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PERSONAL FROM

Therelsa
Way of Escape

HE TELEVISION movie on
nuclear war, The Day After, has shaken a
world from its complacent indifferent
slumber. Too many people were getting used
to violence and war and threats of war.

The world was too busy pursuing material
goods to be much concerned about the
oncoming NUCLEAR World War III that WILL,
unless prevented by Almighty God, simply
erase human life from this planet!

Soft words and pretty speeches did not arouse
people out of this pleasant dream. It took a jolt!
When we attempted to warn our readers with words
strong enough to arouse, I received letters saying:
“Cancel my subscription! That article frightened
me.” Yes, IF YOU ARE TO CONTINUE TO LIVE, you
need to be frightened—enough to take the action
that will SAVE YOUR LIFE!

But, you say, what can I do? Well, there is
something you must do IF you are to escape the
agonies of and probable terrifying death in, the
coming prophesied Great Tribulation!

YES, YOU CAN ESCAPE ALL THIS!

That is what we are trying to make our readers
understand!

God Almighty will intervene. He will prevent
entire cosmocide! But he will not intervene to stop
the carnage until man has come to the very end of
his rope! So long as man thinks he can save himself,
without God, the Eternal will let him go on trying.
God will not intervene until man’s last hope is gone.
God will never allow man to accuse him, saying:

“Your intervention was unnecessary and tyrannical!
We could have saved ourselves if you had not used
your arbitrary God-power to intervene.”

God’s final last-minute intervention will
FOLLOW—not prevent—this Great Tribulation that
will be World War III.

But, I repeat, YOU CAN escape ALL THIS!

It is only those who will not heed who must go
through its agony. And remember—God is not going
to CAUSE it! MAN HIMSELF will bring it on. But God
will protect his own from it!

Jesus’ young students—his disciples—came to him
privately and asked whern the end of the world would
come, and what would be the sign of his return IN
POWER to rule all the earth, in peace.

These things, Jesus replied, must come first: a
false “Christian” religion, whose ministers would
falsely claim to be Christ’s ministers, coming in his
name, deceiving the MANY. Then wars, climaxing
finally into world wars; then famines and disease
epidemics and increasing earthquakes. Just before
the end, he said, his true Gospel of God’s kingdom
would be preached in all the world—not to convert
the world, but “for a witness”—AND THEN, he said,
shall the END of this world come!

All these things already have occurred—except
that we are now in a recess during the world
wars—between World Wars II and III; and that we
have so far had only the first forerunners of the
famine and disease epidemics and earthquakes.
These shall increase greatly.

And, although Christ’s own Gospel of the
kingdom of God has been going out since 1934,
through this very magazine and the World
Tomorrow broadcast, this message is just now
approaching the climactic world-shaking POWER that
evidently is implied by the prophecy.

Then what?

“Then,” continues Jesus, ‘“shall be GREAT
TRIBULATION,” a time of violence, destruction and
death greater than anything that ever was, or ever
shall be! Jeremiah foretold it (Jeremiah 30). He
identified the nations primarily affected. It will be
those whom God caused to be named after
Jacob—or Israel—the nations descended from the
two sons of Joseph. And those are the United
States and British (Continued on page 43)

March 1984

1




MAN

by Herbert W. Armstrong

How can you prove what happens to man at death? Does man inherently have
eternal life abiding in him? Here revealed is
the plain truth about the so-called “immortal soul” doctrine.

AN KNOWS what

other things are—

the things around

him—but he knows
very little about himself.

Almost nobody knows what
man is! Man devotes himself, it
seems, to learning about almost
everything except himself.

And so we find this world today
steeped in various and contradict-
ing beliefs derived from fallible
human reasoning.

The Common Assumption

The ancient pagans taught (and it
has continued to be taught for
many, many centuries) that man is
a spiritual being—that he really is
an “immortal soul” composed of
spirit. The pagans further taught
that this immortal soul is housed in
what you might call a house of
flesh—that the human body is
merely the house we dwell in, or
the cloak we put around us tempo-
rarily—and that the real you is not
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the body, but an immortal invisible
soul—and yet a soul that knows,
that thinks, that hears, that sees,
and that will live on consciously
forever.

Then, the theory goes on, that at
death, the soul leaves the body,
goes to a heaven, or a hell, or a
purgatory, or a ‘“happy hunting
ground.” Still others believe in the
doctrine of the transmigration of
souls, that you, yourself, after
death will become, perhaps, a but-
terfly, a mosquito, a fly or perhaps
something in the plant kingdom.

You will find that one religion
believes one thing and another
believes something altogether dif-
ferent. Even in the Western world
of professing Christianity, one
denomination believes one thing,
and another sect “holds to” some-
thing altogether different.

And since these various religions
are combinations of various beliefs
stitched together—each one in a
different way—can any of them be
right?

Unless there is a supreme Cre-

ator God and unless there is some
divine revelation from that God
revealing the truth in all of its pur-
ity, then you have no basis at all for
any knowledge or belief as to what
man really is.

Unless you believe what is found
in the Holy Bible, then you have no
reliable source of belief whatsoever.
It’s the Bible, then—or nothing.

And the Bible does not reveal
anything about an “immortal soul”
that resides in a body of flesh,
though many men have tried to
read such a meaning into it.

What, then, is the real truth of
the matter?

Science Reveals Part of the Secret

First, consider the proofs of science
and then, secondly, the truth of
Scripture.

Science deals with the material
universe, with only matter or mate-
rial substance. Science knows of no
life apart from matter. No scien-
tific authority believes that life in
plants or animals is a separate enti-
ty that may exist apart from, or
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outside of the matter of a flower, a
plant or an animal. Science has
demonstrated that all living sub-
stance arises only from other sub-
stance already living. The law of
biogenesis proves that life comes
only from life. When life ceases,
nothing is left but dead matter.
Nothing is more certainly proved
by science ‘than the utter impossi-
bility of the appearance of life in a
resurrection through any powers
inherent in that dead matter.

There is the reproductive pro-
cess—reproduction in plants, in ani-
mals and in humans. But there is no
way to extend indefinitely the life of
a particular individual. Nothing
inherent within the individual can
bring life back after death, or cause
any resurrection of life in any man-
ner whatsoever from that which is
inherent within the plant, the animal
or the human being. All living mat-
ter, then, is mortal matter with a
temporary existence. Flesh is mat-
ter, and man is flesh.

What about this doctrine, then,
of the immortality of the soul?
Science has never found a soul
within any man.

There is no way that science can
observe the nonphysical. There are
no scientific evidences whatsoever
of an “immortal soul” that leaves
the body at death—that is, some-
thing that can think, see, hear,
taste, smell and reason apart from
the human body.

And so secondly, what does the
Bible actually say?

What the Bible Reveals

Jesus Christ, the very Son of the
Living God, is quoted as saying
under inspiration, “That which is
born of the flesh is flesh [that’s
what it is]; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit.” Jesus said
that man is born of the flesh. That’s
what man is. And then again, “Ex-
cept a man be born” of the Holy
Spirit of God, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God (John 3:5-6).

Jesus Christ taught that man can
enter into the very family—the
kingdom—of God, but he must be
born over again. He has been born
once, and he is now flesh. But he

must be born again as a spirit

being—this time, born of God.
Then he shall become spirit!
That’s what Jesus Christ was

saying in John 3:5-6. Man is flesh,
not spirit. Man is not a spiritual
entity, but a fleshly being, purely
and simply.

In Genesis 3:19 God said to
Adam, “For dust thou art.” He
said this to the man. He continued,
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou tak-
en.” This is not just talking about
the man’s body. God had said, “For
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.” The “thou” was the
conscious man to whom he was
speaking.

Man Is a Soul

In Genesis 2:7, we read this: “And
the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground.” Out of what
substance was man made? Man was
formed ‘‘of the dust of the
ground”—not out of spirit.

Next, God “breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life” (air that
goes in and out of the nostrils) and
“man became a living soul.” It does
not say that God put an “immortal
soul” inside of him. God put the
breath of life into him—that is, air,
or wind—and man became a living
soul. So man is a soul, he does not
have a soul.

Notice Psalm 146:3-4: “Put not
your trust in princes, nor in the son
of man, in whom there is no help.
His breath goeth forth, he returneth
to his earth.” Note that. It doesn’t
just say ‘“his body.” It is he that
returns to the earth—*in that very
day his thoughts perish.” He ceases
to think! His thoughts perish.

What God gave at creation is the
breath. God breathed into man’s
nostrils the breath of life. But that
breath leaves him at death. Dust he
is, and to dust he returns.

Now consider Psalm 104:29:
“Thou hidest thy face, they are
troubled: thou takest away their
breath, they die, and return to their
dust.” The breath then is what God
gave. It goes forth at death. God
takes away the breath when the
person dies. He returns to dust, and
simply becomes dust again.

Next consider Ecclesiastes 3:19-
20: “For that which befalleth the
sons of men [human beings] befal-
leth beasts [God is speaking of men
and animals]; even one thing befal-
leth them: as the one dieth, so dieth

the other; yea, they have all one
breath.” The same breath in the
nostrils of animals is also in the
nostrils of every human being.

Continuing: “So that a man hath
no preeminence above a beast: for
all is vanity. All go unto one place
[both man and beasts]; all are of
the dust, and all turn to dust
again.” That’s man and animal
alike. :

The Bible absolutely refutes the
idea of the immortality of the soul.
What God gave at birth is the
breath of life. He breathed into the
nostrils of animals and man alike
the breath of life. It leaves them
when they die. Then they return to
dust.

What Is the Life of Man?

The life of mortal man is in his
breath. But what is the function of
the breath?

First the breath goes into the
lungs. Simultaneously the blood
flows through the lungs on the way
back to the heart and is pumped
through the arteries and the veins.
The oxygen from the air oxidizes the
blood. It then becomes created ener-
gy that keeps up the body, giving a
person life-producing energy.

The life is in the blood, and the
blood needs the breath of life to
keep it active and alive.

In Genesis 9:4 we read this: “But
flesh with the life thereof, which is
the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.”
Man is flesh and blood. His life is
in the blood, oxidized by the breath
of life—not by an immortal soul.

Who Has Immortality?

Many twist the biblical passages
about death to apply to the body,
clinging to their fallacious idea of
an immortal soul. There are no
such words in the Bible as immor-
tal soul. The word immortal
occurs only once in the King James
Bible. That’s in I Timothy 1:17.
There it refers to Christ as the
King who has been made immortal
and who is now very God.

In the English language, the
word immortality occurs five times
in the King James Bible. First, only
God has it, not man. You’ll find
that in I Timothy 6:16. Secondly,
Christ brought immortality to light
through the gospel so that man can

(Continued on page 41)
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WHAT IS MAN?

(Continued from page 6)

put it on in a resurrection (II Tim.
1:10).

We are also told that we must
seek for it. You don’t seek for what
you already have. It’s something we
don’t naturally possess. It is the gift
of God! (Rom. 2:7).

The fourth and fifth places are
found in I Corinthians 15:50-54.
The righteous—those who have sal-
vation—are changed from mortal
to immortal. They come under
God’s grace and put on immortality
at the resurrection of the dead—
and not before!

Did Adam Have Immortality?

Was man created immortal in the
very beginning? Notice Genesis
3:22. This is the story of our first
parents. It reads, “And the Lord
God said, Behold, the man is become
as one of us, to know good and
evil. . . .” This is after the man had
disobeyed God, the Supreme Ruler.

God had commanded the man,
saying: “Of every tree of the gar-
den thou mayest freely eat: but of
the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for
in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16-
17). The man was mortal, or he
would not have been able to die.

Then along came the devil in the
guise of a serpent. He beguiled the
woman into reaching out and tak-
ing the forbidden fruit and in effect
stealing what was not hers. This
was idolatry. It amounted to rebel-
lion, disobedience and dishonoring
her only parent. She then gave the
fruit to her husband, and he ate it
willingly and knowingly.

Then God said: “...man is
become as one of us, to know good
and evil: and now, lest he put forth
his hand, and take also of the tree
of life [that is, partake of immortal
life], and eat, and live for ever [lest
he live forever!]: therefore the Lord
God sent him forth from the gar-
den of Eden, to till the ground from
whence he was taken.” So God
drove out the man from all access
to immortality. . .. And he placed
at the east of the garden of Eden
Cherubims, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to keep
the way of the tree of life” (Gen.
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3:22-24). Why? Lest man go back
and gain eternal life.

You can see very plainly from
the account in Genesis that man
had no immortality and no “im-
mortal soul’” either!

No Immortal Soul

The Hebrew word for soul is
nephesh. In Genesis nephesh
applies three times to fish, fowl and
creeping things before it is used to
apply to man. In other words, ani-
mals are souls, the same as men.
They are not immortal.

Notice Ezekiel 18:4: “Behold, all
souls are mine; as the soul of the
father, so also the soul of the son is
mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall
die.” The soul that sins—or diso-
beys the laws that God Almighty
gave in his great love for us—the
soul which does that shall die!

So a soul is mortal.

This truth is repeated in the 20th
verse. Twice your Bible says that
the soul is mortal! It shall die!

Now notice I John 3:15: “Who-
soever hateth his brother is a mur-
derer. . ..” In time of war there are
millions upon millions of soldiers
who hate their enemies (in reality
their brothers) across the battle
lines, and most of the people back
home supporting them learn to do
the very same thing.

John continues, ..and ye
know that no murderer hath eter-
nal life abiding in him.” A man
that hates his brother is certainly
composed of flesh and blood, and
John says that he does not have
eternal life within him. But if he
had an “immortal soul,” he would
have eternal life abiding in him.

That is why God had said, “In
the day that you eat thereof you
shall surely die.” God meant that
the man was mortal. So man mere-
ly has a temporary existence, and
no hope of future life inherent
within himself.

God does give him that hope as
his gift, but man does not possess it
apart from God.

(X3

The Spirit in Man

At this point it'is well that we come
to understand another basic truth
about man—a truth to which even
the minds of theologians have been
blinded.

Early in my intensive study of

the evolution versus special cre-
ation question, I learned what man
is! But I had not researched deeply
the question of the difference
between animal brain and human
mind until early in the decade of
the sixties. And then, at last, I
found plainly revealed what causes
this tremendous difference.

In Job 32:8, we read, “But there
is a spirit in man: and the inspira-
tion of the Almighty giveth them
understanding.”

Notice it carefully. The inspira-
tion of God gives—imparts to
man—understanding. But how? By
what means? The means is con-
tained in that same verse: “There is
a spirit in man.”” And spirit is non-
physical. Notice carefully, this
spirit is IN man. It is not the man,
but something that is IN man.

And what is man? Of what is he
composed? The man is composed of
matter, not spirit! Remember, as
quoted previously, “The Lord God
formed man of the dust of the
ground.” Dust is material substance.
Man is physical. Man’s brain is
physical. The human brain is almost
precisely like the brain of a whale,
elephant, dolphin or chimp. But the
spirit IN man is nonphysical. It is a
nonphysical component IN man that
is not present in that manner in ani-
mal brain.

Spirit Imparts Intellect to
Physical Brain

Now notice the function of the
“spirit in man.”

In his first letter to the Corin-
thians, the apostle Paul is explain-
ing why the world’s great intel-
lects—even though they all possess
the “‘spirit in man”—cannot com-
prehend the knowledge of what
God has in store for man. He goes
to great lengths to explain that it is
not because of big words or compli-
cated language that they are unable
to understand spiritual things. On
the contrary, he explains that he
used only plain, simple speech to
explain God’s plan.

In other words, in order to
understand the things of God, one
must—in addition to the “spirit in
man’’ with which we are all born—
receive God’s Holy Spirit.

In I Corinthians, chapter 1, the
apostle Paul shows it is not the
great intellects that are able to
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comprehend spiritual knowledge—
but on the contrary the more com-
mon and simple among humans
have been called and given this
comprehension.

He writes: “For ye see your call-
ing, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called:
but God hath chosen the ... weak
things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty; and base
things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chos-
en ... that no flesh should glory in
his presence. ... And I, brethren,
when I came to you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of
God” (I Cor. 1:26-29, 2:1).

In other words, this spiritual
knowledge is revealed from God,
and is not obtained because of a
superior degree of human intellect.
The apostle is showing that even
the humble may comprehend. He
writes that “your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power of God. . . . But we speak
the wisdom of God...even the
hidden wisdom ... which none of
the princes of this world knew . ..”
(verses 5, 7-8).

The only way knowledge can
enter the human mind, naturally, is
through the eye, the ear or the
senses of taste, smell or touch. Paul
goes on to show that this spiritual
knowledge from God simply cannot
enter the normal, natural mind—no
matter how superior the intellect.

But ‘““as it is written, Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love him”
(verse 9).

But “God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit....” (verse
10), regardless of the degree of
human intellect. In other words, this
knowledge of spiritual things does
not enter human minds by natural
processes—for spirit cannot be seen,
heard, smelled, felt nor tasted—and
there is no other way knowledge
enters the mind naturally. The great
minds of the world, without God’s
Spirit, are confined to knowledge of
the physical. That’s why, when a
converted person—perhaps of lesser
intellectual attainments—speaks of
spiritual things, it appears as utter
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foolishness to the highly educated
mind. All the latter’s knowledge is
confined to physical things. Spiri-
tual things are on a totally different
plane.

The Mystery Explained

Now we come to the verse that
explains it all! The verse that has been
misapplied by those who have
accepted the “immortal soul” falla-
cy.
“For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of
man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but
the Spirit of God™ (verse 11).

Study that—in context! What
man knows—has knowledge of—
the things of a man—what man
could have this human knowl-
edge—knowledge animal brain
cannot receive—save by the spirit
of man that is in him?

Animals do not have this spirit—
this nonphysical component. Ani-
mal brain therefore cannot perform
as does human mind. And human
brain alone, just barely superior to
animal brain, could not have and
utilize this human knowledge
unless there was added to the phys-
ical brain this spirit—this nonphys-
ical component that is given to
man. And this spirit, associated
and functioning with human brain,
produces the intellect that is awe-
some compared to that of animals.

Keep carefully in mind that man
is wholly composed of matter—
from the dust of the ground. But
God has added to man something
that is not the man but something
IN him. And this nonphysical some-
thing—this spirit—imparts the
power of intellect to physical
human brain.

How to Gain Immortality

But if man is not an ““immortal
soul’” what hope do we have for life
after death? Let it be said here that
it is an enormously greater hope
than the “immortal soul” fallacy.
We find this great hope in the res-
urrection chapter: “Now this I
say . . . that flesh and blood [mortal
man] cannot inherit the kingdom
of God...” (I Cor. 15:50). Jesus
Christ talked about being born into
the kingdom of God. He said in
effect, “You can’t enter that king-
dom as long as you are mortal

flesh” (John 3:3-8). Flesh and
blood—that’s what we are—cannot
inherit the kingdom of God.

We can only be an heir to eternal
life now in this life. I Corinthians 15
continues: “. . . neither doth corrup-
tion inherit incorruption. Behold, I
shew you a mystery; we shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump: for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.” The apostle Paul is speak-
ing here of a resurrection from the
dead, as well as an instantaneous
changing of those who are alive at
that time. Continue (verse 53): “For
this corruptible must put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.”

So you don’t have immortality
now! That is the teaching of the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation!
That is why we must be born again
by a resurrection from the dead.

There is life after death. But that
life lies in a future resurrection—
not in an “immortal soul.” It lies in
a new birth as an immortal spirit
being in the very family of God.

Thank God, the life after death
that is offered to man is not to
become some insect such as a fly or
a mosquito.

God Almighty offers man his
glorious grace to elevate man high
above all animals—even above the
angel kingdom—into the very king-
dom of God. That is the opportuni-
ty that God Almighty offers to
every one of us.

It is not a reforming of some “im-
mortal soul” that the great Creator
God offers to you and me. It is a new
birth onto a far higher plane—being
born of God into the very family of
God. Oh, how incomparably more
wonderful is God’s truth than the
false ideas of men!

Flesh is mortal. Flesh is matter.
Spirit, however, is immortal. In
IT Corinthians 4:18 we read that the
invisible things that are spiritual are
eternal, but man is mortal. The only
hope of ever having eternal life is
through a new birth, with new life
that can be imparted to us from God.
That is not imparted at our natural
birth, but is imparted during and
throughout our lifetime if we have
repented, believed and been bap-
tized. It comes fully at a resur-
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rection from the dead. And it’s
God’s great gift—a new life from
God, a birth, not of human parents,
nor from human parents, but from
God, who is the only Being who has
immortality to give.

This is the greatest hope in life. It
is the greatest fact in life. There is no
salvation, there is no hope, there is
no eternal life unless or until you
receive the begettal of the Holy
Spirit of and from God as his gift.

But there are terms and condi-
tions. Notice what Paul writes in
Romans 8:9, 11: “But ye are not in
the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be

that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, he is none of his [that is,
he is not a Christian]. . . . But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken [make immortal]
your mortal bodies by his Spirit
that dwelleth in you.”

Christ brought this colossal mes-
sage from God. He said in effect,
“Repent of disobedience to God’s
rule, and God’s laws.” He further
said you must believe in Jesus
Christ and believe the message that

he brought concerning the king-
dom of God, and about how we
may be born into it. Then you shall
receive this very gift of the Holy
Spirit that is immortal life—the
presence of eternal life within
you—the very life, the very nature
and the very character of God.

If you then live a life of overcom-
ing and grow in grace and knowl-
edge, you shall be made immortal at
the Second Coming of Christ—by a
resurrection from the dead. Or, if
you are living at that time, you shall
be changed into immortal spirit
composition and /ive forever! 0O
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(Continued from page 1)

peoples of the United Kingdom,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand
and South Africa. (Send for the
free book The United States and
Britain in Prophecy.)

Ezekiel foretells it (chapters
5:12 and 6:6). Moses describes it
(Deuteronomy 28—especially
verses 20-24, 32-34 and 49-50; also
Leviticus 26, especially verses 16-
20). Already these prophecies are
beginning to be carried out.
Already the “pride of our power”
(Lev. 26:19) has been broken. Brit-
ain, the former world’s number one
power, has been reduced to a sec-
ond-rate power. And the “PRIDE”
of America’s power was certainly
broken in Vietnam.

The Great Tribulation is to be
primarily on the United States and
the British peoples! Events leading
to it are smoldering under cover
now, gradually gaining momentum.
And then, suddenly, the WORLD

WILL EXPLODE into nuclear World
War III.

But let me tell you, I do not
expect to be here in its path when it
strikes! And YOU need not be one
of its multiple-millions of victims!

Jesus Christ gave the warning
(Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21).
And when he said, in Luke’s version
of his warning: “WATCH YE there-
fore, and pray always, that ye may be
accounted worthy to ESCAPE ALL
THESE THINGS that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of
man” (at his coming—Luke 21:36),
he was giving you and me a PROMISE
of divine protection from these very
things he had been describing—IF
we do watch world events AS PROPH-
ESIED, and remain obedient and con-
tinually in contact with God through
prayer.

There is another promise of
miraculous protection from this
Great Tribulation. It is in the third
chapter of Revelation. Beginning
verse 7 is a description of how the
living Christ would OPEN A DOOR

by which his Gospel may go out to
all the world as a witness and a
warning. That is the very Work
being carried on through the World
Tomorrow broadcast, The Plain
Truth and related literature.

In verse 10 is Christ’s PROMISE
that because we have been faithful
WITH HIS WORD, he will also keep
us from “‘the hour of temptation.”
But the marginal reading—the cor-
rect translation from the original
Greek—is ““trial” or “Great Tribu-
lation.”

These events are REAL!

This world is hurling itself rap-
idly to the grand-smash cLiMAX of
world trouble. Crime, violence,
lawlessness, disrespect for authori-
ty, are increasing at a RAPID
RATE!

God help us not to treat this
warning lightly.

Take heed and read in Psalm 91
the further promise of PROTECTION
not only through the Great Tribu-
lation, but also the PLAGUES of the
Day of the Lord to follow. O

CHILD NEGLECT

(Continued from page 28)

blows that our earlier lives had
dealt. Gradually we worked our
way out of the dingy past and into a
present and future that would give
us what neither of us ever had, a
warm and loving family. One that
would allow us to give our children
what we grew up without—uncon-
ditional love, respect, parents who
care for each other and who provide
children with patient guidance and
correction without demeaning
them. We found that the children
wanted to please us and wanted to
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be rewarded when they behaved
well.

During these times when we
didn’t know every answer we’d hug
them and love them and just tell
them that we didn’t always know
what to do. But what we had learned
we made clear to them. Our daugh-
ter Shannon is 12 now, and our son
Shanti is 7, and it appears as though
we were basically right because they
are two very caring, understanding
and loving children.

I’'m 35 years old now. I've been
working in a vocational training
facility for adult disabled persons
for eight years and am currently

the production manager. 1 also
work as a performing musician
playing at benefit concerts.

The second half of my life is
going well. The love and joy I
receive from my family, and a little
help from good friends, are giving
me a life I wouldn’t trade for any
other. I rarely forget to feei blessed
and quietly thankful. I suppose that
going through the first half of my
life without the treasured gifts I
have now has given me a special
appreciation for what is often taken
for granted by others.

Life had given me what I had
dreamed about for so long. O
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