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Personal from...

When Knowledge Doubles, So Do Troubles. Why?

am writing this “Personal” from the
very shadow of the Great Pyramid in
Egypt—on the outskirts of Cairo.

I was the principal speaker at a large
banquet held in my honor in Cairo night
before last. About 300 of the top-echelon
people of Egypt were present, and I am
waiting now for another private meeting,
accompanied by Mr. Stanley R. Rader, as
usual, with President Anwar el-Sadat.

At the speaker’s table at the banquet, on my left
was Dr. M. Abdel-Kader Hatem, chief assistant
and adviser to President Sadat. Dr. Hatem was the
prime minister when I first met him, some six
years ago. He ranks higher than that now, and
above cabinet members. It was nice to see him and
his family again. We became quite well acquainted
on former visits, and Mr. Rader and I visited Dr.
and Mrs. Hatem in their seaside vacation home on
the outskirts of Alexandria—where top officials
from Cairo usually spend the summers. Mrs.
Hatem sat on my right at the banquet, Mr. Rader
on Dr. Hatem’s left, and Mrs. Rader on Mrs.
Hatem’s right, with Mrs. Armstrong on Mr.
Rader’s left.

What I said to these leaders of this nation was
timely, and I will try to relay it on to you now. I
don’t have the recorded version to give it verbatim,
but I do have my notes before me, and this is
approximately what I said after being introduced
by Dr. Hatem and Mr. Rader:

“Ladies and gentlemen, good evening: Many
events have happened in this fast-moving world
since I last spoke in this same ballroom, some five
or more years ago.

“Despite efforts for peace in the Middle East
by your President Sadat, Prime Minister
[Menachem] Begin and President Carter, there
is a war on now between Iran and Iraq. In the
past five years governments of many nations

have been overthrown. The Soviet Union has
made inroads in Africa, and more recently in
Afghanistan. Poverty, illiteracy, crime are
growing—not diminishing. World troubles and
evils have escalated. Weapons of mass
destruction exist by which MAN CAN BLAST
MANKIND FROM OFF THIS EARTH! The whole
world tonight stands on the brink of human
extinction.

“But WHY? There has to be a CAUSE for every
effect. While humanity has been supposing we have
been ADVANCING—IMPROVING—we’ve been
bringing more and more evils upon ourselves—
more and more suffering and agony on PEOPLE!

“The whole world went along on a fairly even
keel, with little agricultural, mechanical and
industrial progress for almost 6,000 years.
Transportation was by foot, mule, camel back,
rowboat or sailboat. Communication was by written
letter carried the same way.

“Then, just over 500 years ago, the printing
press with movable type was invented. About
300 short years ago came the first beginnings of
modern science. This advancement of modern
science and technology is so recent that more
than 90 percent of all the world’s scientists WHO
EVER LIVED are alive today! I have lived just a
little longer than most of you, but I have seen
most of the world’s supposedly wonderful
advancements. In the brief span of my lifetime,
this world has passed with lightning speed past
the age of invention, the machine age, the major
developments in science and technology, the
nuclear age and the space age!

“The world thinks of it as wonderful
PROGRESS—ADVANCEMENT! The world’s fund of
KNOWLEDGE doubled in the decade of the ’60s, and
again in the ’70s—but in each decade the world’s
troubles and evils doubled also!

“WHY? Even if the increased knowledge did not
CAUSE the increased (Continued on page 42)
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Part Nine;

AVoice Cries

ut

Amid Religious
Confusion

How could the world have become so mixed up? Out of this spiritual wilderness, a voice cries out in
clarity and power, with the reassuring truth of the world’s only and sure hope!

by Herbert W. Armstrong

Editor’s note: We are printing here,
serially, the new book by Herbert W.
Armstrong with the same title as this
article. The book will appear later in
bookstores.

Chapter 7

Part Two:

WHAT AND WHY
THE CHURCH?

HE WESTERN WORLD

has taken the existence

of churches for granted.

WHY was the institution
of the church ever formed?
WHAT is its purpose? Such ques-
tions seem never to have occurred
to most.

In the average mind, a church
is a building with a steeple atop,
and a cross on its facade. Indeed
Webster defines it thus. People—
at least some—go to this building
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every Sunday morning to attend a
“worship service.”

But to many—and probably
most—the church plays no part
in their lives. Indeed God plays
no part in their lives. God is not
consciously in their world. Just
people, material things and inter-
ests. Of course, far back in the
subconscious recesses of many
minds may lie dormant the sup-
position that God exists. But He
does not seem REAL to them.

Yet the CHURCH, too, does
exist. But wHY? WHAT is it,
really? What PURPOSE does it
serve?

We have seen that there is,
indeed a PURPOSE being worked
out here below. Winston Church-
ill stated that before the United
States Congress. There is a REA-
SON for the presence of humanity
on the earth. And for the working
out of that PURPOSE there is a
MASTER PLAN. The CHURCH is an
important part of that plan.

Never lose sight of the setting
that led up to the raising up of the
Church. Keep in mind wHO and

WHAT God is—the Divine creat-
ing Family, now reproducing
Himself in man.

Pertinent to the purpose of the
Church is what happened upon
creation of that first man,
Adam.

Satan, the former cherub Luci-
fer, sitting on the throne of the
earth, had made the Government
of God inoperative. Yet, his rule
not lessened, he remained still on
that throne!

The first human followed the
way of Satan, rejecting the Gov-
ernment of God for himself and
for his posterity. The whole world
was to spring from him. On cut-
ting himself off from God, the

" Eternal made Adam’s decision

effective on Adam’s human race
UNTIL the restoration of God’s
Government over the earth. And
that meant a duration of 6,000
years—until the Second Coming
of Christ to restore that Govern-
ment. This severance from God
applied to all except the exceed-
ingly few God would specially
call to Him in preparation for the
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Kingdom of God, to rule earth
with the Government of God.

God did call and choose His
nation, Israel, but His Spirit was
unavailable to them, except for
their prophets.

This brings us to the time of
Jesus the Messiah and His found-
ing of the CHURCH.

But bear constantly in mind
God’s PURPOSE is the reproduc-
tion of Himself through MAN.
The physical creation of man
began with Adam. But the spiri-
tual re-creation of man began
with Jesus Christ.

At this point bear in mind
Satan is the most powerful being
next to Gop. He is the arch-
enemy of the GOVERNMENT OF
Gob! Yet to this day he still sits
on earth’s throne! He could not
be removed from that throne and
from the earth UNTIL a succes-
sor had qualified and been actual-
ly inducted into power on that
throne!

But wHy is that? Could not
God, in His supreme limitless
power, have simply removed Sa-
tan and sat “The WoRrD” (John
1:1-3) on that throne before He
became the human Christ?

He could not for Two vital
reasons:

1) God’s supreme PURPOSE is
to reproduce Himself through
MAN. And MAN the progenitor of
the human race had sold out to
Satan and like him rejected the
Government of God. To repro-
duce Himself through humans,
God had to sAVE humans from
that rebellion and its penalty.

2) God had established His
GOVERNMENT on earth. It is
based on God’s LaAws—and God
will not compromise a millionth
of an inch on His LAws. God, for
example, had power to forgive
humanity automatically without
requiring the PENALTY incurred
through sin to be pAID. But, rath-
er than that, God GAVE His only
begotten Son to pay that penalty
in our stead! And God’s LAW of
His Government required that
the throne He had set on earth
remain inviolate until a successor
had qualified and had been in-
ducted into power on that
throne.
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Bear in mind further: In order
for Christ to RESTORE God’s Gov-
ernment over the earth, He would
need with and under Him a qual-
ified and organized personnel of
GoD-BEINGs—all having rejected
Satan’s false way, and proved
loyalty to the Government and
righteous ways of Gob!

God’s CHURCH was designed in
His supreme Master Plan to pre-
pare that dedicated and organized
personnel of GOD-BEINGS. The
Church, then, became God’s in-
strumentality for His over-all
PURPOSE of REPRODUCING Him-
SELF!

The CHURCH was planned to
be God’s instrumentality for call-
ing human beings out of this

- world, and developing the begot-

ten and finally born FAMILY OF
Gop, which shall form the KiNG-
DOM OF GOD.

All this necessitated certain
vital steps—one at a time—in the
procedure of God’s supreme Mas-
ter Plan!

In the time sequence of God’s
Master Plan, we have seen there
are four important “UNTILS.”

1) Mankind as a whole would
remain CUT OFF from God UN-
TIL the Government of God is
restored at the Second Coming of
Christ. Satan will then be re-
moved.

2) The Gospel message an-
nouncing the future Kingdom of
God could not be proclaimed to
the world UNTIL the second
Adam had qualified to restore the
Government of God.

3) God’s CHURCH could not be
founded, and endued with His
Holy Spirit, UNTIL Jesus had
ascended and been glorified in
heaven.

4) Even then the Church could
not be born of God UNTIL
Christ’s return as KING of
kings.

And we might add a fifth “un-
TiL.”” All who died—mankind as a
whole—uncalled and therefore
unjudged (neither ‘“saved’ nor
“lost’’) prior to Christ’s return to
RULE shall not be resurrected for
their time of judgment UNTIL
after Christ’s millennial reign.
This will occur at the end of the
7,000 years of God’s Master Plan.

There is a vital reason for these
“UNTILS.”

But now in this chapter we
have come to the time of that
second “UNTIL.” Jesus had
come and qualified to proclaim
the prophetic Goop NEWS of the
future KINGDOM OF GOD.

So, once again, WHAT and WHY
is the CHURCH? The Church is
the called out (from this world)
begotten children of God. It is
the Body of Christ (I Corinthians
12:27; Ephesians 1:23). It is the
organized spiritual organism that
shall be the “Bride of Christ”—
after its resurrection to immortal-
ity. Then it shall be married to
Christ! It is the spiritual TEMPLE
to which Christ shall come at His
second appearing.

The Church could not be
actually founded UNTIL Jesus
had ascended and been glorified
(John 7:37-39). But in a sense
God began calling out some to
form the foundation of the
Church with Abraham and the
prophets of the Old Testament—
or even, perhaps with Abel,
Enoch and Noah (Ephesians
2:20).

And Jesus, immediately after
qualifying by overcoming Satan,
began calling out His future apos-
tles. They were to form, with the
prophets, the very FOUNDATION
of the Church, under Christ who
Himself is the real foundation
and HEAD of the Church (I Co-
rinthians 3:11, Ephesians 5:23).

The average person has no con-
ception whatever of the tremen-
dous, supreme supernatural
achievement Almighty God has
undertaken in REPRODUCING
HiMsELF—ultimately into billions
of spiritual Gobp BEINGS! Or of
the many-faceted stages of devel-
opment necessitated in this pinna-
cle of all divine accomplish-
ments!

God could not hurry. It re-
quired a Master Plan, which must
proceed a step at a time. It
required PATIENCE and never-
deviating determination on the
part of the Divine Creator!

Few UNDERSTAND this!

From a child only 5 years old
God put it in my mind and heart

(Continued on page 39)
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Voice Cries Out

(Continued from page 8)

to desire—to literally crave—
UNDERSTANDING! Solomon de-
sired wisdom and God gave him
wisdom above all who ever lived.

What, then, is the necessary
prerequisite to receiving UNDER-
STANDING? “A good understand-
ing have all they that do his
commandments’ (Psalm 111:10).
The one test commandment is the
fourth—keeping God’s Sabbath.
My conversion resulted from a
struggle to resist that command-
ment! But when a merciful God
conquered me—brought me to
surrender to Him on that point,
He revealed also the necessity of
observing His ANNUAL Sabbaths
and festivals. These picture the
seven major spiritual steps in the
great Master Plan. Through this
and other revealed knowledge of
the Holy Bible, God gave me
UNDERSTANDING of the working
out of His great PURPOSE! And
also the necessary part of His
CHURCH in fulfillment of that
glorious purpose!

After Adam’s rebellion, with
Satan still on earth’s throne, only
God could have known how grad-
ually, cautiously, a step at a time,
must be the procedure.

Such righteous men as Abel,
Enoch and Noah undoubtedly
were used to play some part in the
ultimate creation of the KING-
pOM OF Gob. But the Eternal
began laying the actual founda-
tion of that ultimate Gop FAMILY
through the patriarch Abraham.
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph formed
part of that prefoundation.

Then through Moses, God
raised up the nation Israel—
God’s first Congregation or
Church. That Old Covenant
Church was given God’s Govern-
ment, but NoT His Holy Spirit!
Israelites were not begotten to
become future Gobp BEINGS. Yet
ancient Israel fulfilled a necessary
part in God’s supreme program.

Nevertheless, during those
years, God continued to call and
prepare individual PROPHETS to
become part of the FOUNDATION
for His CHURCH.
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And WHAT, then, was to be
the CHURCH? As pictured by
the third of God’s annual Holy
Days (festivals) it was to provide
the FIRST ACTUAL HARVEST of
mortal humans being translated
into Spirit-composed Gop BE-
INGS! However, the CHURCH is
the BEGOTTEN (not yet born)
children of Gop. But the
CHURCH shall be the firstBORN
harvest (Christ being the forego-
ing Pioneer) at Christ’s coming in
POWER and GLORY!

Through the years from Abra-
ham until Christ, God had called
out of Satan’s world begotten and
prepared PROPHETS, as the pre-
liminary co-foundation of God’s
CHURCH! Jesus Himself is the
main Foundation.

During Jesus’ 3% year earthly
ministry, He called out, chose and
trained, to begin with, the second
co-foundation, His original 12
apostles.

During His human earthly
ministry, Jesus announced pub-
licly the future KINGDOM OF
Gop. He taught and trained His
apostles as He proceeded.

But He DID NOT CALL to salva-
tion the public to whom He
preached. He spoke to them fre-
quently in parables. And wHY in
parables? To cloud, to hide from
them the meaning (Matthew
13:10-16) which was given to His
chosen apostles to understand.

By the end of His earthly min-
istry, Jesus had completed prepa-
rations for founding His Church.
He had finished the Work He, as
a human had come to do. Then
He gave His life on the cross. He
took on Himself our human guilt
for our sins.

Understand, however, Christ
did NoT take on Himself Satan’s
primary share in all human sins.
Satan will continue to pay his
own penalty throughout all eter-
nity!

The FOUNDATION for the
Church of God had been laid.
Christ Himself is the Head and
chief cornerstone—the main
foundation. His apostles, with the
prophets, formed the remainder
of the foundation.

The apostles were chafing at
the bit to GET STARTED—to go

forth proclaiming the Gospel
Message. But God has wisely
used restraint, with patience, tak-
ing a proper step at a time. So
Jesus cautioned His apostles to
walTt! “Tarry ye,” He com-
manded (Luke 24:49), “in the
city of Jerusalem, UNTIL ye be
endued with power from on
high.”

Ten days later came the annual
Day of Pentecost, originally
named the Feast of First Fruits
(Numbers 28:26).

On that day the Holy Spirit
came! On that day THE CHURCH
WAS FOUNDED!

That day symbolized the very
firstfruits for God’s Kingdom.
God’s feast days picture God’s
spiritual harvest. The very first
portion of God’s spiritual harvest
of humans finally to be born of
God—made Gop BEINGS—is
THE CHURCH! That’s why even
those who shall be born into the
Kingdom of God at Christ’s
return starting with ancient
prophets are part of the CHURCH
oF Gob. Even prophets of Old
Testament times are part of the
FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH
(Ephesians 2:19-21).

All—prophets, apostles and
Church brethren in whom resides
the Holy Spirit—shall be resur-
rected and/or changed to immor-
tality at Christ’s coming in GLO-
RY and POWER!

Thus the WHOLE CHURCH con-
stitutes the very FIRST of all
humans who shall be finally BORN
AGAIN into the Kingdom of Gob.
They shall be Gop BEINGS!

How DECEIVED (Revelation
12:9) have been all those who
think they already have been
“born again.” The reader should
request our free booklet Just
What Do You Mean—Born
Again?

Now before proceeding fur-
ther, UNDERSTAND WHY only the
minute FEW have so far been
called to salvation—wHY the
world as a whole has been cut
OFF from God—wHY the world
has not been yet judged—wHY
neither “saved’ nor “lost”!

The first Adam fell before
Satan—cut himself and the world
off from God. Satan was still oN
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EARTH’S THRONE! He was dis-
qualified; he had rebelled—
Gop’s GOVERNMENT no longer
was operative. Yet Satan had NOT
BEEN REMOVED FROM THE POWER
OF THAT THRONE! He was ruling
with his satanic attitude of
“GET” instead of God’s law of
“GIVE.”

Adam made the choice for
himself and his children who
were to constitute the world (for
this world was destined to spring
from him). Adam had rebelled
against the Government of
Gop—cut the world off from
God’s impregnative GOD-LIFE
through God’s Holy Spirit—sold
out the world to SATAN!

Unless or UNTIL a son of
Adam could qualify where Adam
failed—could overcome and con-
quer SATAN—none could restore
Gobp’s GOVERNMENT—nRoONe
could be given eternal Gob-life!

The Supreme Master Plan for
working out GOD’S PURPOSE—
reproducing Himself—called for
the self-existing “WORD” to be
born of human flesh as a son of
Adam. But ALSO that plan
called for Him to be born as the
only begotten Son of Gob!

The Messiah, and He alone,
would be able to overcome and
conquer Satan—to QUALIFY to
replace Satan ON THE THRONE OF
THE EARTH! Only through Him
could the sons of Adam be recon-
ciled to Gop, receive God’s Spir-
it, become GOD’s sons—become
the Gop BEINGS by whom God
should have finally reproduced
Himself!

What a superb incredible Mas-
ter Plan for such a SUPREME PUR-
POSE! HOW GREAT IS THE ETER-
NAL GOD WHO DESIGNED IT!

This wonderful plan of God
therefore of necessity called for
the sons of Adam in general to be
NOT YET JUDGED! God left them
to their own devices—knowing
full well they would willingly and
willfully follow automatically Sa-
tan’s “GET” way.

But meanwhile they would not
be finally judged, but “reaping
what they sowed.” They would
live this sinful life, die, and God
would RESURRECT them in a spe-
cial resurrection to JUDGMENT in
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the end of the 7,000 years of the
Master Plan. Christ already hav-
ing atoned for their sins—Satan
having been removed—Christ
and the Kingdom of God having
restored the Government of God
over the earth—then they could
be CALLED to repentance, to
reconciliation to Gop, to becom-
ing, on their then free choice,
Gobp BEINGS!

And THAT’S WHY God has kept
the world as a whole CUT OFF
from Him even as their progeni-
tor Adam had cut off himself and
his human family.

As the apostle Paul was in-
spired to write, “I would not,
brethren, that ye should be igno-
rant of this mystery” (and it is a
mystery to the world) ‘“‘that
blindness” to these mysteries has
happened to this world—even to
its “Christian theologians”—UN-
TIL the Kingdom of God has
been established in rule of the
earth!

“For,” continues Paul, “as ye
[Christians] in times past have
not believed God, yet have now
obtained mercy through their
unbelief: even so have these also
now not believed, that through
your mercy they may also obtain
mercy. For Gop hath concluded
all in unbelief, that He may have
mercy UPON ALL!”

And at this point Paul shouted
out in writing, “O the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How un-
searchable are His judgments and
His ways past finding out!” (Ro-
mans 11:25, 30-32.)

True, the apostle wrote the
above concerning ISRAEL, and I
have applied it to all uncalled
humanity—but it is truly applica-
ble.

God called and prepared the
Old Testament prophets. He has
called and still calls and prepares
the CHURCH to overcome Sa-
tan—whereas those now blinded,
uncalled and cut off from God
have NoOT had to overcome Satan.
WHY? 2

WHY the CHURCH?

That we may QUALIFY to rule
wITH and UNDER CHRIST in the
Kingdom of God—that we may
prepare the way for the ULTIMATE

CALL AND SALVATION OF THE
WORLD!

At this point let me quote two
passages from the direct word of
Jesus, which apply ONLY to the
CHURCH:

To the .CHURCH, of this 20th
century Jesus says, “To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down
with my father in His throne”
(Revelation 3:21).

Then again to the CHURCH
Jesus says, “He that overcometh,
and keepeth my works unto the
end, to him will I give power over
the nations: and he shall rule
them with a rod of iron...”
(Revelation 2:26-27).

This explains the WHY of the
Church—its great PURPOSE.

But WHAT is the CHURCH—
HOW ORGANIZED—HOW does it
function?

God explains in I Corinthians
12 functions, offices, administra-
tions and their officers as Gop set
them in His Church.

“Now concerning spiritual
gifts, brethren, I would not have
you ignoraant. ... Now there are
diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. And there are differences
of administrations, but the same
Lord. And there are diversities of
operations, but it is the same God
which worketh all in all. ... But
all these worketh that one and
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every
man severally as he will. For as
the body is one and hath many
members, and all the members of
that one body, being many, ARE
ONE BODY: so also is Christ. For
by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free...” (I Corinthians
12:1, 4-6, 11-13).

Notice especially, there is only
the oNE CHURCH. Not MANY
churches. The CHURCH is not
divided. Divisions splintering off
are NOT STILL IN THE CHURCH. It
is the CHURCH that is to marry
Christ in the resurrection at His
coming—not disagreeing church-
es—not groups who have broken
off! That will become more ob-
vious as we continue.

So notice, too, the Church con-
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ducts VARIOUS OPERATIONS. For
these in the oNE Church there are
also various ADMINISTRATIONS oOr
executive departments, with an
executive manager over each de-
partment or operation (verses 4-
6). Remember an executive ad-
ministrator DOES NOT SET POLICY
OR PROCEDURES OR DOCTRINES.
He administers—he carries out
and directs—what has been al-
ready set from above.

The President of the United
States does NOT MAKE THE LAWS.
He administers the policies as
functions authorized by Con-
gress—enforces the laws made by
Congress. Administrators are set
in the Church merely to super-
vise, direct, execute the policies,
procedures, doctrines assigned to
them from above.

The oNE Church, undivided, is
emphasized again in verse 20:
“But now are they many mem-
bers, yet BUT ONE BODY’—ONE
UNDIVIDED CHURCH! Even Gop
is composed of more than one
Personage, yet but the ONE GOD!
Gop, remember is the Divine
Gop FamiLy. Those in the
Church are already begotten
sons—begotten members of that
Gop FamiLy. But not yet BORN
as Gop BEINGS!

Notice verse 25, “there should
be no schism in the body, but that
the members should have the
same care one for another.”

To administer these many op-
erations, God—mnot a vote of the
members—‘“hath set some in the
church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers.” Or,
as stated in more detail in Ephe-
sians 4:11 (Revised Standard
Version): “And His gifts were
that some should be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers.”

An apostle is “one sent forth”
with Christ’s Gospel message,
including the supervision of pro-
claiming that message to the
world by means and persons other
than himself. Also an apostle was
given supervision over all the
local congregations or churches
(I Corinthians 16:1, II Corin-
thians 11:28).

The prophets set in the founda-
tion of the Church are those of
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the Old Testament, whose writ-
ings were used to form a consid-
erable part of New Testament
and Gospel teaching and func-
tioning. The word prophesy is
often used in the sense of “to
preach, or proclaim.” So some of
the preachers might well be
termed ‘‘prophets’’—but no
prophets are mentioned as having
either administrative, executive
or preaching functions in the
New Testament Church.
Evangelists were leading minis-
ters, proclaiming the Gospel to
the public, even raising up local
churches and having supervision
over some churches under the
apostle. Therefore an evangelist
may hold executive functions un-

der the apostle in the Church

headquarters or Work today. An
evangelist is not necessarily sta-
tionary. Pastors are stationary

]
ee
The Church is the
spiritual Body of
Christ—not a secular or
worldly organization,
club or institution.
9

pastors over a local church or
contingent group of local church-
es. Then there were placed in the
Church teachers—not necessarily
preachers. Yet all ministers and
teachers are called elders in other
New Testament texts. Therefore,
in God’s Church today there are
both preaching and nonpreaching
elders. Preaching elders pastor
local churches. Then some elders,
not preaching, are called local
elders in the Church today.

Now further about CHURCH
ORGANIZATION.

The CHURCH is the spiritual
Body of Christ—not a secular or
worldly organization, club or in-
stitution. Yet it is HIGHLY ORGA-
NIZED. :

Notice how thoroughly orga-
nized: “Now, therefore, ye are no
more strangers and foreigners,
but fellowcitizens with the saints,
and of the household of God.”

Notice the Church is a FAMILY,
even as Gop is a Divine FaMi-
LY—*“the household of God.”

Continue, “And are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief corner stone, in
whom all the building’’—the
Church is a building “‘fitly
framed together” (WELL ORGA-
NI1ZED—all parts joined and func-
tioning together in harmony and
teamwork)—‘“groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord: in whom
ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the
Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22).

The Church also is to grow into
a HoLy TEMPLE—the spiritual
TEMPLE to which Christ shall
come—even as He came to a
material temple of stone and
metals and wood the first time.

Notice further: “. .. the head,
even Christ, from whom the
whole body fitly joined to-
gether’’—ORGANIZED—‘‘and
compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the
effectual working in the measure
of every part, maketh increase of
the body...” (Ephesians 4:15-
16). Compacted means knit to-
gether, compressed together, as
closely together as if welded
together. This shows ORGANIZED
UNITY, HARMONY!

Old Testament Israel, the
Church of the Old Testament,
was also a nation in the world—
though not of the world as God
organized it. Its GOVERNMENT
was HIERARCHICAL. It was Theo-
cratic Government—government
from the top down—the very
opposite of “democracy.”

The CHURCH is organized un-
der Theocratic Government, hier-
archical in form. The members do
not set officials in. the Church.
God sets EVEN THE LAY MEMBERS
in the Church (I Corinthians
12:18).

Jesus said explicitly, “NoO MAN
CAN come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw
him” (John 6:44). The world,
except for the specially called, is
CUT OFF from God!

We have just covered the truth
that Gobp set officials to serve on
the human level under Christ, in
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the Church. Members do not
elect them. Yet in the churches of
this world some believe in govern-
ment by the entire congrega-
tion—*‘‘democracy’’—and call
themselves ‘‘Congregational.”
Others have organized themselves
into government by ministers or
presbytery and call themselves
“Presbyterian.” Some follow
Luther and call themselves “Lu-
theran.” Some follow Wesley,
who was strong on “method,” and
call themselves ‘““Methodist.”
Some learned God’s truth about
baptizing and call their church
after the name of that one doc-
trine, ‘‘Baptist.”” One wanted
complete universal world domin-
ion, and called itself “Catholic,”
which means ‘“‘universal.” A
number, mostly smaller or “pen-
tecostal,”” saw God’s Church
named “the Church of God” 12
times in the New Testament, and
used that as their church name.

Yet none is truly the Church
ofF Gob, unless it is GoD’s
CHURCH, continuing in doctrine,
practice, organization, in all ways
on the original biblical pattern,
headed by Jesus Christ, yet
belonging to God the Father,
empowered by the Holy Spirit,
having Gob’s TRUTH, fulfilling
Christ’s commission of proclaim-
ing His coop NEWS of the KING-
poM OF GobD to the world as a
whole.

And there is only ONE such
Church!

And it CANNOT BE DIVIDED. It
remains ONE.

In I Corinthians 1, the apostle
Paul was inspired to command
that all in the Church ‘“‘SPEAK
THE SAME THING.” There must be
no division in what is believed,
taught or preached.

But what about all the many
organized churches labelled un-
der the category ‘“Christianity”—
some with millions of members?
They are all described in Revela-
tion 17:5: “Mystery, Babylon the
Great the mother of harlots and
abominations of the earth.”

Are they, then, evil?

Not consciously or knowingly,
necessarily. The world of humani-
ty has been cut OFF from God.
Satan is still on earth’s throne,
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next in power to Gop Himself!
And the whole world is DECEIVED
by Satan (Revelation 12:9).
Those deceived are not aware that
they are deceived. If so they
would not be deceived! They may
be ever so sincere in believing
they are right!

Are they condemned? By no
means! They are simply NOT YET
JUDGED—neither ‘‘lost’’ nor
“saved.” Few indeed realize the
magnitude of Satan’s power and
the extent of his DECEPTION!

It is SATAN who is evil and
diabolical. But he is an INVISIBLE
being and force—unseen and un-
recognized by mortal humans.

Satan is a great COUNTERFEIT-
ER! He appears as “an angel of
light” (I Corinthians 11:13-15).
And he has his counterfeit
CHURCHES! His ministers are de-
ceived by him into believing they
are “ministers of righteousness”
and of Christ (II Corinthians
11:15, Matthew 24:5). Yet they
have neither known nor preached
Jesus’ true Gospel of THE KING-
poM OF Gop (Matthew 24:14).
Nor do they comprehend what is
written in this book about the
CHURCH oF Gop! O

Personal from...

(Continued from page 1)

evils, neither did it solve the
world’s problems or rid the world
of evils!

“What the world does not
know, and refuses to learn, is that
peace, happiness, contentment,
joy, abundant and universal well-
being are spiritual values—the
oNLY TRUE VALUES IN LIFE.

“People have been seeking only
MATERIAL GAIN!

“There is a SPIRITUAL LAW—
a law of out-flowing LOVE—the
way of life of helping, serving,
cooperating, sharing. 1 simplify it
by calling it the way of ‘give’. Its
transgression is the way of
‘GET™—of vanity, coveting, envy
and jealousy, hostile competition,
strife, violence.

“That basic spiritual LAW is as
ACTIVELY in motion as the law of
gravity—as inexorable, as relent-
less, as certain! Its punishment

for transgression is the suffering
and anguish humanity is suffering
now—for every trouble, every
evil, has been caused by the way
of ‘GET.’

“For 6,000 years the world
has lived the way of ‘GET.” We.
measure SUCCESs in life by the
amount one has been able to
‘GET’—to accumulate—to TAKE
from others—to HAVE and POs-
SESS!

“The way of life of ‘GIVE’ is the
basic spiritual LAW set in motion
by our Maker. But our first par-
ents spurned it and turned to
‘GET.” For 6,000 years the world
has continued on the way of
‘GET’—of material possession!

“The world’s religions have
tried to set up religions justify-
ing the materialistic way of
‘GET.” Yet that way of ‘GET’ is
the cAUSE of all of mankind’s
troubles.

“If we all lived the way of
outflowing LovE—toward our
Maker and toward each other, in
helping, serving, sharing, GIv-
ING!—we would have world uTO-
PIA! There can never be SALVA-
TION, peace, contentment, happi-
ness, joy, universal well-being and
eternal salvation from trouble and
evils until we TURN FROM the
philosophy of ‘GET’—repent of
that way—turn to our Maker and
His way of out-flowing love. Yet
6,000 years have PROVED MAN-
KIND SIMPLY WON'T!

“And so now, just before MAN
utterly DESTROYS mankind, that
‘Unseen Strong Hand from
Someplace’ is going to intervene
dynamically in human world af-
fairs and save mankind from
itself! I am merely a voice crying
out in the spiritual wilderness of
this 20th century, calling on
people to repent of their false
ways, and turn to the God who
gives us the breath we breathe,
and saying, that whether you
believe it or not, that ‘Strong
Hand’ will intervene to prevent
man from utterly destroying
mankind and usher in a world
living the way of outflowing
LOVE—a soon-coming world of
PEACE, contentment, happiness,
joy, universal well-being, and
eternal salvation offered to ALL!”

The PLAIN TRUTH



