


First in th’e’ Colossus ()f CHINA!

he visit to Communist

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF

CHINA was a significant
FIRST! 1t was the first time a
world church leader from the
world of Christianity had been
invited to visit, speak publicly
and meet privately with lead-
ers of the vast People’s Repub-
lic of China.

These Chinese leaders with
whom we spent four jam-packed
days represent and rule over ONE
BILLION PEOPLE — A THOUSAND
MILLION — one fourth of all the
people on earth!

I myself had not realized before
that China occupies even more
square miles of land area than the
United States!

Except possibly our many visits to,
and friendships made in ISRAEL, this
was the MOST IMPORTANT, and most
successful trip ever
madeoverseas. We
were royally re-
ceived and treated.

We arrived To-
kyo, Friday, Nov.
30. Flew on to Pe-
king [Beijing]
Sunday, Dec. 2, ar-
riving late after-
noon. Three gov-
ernment limou-
sines were driven
up to our plane on
landing, and a re-
ception committee
was there to wel-
¢ome us — includ-
ing the president
and vice president
of the government
library and educa-
tional system. A
woman interpreter
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was assigned to us, who rode with Mrs.
Armstrong and me to the government
guest State House. This is an apart-
ment building maintained for govern-
ment guests. Mrs. Armstrong and I
were givena three-roomsuite, Mr.and
Mrs. Stanley Rader a suite, and there
were single rooms for all the rest of our
staff, including aircraft staff and our
TV and cameramen.

There was a welcoming dinner for
us that evening. Monday evening was
the big dinner at the Peking [Beijing]
Duck Restaurantina large room, with
close to 400 present — government
and university officials and wives. I
spoke there, and I think most of you
already have heard the tape recording
of the speech program.

In most of my talks and speeches
there I handled the Gospel of the King-
dom message by speaking of the prob-

- lems today being too great for any

government to handle, but that what
many scientists predict — the need of
a ONE-WORLD government with one

PASTOR GENERAL HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG andhis personalcounselStanley R Raderpresent ual
a gift of Steuben crystal to Tan Zhen-iin, vice chairman of the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress, in Peking's (Beifing) Great Hall of the People Dec. 5, during their visit to China.

single military force— will be brought
aboutin OUR TIME, with WORLD PEACE
and eternal salvation for all, brought
about by a “strong unseen Hand from
someplace.” That way I avoided using
names of God, Christ or the Bible,
which I felt might be hostile to them
since they are atheists. Yet they all
knew well that I am leader of the
Worldwide Church of God, and they
knew well what I really meant. It was
just said in a polite way, unoffensive to
them — yet unmistakably getting the
message over.

Tuesday night, after a day’s trip to
the Great Wall of China, I spoke to
the diplomatic corps. Beside Chinese
officials, there were present 57 am-
bassadors — officials from 57 OTHER
NATIONS! The speaking that night
was also taped. You've probably
heard it in Sabbath services.

This dinner was held in the Great
Hall of the People in spacious
People’s Square. It is a huge build-
ing, filling an entire block and hous-
ing government
headquarters. The
dining room is
larger than a U.S.
football field!

On Wednesday
morning we Vis-
ited the state li-
brary and Forbid-
den City — the
walled-in former
headquarters and
palaces of the Em-
perors — now ap-
parently just a
sight-seeing place.
There was a lun-
cheon, which we
attended, with no
speaking except
the usual contin-
round of
toasts.

At 4 p.m. we
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HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG and Tan Zhen-lin
pause for photographs during their visit (photo,
top left). With his assigned interpreter (top right),
Mr. Armstrong speaks to government officials at
a banquet at the Peking Duck restaurant.
Above, Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong dine with the
president of the Chinese Education Society, who
is seated at the pastor general’s left.

had a meeting lasting one hour with
one of the two vice chairmen. The
other vice chairman and Chairman
Hua were at the same time at the
airport welcoming Prime Minister
Masayoshi Ohira of Japan, who was
just arriving for important talks on
the Korea and Vietnam situations —
crucial to them right now.
Wednesday evening we attended a

show at a theater, sponsored by the
Ambassador International Cultural
Foundation. It was a series of semi-
ballet performances — quite a spec-
tacular performance. Mr. Rader will
probably arrange for the troupe to
appear at Ambassador Auditorium,
with other appearances in New York,
Chicago, Il1., Washington and other

(Continued on page 25)
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How to Be an
VERCOMER

WHY are we not more successful in living up to

God’s standard? WHY do we slip and fall occa-

sionally? Here is how YOU can overcome where
you are weakest and hardest tempted!

By Herbert W. Armstrong

0 YOU have some “beset-

ting sin” — some point

of weakness, perhaps
secret, you have been unable
to overcome?

~ Have you ever met temptation,

struggled with it, only to wake up
a little later to the remorseful fact
that you had slipped, and failed to
overcome?

Or perhaps you are struggling with
some habit that holds you as its slave
— struggling, wrestling, always
fighting it, yet somehow never able to
conquer it.

Only the overcomers

These things are serious. We must
overcome these sins, these habits,
these sudden temptations — be
cleansed of them thoroughly — if we
expect to get through to the Kingdom
and inherit eternal life.

“To him that OVERCOMETH” says
Jesus, “will T grant to sit with me in
my throne” (Rev. 3:21).

“He that OVERCOMETH, and keep-
eth my works unto the end, to HIM
will I give power over the nations:
and he shall rule them with a rod of
iron” (Rev. 2:26-27).

Not all are even called, now.
Many, though they may have heard
the true message, have never received
a conscious convicting KNOWLEDGE
of the truth. This is not the time
when God is calling them.

But God is now calling SOME to a
life of separation — to a new and
different and Spirit-filled and Spirit-
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led life — in order that they may be
wholly CLEANSED of sin, and that
they may GROW in grace and knowl-
edge, thus being prepared, trained,
fitted for a position of solemn respon-
sibility — that of king or priest — in
God’s KiNnGDOM!

And it is only those who qualify by
the training, the overcoming, the spiri-
tualdevelopment and growth, DURING

So the Christian life is a
new and a different life
— an overcoming life.
Sin must be torn out,

root and branch. We
must be made righteous,
holy.

THIS PRESENT LIFE, who shall thus
reign with Christ. Study the parable of
the pounds in Luke 19:11-27.

So the Christian life is a new and a
different life — an OVERCOMING life.
Sin must be torn out, root and
branch. We must be made righteous,
holy.

Why we stumble and fall

Why, then, do so many of us contin-
ually stumble and fall? Yes, even those

who do strive, struggle, and even PRAY -

and PrAY for help, for victory, over
some vicious habit? WHy?

First, notice a portion of Paul’s
instruction to the Philippians.

“And be found in him, not having
mine OWN righteousness, which is of
the law, but that which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness
WHICH IS OF GOD by faith” (Phil. 3:9).

Notice, it is not OUR righteousness,
but Gob’s.

David was inspired to write: “All
thy commandments are righteous-
ness” (Psalm 119:172). Yes, and
LOVE is the fulfilling of the law
(Rom. 13:10).

The kind of love required

Right here is one trouble. Too
many commandment-keepers are
struggling along, trying to keep the
commandments in their own power
and strength — thinking it is THEIR
own personal human love that fulfills
the law!

Too many “‘commandment-keep-
ers” have only been converted to the
ARGUMENT of keeping God’s com-
mandments, and have never really
EXPERIENCED definite repentance —
for a real conversion is a DEFINITE
EXPERIENCE!

Such people need to go to a private
place alone with God, and get to their
knees, and pour out their hearts to
God, and stay with it until they really
KNOWw they have really repented.

No wonder so many become dis-
couraged, and feel like giving up!

We do not even HAVE the kind of
love that fulfills God’s law and makes

(Continued on page 27)
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PERSONAL

(Continued from page 2)

U.S. cities. There was great applause
from the audience when I walked in,
and Mrs. Armstrong and I, with Mr.
and Mrs. Rader, were whisked up on
the stage at the conclusion, shaking
hands with the many performers, as
the audience applauded.

That had been an exhausting day.
But Thursday at noon we drove to
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Photos on this page show, clockwise from above, Herbert W. Armstrong and Staniey R. Rader with Tan
Zhen-lin, on Mr. Armstrong’s left, Tokuo Yamashita, a Japanese senator who accompanied the pastor
general on this trip, on Mr. Tan's left, and the president of the Chinese Education Society at far right,
posing with Chinese officials (in the back row at the right is Osamu Gotoh), Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong
touring Peking's (Beijing) Forbidden City; the pastor general dining with chopsticks; Mr. Armstrong and
members of his party examining rare documents at the Beijjing National Library; and Mr. Armstrong and
Mr. Rader meeting with an official at a dinner attended by 57 ambassadors from other nations.
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Pastor General Herbert W. Armstrong and Mrs. Armstrong, flanked b v the president of the
Chinese Education Society and Sen. Tokuo Yamashita of the Japanese Diet, acknowledge
applause following a dance performance sponsored by the Ambassador International Cultural
Foundation. Last December Mr. Armstrong became the first church leader from the world of
Christianity to be officially received by the government of the People’s Republic of China.
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the airport and flew back to Tokyo.

Saturday night there was 4n im-
portant banquet in my honor in To-
kyo with several ambassadors and
wives and chief officials from the
Chinese Embassy present.

Sunday evening, 6 p.m., our air-
craft was taking off for Tucson, Ariz.
We arrived here in Tucson Sunday
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afternoon, hours before we left
Tokyo. When you ARRIVE before you
START, that’s speed! Of course we
were helped by the international date
line.

So the long-anticipated visit to
Communist China has come and
gone — a huge success, as we all
believe. O

OVERCOMER

(Continued from page 3)

us righteous! LoVE is of God, for God
IS love!

And it takes ‘‘the love of
God .. .shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 5:5), to fulfill
the law and give us GOD’S RIGH-
TEOUSNESS.

The law is SPIRITUAL (Rom. 7:14).
We are carnal. It takes a SPIRITUAL
love to fulfill a spiritual law. The
Holy Spirit within us is merely Gop’s
LAW IN ACTION! And since God
alone can supply the LOVE that
makes us righteous, it becomes
Gob’s righteousness, not ours.

How to get faith

But how do we receive the LOVE?
Note again the scripture quoted
above, . .. the righteousness which
is of God BY FAITH.”

It comes, then, by FAITH. Now most
people seem to believe that the FAITH
by which we must receive everything
God gives us is something that we,
ourselves, must work up and supply
by some kind of hard effort. And it
does become such an effort, doesn’t
it, trying to strive to have FAITH?

Foolish babes in Christ! Can’t we
see that if wWe were able to supply the
faith that brings all else, that we,
ourselves, would earn our own salva-
tion by woRrks? It would be the kind
of righteousness that is only FILTHY
RAGS to God!

Stop trying to work up faith. You
have no faith. The scripture above
speaks only of ‘““THE FAITH OF
CHRIST”! Not your faith — CHRIST’S
faith. Jesus had REAL FaITH! He per-
formed miracles! And He rose from
the dead — and HE LivEs.

Here is the secret! He gives — He
imparts — His strong faith to you
and to me! Yes, even FAITH is a gift of
God — one of the spiritual GIFTS
(Eph. 2:8, I Cor. 12:9).

Then how shall we go about get-
ting more of it? By yielding, submit-
ting our desires, our purposes, our
wills, to HiM, by ASKING Him in real
earnest persevering prayer, and by
trusting Him to give it!

Why we have not been delivered

God’s Word promises: “There
hath no temptation taken you but

27



such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also MAKE A
WAY TO ESCAPE, that ye may be able
to bear it”” (I Cor. 10:13).

But has it not often seemed, in
your experience, that God has failed
to keep this promise?

Temptation has come. You have
struggled, even prayed, yet you were
overpowered, and you did not find
the way of escape! What is wrong?

Jesus said, “I will NEVER leave you
nor forsake you.” “I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the
-world.” God’s Word promises, “Sin
shall NOT have dominion over you.”

Yet have you not found that sin
has had poMINION over you, holding
you its slave? Have you not fought it
desperately even with tears stream-
ing down your face — only to fail?

How to apply and use faith

WHY? What is wrong? Simply
that we have not known how to
receive, apply and use the FAITH God
promises to give!

First, there is something WE must
do. Some go to one extreme and try
to do it all. Others swing to the oppo-
site extreme, plead with God, make
little effort themselves and expect
Him to do it all.

James says, “Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you” (James 4:7).

Submit! Resist! This takes effort.

Peter says to humble ourselves,
casting ALL our care upon the Lord,
and to be sober and VIGILANT,
because the devil is walking about,
watching for the chance to tempt us
when we are off our guard: “whom
RESIST steadfast in the faith” (1 Pet.
5:6-9).

We are to resist Satan, and do it in
the faith of Christ — but HOW?

The key to it all is ““BE VIGILANT.”
Be on your guard! Be ever watchful!
Be prepared! That’s where we fall
down! It takes constant, continuous,
vigilant effort, never letting down!

Unless we, ourselves, had to put
forth some effort we could not be
OVERCOMERS! But if we had power to
do it all, we should not need God!

So it requires our effort — our
continuous, watchful, ever VIGILANT
effort — empowered by GOD’S
SPIRIT!
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James continues: “Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you”
(Jas. 4:8).

Now we are getting closer to our
answer! When temptation comes, we
ARE TOO FAR FROM GOD — and we
are then unable, SUDDENLY, on the
spur of the moment, to get close
enough to Him to get the help and
the deliverance we need!

It sometimes takes TIME to get
CLOSE to God — into that intimate
contact with Him so that we can
draw on Him for the power we sud-
denly need!

Suppose a prizefighter
would suddenly find
himself, untrained and
unprepared, in the ring
with the world’s . . .
champion. Do you think
any ... man could win?
How much stronger is
Satan, by
comparison? ... We can
no more win these
spiritual battles when out
of spiritual condition.

In other words, when temptation
unexpectedly has come, we have
found ourselves caught off guard —
out of prayer — out of contact with
God — OUT OF SPIRITUAL TRAIN-
ING!

Spiritual training needed

You were entering a CONTEST with
Satan. You tried to wrestle with him,
but you were OUT OF TRAINING, out
of spiritual condition.

Suppose a prizefighter would sud-
denly find himself, untrained and
unprepared, in the ring in a contest
with the world’s heavyweight cham-
pion! Do you think any living man
could win?

How much STRONGER is Satan, by
comparison? No wonder we fail!
Could such a fighter, who had been

dissipating, carousing, weakening
himself physically, SUDDENLY sum-
mon enough strength and skill to con-
quer the champion of the world?
Could a mile runner run a successful
race and win, unless he trained and
prepared himself carefully for the
race — unless he were IN CONDITION
when it came?

We can no more win these SPIRI-
TUAL battles when out of SPIRITUAL
training. All spiritual power and
strength must come from God. We
can drink it in from Him only when
we are IN CONTACT with Him —
close to Him — in communion with
Him!

Otherwise, when the temptations
suddenly assail you, no matter how
hard you then try, or cry out to
God for help, you are simply
TOO FAR AWAY FROM HiM to get
help!

Spiritual training, to get and KEEP
in constant vigilant condition to meet
the foe of temptation and sin, re-
quires continuous, earnest, persistent
PRAYER' That is why we are com-
manded to PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!
To KEEP IT UP!

Draw close to God

If we draw nigh to God, and then
KEEP close to Him, our problem will
be solved. We will then have the
FAITH. We will then be FILLED with
His Spirit — His power to over-
come.

We can keep in spiritual training
only if we keep our affections — our
minds — our thoughts — on SPIRI-
TUAL things.

Read Col. 3:1-10. Most of us keep
our minds filled with earthly, materi-
al cares and interests, turning to the

-spiritual only occasionally! Seek

FIRST the Kingdom of God and His
RIGHTEOUSNESS!

Sometimes it takes a siege of FAST-
ING AND PRAYER — earnest, deter-
mined, persevering prayer — seeking
God with all our might — with weep-
ing — staying with it, DETERMINED,
until we get through. Then we must
keep in CONTINUOUS prayer.

Cast ALL our cares upon Him. We
are not doing that. If we do, there
will be many things each day to pray
about! And it takes daily PRIVATE
prayer, in real earnest, besides family
prayer. Is eternal life WORTH
6
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