flagrant mis-statement of fact and truth. The law
Christ magnified was the Spiritual law (Rom. 7:14) of the TEN COMMAND-
MENTS. In this Christ MADE NO CHANGES WHATSOEVER -- BUT HE DID MAGNIFY
IT -- that is expanded the intended MEANING and INTENT of the Law.

This "STP" continues: "Christ Himself specifically abrogated
certain statements in the law, in relation to swearing and to marriage."
This is FALSE and is NOT Worldwide Church of God doctrine. Instead of
abrogating the STATUTE law as to swearing, Jesus STRENGTHENED IT, say-
ing, "Swear not at all." He DID NOT "specifically abrogate" God's
spiritual law regarding marriage, but straightened out a special ruling
Moses allowed carnal Israelites in the wilderness, "because of the

hardness of their hearts." It was this special allowance of MOSES --
not the LAW OF GOD, spoken by His own voice to the entire Congregation
of Israel from Mt. Sinai -- that Christ referred to, setting it as

had God from the beginning. This unauthorized "STP" teaching is, in
this instance, an effort to follow the teachings of Protestant "higher

criticism” -- something full of errors and false teaching and NOT
accepted by this Church.
/

This is only an example of how the leaven of carnal "intellectual-
ism and "higher education" has been slyly, subtly, by Satan, introduced
into Ambassador College.

God Almighty brought me back from death, and has renewed my vital
powers to CAST OUT THIS SATANIC LEAVEN, and PUT AMBASSADOR COLLEGE
BACK ON THE TRACK ONCE AGAIN AS GOD'S COLLEGE!

p—

Those of this world's "rationalism," and "higher education," look
on Jesus Christ as a back-woods ignorant simpleton, whose teachings
were FOOLISHNESS, and YOUR BIBLE SAYS SO! But it also says that their

J erroneous "intellectualism"” is FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD.
A

— Jesus Christ, living HEAD of God's Church, used me as His instrument
in founding Ambassador College. It was UNIQUE in the world among educa-
tional institutions -- utterly unlike any other. It was GOD'S college!

But faculty members, educated and indoctrinated in the leaven of
secular "higher education," fought a desperate but losing battle with
me the first three years. They strove to make Ambassador a "rubber
stamp" of the colleges of Satan's world. I fought, bled and died in
this struggle to KEEP OUT this satanic leaven, and to make Ambassador
L~Fruly GOD'S college! And I SUCCEEDED -- with God's help:

But as the Work grew -- after we had reasonably well reached the
U.S., Canada, Britain, Western Europe, Australia and South Africa with
the true Gospel OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, the living CHRIST opened the
door to the Heads of State of many Gentile nations. Christ's Gospel
had been barred from entering those nations. Now, by winning favor
(which God gave me-in the eyes of kings, presidents, emperors and
prime ministers) at the very TOP of these nations, Christ OPENED THE .-
DOOR to carry HIS GOSPEL MESSAGE for the first time into -those populous
nations!

But while I was gone from Pasadena from 200 to 300 days a year,
WHERE CHRIST SENT ME, those I left in charge in Pasadena led those
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under them ~-- and God's college -- into forming and worshipping the
intellectual golden calf. When Moses had been called to be with God
up on Mt. Sinai, Moses left his brother Aaron in charge of the people.
Aaron led the people into IDOLATRY (Ex. 32:1-6).

History repeats. When our Lord Jesus Christ called me to carry
HIS GOSPEL into Asia, South-east Asia, Africa, South America and
parts of Europe, the one left in charge allowed the golden calf of
intellectualism and of this world's "higher education" to filter
into and leaven the entire college of the LIVING GOD:.

Brethren, I have returned to SMASH THAT GOLDEN CALF -- and root
that satanic leaven OUT of Ambassador College! If any of you wish to
LEAVE the Eternal Christ and HIS TRUTH and WAYS, and embrace this
carnal and secular golden calf, feel free to GO -- but GO OUT of
God's Church and HIS College!!

I find reports of men and women students even living together,
unmarried, off campus, while enrolled in Ambassador College. I hear
reports that at least three unmarried girl students have left college
due to pregnancy. Let me tell you, I AM FIGHTING MAD!! Jesus Christ
is EMPOWERING ME to cast Satan OUT OF HIS COLLEGE AND HIS CHURCH!

I am completely reorganizing Ambassador College. Some won't like
it. They are welcome to dislike, and to LEAVE!

In the college catalog for years appeared the following, under
caption: "The Missing Dimension in Education.”

It is generally recognized by educators that dangerous
evils have leavened the educational system. Curricula,
generally, have become wholly materialistic. Demands in
scientific, technological, industrial, commercial and
professional fields have put the emphasis on the purely
technical and intellectual, at sacrifice of spiritual,
moral, and cultural development; on curriculum rather
than on character; on earning a living, at the neglect
of learning how to live!

Universities have grown so large, students lose their
identity, moving along a huge, academic conveyor belt.
Personality development is sacrificed. Personal contact
between student and instructor becomes non-existent.

The most essential knowledge is the purpose and meaning

of life -- the true values as distinguished from the false
-- and THE WAY to peace, happiness, and abundant well-
being. But this basic and most important Dimension in
education is entirely missing from traditional curricula.

That missing dimension is being PUT BACK in Ambassador College.
I will fight to the death for it! I'm sorry if some will take
offense. But the time has come to STAND UP AND BE COUNTED.

If CHRIST is living HEAD of God's Church and College, then
FOLLOW CHRIST WITH ME. If not, then GO Satan's way, but leave all
pretense of being a member of God's Church or college!
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’ In this "STP" under "Organization and Purposes,"” I find, to my
incredulous amazement, the following, MADE BINDING ON GOD'S MINISTERS
-- (not by Christ or by me, but by those unauthorized.)

"...this recognition of need for refinement and the invitation
for criticism" (Satan's intellectual poison) "should not be mis-
interpreted. It does NOT mean" (emphasis mine) "that the doctrinal
statements, overviews and expositions included here can be followed
or ignored by ministers and members as they see fit....these papers
supercede individual opinions, out-of-print publications, articles
and booklets" (including some containing VITAL truths inspired by
Christ through His apostle), "and past teachings and earlier under-
standings."

This was a vicious and subtile attempt to nullify certain BASIC
TRUTHS God had inspired through His apostle, and to substitute the
UNAUTHORIZED academic leaven Satan managed to incorporate in this "STP."

It continued: "These papers are therefore authoritative in their
present form" (referring to the contents of the "STP").

Brethren, BY AUTHORITY OF THE LIVING CHRIST I HEREBY OFFICIALLY
MAKE THIS ENTIRE "STP" NULL AND VOID.

Ministers are now COMMANDED, by authority of Jesus Christ, to
remain FIRM on the teachings and truths God inspired through His apostle.

While it may be that some or even most of this "STP" is in confor-
mity to those original teachings, through God's apostle, some are not.
- Therefore I declare the entire "STP" null and void until up-dates or
authorized corrections, approved by me, can be produced.

.Much is said about "THE CHURCH" having power to bind and to loose.
That argument is based on Matthew 16:18-19. Read it in your own Bible.
TO WHOM did Christ give power to bind and to loose? NOT THE CHURCH
AS A COLLECTIVE VOTING BODY. God's government is from the TOP DOWN --
NOT democracy!

Note it: Jesus is speaking: "And I say unto thee, Thou art Peter,
and upon this Rock (Christ) I will build my church and the gates of
the grave shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee
(PETER, chief apostle, not the Church), the keys of the Kingdom of
heaven: whatsoever THOU (Peter, not the Church) shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever THOU (Peter) shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Brethren, I have not taken this responsibility lightly. The
apostle is NOT authorized to alter, change, bind or loose whatever he
personally desires -- but ONLY that which, with His knowledge of GOD'S
WORD, and the MIND of God, and God's attitudes and ways, WOULD BE
bound in heaven. o

In the 15th chapter of Acts, a disputed matter from the church
at Antioch was brought to the headquarters Church (because PETER WAS
THERE) for decision.
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Notice: "And the apostles and elders (not the whole church)
came together for to consider of the matter."

Now WHY did God vest this binding or loosing in the chief apostle
(or today the only apostle)? Even though only the other apostles then
in Jerusalem and the elders (ministers) were present, yet, "there had
been much disputing." These others were not in harmony as one voice.
GOD'S DECISIONS must come with a decisive and certain voice. There-
fore, "Peter rose up," and rendered the decisive and BINDING decision.
Because James was the Pastor of the Chruch at Jerusalem, as a matter
of protocol, James gave the official "sentence" -- which PETER had
decided and bound.

Brethren, Satan is far more clever and subtile than any of us,
and he has DECEIVED ALL NATIONS. God speaks with a decisive and
certain voice through the one HE has chosen, and used these many years
as His instrument.

I do not ask your permission -- I TELL YOU, as Christ leads me.

In Christ's name,

(Editor's note: Since all ordained ministers of the Worldwide Church
of God, whether in or out of our employ, have received a copy of the
Systematic Theology Project, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong requested that
they all receive this Pastor's Report.)

PERSONAL FROM H.W.A.

Surely God's Ministers do not spread rumors -- above all, false ones.

It has just come to my attention that a rumor has been circulating
implying that I do not have complete confidence in Mr. C. Wayne Cole.
I hasten to my typewriter to CORRECT THIS.

Let me state definitely:

1) I do have complete confidence in Mr. Cole, in his integrity,
sincerity and loyalty.

2) Now that I have recovered from the illness occasioned by heart
failure last August, I am back in the saddle. Contrary to reports
given by dissidents to the public press, nothing is going on at Head-
quarters behind my back. What is going on is precisely what I am
directing day by day and I am at all times fully aware of what is
transpiring in all departments. '

In every way GOD'S WORK is skyrocketing ahead now, as it has not in
a decade. There is NO DIVISION at Headquarters. There is NO DOUBT
of WHO is IN CHARGE. Jesus Christ is RUNNING THE WORK. He uses me
as His Apostle. We are now functioning as a UNIFIED TEAM -- all
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solidly together under this Leadership. Let's all REJOICE, and hold
up the hands carrying the chief administrative responsibilities in
the MOST IMPORTANT WORK ON EARTH!

~-Herbert W. Armstrong

Dear Ministers Worldwide,

I have always tried to express a sincere and genuine trust in the
ministry. Those of you who have been ministers for any length of time
will remember I have made statements on several occasions that I feel
part of the responsibility of the man who heads Pastoral Administra-
tion is to defend and support the fellows in the field ministry doing
their work of feeding, encouraging, serving and edifying the people
of God.

We all know that any minister "worth his salt" is going to be
criticized. We here in Pasadena are going to hear criticisms about
any and all of you, even as you will hear some about us. Occasionally
some offended, disgruntled member, perhaps very well-meaning, or maybe
one in a contentious spirit is going to write to us registering a
complaint about you.

When our time is fully spent dealing with people and people-
problems, interpersonal relationships, spiritual needs and the like,
there are going to be those who wish to backbite, malign, attack, be
offended, and openly criticize the minister. Some will feel you are
too strong and overpowering in your attitude toward them; some will

~say too weak. You are going to hear that you snubbed someone, or on
the other hand, you may hear that you spent too much time with certain
people and wore out your welcome. Naturally, everyone isn't going to
like every sermon you preach. So many things can happen, can be
talked about, can circulate about you, and often you won't even know
it.

Some of the best, most helpful advice I ever received was given
to me in early June 1954. On the evening before my wife Doris and I
left Pasadena to drive to Corpus Christi, Texas, to begin my first
ministerial assignment, Mr. Herbert Armstrong took me for a walk around
the campus. Like a caring father talking to his son, he said some-
thing very similar to the following: "Wayne, you are the kind of
person who likes to be liked by others. When people criticize you
and talk about you, it is very difficult for you to take. If you
become an effective minister you are going to be criticized openly,
unfairly. Your problem is going to be that of allowing this negative
comment to get you down, discourage you so much that you won't be of
any help to the many who need your services."

I have never forgotten that advice and still cherish it to this
day. Mr. Armstrong was 100% right. Attacks against me, criticism --
especially when unfounded and unwarranted -- are tough to take. But,
I've had to put up with my share of it.

I hope this explains what I mean when I say that part of the job
we have here at headquarters is to defend and support the ministry.
I sincerely try not to react to first hints of a negative nature
about a minister. When letters are received here concerning you, we



