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CHURCH NO T FIGHTING STATE.

By Herbert W. Armstrong
otice Now God’s scrip-
tural teaching to His

Church in regard to whether

the Church should have

‘““caved in’’ (to use an ex-

pression of the lawsuit-

granting judge) to allow the

State illegally to take over

all Church properties in

California and to manage

and operate Gop’s Church.

I have printed before the
truth about Romans 13 and al-
lied passages. But God’s

Church emphatically pip acT

according to God’s own bibli-

cal teaching. And the full facts

FROM the BIBLE about that

Let’s make it plain once and for all that
God’s Church is NOT fighting the STATE.

prison were opened, and the iron
bands binding Paul’s and Silas’
feet were loosed. This awakened
the prison keeper. Paul spoke to
him, he was converted, and Paul
baptized him.

Next morning, the magistrates
sent word saying to the prison
keeper, ‘‘Let those men go.”” But
Paul said unto them, ‘“They have
beaten us openly uncondemned,
being Romans; and have cast us
into prison; and now do they
thrust us out privily? nay verily;
but let them come themselves and
fetch us out’” (Acts 16:37).

Paul, when he had a chance,

“Paul defended himself. Some of our
former members would say Paul was
surely wrong. Then Paul appealed to
Caesar, just as we today are appealing to
the Supreme Court and by prayers to the
Supreme Court of heaven where Jesus
- Christ sits with the Father on the throne!”

have neve tbeen print;ed.l

give them to you now.

First, remember this: Neither
God’s Church nor its leaders
have broken any LAW OF THE
STATE. The State has no evidence
of any such unlawful acts. There
were false allegations made by
dissenters and former members,
unsupported by any facts or evi-
dence whatsoever.

Neither myself, Mr. Stanley
Rader nor the Church had
broken any law. WE WERE NOT
CHARGED WITH BREAKING ANY
LAW!

It was a civil action lawsuit.
UNLAWFULLY the deputy attor-
ney general induced a judge, in
the privacy of his chambers, to
appoint a receiver — a personal
friend and exjudge — to TAKE
OVER possession of Church op-
erations, without even the legally
required notice.

Now notice what we have not
mentioned to you before — the
BIBLICAL EXAMPLES AND
TEACHING!

A demon-possessed woman
was pestering Paul and Silas at
Philippi. Paul cast out the
demon. The woman’s masters,
finding their means of profit
gone, induced the magistrates to
beat Paul and Silas with many
stripes and put them in prison.

Paul and Silas were two indi-
viduals, but thé legal action was
taken because of their religion —
actually against the Church! Paul
and Silas were seized forcibly
and unable themselves to resist,
BUT, IN PRISON, GOD DID THE RE-
SISTING AGAINST THIS FALSE
ARREST!

Suddenly, at midnight, there
was a great earthquake. Im-
mediately all the doors of the
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did not “‘cave in.”’ He demanded

his rights from these government
officials — after Gob by a mira-
cle had loosed them in prison.

It was the WILL OF GoD that
HIS CHURCH be DEFENDED
AGAINST false attacks by the
STATE. God Himself super-
naturally interposed in this de-
fense against unjust and illegal
State action. GOD’S MINISTERS
and CHURCH WERE NOT FIGHT-
ING against or harming the State
— merely DEFENDING CHURCH
PROGRESS! It’s the same today.

The above from Acts 16.

In Acts 17, Paul went to Thes-
salonica, and as Paul’s manner
was, he went into a synagogue
and three Sabbath days reasoned
with the Jews out of the Scrip-
tures (Old Testament). Paul was
staying at the house of one Jason.
Some of the Jews believed and
followed Paul. But the others
were angry and sought out some
of the lower and more violent
people. They assaulted Jason’s
home, but did not find Paul. Then
these angry Jews went to the
CIVIL GOVERNMENT AUTHOR-
Imies with false charges against
Paul and Silas.

Here is another case. Did Paul
“‘cave in,”’ and allow the cIviL
GOVERNMENT TO STOP THE WORK
OF GOD’S CHURCH? NEVER!
Verse 10, the brethren secretly
sent away Paul and Silas by night
to Berea.

GOD WILLS THAT THE WORK
OF HIS CHURCH GO ON, NEVER
STOPPED BY THE CIVIL STATE!
When the angry Church-
opposing Jews at Thessalonica

heard that Paul was preaching at -

Berea, they themselves went to
Berea to stir up the people and the
civil government to stop the
Work of God.

But Paul already had reaped
a harvest at Berea. So he left
Silas and Timothy there, while
he went on to Athens, sending
word for Silas and Timothy to
join him.

Satan was to continually use
the civil government powers to
oppose God’s Church.

Paul dwelt in Corinth a year
and a half. Then when one Gallio
was the deputy of Achaia, the
opposing Jews had Paul brought
to court. But here was one judge
who refused to judge the
CHURCH, unless its chief apostle
had violated a law. But the unbe-
lieving Jews took Sosthenes,
chief ruler of the synagogue wHO

BELIEVED and beut himdn-coust:

Later, at Jerusalem, unbeliev-
ing Jews raised a tumult against
Paul. Finally he was seized by
Roman officers and soldiers and
taken to the palace. Paul begged
the chief officer to allow him to
speak to the people. Speaking in
Hebrew, Paul said, ‘‘Men, breth-
ren, and fathers, hear ye my de-
fense which I make now unto
you’’ (Acts 22:1).

Paul DID NOT FIGHT AGAINST
the Roman government nor
against the Jewish people. But he
DID DEFEND HIMSELF AGAINST
FALSE CHARGES! And this is pre-
cisely what God's Church is
doing today. We are NoT fighting
against the State of California.
We are defending God’s Church,
God’s Work and God’s ministers
— not attacking or fighting
against the State.

Now continue the apostle
Paul’s experience being attacked
by disbelieving Jews and Roman
government authorities.

The unbelieving Jews listened
awhile, then set up aloud tumult,
shouting, ‘‘Away with such a fel-
low from the earth: for it is not fit
that he should live ™ (verse 22).
The chief Roman captain ordered
Paul brought into the castle and
bound with thongs.

They were preparing to beat
him with stripes. Instead of so
meekly SUBMITTING as enemies
of God’s Work today think the
Church ought to do, Paul said to

the centurion standing by, ‘‘Is it
lawful for you to scourge a man
that is a Roman, and uncon-
demned?’’ (verse 25). The State
of California was trying to
TAKE POSSESSION of Church
property and Church manage-
ment — firing Christ’s chosen
apostle and the treasurer and ap-
pointing Wayne Cole — (whom
we know now was in on the con-
spiracy several weeks before Jan.
3, 1979) as chief officer of the
Church under the receiver. We
DEFENDED the Church and its
property. PAUL DEFENDED HIM-
SELF WHEN FALSELY ACCUSED!
Continue.

Next morning they allowed
Paul to face his accusers. Now
Acts 23. Paul now used strategy
to divide his accusers;
DEFENDING himself and the
'WORK OF GoD. Some of the Jews
were Pharisees, some Sad-
ducees.

The Sadducees did not believe

in the resurrection, but Pharisees
did. Paul cried out. in this Roman
court. “Men and brethren, Lama
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee:
Of the hope and resurrection of
the dead I am called in question”’
(verse 6). B

Immediately this stirred a dis-
sention between the Sadducees
and Pharisees, and Paul’s accus-
ers WERE DIVIDED! Incidentally,

night Paul was sped to Felix the
Roman governor. Gov. Felix in-
sisted Paul face his accusers, who
were commanded to come to
Caesarea.

Now Acts 24. After five days
Ananias the high priest-and
Jewish elders appeared before
Felix, Paul facing them. They
accused Paul of sedition against
Rome, plainly showing that Paul
was preaching the KINGDOM OF
GOD.

Felix delayed judgment. Our
courts today give us delay after
delay. Paul was delayed there
two years. Then one Festus was
sent to take over the governor-
ship.

Now Acts 25. The Jews came
down from Jerusalem to accuse
Paul, standing before Festus.
They accused him of many
things, just as our former resent-
ful members have accused us —
BUT COULD PROVE NOTHING —
as neither our accusers!

But the politician Festus was
willing to do the Jews a favor and
suggested Paul go to Jerusalem to
be tried. ‘‘Then said Paul, I
stand at Caesar’s judgment
seat, where I ought to be
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Paul DEFENDED HIMSELF. -
Some of our former members
would say Paul was surely
wrong. Then Paul APPEALED TO
CAESAR, just as we today are
appealing to the Supreme
Court and by prayers to the
Supreme Court of heaven

“Paul, when he had a chance, did not
‘cave in.” He demanded his rights from
these government officials — after God by
a miracle had loosed them in prison.”

OUR accusers in this civil lawsuit
today are now pretty well divided
among themselves! Men filled
with malice, resentment and bit-
terness do not make good bedfel-
lows!

The Pharisees then cried out
that they found no evil in Paul.
The chief Roman captain fearing
for Paul’s safety in the fight be-
tween Pharisees and Sadducees,
commanded the Roman soldiers
to take Paul from these fighting
Jews and take him to the castle.
That night Christ spoke to Paul to
be of good cheer — there was
much more for him to do. Paul
learned of a conspiracy of Jews to
kill him the next day. Paul got
word to the chief captain.

Then the chief captain of the
Roman army called two centur-
ions (over 200 soldiers) and 200
spearmen and horses, and by

“It was God's will that His Church be defended against false
attacks by the State. God Himself supernaturally interposed in this
defense against unjust and illegal State action. God’s ministers and
Church were not fighting against or harming the State — merely
defending Church progress! It's the same today.”

where Jesus Christ sits with the
Father on the throne!

The apostle Paul did not fight
against the Jews at Jerusalem nor
against Caesar’s government.
We today do not fight against, to
harm our false accusers, and we
do not fight against the State of
California.

Was Paul wrong?

Are we wrong, following the
same identical procedures?

Romans 13 I have gone into a
number of times. That is refer-
ring to any citizen of a country
being subject, as an individual, to
the law of man. In that respect we
are all SUBJECT in the same way.
But this is NOT a CHARGE of law
violation against an individual. It
is an attack to TAKE OVER,
CONFISCATE ALL PROPERTY AND
RULE GOD’S CHURCH, On No evi-
dence. This is a horse of an al-
together different color!

The High Court of heaven will
give us the victory. Meanwhile
GOD'S WORK GOES ON STRONGER
THAN EVER!

We expected persecution.
Satan has throwrr us his *‘trump
card’’ this time. Jesus Christ has
never and will never forsake us!



