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Personal from...

Education for Life

s a man truly educated unless he knows

WHAT HE IS? And unless he knows

WHY he is, whether there is any

purpose or meaning to life, and what
that is? And unless he knows where he is
going in the end? And unless he knows the
true values from the false and THE WAY to
such desired conditions as peace, happiness,
prosperity and the enjoyable, pleasant and
interesting life?

Right now many high school seniors are

facing the problem of whether to go on to
college—and if so, which college.

If I were a young man or young woman facing
that question, I'm very sure—knowing what I
know now—that I would want to know which
college or university teaches these things. I'm
sure I'd want to attend the school of higher
learning which would teach me not merely how
to earn a living—pardon me, I mean an
existence—but the one which would teach me
HOW TO LIVE!

Did you ever wonder why it is that nearly
everybody wants to live a life that is pleasing,
enjoyable, interesting—without boredom, aches,
pains, suffering or unpleasant environments or
circumstances? And yet, nearly everyone
experiences a HUNGER for something that will
really SATISFY; and yet, somehow, he never finds
it except at brief intervals that never seem to
last.

When this Work of God was only about two years
under way—or three—in Eugene, Oregon, and I
was, most of the time, preaching in evangelistic
campaigns about six nights a week, broadcasting
every Sunday, editing and mimeographing The Plain
Truth, and counseling with scores of people, I found
the need of something relaxing—something to get
my mind for a little while off of these serious
problems and this driving activity. My wife Loma D.

Armstrong and I found a total change, mentally, in
attending occasional basketball games at the
University of Oregon basketball pavilion, MacArthur
Court. At that time the University of Oregon had a
team of sophomores and one senior which looked
like a “comer.”

And sure enough, in their senior year these boys
went on to win the first national championship—Ilate
winter of 1939. That was the first year the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) had a
national play-off leading to a national championship.

At such games one will see thousands being
thrilled by scintillating play. Are these basketball
fans enjoying life? If you ask them, at the moment,
the answer might be, “You bet!”” Are they bored?
Not during the excitement of the game! Do they feel
a sort of mental, emotional or spiritual hunger? Not
during the thrill of the game.

But after the game—then what? Why, after the
game is over and the fans have gone home, do they
experience a letdown—until the next game, or the
next experience of some pleasure?

I got to wondering. After the game, / don’t
experience any letdown. I don’t have to suffer the
experience of EMPTINESS, boredom or this sort of
soul hunger—whatever it is—until the next exciting
entertainment. As a matter of fact, I find my life
interesting, invigorating, stimulating, satisfying and
abundant at all times! It is tremendously exciting at
times. But it is never boring, never dull, never
discontented!

WHY? What’s the difference?

I know what’s the difference. I want to tell you
what it is.

The answer is bound up in the questions I asked
at the beginning of this “Personal.”

I have learned WHAT man IS!

I have learned that man was put on this earth
for a PURPOSE, and I have learned what that
purpose IS! I have learned How to fulfill it. I
have learned WHAT the ftrue values are, and what
are the false. And I have learned the secret of a
full, abundant, (Continued on page 41)
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What Do You Mean
“REWARDED

by Herbert W. Armstrong

ACCORDING TO WORKS”?

Few—even professing “Christians”’—understand the difference
between being “saved by GRACE,” and
“rewarded according to WORKS.” Here is a surprising, eye-opening article.

OME RELIGIONISTS, who
talk much about “salva-
tion”” and ‘‘grace” ac-
cuse me of proclaiming
a salvation by works. The
accusation is FALSE!

The ANSWER to these false
accusations is something FEW
people comprehend—including
the world’s religious leaders!

So LET’S UNDERSTAND! For this
is VITAL t0 YOUR LIFE!

There’s a Vast Difference!

There is a great difference between
being “‘saved by GRACE,” and “re-
warded according to works.” To
UNDERSTAND, you need to know
what “‘salvation™ is, and what “re-
ward” means.

The Bible tells us what are the
spiritual consequences of sin. It
also explains what ‘“salvation”
means. One meaning is “preserva-
tion”—in this case ‘“preservation”
of LIFE. One verse in the Bible
explains BOTH: “For the wages of
sin is DEATH; but the gift of God is
ETERNAL LIFE through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).

The ““wages” you EARN by the
“works” of sIN is eternal DEATH.
It is ETERNAL PUNISHMENT—and
since the punishment is DEATH,
and not life, it is eternal DEATH.
You now have only a chemical,
temporary, physical existence, sus-
tained by breathing, eating, drink-
ing, and your physical heart con-
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tinuing to beat and circulate your
blood. Stop breathing, stop your
heart beating, you die—you cease
to live—almost instantly. Stop eat-
ing and drinking and you’ll die in
45 or 50 days.

So, to PRESERVE LIFE means the
GIFT of ETERNAL LIFE—spirit life—
self-sustaining, INHERENT life.

Salvation, then, means to PRE-
SERVE you FROM eternal death, the
“wages” or consequences of sin,
and to GIVE you inherent ETERNAL
LIFE.

So, then, ETERNAL LIFE IS some-
thing YOU DO NOT NOW HAVE. It is
something you have no power to
supply, or give to yourself. You
can’t earn it by “woORKS.” It comes
as God’s free GIFT. Neither can you
erase the PENALTY of sin—that is,
PREVENT eternal DEATH. For “ALL
have sinned” (Rom. 3:23). That
includes You! You have brought on
yourself the eternal DEATH SEN-
TENCE, as a penalty!

The Bible teaches NOTHING
about an “immortal soul.” On the
contrary, it teaches, twice, that
“the soul that sinneth, it shall pig”
(Ezek. 18:4, 20). Jesus said the
“soul’” can be DESTROYED in gehen-
na fire (Matt. 10:28).

What your own “works’” have
earned for you is the “wages” of
ETERNAL DEATH. You see, everyone
has “woRrkSs”’—either good, or bad!
And your bad works have earned
the wages of eternal DEATH. Good
works can earn something, too—
which I will explain later—but it is

NOT ‘“‘salvation” or eternal life!

Gop ONLY has immortality. He
has it INHERENT. He has it TO
GIVE. You do NOT have it! You
must go to GOD to get it!

But, your sins have CUT YOU OFF
from God (Isa. 59:1-2). You are so
CUT OFF that you cannot reach him!
There is an impassable BARRIER
between you and him, brought on
by your sins!

How, then, can you gain ACCESS
to Almighty God (the Father), to
receive from him eternal life and
salvation—As HIs GIFT? Well,
Isaiah says, “Let the wicked for-
sake his way” (Isa. 55:6-8)—the
way of sIN. And, further, “God so
LOVED THE WORLD [of sinners],
that he GAvVE his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should NOT perish, but have
everlasting LIFE” (John 3:16).

Yes, but HOW?

The answer is in Romans 5:8-10:
“But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Much more then, being NOW justi-
fied by his blood....” GET THIS!
‘“Being Now justified. .. .”
HOW?—by ““works’? No, by
Christ’s DEATH—BY HIS BLOOD.
HE SHED HIS BLOOD AND DIED.

So—IF you repent of sinning—
that is, turn around to go the OTHER
wAY—forsake YOUR way—the way
contrary to God’s law, and turn to
Gobp’s way—the way of his law—if
you have thus REPENTED of sinning
and have accepted Jesus Christ as
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your personal Savior—accepted his
DEATH as PAYMENT IN FULL for
YOUR sins—accepted him as person-
al Savior not only from the PENALTY
of past sins, but as living Savior to
save you from SINNING (now and in
the future) then you are Now forgiv-
en past guilt—you are now JUSTI-
FIED of your guilty past.

But “‘justified’ refers to the guil-
ty past, not to the FUTURE!

So, CONTINUE this scripture:
“...Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we SHALL
BE saved .. .through him.” No-
tice, being “SAVED” is yet in the
future. We are now “‘justified,” by
God’s grace—by Jesus’ DEATH
and SHALL BE (future) ‘saved.”
But, continue, verse 10 of Romans
5: “For if, when we were enemies,
we were RECONCILED to God by
the death of his Son....” Here,
you see, being JUSTIFIED by
Christ’s death is ALSO being REC-
ONCILED to Gop by his death. In
other words, we have at last,
through Christ’s death established
CONTACT with God.

Now continue, same sentence:
‘... much more, being reconciled,
we shall be saved BY His LIFE.”

Not already “saved.” But “shall
be saved.” And HOW? Saved by the
“blood of Christ”’?—by his DEATH?
NO! By his LIFE! We are justified
of past guilt, which had cut us off
from access to God, by Christ’s
DEATH—but SHALL BE, in the future,
SAVED by his LIFE. He ROSE from
the dead. He is a /iving Christ!

<

HOW Eternal Life Comes

So, with the sentence of eternal
DEATH paid for us—our past sins
that put a barrier between us and
God JUSTIFIED—We are now REC-
ONCILED to God—given access.
And he has ETERNAL LIFE inher-
ent—self-containing life—to GIVE.

How, then, do we receive it
from him?

Notice a couple of pivotal scrip-
tures: “For as the Father hath life
in himself; so hath he given to the
Son to have life in himself” (John
5:26). God has imparted INHERENT
eternal life to the living Jesus
Christ. Now, further: “And this is
the record, that Gop hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. He that hath the Son hath life
[eternal]; and he that hath not the
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Son of God hath not life”” (I John
5:11-12).

Yes, we are to be SAVED by the
living Christ—saved BY His LIFE/
That is, GIVEN eternal life as a
GIFT, through his life—not through
his death!

But, specifically, How? Let the
apostle Peter explain: “REPENT,
and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall
RECEIVE the GIFT of the Holy
[Spirit]” (Acts 2:38). On real
REPENTANCE of sinning—a turning
around to go the other way—to
QUIT sinning—and on faith in Jesus
expressed by water baptism (see
Acts 8:35-38) God has promised
WE SHALL RECEIVE HIS HOLY SPIR-
IT AS A GIFT. Not by our “works”—
but by GRACE!

But how does THIS give us eter-
nal life—salvation?

“But if the Spirit of him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ
from the dead shall ALso [by a res-
urrection] quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth
in you” (Rom. 8:11).

Well is, then, the receiving of
the Holy Spirit SALVATION? Is one
already “saved’” when he receives
this Spirit?

Gobp’s WORD SAYS NO! 1t is the
presence of eternal life conditional-
ly—provisionally. The scripture
above quoted spoke of God’s Spirit
DWELLING in you. IF this Spirit is
dwelling in you until death (the
first), or AT THE TIME of the RESUR-
RECTION—at Christ’s coming—
THEN you shall be either resur-
rected IMMORTAL, or, if still alive
CHANGED from mortal to immortal
instantaneously (I Cor. 15:51-52
and 1 Thess. 4:13-17).

The receiving of the Holy Spirit
NOW is the TOKEN PAYMENT—oOr
the EARNEST payment from God on
the gift of eternal life. Notice:
“...Christ...in whom also after
that ye believed, ye were sealed
with that holy Spirit of promise,
which is the earnest of our INHERI-
TANCE until the redemption of the
purchased possession...” (Eph.
1:12-14). The Moffatt translation
renders it in more understandable
English, ‘. ..the long-promised
holy Spirit, which is the pledge and
installment of our common heri-

tage, that we may [in future]
obtain our divine possession. . ..”
Those who have received God’s
Holy Spirit are NOW not yet inher-
itors or possessors of this eternal
life—of this salvation. They are
Now HEIRS of God—co-heirs
with Christ (Gal. 3:29). They are
now still mortal, not immortal.
They are now BEGOTTEN sons of
God—mnot yet BORN of God. They
are now in the cHURCH of God—
not yet in the KINGDOM of God.

May We Go on Sinning?

But now what of that scripture that
says: ““. .. ye are not under the law,
but under grace” (Rom. 6:14).

Now that you are UNDER
GRACE—does this mean you are
given license to disobey God’s
law?

Listen to Gop’s answer: “What
shall we say then? Shall we contin-
ue in sin, that grace may abound?
Gop rFoRrRBID. How shall we, that
are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?”” (Rom. 6:1-2). Later,
verse 12: “Let not sin [transgress-
ing God’s law] therefore reign in
your mortal body, that ye should
obey it in the lusts thereof.”

Once again, verse 14: “For sin
[transgressing the law] shall not
have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under
grace.” The very next words show
PLAINLY this does not mean you are
free to BREAK God’s law—to DISO-
BEY God. “What then? shall we SIN
[break the law], because we are not
under the law, but under grace?
Gobp FORBID. Know ye not, that to
whom ye yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of obedience unto righ-
teousness?”

GRACE does not mean license to
sIN. And the BIBLE definition of SIN
is “Sin is the transgression of the
LAW” (I John 3:4).

You were UNDER THE LAW,
when the law stood over you, claim-
ing its penalty. When Christ paid
the penalty, and satisfied the claims
of the law, you were no longer
under the law, but under GRACE.

It is the FALSE PROPHETS of our
day who try to deceive you into
believing “GRACE” means permis-
sion to BREAK GoOD’s LAW! We are
being saved FROM SINNING (now and
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in the future) as well as from PAST
sins. Christ came to save us FROM
sinning—not to save us IN sin.

WHY the Holy Spirit?

I have been showing you, step by
step, the way of salvation. Where
are you, now? You have been rec-
onciled to God—your past forgiv-
en—and you have received God’s
Holy Spirit. But wHY?

God’s Spirit, first of all, is his
very own LIFE injected into you—
the begettal of ETERNAL life. You
are now an HEIR of God—a joint-
heir—a co-heir with CHRrisT. Not
yet an inheritor. The Holy Spirit
injects into you also the character-
istics of God. First of these is
LOVE—not carnal or human love,
but DIVINE love—God’s love.

And wHY? In order to KEEP
GoDp’s LAW—that’s why! How is
God’s law fulfilled? “LovE is the
fulfilling of the law’ (Rom. 13:10).
But carnal human love cannot fulfill
it. WHY? Because the law of God is a
SPIRITUAL law (Rom. 7:14). It can
be fulfilled only by a SPIRITUAL love,
which is the GIFT of God. It is “the
love of GOD . .. shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy [Spirit]” (Rom.
5:5). And again, God gives his Holy
Spirit only to “them that oBEY him”
(Acts 5:32).

Also, it requires FAITH to keep
God’s commandments. And your
faith is not strong enough. It
requires CHRIST’S faith—the same
faith he exercised and:lived by dur-
ing his human lifetime. God also
GIVES you this very same FAITH, by
the Holy Spirit. God’s Spirit also
imparts to you spiritual compre-
hension—power to UNDERSTAND
spiritual truth; and wisdom, and
patience, and spiritual POWER! All
these are imparted to you from
God, by the Holy Spirit—as his
GIFT! But these are given to you to
LIVE BY—t0 USE, in order to GROW
spiritually in knowledge and grace,
and to overcome.

MUST There Be “WORKS”’?

I have tried to make it PLAIN that
we cannot EARN salvation by
“works.”

Yet EVERYONE does produce
“works”—either good or bad. Your
evil works—disobedience of the
commandments—will EARN you
the penalty of DEATH. But what
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about Goop works. Do they earn
you anything?

INDEED THEY DO!

Are good WORKS required?

INDEED THEY ARE!

But wHAT, then, do they
EARN?

They do NOT earn salvation.
They do NOT earn eternal life. They
will NOT get you into the kingdom
of God!

Well, then! What po they
earn?

Ah—that is the point of this arti-
cle!

You are not JUSTIFIED by works,
nor “saved’ by works, but you are
to be JUDGED by your works, and
rewarded according to your works.

This thing called “WORKS’—
meaning deeds, good or bad—can-
not put you INTO God’s kingdom of
iMmmortals. You get IN by GRACE!
But, once in, your works during
this present life—during your
Christian life after being converted
and receiving God’s Holy Spirit—
DO determine WHAT OFFICE, Or
POSITION, or RANK, or degree of
GLORY, you shall have!

This is what ALMOST NO ONE
seems to have understood!

First notice what Jesus said—
AFTER his resurrection—inspired
after the year A.D. 90: “To him
that OVvERCOMETH will I grant to sit
with me in my THRONE . ..” (Rev.
3:21). Further: “And he that OVER-
COMETH, and keepeth my works
unto the end, to him will 1 give
POWER OVER THE NATIONS: AND
HE SHALL RULE THEM...” (Rev.
2:26-27).

Notice again, . .. hast made us
unto our God KINGS AND PRIESTS:
and WE SHALL REIGN ON THE
EARTH” (Rev. 5:10).

Notice what is said of those in
the first RESURRECTION at Christ’s
coming: “...and they lived AND
REIGNED with Christ a thousand
years. Blessed and holy is he that
hath part in the first resurrection:
on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, AND SHALL
REIGN with him a thousand years”
(Rev. 20:4, 6).

Notice, in these scriptures, the
“saved’ are to REIGN with Christ in
the coming WORLD GOVERNMENT,
the kingdom of God. And notice
the requirement of OVERCOMING,
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and keeping Christ’s works and
also of ENDURING TO THE END!
NoTicg! Jesus said “he that...
keepeth my works unto the end.”

Now notice further: “For the
Son of man shall come in the glo-
ry of his Father with his angels;
and then he shall REWARD every
man ACCORDING TO HIS
WORKS” (Matt. 16:27). No-
where does the Bible teach being
SAVED by our works, but it does
teach the degree of reward
according to works.

Alexander the coppersmith did
great evil to the apostle Paul, and
Paul says: “...the Lord reward
him according to his works”
(IT Tim. 4:14). Notice this distinc-
tion! This man did EviL works. He
won’t get salvation at Christ’s com-
ing. He will be REWARDED—that
is, PAID WAGES according to his
wORKs—and the WAGEs of SIN is
DEATH—eternal PUNISHMENT.
“WORKS” means the wages you
earn—or the REWARD to be giv-
en—either good or bad. Evil works
(sin) can EARN eternal punishment,
but GOOD WORKS can EARN a bet-
ter position or office in God’s king-
dom /F you get there—but it can-
not earn salvation!

Now notice Romans 4:4: “Now
to him that WORKETH is the reward
NOT reckoned of GRACE, but of
DEBT.” Salvation is not paid as a
DEBT, but is GIVEN by GRACE—
undeserved GIFT. But WORKS earn
wages, paid as a debt. So what we
WANT IS not GRACE or WORKS, but
GRACE and WORKS. The GRACE
will get us into God’s kingdom—
give us iMmmortality as God’s GIFT.
The WORKS will EARN us—that is,
QUALIFY us for a better office—an
opportunity for bigger SERVICE—
for doing MORE GOOD, once we are
born into God’s kingdom.

Degree of Reward

Notice, now, Jesus’ parable of the
pounds.

Jesus’ disciples wrongly sup-
posed the kingdom of God was to
appear in their lifetime. To COR-
RECT this error, Jesus spoke this
parable.

“. .. because they thought that
the kingdom of God should imme-
diately appear. He said therefore,
A certain nobleman went into a far
country to receive for himself a
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kingdom, and to return” (Luke
19:11-12). That is, Jesus himself
was going to heaven to receive for
himself the kingdom of God, and
to return to earth. Now contin-
ue:

“And he called his ten servants,
and delivered them ten pounds, and
said unto them, Occupy till I come.
But his citizens hated him, and sent
a message after him, saying, We
will not have this man to reign over
us”’ (verses 13-14). Jesus had come
“to his own,” the Jews—the rem-
nant of the kingdom of JupAH—
and they “received him not” (John
1:11), so Jesus turned to “the lost
sheep of the house of Israel,”
(Matt. 15:24), and sent his twelve
apostles to them (Matt. 10:6). That
is, to the so-called lost 10 tribes of
Israel. They were then, most of
them, in northwestern Europe and
the British Isles (see free booklet,
The United States and Britain in
Prophecy).

But continue Jesus’ parable:

“And it came to pass, that when
he was returned,”—now speaking
of what sHALL happen at Christ’s
return—"‘‘having received the king-
dom, then he commanded these
servants to be called unto him, to
whom he had given the money, that
he might know how much every
man had gained by trading™ (Luke
19:15).

This is speaking of every con-
verted true Christian, to whom
God has GIVEN of his Holy Spirit,
and spiritual gifts. Every one, now
entering God’s kingdom as an
INHERITOR—as a POSSESSOR, no
longer just an HEIR—actually NOw
sAvED—wil]l be called to an
accounting—JUDGED, to determine
WHAT POSITION in God’s kingdom
he has qualified for. And NOTICE
that this REWARD will be according
to his WORKS in this present mortal
life. Continue, verses 16-19:

“Then came the first, saying,
Lord, thy pound hath gained ten
pounds. And he said unto him,
Well, thou good servant: because
thou hast been faithful in a very
little, have thou authority over ten
cities. And the second came, say-
ing, Lord, thy pound hath gained
five pounds. And he said likewise to
him, Be thou also over five cit-
ies.

NoTICE CAREFULLY! They got
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into God’s kingdom by GRACE (as
numerous other scriptures make
plain). But they are rewarded—
that is, given authority, or rule, or
position, according to their
WORKS—according to how well
they did with what they had to do
with WHILE CHRIST WAS IN HEAV-
EN—that is, during their Christian
lives.

Continue now:

Beginning verse 20—read it in
your Bible—the one who GAINED
NOTHING in this present mortal
life—the one who had no good
works—not only was not given ANY
position—but even had TAKEN
AWAY FROM HIM even the spiritual
gift he had been given! In this par-
able the English pound, the basic
English unit of money, is used in
translation as a symbol of spiritual
value.

This parable teaches what has
been shown by other scriptures in
this article—that the Christian
must OVERCOME; he must GROW
spiritually—grow in grace and in
the knowledge of Christ (II Pet.
3:18). We are being SAVED to
SERVE—and if we do not qualify
to serve, we may have taken away
even the salvation we thought we
had!

The parable of the talents (Matt.
25:14-30) shows the same thing,
showing that each is judged by
what he has to do with. But the one
who makes no SPIRITUAL PROGRESS
after his initial “conversion” is cast
as an ‘“‘unprofitable servant into
outer darkness” (Matt. 25:30).

Life Is a Race

Finally, SEE WHERE ALL THIS LEADS
us. Man is MORTAL, without inher-
ent life, possessing in himself only a
transitory physical, chemical EXIs-
TENCE. ETERNAL life comes as
Gop’s GIFT. It comes through the
gift of God’s Holy Spirit, GIVEN
after the prior conditions of real
REPENTANCE and FAITH in Christ.

But, once receiving the GIFT of
the Holy Spirit, entering upon the
Christian life, this Christian life is
pictured as A RACE in a stadium, or
in a contest. We must TURN FROM
SIN (and the Bible definition of sin
is: transgression of God’s law—I
John 3:4). Notice: “Wherefore
...let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily

beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before
us” (Heb. 12:1).

FURTHER: Paul wrote: “And this I
do for the gospel’s sake, that I might
be partaker thereof with you. Know
ye not that they which run in a race
run all, but ONE receiveth the prize?
So RUN, that ye may obtain. And
every man that striveth for the mas-
tery is temperate in all things. Now
they [those unconverted] do it to
obtain a corruptible crown; but we
[Christians] an incorruptible. I
therefore so run, not as uncertainly;
so FIGHT I...lest that by any
means, when [ have preached to
others, I myself should be [RE-
JECTED]” (I Cor. 9:23-27).

We must STRIVE to overcome.
We must fight temptation and sin.
The Christian life was pictured by
Jesus as the hard, rutty, difficult
way—NOT the easy way that leads
to destruction.

S0, SALVATION—being BORN
INTO God’s kingdom—depends not
only on once receiving the Holy
Spirit, but BEING LED BY God’s
Spirit through life (Rom. 8:14),
and God’s Spirit DWELLING IN US,
at the end of life’s race! That is, at
the time of death, or of Christ’s
coming, whichever comes first.

God’s impregnating Holy Spirit
is received by GRACE, as God’s
GIFT, not as a debt or compensation
earned; not by works. But, once we
receive the Holy Spirit, it does not
remain bottled up; it does not stag-
nate; it is not static—it FLOWS in
outgoing concern (LOVE) to fellow-
man, and in worship, reverence,
obedience to Gob. It flows into us
from God. We can love God only
because he first loved us—our love
toward God is only a return of his
love, which he gives to us.

This spiritual LovE—the HoLY
SPIRIT—must be kept on that
RETURN cCIRcUIT—fulfilling God’s
LAw—flowing back to Gop by ful-
filling the first four command-
ments, and out to neighbor fulfill-
ing the last six.

The parable of the sower and the
seed illustrates this. There were
four classes. The first heard the
Gospel message, but it never con-
ceived—they never were converted.
They may sTiLL have a chance—
later. A second class was converted,

(Continued on page 36)
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(Continued from page 14)

with great joy, but simply had no
spiritual depth of character, and
endured only for a while, but
yielded to temptations UNTIL they
fell away—that is, CONTINUALLY,
till they QUIT TRYING. A third was
converted, received God’s Spirit,
but let the cares of this material
life—earning a living—or former
unconverted associates—keeping
one foot in the world—seeking the
PLEASURES of this world’s material-
ism—and they brought forth “NoO
FRUIT to perfection.” So THEY lost
out! You MUST BRING FORTH
FRUIT—make spiritual PROGRESS—
develop spiritual CHARACTER! Too
many, today, are preaching a FALSE
salvation of ‘“NO WORKS.”

Your WORKS won’t get you con-
verted—won’t earn you God’s Spir-
it—as I have made PLAIN in this
article. BUT THE LACK OF GOOD
WORKS CAN GET vyou LOST, if
persisted in!

The fourth class of the parable
are they “which in an HONEST and
GOOD HEART, having heard the
word, KEEP it, and bring forth fruit
with patience” (Luke 8:15). In
Matthew’s account of this same
parable, those finally SAVED, endur-
ing to the END of life’s race,
brought forth fruit—some 30-fold,
some 60, some a hundred. ALL of
these were SAVED! ALL of these go
into God’s kingdom.

But those who bring forth a
hundredfold, during their Chris-
tian lives, will receive a higher
REWARD, or position in the king-
dom, than those who produce only
30-fold!

SALVATION comes as God’s free
GIFT, by GRACE.

But the DEGREE of office, once in
the kingdom—once made 1Mmor-
tal—the rank, the position, the
degree of glory—this is NOT by
grace—this is NOT God’s gift—this
is what you must QUALIFY FOR, by
the fruits you bear in THIS LIFE.

THAT is the teaching of Gob!

We Must Produce ‘‘Fruit”

SALVATION, | repeat again and
again, is GOD’S FREE GIFT—not
something you can earn. BUT, once
you have received God’s Holy Spir-
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it—BY GRACE—that Spirit, in you,
must produce FRUIT!

The Bible explains this this way:
Jesus says he is the Vine—we are
the branches (John 15:1, 5). Here
we are likened to a grapevine and
its branches. The BRANCHES did not
get themselves joined on to the
main Vine by their own efforts. We
did not become joined to Christ—
receiving his Holy Spirit by our
“works.” It was His doing—his
GIFT—it came by GRACE.

BUT—once joined on, with the
sAaP flowing from the Vine into the
branch (a picture of God’s Holy
Spirit flowing from him into us),
we must produce fruit. If we
don’t—then what?

Notice this whole picture, in John
15. God the Father is the Husband-
man—the Vine-dresser—the chief
Gardener, who PRUNES the
branches. Now notice verse 2:
“Every branch in me that beareth
NOT fruit he taketh away.” 1If, once
having received the Holy Spirit, we
do not produce spiritual fruit, we
shall be cut off from Christ—and,
(verse 6) shall be cast into the fire
and BURNED up—referring to the
final Gehenna or hell fire!

The Holy Spirit is GIVEN to us—
we didn’t deserve it or earn it—but
given to PRODUCE FRUIT. HOW?
Jesus pictured the Holy Spirit
(John 7:37-39) as rivers of “living
water”’—FLOWING from him into
us, and on out of us. How will it
flow on out of us? A “river” flows
down a riverbed. The spiritual riv-
erbed down which God’s Spirit
FLOWS is GoD’s LAw. This “living
water” of God’s Spirit is the LOVE
that fulfills the law. The FRrRuITS,
then, are simply the WAY of righ-
teousness—keeping God’s law.

Oh, one will vehemently object,
THAT’S “WORKS.” No—it’s righ-
teousness. But IT 1S NOT OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS! God’s Spirit
GIVES us the FAITH that makes obe-
dience possible. This is the FAITH
that saves! It is God’s GIFT. And
the LovE that fulfills God’s law is
His love, flowing into and out of
us—NOT OUR LOVE! It is not SELF-
righteousness—it is GoOD’s righ-
teousness, GIVEN to us.

What KIND of Works?

One further passage of scripture
should COMPLETE the picture.

It is in the third chapter of I Co-
rinthians, RSV. Notice carefully:

Some of these gentile converts at
Corinth wanted to be followers of
Paul, others of Peter, others of
Apollos. Paul was pointing them to
CHRIST, and showing what human
“nothingness” was he and Apol-
los.

“What then is Apollos?” he
asked (verse 5). “What is Paul?”
And he answered, ‘‘Servants
through whom you believed, as the
Lord assigned to each. I planted,
Apollos watered, but GOD gave the
GROWTH” (RSYV). Paul was show-
ing them that he and Apollos, mere
humans, were as NOTHING com-
pared to Gop. The spiritual
GROWTH—the FRUIT BORNE—
came through God’s Holy Spirit.
The apostle continued:

“So neither he who plants nor he
who waters is anything, but only
God who gives the growth.”
Notice—God GI1VEs the spiritual
growth—the fruits borne. It is
Gop’s righteousness. ‘“He who
plants and he who waters are equal,
and each shall receive his wages
according to his labor” (verse 8).
Once again, our WORKS do EARN
wages—either good or bad. Evil
works earn eternal DEATH. Good
works earn a better position or
reward in God’s kingdom—IF you
get there by GRACE. Now contin-
ue:

Paul says further, “According to
the [commission] of God given to
me, like a skilled master builder I
laid a foundation, and another man
is building upon it” (verse 10). He
now pictures THE CHURCH as a
BUILDING being built. Continue:
“Let each man take care how he
builds upon it.” Now referring to
each individual member as well as
the Body of Christ—the Church, as
a whole.

“For no other foundation can
any one lay than that which is laid,
which is Jesus CHRIST’ (verse
11).

Continue: “Now if any one
builds on the foundation with gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw—each man’s WORK will
become manifest; for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will
test what sort of work each one has
done. If the work which any man
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has built on the foundation sur-
vives, he will receive a reward”
(verses 12-14).

Christ Does the Works ‘‘in Us”’

The FounDATION did not come by
OUR WORKS! That was Gobp’s
doing. He GAVE us the FOUNDA-
TION to build upon. That founda-
tion is CHRIST—and it is “Christ IN
us” (II Cor. 13:5; Gal. 2:20; 4:19;
Eph. 3:17; Col. 1:27), by the Holy
Spirit! God’s Spirit—Christ IN
you—was GIVEN by GRACE, not
produced by your WORKS. BUT
you must continue to BUILD upon
that ‘““Foundation.”” We must
OVERCOME. We must GROW spiri-
tually (II Pet. 3:18).

Now notice the MATERIALS men-
tioned in building the superstruc-
ture of the building. The most valu-
able is mentioned first—GoLD.
Second in value and QuUALITY of
building materials is mentioned
next, SILVER. Next, precious
stones; next, wood—far less valu-
able. But now we come down to
CHEAPNESS and INFERIOR QUALI-
TY—HAY! Hay might be used in
covering a tropical-zone hut—but
it is very inferior building material.
Yet, a horse could eat it—it has
some little value. But, lastly, we
come to straw or STUBBLE! You
couldn’t even build a hut with stub-
ble. A horse wouldn’t eat it. Its
value is about NIL.

Must Build Character

In this scriptural passage, we are
primarily concerned with BUILDING
CHARACTER.

But now Paul speaks of TESTING
the quality of a man’s building by
FIRE. Let’s understand it! Contin-
ue: “If any man’s work is BURNED
up, he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as
through fire” (verse 15). WHAT is
that “fire”?

To understand this, we need to
turn to the third chapter of Mala-
chi. It speaks of Christ as the Mes-
senger of the (new) covenant, sud-
denly coming to his temple. This,
like so many prophecies, is dual in
application. It refers only typically
to Christ’s first coming—primarily
to his Second Coming!

“...and the Lord, whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to his
temple, even the messenger of the
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covenant, . .. But who may abide
the day of his coming? and who
shall stand when he appeareth? for
he is like a refiner’s FIRE, and like
fullers’ soap: and he shall sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver: and
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Mal.
3:1-3).

Plainly, this is speaking of
Christ’s Second Coming as KING
of kings, to set up WORLD GOV-
ERNMENT over ALL NATIONS. Then
we who have received God’s
GRACE—in whom is the Holy
Spirit, then made immortal—shall
stand before him for judgment as
to what reward, or position, we
have qualified for. Christ himself
is that refiner’s FIRE, that will
burn up the dross. But the pure

'uto-pi-an /-pé-on/ adj, often cap
relating to, or having the characteristics of a
: having impossibly ideal
conditions esp. of social organization 2:
proposmg or advocating impractically ideal
chemes <~ idealists >
: VISIONARY

utopia; specif

d po al s
3: 1mp0551bly ideal

«.ORISIT?

Man has dreamed of living in the' model society—one

gold, silver, or precious stones we
have BUILT on the foundation of
CHRIST will then be MANIFEST—it
will come through the test. But
the wood, hay and straw will be
burned up.

Again, of those who, BY GRACE,
do receive SALVATION, and are born
iMmortal into God’s kingdom at
Christ’s appearing, Christ says he
will bring them “through the FIRE,
and will refine them as silver is
refined, and will try them as gold is
tried: they shall call on my name,
and I will hear them: I will say, It is
MY PEOPLE: and they shall say, The
Lord is my God” (Zech. 13:9).

Now back to I Corinthians 3:13-
15. It ought to be plain, now!

This is speaking of begotten
children of God, who have
received God’s Holy Spirit—that
is, CHRIST in them, in Spirit—as

1: of,

with lasting peace, with abundance and exciting
opportunities for all. But man’s governments, cultures
and social experiments have failed to produce this
utopian result. Is utopia impossible”? No! Such a society
is coming, but man is not going to bring it about—it’s
going to be done to him! Our free booklet What Do

You Mean .

. Kingdom of God?
explains what_ this world will be like and
how it will come about. To request OF
your copy, use the card in this issue or |
write to our office nearest you.
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the FOUNDATION. Some people,
once converted and receiving
God’s Spirit, do begin to live by
every word of the Bible, as Jesus
said we must (Luke 4:4). They
have had their hearts in GOD’s
WoORkK for our time. They have
sought, and found, the TRUE VAL-
ugs of life. They have striven to
overcome. They have studied to
know God’s way—to show them-
selves approved unto Gop. They
‘have kept close to God, by daily
%Bible study and prayer. They have
BUILT RIGHTEOUS, SPIRITUAL,
STERLING CHARACTER! In other
words, they have built on the
FOUNDATION with gold, silver and
precious stones. These have sur-
vived the TEsT. They came
through the fire. These are the
ones who “brought forth fruit”—
whose ‘“‘pound’ gained ‘‘ten
pounds’’—who will be given
authority over MUCH.

But there are MANY—and [ per-
sonally know of many such—who
with Joy have received God’s Holy
Spirit—their conversion as Chris-
tians—and have remained in a
GOOD ATTITUDE, but whose WORKS
have been of inferior quality, pic-
tured by the wood, hay and stubble.
Most of their works of their
Christian lives will be burned up,
when the final examination comes.
Their reward—status in the king-
dom—position qualified for—is
very small, yet THEY, themselves,
will be SAVED by God’s grace! They
suffer the Loss of higher position—
greater authority for service and
doing good—but they themselves
will be SAVED.

We are SAVED by GRACE,
through Christ’s FAITH—given as
God’s GIFT. But whatever RE-
WARD—status, rank, position, de-
gree of GLORY—is conferred, once
we are changed to immortality IN
God’s kingdom, will be according
to our works in this present mor-
tal life—and according to the
character and quality of those
works.

WHY the Christian Life?

WHY do most of those who claim to
be the very CLERGY of Jesus Christ
say there are no works whatever in
the Christian life?

Because of their unscriptural
doctrine about “going to heaven”
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when you die.

Their conception of ‘“heaven”
seems to be an eternity of idleness
and ease—with nothing to do. The
development of the very CHARAC-
TER of the living Gobp—preparing
for RULERSHIP—qualifying for SER-
VICE—have no place in their false
theology.

Many times [ have asked, “WHY
if ‘heaven’ is the reward of the
saved, and if there are ‘no works’ to
the Christian life, is not one taken
immediately, upon first accepting
Christ, to his ‘reward’? WHY must
the converted Christian—if he is
‘already saved’—if he has been
already ‘born again’—go on suffer-
ing IN THIS LIFE? WHY does the
Bible say, ‘Many are the afflictions
of the righteous,” and ‘A/l who will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suf-
fer persecution?” WHY not avoid all
this suffering? WHy doesn’t God
take new converts immediately to
‘glory’ in ‘heaven’?”

The answer is that God put
humans on this earth for a PUR-
POSE! That PURPOSE is stated in
Genesis 1:26—God is actually
reproducing himself! God is the
supreme spiritual CHARACTER—
holy, righteous, perfect. We, to be
actually BORN of him—BORN into
his FAMILY as his divine chil-
dren—must be changed, not only
from mortal to iMmmortal-—not
only from human to divine—but
from our human nature and sin-
ning character, into HIS DIVINE
NATURE (II Pet. 1:4) and into his
HOLINESS AND PERFECTION of
character (I Pet. 1:16; Matt.
5:48). And that must be devel-
oped, through the Christian life!
It means overcoming, growing in
knowledge and character!

We are to become a NEW CRE-
ATION (Gal. 6:15, margin). God’s
SPIRITUAL CREATION is still going
on, in us! We are now mere
cray—made of the dust of the
ground. God is the Potter—we are
the clay (Isa. 64:8). We must, on
our own decision, with our own
complete submission, and even
with our own effort accompany-
ing, yield so that the Master Pot-
ter may completely remake,
refashion, reshape our vile charac-
ters into the holy, righteous, spir-
itual and perfect character of
Gob.

Your Part in GOD’S WORK

In my fifty years’ intensive, rich,
active experience, since God
changed My direction into HIS WAY,
I have observed that the very first
need of every Christian, who is to
GROW and develop this spiritual
character, is to have his heart com-
pletely in THE WORK OF GOD, which
the living Christ has called his ser-
vants to do, as his instruments!

Those who are self-centered, car-
ing nothing for the Work or Gobp,
having not enough outgoing con-
cern to want to help GET CHRIST’S
MESSAGE out to this blinded,
deceived, dying world, fall away.
Those who center their whole
“Christian” life and activity on
developing their own selves spiri-
tually, whose hearts are not in or
concerned about this great OUTGO-
ING worldwide WorkK ofF Gob,
actually directed by the /iving
CHRIST, develop only INWARDLY,
until they shrivel up spiritually and
fall by the wayside! Those whose
hearts, their active, constant, ear-
nest, fervent PRAYERS, and their
tithes and offerings are in GOD’s
WORK continue to EXPAND spiri-
tually—they become HAPPIER; they
become greatly BLESSED—their
lives become richer and fuller—and
their faces beam in smiles. They
RADIATE! They PROSPER!

The New Testament is literally
filled with instruction on Christian
living—leading a new, different,
sparkling, joyous life—or, perhaps
more correctly, allowing Jesus
Christ to live such a life—GopD’s
WAY—In them!

How WONDERFUL
way!

SALVATION comes—if we are
willing—as God’s FREE GIFT—Dby
GRACE!

But we must be changed. There
is DOING, not hearing only (Rom.
2:13). There is development of a
new righteous CHARACTER. Yet,
even that is CHRIST IN YOU
actually DOING it! Actually, even
the “works” are primarily done by
HIM! But how WONDERFUL that
there are righteous WORKS in the
true Christian life—opportunity
for more than salvation, priceless
though that be—opportunity for
higher position, rank, opportunity
to SERVE, higher GLORY! 0O

The PLAIN TRUTH
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ARMS BUILDUP

(Continued from page 6)

Lebanon, the Falklands, Chad,
the Horn of Africa, Western Saha-
ra, Namibia, El Salvador, Cambod-
ia and Iran-Iraq all bear recent
grim witness to man’s failure in
making peace. It is time we read
the Bible’s prophecy for our day:
“While people are saying, ‘Peace
and safety,” destruction will come
on them suddenly, as labor pains on
a pregnant woman, and they will
not escape’ (I Thess. 5:3, NIV).

No, humans do not know how to
bring peace. What is needed is “an
unseen strong hand from some
place.” The good news is that that
unseen strong hand is coming to
intervene in the affairs of men to save
mankind from utter destruction.

Jesus Christ is coming again to
usher in an age without hunger— a
new age of prosperity and peace.
Men will be forced to put away the
weapons of war and war strategies
altogether (Isa. 2:4).

Instead of appropriating money
for missiles and aircraft, nations
will begin to use their new-found
resources to build homes, schools,
new means of transportation,
bridges; a whole new future. It will
be an abundantly peaceful future.
And the wars of the past will

become a distant memory. For a
preview of this new age of peace
that is sure, write for our free book-
let The Wonderful World Tomor-
row—What It Will Be Like. O
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AT EXHIBITS such as the Le Bourget
arms show in Paris weapons of awe-
some destructive power are neatly dis-
played for eager international buyers to
peruse.

Personal from...

(Continued from page 1)

interesting, enjoyable life! Not
merely during a basketball game
or some occasional entertainment!
ALL THE TIME!

I have learned THE WAY to peace
of mind, to invigorating, satisfying,
always interesting living. I have
learned wHY I am here, WHERE |
am going and THE WAY to get
there. I'm on my way there now,
and the 'journey is more interesting
than I can tell you! There’s never a
letdown. There used to be—years
ago, before I learned these answers.
But not anymore!

Yes, if I were a young man grad-
uating from high school, I'd look
for the college or university that
would teach me WHAT I am, wHY
and what are the TRUE VALUES. I'd
want to learn something more than
January 1983

merely a profession for earning an
income. Money can’t buy happiness
or contentment, or the things that
really satisfy—CONTINUALLY,
without ever a letdown.

And I not only know these
answers, but I know also that there
is only ONE PLACE ON EARTH where
a student may learn these answers
that are worth more than all the
money in the world. But, for that
matter, when you learn these
answers and apply them, you don’t
have to worry about money—for
the very application of these princi-
ples brings economic security.

The only academic institutions
on ecarth that teach these MoOST
IMPORTANT areas of knowledge are
the two Ambassador College cam-
puses of Pasadena, California, and
Big Sandy, Texas.

People remark that they never
have seen such a happy atmosphere
as the Ambassador College campus.

“Why, all your students seem to
really enjoy life,” they say. “They
seem alive, alert, full of spark and
interest—and HAPPY!”

“You’re right,” I reply. “They
pOo—and they ARE!”

But don’t think you already
know the full reason why. You
don’t!

I thought I did; yet I did not
know the full answer until recently.
When we STOP GROWING in
knowledge, we’re through. 1 don’t
propose to be through yet—if keep-
ing my mind open to mew truth,
when it is PROVED to be truth, will
keep me going. I think I can guar-
antee the answer will surprise you.

By the way, if you are facing this
question about whether to attend
college—or which college—I sug-
gest you read the eye-opening arti-
cle on education in this issue and
write for the Ambassador College
catalog. O
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